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THE    SACREPNESS    OF    GRAVESTONES. 

There  was  compiled,  printed  and  pub- 
lished, in  New  York  city,  in  1S23,  a 
volume-  bearing  this  title,  "A  Selection  of 
Sepulchral  Curiosities,  with  a  Biograph- 
ical Sketch  on  Human  Longevity",  con- 
taining the  most  sublime,  singular  and 
authentic  Epitaphs  that  were  ever  before 
collected,  taken  from  monuments  and 
gravestones  in  England,  Ireland,  Scot- 
land, and  in  the  United  States,  by 
Thomas  Kinnersley.  It  is  an  octavo,  352 
pages,  and  one  additional  page  of  classi- 
fications. The  bibliographers  have  record- 
ed several  other  book?  upon  this  subject, 
but  this  book  does  not  appear  in  any 
English  or  American  work.  The  use 
made  of  gravestones  by  people  is  curious 
and  almost  endless.  They  are  often 
used  to  glorify  a  person  or  a  family,  or 
perhaps  to  expose  some  excentricity 
which  possibly  never  existed.  The  other 
day  while  walking  in  the  North  Burial 
Ground  I  saw  a  couple  of  inscriptions 
to  which  I  am  going  to  give  a  moment's 
examination.  They  were  in  the  burial 
lot  of  Aaron  Man.  This  person  was  a 
very  eccentric  one.  He  kept  what  was 
called  a  hardware  store,  and  lived  in  a 
house  near  where  the  Man  building 
now  stands.  The  old  Man  home  was 
blown  out,  on  the  south  side,  by  a  huge 
canister  of  gunpowder  thrust  under  the 
sill.  I  did  not  see  but  I  heard  the  ex- 
plosion, and  ran  to  see  what  had  hap- 
pened.    I  was  then  a  boy. 


The  chief  tomb  is  a  table  of  stone  such 
as  Moses  erected,  on  the  ledger  of  which 
an  inscription  is  cut,  giving  the  ancestry 
of  this  family  of  Man  from  the  time  of 
emigration  of  the  first  from  England. 
The  first  two  inscriptions  read:  "In 
memory  of  William  Man,  who  emigrated 
from  England  iti  1636  and  settled  in 
Cambridge".  The  second  reads  :  "Sam- 
uel Man,  son  of  William;  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1642,  and  was  the  first  min- 
ister in  Wrentham".  William  Man  never 
settled  at  Cambridge.  He  came  to  Provi- 
dence with  the  Arnolds's  and  the  Hop- 
kins's, with  whom  he  was  connected  by 
marriage.  William  Man  married  Frances 
Hopkins,  who  was  a  sister  of  Thomas 
Hopkins,  and  both  were  children  of 
Joanna  [Arnold]  Hopkins  (R.  I.  Hist. 
Tract,  1st  ser.,  19.  pt.  I,  p.  13).  Frances 
[Hopkins]  Man  was  the  mother  of  Sam- 
uel Man,  and  she  was  born  in  1614.  How 
could  a  girl  born  in  1614  grow  to  mar- 
riageable age  and  given  birth  to  a  son 
who  could  have  entered  Harvard  in  1638, 
the  very  year  they  all  settled  in  Provi- 
dence? There  is  no  truth  in  these  in- 
scriptions. Samuel  Man  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1665,  thus  destroying  a  most 
interesting  "fact"  in  Rhode  Island  his- 
tory. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  fraud  on  these 

s  stones.      Aaron   Man,   who   died   here   in 

1834,  married  Grace  Speare  Willis,  who 

must  have  been  a  widow,  for  she  was  a 

.daughter  of  "Col."  Josiah  Flag^.    It  was 


through  this  marriage  that  the  name 
Flagg  was  given  as  a  "middle"  name  to 
two  at  least  of  her  children,  to  wit, 
Samuel  Flagg  Man  and  George  Flagg 
Man.  In  one  corner  of  the  Aaron  Man 
lot  there  is  a  small  stone  on  which  is 
this  inscription:  ''Elizabeth  Flagg  died 
Aug.  12,  1805,  daughter  of  Col.  Josiah 
Flagg,  who  enlisted  in  this  State,  served 
through  the  Revolutionary  War  without 
pay  and  died  a  poor  man".  There  is  no 
truth  in  the  statement  that  Flagg  served 
with  no  pay.  In  1783  Flagg' s  account  for 
certain  time  was  transmitted  to  Congress 
for  payment.  His  balance  was  adjusted 
in  October,  1785  (MSS.  R.  I.  Hist. 
Soc).  On  July  1st,  1778,  Flagg  was 
paid  since  June  1st  to  July  1st.  On  Oct. 
rsi  he  was  paid  from  Aug.  1st  to  Oct. 
1st;  and  on  March  16,  1779,  he  was  paid 
for  service  from  Feb.  10th  (MSS.  R.  I. 
Hist.  Soc).  Flagg  admits  having  been 
paid,  for  in  February,  1784,  he  sent  a 
petition  to  the  General  Assembly  stating 
"that  for  about  three  years'  service  their 
corps  received  only  paper  currency  for 
their  pay  and  subsistence,  without  regard 
to  its  depreciation"'.  This  admits  being 
paid   in    the    same    kind    of    money   with 


which  everybody  was  paid, 
tell  false  tales. 


These  stones 


!    & 


THE   BLACK    MARIA. 

■  The  late  John  R.  Bartlett  in  hU  Dic- 
tionary of  Americanisms,  edition  of  1877, 
ives  the  name,  "Black  Maria'/  and  de- 
j    tines   it   as   being   "a    close  box-carriage, 
!   generally    painted    black,    used    for    car- 
1    rying    convicts    to    a    prison    or    peniten- 
'    tiary'\      The    name    does    not    appear    in 
j    the    earlier    editions    of    his    Dictionary. 
I    In  1S82  Mr.  Wheeler  published  his  Dic- 
tionary of  Familiar   Allusions,   in  which 
I    he   gives    the   name    "Black    Maria",   but 
I    defines   it  as  "the   covered  van  in  which 
j    criminals  are  conveyed  to  and  from  the 
j   courts    and    the    jails".      Neither    writer 
j   gives   any   account   of  the   origin  of  the 
I    name.      In    1843   there   was   published    in 
:    New  York  city  a  weekly  literary  period- 
j    ical    under    the    name    "The    Rover".      It 
[   was  edited  by  Seba    Smith.     In  volume 
two    (page   339)    is    a    paper   written   by 
Joseph    C.    Neal,    entitled    "The    Prison 
Van;    or   the    Black    Maria".      Mr.    Neal 
gives  no  origin,  but   he  gives  this  note: 
"In  Philadelphia  the  prisons  are  remote 
from  the  courts  of  justice,  and  carriages. 
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which  for  obvious  reasons  are  of  a  pecu- 
liar   construction,    are    used    to    convey  j 
criminals  to  and  from   the  courts.     The  j 
popular  voice  applies  the  name  of  'Black  | 
Maria'    to    each     of     these     melancholy  : 
vehicles,  and  by  general  consent  this  is  j 
their  distinguishing  title".    Mr.  Neal  con- 
tinues :         "What,    then,    is    this    Black  ' 
Maria,  so  jocularly  named  ?    Time  brings   j 
new  inventions ;  necessity  leads  to  devia-   ! 
tions   from   the  beaten  track  of  custom ;   | 
the    criminal     in    earlier    days     dragged  j 
through  streets  by  inexorable  officers,  ex-   j 
posed  to  scorn,  derision  or  pity,  now  finds   i 
a  preliminary  dungeon  awaiting  him;  a   i 
locomotive    cell ;     a     penitentiary     upon   i 
wheels".     "As  things  are  now  managed 
a   man  is   in   prison  as   he  traverses   the   ! 
city;  in  prison  while  the  horses  start  at   ! 
the  crack  of  the  whip".     Mr.  Xeal  gives   j 
no  idea  of  the  origin  or  the  meaning  oi  \ 
the  name.     Writing  in  1843,  he  describes 
it   as    a   new    invention    then    in    use    in    ■ 
Philadelphia  (Rover,  v.  2,  341).    In  1870,   | 
or  1880,  the  Police  Department  of  Provi-  ' 
dence  built  a  wagon  in  which  to  trans- 
port  prisoners,  and  named  it  the  "Black 
Maria*'.      In   no    English    nor    American 
Reference  Book,  of  which  I  have  pres- 
ent   knowledge  of  the  time   of  the   con-  j 
struction  of  this  Providence  wagon,  does 
this    name   appear.     In   truth,   the   word  j 


Van  as  meaning  a  wagon  is  altogether 
modern.  Xo  American  nor  English  dic- 
tionary in  which  the  word  is  defined  as 
a  wagon  until  after  1864.  The  first 
appearance  of  the  word  in  any 
Book  of  Reference  is  that  above  men- 
tioned as  being  in  Bartlett's  Dictionary 
of  Americanisms  in  1S77.  All  English 
"slang"  was  taken  out  of  Bartlett's  earlier 
editions.  He  must  have  used  the  name 
of  the  Providence  wagon.  From  Bart- 
lett  the  name  was  taken  by  Wheeler,  as 
above  stated,  in  18S2.  It  next  appeared 
ill  the  ''Million'',  an  English  periodical, 
in  1S93,  and  was  copied  in  Notes  and 
Queries  in  1903;  then  in  Brewer's  Dic- 
tionary  in  1904.  These  last  three  all 
trace  the  name  to  a  negress  named  Maria 
Lee,  whom,  they  ciaim,  i radii  ion  placed 
in  Boston,  and  of  such  size  and  strength 
that  the  Boston  constables  when  requir- 
ing help,  it  was  the  common  thing  to 
send  for  this  "Black  Maria!''  All  of 
which  is  pure  nonsense.  It  next  appeared 
in  Barnese  and  Leland's  Dictionary  of 
Slang,  London,  1897 ;  but  the  book  states 
that  it  is  said  to  have  originated  in 
Philadelphia  in  1S38.  Edwards'  Names 
and  Nicknames,  1904,  also  states  that  the 
name  originated  in  Philadelphia  in  183S, 
merely  copying  the  preceding  book. 
Fariner  and  Hanley,  Dictionary  of  Slang, 
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I9°5>  gives  the  term  with  this  profound 
rote,  "A  variant  of  sable  maria".  These 
explanations  are  sufficiently  ridiculous; 
but  here  i>  one  still  worse:  Notes  and 
Queries  (Sec.  Ser.,  v.  7,  355)  prints  this: 
"The  word  'Maria*  came  from  Marin- 
ated, which  meant  'transported  to  some 
foreign  plantation',  and  'black  was  the 
usual  color  used  in  painting  Black 
Marias'."  Marinate  is  a  verb,  meaning 
"To  pickle  or  to  salt";  hence  marinated 
means  pickled. 

The  story  told  in  the  Dictionary  of 
Phrase  and  Fable  is  chiefly  "Fable"' ;  it 
was  first  printed  in  a  small  cheap  English 
periodical  named  Million,  then  copied  in 
Notes  and  Queries,  and  then  copied  in 
Phrase  and  Fable.  It  is  absurd.  How 
long  is  it  since  it  was  "common"  for  the 
Boston  police  to  call  on  a  huge  negress 
to  help  them  keep  order  or  suppress  a 
row  ?  But  we  have  a  story  not  less  silly 
here  in  Providence.  A  person  in  the 
employment  of  the  police  gave  to  me 
this  origin  and  derivation  of  the  name : 
"It  came  from  the  wife  of  Waldo 
Barnes",  a  man  whom  we  in  Providence 
have  all  heard.  This  woman  (so  my 
informant  told  me)  was  the  first  to  be 
carried    in   this    Providence    wagon,    and 


her  name,  "Maria",  was  hence  given  to 
the  wogan.  But  her  name  was  not 
Maria;  it  was  Emma  (Index,  Pruv.  Mar, 
1870).  Under  the  light  of  present 
knowledge  we  must  conclude  that  the 
name  originated  in  Philadelphia  between 
1835  and  1S43 ;  but  how  it  arose,  or  to 
what  it  first  applied,  we  do  not  as  yet 
know. 

The  structure  of  the  name  is  of  Eng- 
lish origin;  however,  it  may  have  arisen 
in  Philadelphia.  The  "Black"  Prince 
was  not  so  called  because  his  skin  wa^ 
black.  The  Countess  of  March  was 
called  "Black  Agnes"  because  of  her 
terrible  work.  William  Dougles  was 
called  "Black  Douglas".  Scott  says  "his 
color  was  swarthy",  but  he  was  a  terror. 
So  I  might  continue  giving  examples ; 
there  was  always  terror  in  the  prefix — 
black.  In  literature  there  are  many 
Marias;  but  they  were  all  charming  in 
character.  The  prefix  "black"  was  never 
attached  to  any  of  them. 


In  October,  1896,  Book  Notes  printed 
the  following : 

It  is  great  fun,  this  writing  Book 
Notes.  Here  the  other  day  the  writer 
wrote    this :      "Suppose   you    demonetize 
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gold,  making  silver  the  single  unit  of 
value,  about  to  what  price  per  ton  would 
gold  descend?  In  the  light  of  such  an 
event,  what  becomes  of  the  talk  aboui  a 
S3  cent  silver  dollar,  or  a  6  cent  copper 
dollar,  or  a  valueless  paper  dollar?  Gold 
would  then  sell  in  the  open  market  for 
just  what  it  is  worth  in  the  arts — noth- 
ing more."  And  two  or  three  days  there- 
after this  anonymous  letter  came  to  me : 

"What  perfect  rot!  Do  you  think 
that  if  the  U.  S.  demonetizes  gold,  the 
value  of  gold  in  the  zcorld  is  going  to 
decrease  appreciably?  Gold  will  still  be 
the  standard  in  most  civilized  countries. 
As  for  this  last  statement,  gold  nozc  sells 
for  'what  it  is  worth  in  the  arts — noth- 
more\  Melt  a  gold  dollar  and  you  still 
have  a  dollar's  worth  of  gold.  You  are 
worse  than  the  N.  Y.  Journal  in  your 
haphazard  statements.         Fair  Play." 

Book    Notes    did    not     say     anything 
about  the  U.  S.  nor  about  the  A.  S.  S. 
who    wrote    this    silly   nonsense.      If,    in 
1873,    before    "Fair    Play"    made    silver  i 
money,  unlawful  money,  he  had  put  into 
his   smelting  pot   one  of  those  now   de-  ! 
spised  53  cent  dollars,  would  he  not  have  1 
found    103    cents    valued    by   gold?      He 
most  certainly  would.     Per  contra,  had  j 


he  melted  a  gold  dollar,  he  would  have 
found  just  97  cents  in  value  in  silver. 
Now  it  will  require  something  more 
than  "Fair  Play's"  mere  assertion  that 
under  like  legal  conditions  like  legal  sit- 
uations will  not  come. 

Under  a  cause  which  ordinary  men 
know  nothing  about  silver  dropped  to 
j  47;  now  it  is  66  and  still  rising.  This 
comes,  not  because  somebody  is  "short", 
as  the  Boston  Herald  says;  nor  "stealth- 
ily", as  the  New  York  Times;  but  in 
obedience  to  a  natural  law.  Silver  will 
of  necessity  be  made  fundamental  money, 
just  like  gold,  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Congress  had  no  con- 
stitutional  power   to   throw   it   out;   how 

j  regulator.     I  commend  the  recent  speech 

j  of    Air.    Jacob    H.    Schiff,    a     "frenzied" 

j  financier  of  New-   York  and  a  manipula- 

i  tor      of      life      insurance      companies — 

i  MONEY. 


Why  does  not  Czar  Roosevelt  place 
Miss  Annie  Peck  on  the  Culebra  Cut 
Commission?  She    told    the    primary 

schools  how  the  cut  was  to  be  cut.     As 
well  put  "Annie"  on  as  Joe  Bishop. 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 


as  they  were  known  to 


CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  16^6. 
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John  Anderson  was  here,  the  '"court 
crier"  of  the  United  States  courts. 
Specifically,  a  "court  crier"  is  an  officer 
who  proclaims  the  orders  or  directions 
of  a  court..  John  Anderson  .has  been 
summoned  to  another  court,  a  court 
over  which  the  Divine  Master  is  the 
Supreme  Judge.  The  act  is  one  of  pecu- 
liar interest.  Jt  was  death,  as  we  call  it. 
but  it  was  a  death  ideal  in  its  aspect. 
He  reclined  for  a  moment  upon  a  couch, 
and  in  a  moment,  without  pain  or  op- 
pression of  any  kind,  was  transported 
instantly  before  a  Judge  before  whom 
all  other  judges  and  men  must  bow. 
The  reception  of  John  Anderson  is  now 
our  only  thought.  He  was  here,  a  man 
•  >f  fine  form;  sedate  and  always  com- 
posed; his  face  placid;  he  was  stern  in 
his  integrity,  but  gentle  withal  in  his 
firmness.  Take  him  all  in  all,  he  was 
a  man,  and  of  the  variety*  which  we 
style  the  noblest  work  of  God.  Let  us 
emulate  the  character  of  John  Anderson. 

Mr.  Hale  describes  Roger  Williams  as 
the  "Dear  Old  Idealist".  He  was  not 
thirty-five  years  of  age  when  he  held 
these  two  ideas — absolute  freedom  for 
every  man's  belief  in  religion,  and  free- 
dom in  the  practice  of  it  without  disturb- 
ance of  the  civil  peace;  and  absolute 
separation  of  church  and  state  in  town 
and  state  governments.  Was  Williams 
an  Idealist  because  he  held  these  two 
opinions?  And  hence  are  these  ques- 
tions '"Ideal"?  When  thrust  by  force  out 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  into 
the  wilderness,  among  savages,  he  is 
described  as  a  ''Separatist".  What  is  a 
"'separatist",  according  to  all  distion- 
aries?  It  is  "one  who  withdraws,  or 
separates  himself"  from  a  body  of  a 
church.  Did  Williams  withdraw  himself 
from  Massachusetts?  It  is  time  such 
abominable  historical  rot  should  be 
buried  among  the  fictions  of  the  past. 


1  reproduce  the  following  from  a  re- 
cent number  of  the  Providence  News. 
I  know  the  writer  of  it  very  well,  and 
he  knows  me.  There  is  neither  a  line 
of  truth  nor  of  common  sense  in  Mr. 
Arnold"s  paragraph.  When  he  writes, 
"One  of  the  main  objects  of  the  Dingley 
tariff  is  to  furnish  employment  for  bread 
winners",  he  cannot  expect  men  to  listen 
to  a  plea  of  ignorance.  Something  more 
will  be  required.  Here  is  the  astound- 
ing composition: 

FREE     TRADE,     THY      XAME     IS     SHAMELESS 
SELFISHNESS. 

Xo  tariff  ever  treated  all  classes,  high, 
low,  rich  and  poor,  so  justly  and  fairly 
as  the  Dingley  tariff  under"  which  such 
unprecedented  prosperity  now  comes  tc 
the  people  of  America.  True,  all  through 
that  splendid  tariff  statute  one  of  the 
main  objects  is  to  furnish  employment 
for  bread  winners ;  but  when  we  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  the  material  difference 
between  the  highest  civilization  and  the 
lowest  barbarism  is  the  result  of  labor 
by  wage  earners,  it  ought  not  to  be  a 
problem  difficult  of  solution  in  deciding 
whether  the  blessed  Dingley  tariff  has 
been  at  all  unfair  in  its  safeguards  look- 
ing to  employment  for  the  needy. 

Alex.   S.   Arnold. 

"PROTECTIVE*'  TARIFF,  THY 
NAME  IS  A  DOWNRIGHT  LIE. 
Are  those  who  BUY  these  Tariffs  in 
business  for  charity  to  those  who  work? 


Are  trustees  of  life  insurance  moneys 
less  criminally  liable  than  trustees  gen- 
erallv  are  liable? 


A  splendid  specimen  of  bank  manage- 
ment by  a  man  with  millions  of  dollars 
of  unencumbered  property!!!  Let  his 
banks  go  bankrupt  at — Chicago — and  the 
Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury  rushe- 
in  special  trains  to  eulogize  and  "lift" 
the  concerns. 


Congress,  of  course,  has  the  power  to 
determine  what  shall  be  Fundamental 
money — and  change  it  whenever  it  will 
pay  the  members  to  change  it. 


President  Eliot,  of  Harvard,  when  he 
speaks  of  riches,  is  no  more  an  unbiased 
witness  than  is  Richard  Olney  in  defence 
of  railroad  rebates. 


The  career  of  Rockefeller  gives  re- 
spectability to  the  career  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Kidd;  just  as  the  Financial  ras- 
cality of  the  Rich  today  gives  strength 
to  poverty.  The  men  who  did  nothing 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  terrible 
wrongs  of  1902  in  the  matter  of  coal,  as 
our  only  fuel,  will  act  consistently  and  re- 
instate the  criminals  in  insurance  and 
in  banking.  Consider  a  moment  the 
frightful  exposition  which  recent  investi- 
gation has  brought  out  concerning  the 
Frudential  Life  of  Philadelphia. 


we  are  forced  to  drink?  Have  these 
men  any  better  right  to  poison  the  air 
we  breathe  than  the  water  we  drink? 


"  There  was  long  ago  a  story  told  of 
Rabelais,  who  had  himself  studied  medi- 
cine, that  when  on  his  death  bed  a  con- 
sultation was  called.  "Dear  gentlemen," 
said  Rabelais,  raising  his  languid  head, 
"let  mc  die  a  natural  death."  Physicians 
call  it  apocryphal.  Here  are  others  of 
alleged  sayings  of  Rabelais  in  the  line 
of  religion.  Just  as  he  was  dying  he 
said:  "La  farce  est  jouee."  And  this: 
"Je  vais  chercher  un  grand  peut-etre/' 
Since  chapter  and  verse  cannot  be  cited, 
these  things  have  been  pronounced 
apocrypha!.  .  But  it  does  not  follow. 
These  alleged  sayings  are  in  the  exact 
line  of  his  life  and  work ;  and  those  men 
then  living  knew  both  his  works  and 
thoughts,  and  may  thus  have  crystal  zed 
them. 


The  Providence  Journal  continues  its 
infamous  work  of  laying  the  killing  of 
people  here  by  the  poisonous  water  gas 
which  the.  Providence  Gas  Company  is 
now  sending  through  every  dwelling 
house  in  the  city — to  house  stopcocks — 
or  to  bad  pipes.  Does  this  newspaper 
suppose  that  by  such  work  it  can  per- 
petuate such  a  crime?  For  it  is  nothing 
less  than  a  frightful  crime,  done  by  most 
respectable  men  to  increase  the  percent- 
age of  profits.  By  it  two  young  men 
were  killed  about  December  7th,  1905, 
while  visiting  a  friend. 

How  long  would  those  who  run  mills 
on  the  Pawtuxet  be  tolerated  in  pouring 
a    deadly    poison    into    the    water    which 


In  his  address  at  the  organization  of 
the  city  government,  January  4.  1875, 
Mayor  Doyle  speaks  of  "The  only  place 
in  the  second  police  district  for  the  de- 
tention of  arrested  persons  is  the  small 
luckup  at  Toleville"  (City  Manual,  p. 
39).  Curious  to  know  what  and  where 
Toleville  was,  an  ancient,  long  in  the 
police  department,  tells  me  that  it  was 
the  locality  where  the  monument  of  Esek 
Hopkins  stands,  and  that  the  small  "lock- 
up"' was  near  the  Wanskuck  Mill.  But 
I  have  not  learned  whence  came  the 
name,  nor  what  it  meant. 


The  editor  of  the  New  York  Times 
has  a  touching  article  in  glorification  of 
a  conviction  of  certain  bankrupt  debtors 
in  prosecutions  for  perjury.  The  worst 
thing  of  which  they  could  have  been 
accused  was  hiding  their  own  property 
in  order  to  keep  it  out  of  the  hands  of 
a  receiver  in  bankruptcy.  But  the  Times 
has  never  been  urging  the  punishment 
of  Richard  A.  McCurdy,  who  has  just 
transferred  to  his  wife  two  of  his  pri- 
vate residences,  valued  at  $500,000  each. 
The  money  with  which  to  build  these 
palaces  was  stolen  by  McCurdy  from 
the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  dur- 
ing the  entire  period  during  which  I 
have  been  struggling  to  secure  money 
from  this  "Mutual"  body  for  my  family 
when  I  am  dead.  But  the  Times  stands 
for  capital;  not  for  Human  Rights.  Per- 
jury was  a  pastime  of   McCurdy's. 


Horatio  Nelson  Coleridge,  once  art 
English  lawyer,  was  a  nephew  of  Samuel 
Taylor  Coleridge.  The  latter  died  in 
1834,  and  three  years  later  Murray  pub- 
lished "Specimens  of  the  Table  Talk  of 
S.  T.  Coleridge".  This  book  was  of 
curious  construction.  H.  X.  C.  spent 
occasional  evenings  with  his  uncle;  on 
returning  home,  he  had  a  habit  of  mak- 
ing  notes    of   what   his    uncle    had    said. 
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would  have  been  to-day  had  you  saved  that  part  of  your  income 
which  was  frittered  away  thoughtlessly  last  year.  Make  up  your 
mind  to  SAVE  money  this  year  and  begin  now  by  opening-  a  sav- 
ings account  in  this  bank  with  five  dollars  or  more.  If  you  start 
before  the  16th  of  this' month  you  will  realize  two  months'  interest 
at  the  dividend  period  in  march. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 

Wc  allow  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 

Deposits  made  in  our  savings  department  on  or  before  the    1 6th  of  the 
month  draw  interest  from  the  ist. 


So  some  years  after  his  uncle's  death  he 
wrote  out  his  notes  and  published  them 
as  being  the  "Table  Talk  of  S.  T.  Cole- 
ridge". Among  them  the  other  day  I 
stumbled  upon  this:  ''Truth  is  a  good 
dog;  but  beware  of  barking  too  close  to 
the  heels  of  Error,  lest  you  get  your 
brains  kicked  out".  This  was  so  dif- 
ferent from  what  I  had  learned  to  think 
that  it  fixed  itself  in  my  memory.  Can 
Error  kick  out  the  brains  of  Truth?  Is 
'Truth  a  Dog"?  The  name  "Dog"  ap- 
plied to  humanity  means  "a  worthless  or 
mean  fellow".  Such  epithets  ought  never 
to  be  applied  to  Truth.  This  is  much 
more  to  my  liking:  "Let  all  the  ends 
aimst  at  be  thy  Country's,  thy  God's,  and 
Truth's",  and  "Truth  is  truth,  to  the 
end  of  the  reckoning". 


CLASSICS   IN  FOREIGN  LANGUAGES   IN  THEIR 
NATIVE   TONGUES    FOR   ALMOST    A    SONG. 

Jourdan — Dictionnaire  des  Termes  usi- 
tes  dans  les  sciences  naturelles.  Rai- 
sonne,  Etymologique,  Synonique  et  Poly- 
glotte.  Bruxelles,  1837. 
leather.     $1.50. 


8vo,      half 


Wilhelm  Hauffs  Samtliche  Werke— 
Mit  einer  biographischen  einleitung  von 
Alfred  Weile.  5  vols,  bound  in  2.  Berlin 
(i860),  i2mo.     $2.00. 

Simrock — Handbuch  der  Deutschen 
Mythologie  mit  einschluk  der  Nordi- 
schen.    Bonn,  1S74.     $1.75. 

Cervantes — Don  Quijote  de  la  Mancha. 
With  un  esayo  historico  sobre  la  vida  y 
escrito  de  Cervantes  por  El  Jorge  Tick- 
nor.     Nueva  York,  1891.     $1.00. 

Das  Nibelungenlied,  ubersekt  von  Karl 
Simrock.  8vo,  half  cloth.  Stuttgart,  1864. 
$1.00. 

Der  Nibelunge  noth  und  die  Klage, 
nach  der  altesten  uberlieferung  mit 
bezeichrung  des  unechlen,  und  mit  den 
abraeichungen  der  gemoinen  lesart — von 
Karl  Lachmann.  Berlin,  1878.  Funfte 
Ausgabe,  half  bound.    $1.50. 

Breitinger — Die  Grundzuge  der  franzo- 
sischen  Literatur,  und  Sprachgeschichte. 
8vo.     Zurich,  1889.     half  bound.     75c. 

Mahn — Die  Biographisen  der  Trouba- 
dours. 8vo.  Berlin,  1878.  Half  bound. 
75c. 

^Engliskhen  und  Deutschen.  2  vols,  8vo, 
half  bound.     Leipsig,  1883.      $2.00. 
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DOES  THE  FABRICATION  OF  A   STATUTE  TAKE 

FROM    THE   PEOPLE   THE   FUNDAMENTAL 

TITLE      TO      LAND      BENEATH      TIDE 

WATERS,    AND    LAND    BENEATH 

RIVERS  ? 

There  is  at  the  State  House  a  folio 
copy  of  the  Records  of  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island,  covering  the  years  16S6- 
l7I5J  by  a  modern  hand.  Just  preceding 
the  Records  is  written  the  authority 
under  which  the  book  was  written  and 
of  what  it  consisted.  This  is  what  is 
there  described  as  the  action  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly: 

"In  General  Assembly,  January  session, 
A.  D.  1827,  Resolved.  That  Mr.  Chris- 
topher E.  Robbins  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  be  a  committee  to  collect  the  manu- 
script schedules  of  the  preceding  Gen- 
eral Assemblies  of  this  State  for  the  year 
1686  to  the  year  1715.  which  are  now 
deposited  in  the  Town  Clerks'  offices  of 
the  several  towns  in  this  State  at  that 
time  incorporated  therein. 

"Resolved,  That  the  several  towns  in 
this  State  be  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quested to  permit  said  schedules  to  be 
taken  from  the  offices  of  these  several 
town  clerks  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  complete  series  of  the  Proceedings 
aforesaid  under  the  I  clnWoV)  |o|  sai 
committee,  and  that  intl  taninntfv-e  1 
authorized    to    contract!  \|ii|  V\nV  \sui 


said 
be 

able   person    for   copying  Is^ctf  *iie<$ules, 
provided  that  the  exr/r/e/^/xf  /l'/t  e 


ceed  three  hundred  dollars,  and  to  re- 
turn the  same  to  the  several  town  clerks 
from  whom  they  were  received  when 
said  copies  shall  have  been  completed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee." 

This  document  does  not  appear  in  the 
printed  Acts  and  Resolves  for  January, 
1827.  In  fact,  this  is  its  first  appearance 
in    cold    type,    so    far   as    the    writer   has 

I   been  able  to  discover. 

I  note  these  conditions :    There  was  no 

;  "State"  of  Rhode  Island  in  1686-1715- 
Nor  were  there  schedules  "deposited"  at 
that  time  with  the  towns ;  they  were 
bought  and  paid  for  by  the  towns;  but 
the  most  remarkable  condition  was  this: 

J  the  work  of  copying  was  to  be  done  by 
"some  suitable  person"  and  "to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  committee". 

The  work  of  copying  was  done  in  the 
year  1827  by  Henry  Bowen,  then  Secre- 
tary of  State.  This  fact  appears  in  a 
Report   made  by  Henry  Bowen   for  tlie 

i  committee.  Thereupon  the  General  As- 
sembly voted  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Bowen  for 
his  services  in  full  in  collecting  and 
copying  the  ancient  records  of  this  State, 
then  Colony,  etc.  (Acts  &  Resolves,  Jan- 
uary, 1828,  pp.  3,  4). 

Thus  Henry  Bowen,  Secretary  of 
State,  contracted  with  himself,  for  the 
full  amount  appropriated.  £$300),  to  copy 
these  records,  to  his  own  satisfaction  and 
under  his  own  certification  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  work.     These  facts  also 


IO 


appear,  written  by  Mr.  Bowen  on  page 
544  of  his  manuscript.  Robbins  had  no 
connection  with  the  work  or  its  certifica- 
tion. But  Mr.  Bowen,  in  his  own  hand, 
has  written  a  statement  purporting  to  be 
made  by  Samuel  Eddy,  describing  the 
work  as  having  been  ''carefully  compared 
and  corrected  by  the  schedules  aforemen- 
tioned". Mr.  Eddy  did  not  sign  the 
statement,  nor  did  he  state  his  knowledge 
of  the  correctness  of. the  work. 

It  was  trickery  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  this  trick- 
ery that  absolute  secrecy  kept  the  first 
act,  that  of  1827,  from  the  public,  it  not 
appearing  intthe  printed  schedule. 

This  manuscript  Record  was  used  by 
J.  R.  Bartlett  in  printing  the  Colonial 
Records.  It  furnishes  the  first  245  pages 
of  volume  four  (4)  of  the  printed 
Colonial  Records.  The  Bowen  manu- 
script was  sent  to  the  printer  and  kept 
"there  until  the  types  were  set  and  the 
volume  printed.  Few  proofs  of  these  rec- 
ords were  ever  corrected  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  On  page  24th  of  this 
volume  there  is  a  law  which  purports 
to  have  been  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  at  the  session  on  the  28th  May, 


1707.  It  relates  to  the  control,  by  the 
towns,  of  "coves,  creeks,  rivers,  waters, 
banks— and  to  the  building  of  houses, 
warehouses,  wharfs,  laying  out  lots,  and 
other  improvements". 

In  his  work  upon  Tide  Waters,  Mr. 
Joseph  K.  Angell  prints  this  law,  or  what 
he  considered  was  this  law,  as  it  now 
stands  in  the  Bowen  manuscript,  and 
also  in  the  Colonial  Records.  Beneath 
i'  is  this  note,  citing  "State  Records"; 
following  which  he  says :  "Not  to  be 
found  in  any  printed  edition  of  the  laws, 
and.  was  furnished  to  the  author  by  the 
Hon.  Judge  Staples,  one  of  the  present 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  the  mod- 
ern mode  of  spelling  has  been  adopted" 
(Angell  on  Tide  Waters.  1847,  p.  237). 
Evidently  neither  Mr.  Angell  nor  Judge 
Staples  had  ever  seen  the  original  manu- 
script of  this  law.  Staples  had  only 
seen  the  Bowen  manuscript,  for  the 
Colonial  Records  were  not  printed  until 
1859.  This  statute  as  copied  by  Bowen 
and  printed  by  Bartlett  (Col.  Rec.  4,  24) 
is  a  deliberate  fraud.  An  original  copy, 
in  manuscript,  is  in  the  Sidney  S.  Rider 
collection  at  Brown  University;  from  it 
I  quote:    "Each  town  has  granted  unto 
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it  full  power  and  authority  to  settle 
coves,  creeks,  rivers,  waters,  banks  bor- 
dering on  their  respective  townships  as 
they  (the  Freemen)  shall  think  tit  for 
the  promotion  of  their  several  towns,  by 
building  wharfes,  Laying  out  lotts  for 
Building  Houses,  and  Warehouses,  &c. ; 
or  an}-  other  improvements  as  ye  body  of 
Freemen  of  each  town  shall  see  cause 
for".  This  law  is  made  to  read,  in  the 
Colonial  Records :  "Each  town  has 
granted  unto  it  full  power  and  authority 
to  settle  coves,  creeks,  rivers,  waters, 
banks  bordering  on  their  respective  town- 
ships, as  they  shall  think  fit  for  the  pro- 
motion of  their  several  towns — by  build- 
ing houses,  and  warehouses,  wharfs,  lay- 
ing out  lots,  or  any  other  improvements, 
etc.,  as  the  body  of  Freeholders  and  Free- 
men of  each  town  shall  see  cause  for" 
(R.  I.  Coll.  Rec.  4,  24). 

This  statute,  as  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly,  gave  towns  the  sole  power  to 
build  wharves';  the  town  could  lay  out 
lots,  for  the  inhabitants  to  use,  in 
building  houses,  and  warehouses,  etc. 
This  law  placed  the  land  beneath  tide 
water;  and  the  land  beneath  rivers,  solely 
in  the  possession  and  control  of  the 
towns.  This  law  did  not  give  towns  the 
power,  to  give  citizens  the  power,  to  use 
tide-water  lands  to  build  wharves.     Pre- 


vious to  the  enactment  the  town  had 
given  such  privileges' to  ten  individuals, 
but  after  the  law,  not  one  appears.  As 
copied  by  Mr.  Bowen,  in  1827,  this  sole 
power,  in  the  town,  to  build  wharves 
was  taken  away,  and  the  towns  were 
given  power  to  permit  other-  to  build 
houses,  warehouses  and  wharves,  it  wa- 
a  deliberate  forgery. 

The  charter  fixed  the  title  of  all  lands, 
soils,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers  and 
waters,  and  the  lands  beneath  them,  in 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Col- 
ony. "To  be  held  forever  in  trust  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  themselves  and 
their  associates,  the  Freemen  of  the  said 
Colony"  (Charter  Digest,  1719,  p.  7). 
When  towns  were  formed  the  titles  lay 
in  the  Freemen  ol  eacli  town  in  which 
the  lands,  havens,  ports  and  rivers  lay. 

In  the  year  1704  the  King  and  Council 
destroyed  a  Rhode  Island  court  and  an- 
hilated  a  pretended  statute  under  which 
this  court  had  been  established.  This 
court  and  the  law  related  to  maritime 
rights  and  such  conveniences.  Possibly 
the  wharf  statute  of  1707  was  an  echo, 
or  possibly  the  act  of  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence in  the  matter  of  a  wharf.  19th 
May,  1707,  precipitated  action.  (Prov. 
Early  Rec.  11,  116.) 

Three    times    the    Supreme    Court    of 
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Rhode  Island  has  cited  in  decisions  this 
fraudulent  statute.  There  can  be  no 
question  as  to  a  change  in  the  use  of 
language;  whether  my  own  opinion  is 
that  of  the  court,  I  do  not  know;  I  have 
stated  the  meaning  of  Bowen's  changes 
as  I  see  them.  Nevertheless  I  do  not  see 
how  in  these  three  citations  the  court 
has  fallen  into  error.  But  would  it  not 
he  safer  to  follow  the  genuine  law? 

In  1707  the  Colony  was  subject  to  the 
laws  of  England.  "It  is  universally 
agreed  that  the  King  hath  Sovereign  do- 
minion in  all  seas  and  great  rivers" 
(Bacon's  Abridgment,  4,  136).  The  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  under  neither  the  charter 
nor  the  Constitution,  was  not,  and  is 
not,  a  king.  The  entire  body  of  Freemen 
i-  now  the  king.  The  General  Assembly 
is  merely  a  creature  of  the  Freemen,  per- 
mitted to  exist  for  convenience.  Parlia- 
ment was  not  a  party  to  the  king's  prero- 
gative. But,  notwithstanding,  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Rhode  Island  has  decreed 
that  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
posses'ses  the  combined  powers  of  both 
king  and  parliament  (R.  I.  Reports,  25, 
p.  408). 


THE    HUGE    LITERARY    FRAUD    PERPETRATED 
BY     I.     MITCHELL,     AUTHOR     OF     "THE 
ASYLUM",        WHEN        HE        INCOR- 
PORATED   BODILY    THE    ENTIRE 
NOVEL,        "AL0NZ0        AND 
MELISSA",    INTO    IT. 

The  following  querie  appeared  in  the 
Boston  Transcript  of  16th  December, 
1905: 

"(5003.)  Can  any  one  tell  me  about 
the  first  Connecticut  novel,  'Alonzo  and 
Melissa',  published  in  the  early  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century?  There  are  two 
versions,  'Alonzo  and  Melissa'  in  one 
volume,  by  Daniel  Tackson.  Ir..  and  'The 
Asylum,  or  Alonzo  and  Melissa',  by  I. 
Mitchell.  The  former  is  an  abridgment 
of  the  latter,  which  has  "a  much  wider 
plot.  A  Yale  professor  and  I  are  in- 
vestigating the  matter,  with  a  view  to 
finding  the  real  author.  A.  N.  L." 

It  is  now  some  six  weeks  since  the 
printing  of  the  above  querie ;  and  half  a 
dozen  letters,  more  or  less,  have  been 
printed  by  the  Transcript;  but  nothing 
has   appeared   changing   in   the   slightest 
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point  the  conclusions  which  the  present 
writer  reached  early  in  the  last  volume  of 
Book  Notes.  I  come  now  for  a  mo- 
ment's consideration  of  the  proposition 
of  ''a  Yale  professor  and  I  (A.  N.  L.), 
who  are  investigating".  These  gentlemen 
make  the  direct  statement,  with  no  evi- 
dence, that  Jackson's  Alonzo  and  Melissa 
was  an  abridgment  of  Mitchell's  Asylum. 
1  deny  their  statement  and  rest  my  denial 
upon  the  following  evidence : 

Mitchell's  Asylum  could  not  be 
abridged  until  after  it  had  been  written, 
put  in  type  and  published.  It  was  pub- 
lished in  October,  1811,  at  Poughkeepsie. 
Jackson's  "Alonzo"  was  published  at 
Plattsburg,  also  in  1811. 

Jackson's  "Alonzo",  if  an  abridgment, 
must  have  been  abridged,  arranged,  put 
in  type,  bound  and  published  in  the 
months  of  November  and  December, 
181 1.     It  contains  a  preface. 

Nelson  issued  in  March,  181 1,  a  pro- 
posal for  publishing  by  subscription  a 
novel  entitled  "The  Asylum,  or  Alonzo 
and  Melissa".  It  cannot  be  contended 
that  the  "Asylum"  was  published  before 
these  proposals  were  printed.  I  present 
some  comparative  pas-ages,  in  which  the 


similarity   of  thought   and   expression    i; 
undeniable : 


Jackson's  Preface. 

(1811) 

'The  writer  believes 

that  g-enerally  he  has 

copied  nature"' 

"If  the  writer  is  not 
mistaken,  it  is  not  un- 
friendly to  religion 
and  to  virtue." 

"The  story  contains 
no  indecorous  stimu- 
lants." 

"Nor  is  it  filled  with 
unmeaning  and  inex- 
plicated  incidents." 


Mitchell's  Proposal. 
(March.  1-11; 

'The  author  in  his 
description  has  at- 
tempted to  copy  na- 
ture." 

"It  is  not  unfriend- 
ly to  virtue  and  reli- 
gion." 

'It  contains  nothing 
irreligious,  or  inde- 
corous." 

"His  incidents  are 
not  involved  in  inex- 
plicable mystery." 


One  must  have  used  the  other.  In  case 
Jackson  abridged  Mitchell,  he  must  have 
dene  it  in  November  and  December, 
1S11,  because  the  "Asylum"  did  not  exist 
before  that  time.  How  could  Mitchell 
have  used  Jackson's  preface  in  construct- 
ing his  "Proposal"  in  March,  iSii?  This 
is  positive  proof  that  Jackson's  "Alonzo" 
was  in  print  before  the  issue  of  the 
Mitchell  Proposal.  I  give  one  more 
comparative  extract: 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 


as  thev  were  known  to 


CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 


An  Indian  Map  of  the  Principal  Locations 

known  to  the  NAHIGANSETS  and  ELABORATE 
HISTORICAL     NOTES    by    Sidney    S.    Rider. 

The  edition  consisted  of  495  copies,  369  have  been  sold;    126  remain  to 
be  sold.   Price,  post  paid,  $4.50.   Address  the  Author,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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JACKSON'S. 
Aloiizo 

Jackson  said  in  the 
text:  'Concealed  on 
all  sides  from  the 
sight  by  irregular 
rows  of  large  Locusts 
and  Kim  trees,  dry 
prim  h  edges  and 
green  shrubbery  (ed 
1S11,  p.  7:5). 

Now  the  note  refer- 
ring to  the  w  o  r  d 
"prim'*: 

''The  botanical  name 
of  this  shrub  is  not 
recollected.  T  here 
were  tormeily  a  great 
number  of  prim  hedg- 
es. 

In  case  Jackson  abridged  Mitchell,  how 
could  he  have  forgotten  the  Latin  name 
for  Prim  Hedges?;  or,  in  case  Mitchell 
was  the  literary  thief,  might  he  not  have 
had  time  in  the  eight  or  nine  months 
after  the  publication  of  Jackson's 
"Alon  :o  and  Melissa"  to  hunt  up  this 
Latin  name? 

On  the  23d  December,  1905,  "the  Yale 
Professor  and  I"  come  again,  in  the 
Boston    Transcript,    with    this :      "I    still 


mitchhu,  s. 

A  s  y  1  u  m 
"Mitchell's  text 
reads:  ''Concealed  on 
all  sides  from  view 
by  irregular  rows  of 
large  Locusts  and 
Elm  trees,  dry  Prim 
hedges  and  green 
shrubbery"    (v.   -J,    p. 

Now  the  note  refer- 
ring to  the  w  o  r  d 
"Prim": 

"The  Ligust  ru  111 
valgare  of  Linnaeus. 
There  were  formerly 
a  great  number  of 
prim  hedges. 


Biographical  ?Jemoirs  of  the  Illus- 
tions  General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New  Haven,  1809.  Price  $10.00.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 


THE  WRITER  WISHES 


to  buy  a  Set  of  the 


IHSE1T  CLUB  PUBLICATIONS. 


6  Vols.,  Cloth. 
Spot  Cash  will  be   paid. 

SIDNEY  S.  RIDER,  73  Aim)  Street,  -  Providence 


wish  to  know  why  the  book  has  two 
authors,  I.  Mitchell  and  Daniel  Jackson. 
Jr."  1  beg  to  answer  that  tlic  book, 
Alonso  and  Melissa,  has  but  one  author. 
It  is  Mitchell's  Asylum  which  has  two 
authors.  It  is  a  huge  literary  fraud,  and 
a  Vale  Professor  and  an  "assistant"  pro- 
fessor knew  this  fact  on  the  25th  March, 
1905. 


Sir   II.    Campbell-Bannerman,   soon   to 
I   be   Premier  of  the   English  government, 
i   according   to   the   philosophy   of   my   an- 
i   cieilt  friend,  Alexander  Arnold,  must  be 
I   a  fool  in  the  matter  of  "Protection",  as 
1   it  is  called,  but  downright  robbery  as  it 
j   really  is.     Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  thus 
;   describes   such  "protection":     "He  char- 
acterizes protection  as   immoral  and  op- 
pressive, based,  as  he  says  it  miist  be,  on 
the  exploitation  of  the  community  in  the 
interest   of   favored   trades   and   financial 
groups". 

Here  are  the  views  of  Friend  Arnold: 
"True,  all  through  that  splendid  tariff 
statute  one  of  the  main  objects  is  to  fur- 
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BURNETT    RIDER, 
10  Hammond  St.,  Providence,   R.   I. 
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55     Snow     Street,     Providence,     R.     I, 

Prescriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 


The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London,   1727.     55.00. 

Scarron  was  the  husband  of  the  lady 
who  came  subsequently  to  be  known  as 
Madame  de  Maintenon  and  the  most  im- 
moral man  then  living  in  Paris. 
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nisli  employment  for  bread  winners ;  it 
ought  not  to  be  a  problem  difficult  of 
solution  in  deciding-  whether  the  blessed 
Dingley  tariff  has  been  at  all  unfair  in 
its  safeguards  looking  to  employment  for 
the  needy". 


RAILROAD    RATES     A    TAX. 

No  other  tax  is  so  subtle  and  all-per- 
vading as  the  railroad  rate.  It  enters 
into  the  cost  of  every  commodity,  it  lays 
tribute  upon  every  activity  of  life;  and 
yet  so  unobtrusive  is  its  action  that  he 
who  finally  pays  it  is  hardly  aware  of 
that  fact.  In  no  other  manner  can  the 
fruits  of  monopoly  be  so  safely  gath- 
ered. One  mill  per  mile  added  to  the 
passenger  fare  of  all  the  passengers  car- 
ried by  our  railroads  foi  the  year  ending 
June  30.  1904,  would  add  to  the  revenues 
of  these  railroads  $21,923. 213;  an  increase 
of  one  cent  per  hundred  pounds  in  the 
freight  rate  for  the  same  year  would 
have  increased  their  revenues  by  $I2S,- 
336,109.  It  is  the  right  to  impose  this 
tax  without  legal   restraint,  with  all   the 

The  neatest  way  to  success  against 
certain  suits  at  law  is  to  secure  the  re- 
sistance power  of  sheriffs  in  serving 
process  papers — have  read  no-thing  on 
the  subject  save  section  20,  chap.  230, 
General  Laws.  I  had  not  learned  this 
trick. 


I  labored  many  years  to  teach  men 
the  real  delights  which  books  can  give 
to  a  person,  and  this,  too,  solely  in  con- 
trol of  a  person's  will.  A  book  case 
properly  filled  is  always  the  most  de- 
lightful company.  Mind  meets  mind,  al- 
ways to  the  immense  delight  of  the  liv- 
ing. 


The  directive  force  of  the  Journal  has 
evidently  changed ;  but  it  has  not 
changed  in  political  morals.  This  can.  be 
seen  instantly  in  an  editorial  lie  about 
Nelson  W.  Aldrich  on  the  24th  January 
instant. 


tremendous  financial,  social,  political 
power  which  that  right  carries,  for  which 
the  railway-  are  expending  millions  in 
this  contest. — From  Charles  A.  Prouty's 
"The  President  and  the  Railroads"  in 
the  February  Century. 

Does  sputum  become  less  fatal  to  the 
lives  of  traveling  citizens  when  placed 
oi\  the  east  or  west,  or  north  or  south 
side  of  a  curbstone? 


Messrs^  Tillman  and  Hale,  both  Sen- 
ators in  Congress,  express  "doubt"  about 
the  right  or  power  of  Congress  to  make 
laws  governing  insurance  by  a  New  York 
company  in  al!  the  States,  or  laws  gov- 
erning the  action  of  railroad  corpora- 
tions, with  roads  through  all  States  from 

gentlemen  have  never  expressed  any 
doubt  about  the  question  of  right,  or  the 
scope  .of  power  in  Congress,  to  destroy 
the  fundamental  power  of  silver,  as 
money,  as  was  done  in  1873.  It  was 
Congressional  anarchy,  and  men  are  com- 
ing rapidly  noted  to  see  it. 

A  lady  whom  the  writer  knows  bought 
a  pair  of  rubbers.  Her  first  use  of  them 
was  to  go  down  Broadway  to  the  Olney- 
viiie  (branch)  Post  Office;  her  path  took 
the  lady  across  the  railroad  bridge  on 
Broadway.  Here  she  stepped  without 
knowing  it  upon  a  live  coal  thrown  by 
a  passing  locomotive  through  a  crack  in 
the  planking.  A  fatal  hole  was  instantly 
burned  in  the  lady's  rubber.  Have- 
women,  and  men,  too,  no  rights  against 
such  an  outrage,  under  a  sidewalk  in  the 
citv  as  this  bv  a  railroad? 


After  several  years  in  close  contact 
with  books,  the  writer  comes  to  this 
conclusion,  that  Lambard's  Perambula- 
tions in  Kent  is  one  of  the  most  learned 
and  wonderful  books  which  he  has  ever 
encountered.  Tt  i=  a  lav.-  book  of  first 
class  power.  Tt  i^  written  solely  in  the 
interest  of  truth  by  a  man  absolutely 
fearless,  and  it  is  a  beautiful  picture  of 
the  towns  in  "our"  County  in  Kent.  Eng- 
land, as  they  existed  in  1576  and  cen- 
turies before. 


A> 
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THE 

MEANING    OE    THE    PHRASE 

"THE     MANOR     OF     EAST     GREENWICH 

IN    OUR    COUNTY    OF    KENT," 

IN    THE 

CHARTER    OF    RHODE    IS1AND 

IN     1663. 

After  the  time  of  the  Romans  that  land, 
now  called  England,  became  known  as 
the  English  Heptarchie;  otherwise  the 
Seven  Kingdoms.  The  third  of  these 
kingdoms  was  that  portion  now  known 
as  the  County  of  Kent.  These  kingdoms 
had  each  its  proper  laws,  customs,  and 
manners  of  life  (Lambard  Intro).  These 
laws  and  customs  came  from  different 
nations,  Britains,  Romans,  .  Saxons, 
Danes  and  Normans;  and  in  years,  some- 
what as  follows:  B.  C.  45,  A.  D.  121, 
A.  D.  449,  A.  D.  547.  During  all  these 
years  ecclesiastical  laws  and  government 
was  supreme,  and  the  monks  were  the 
only  writers  of  history.  Pope  Gregory 
1st  attempted  to  "evangelize''  Britain.  He 
sent  Ethelbert  about  A.  D.  600.  He  was 
soon  succeeded  by  Augustine,  and  Au- 
gustine by  a  long  line  of  archbishops. 
Their  seat  of  power  wast  Qanterbury 
K( 

Ecch 

brother    (Larnbard's    Peramb.l  (p4,  fcfa) 

e'fl  an 
1 
1 


Their  seat  of  power  was  Canterbury,  in 
Kent,"  and  that  kingdom  \bWme  .  the 
Ecclesiastical  Primacy.  «J)ffc|WJa|tJrd 
'T  ambard's  Peramb./  (pj,  &J4) 
the  Conqueror,  /b/e2n/e|  ar 
La n franc  Eu|cfe(i:1  till  pnc 
imate    of    all\  KnilLiV  \  \n< 

V) 


of    William    the    Conquero 
archbishop ; 
became    Prima 


that  he  and  his  successors  "should  from 
thenceforth  (A.  D.  1099)  have  place  in 
all  councils  at  the  Pope's  right  foot" 
(Lambard,  86).  The  reason  assigned 
was  that  even  as  the  Kentish  people,  by 
an  ancient  prerogative  of  manhood,  doe 
challenge  the  first  front  (head  of  the 
column)  in  every  battle,  so  the  arch- 
bishops of  their  (the  men  of  Kents) 
shire  ought  by  good  congruence  (agree- 
ableness)  to  be  preferred  before  the  rest 
of  the  bishops  of  the  whole  realm" 
(Larnbard's  Peramb.  1656,  p.  80).  The 
rulers  of  'Kent,  before  Ethelbert,  were 
styled  kings  ;  he  was  himself  so  styled. 
Odo  was  made  Earl  of  Kent.  William 
the  Conqueror  came  into  Kent  A.  D. 
1067,  and  Lambard  has  preserved  for  us 
the  story  of  His  reception  by  the  men  of 
Kent.  Mr.  Lambard  attributes  the  rise 
of  ecclesiastical  control  over  the  civil 
power  to  the  frauds  of  Augustine,  the 
(intrigue)  power  of  Lanfranc,  and  the 
industry  (political)  of  Anselm ;  every 
one  were  appointees  of  the  Pope  of 
Rome  (Lambard.  p.  So).  They  controlled 
the  lands  just  as  the  Friars  controlled 
it  in  Luzon,  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  paid  millions  of  money  to 
them  to  release.  I  return  to  the  acts  of 
the  men  of  Kent. 

"The  intolerable  pride  of  the  Normans 
(entering  Kent)  so  enraged  the  com- 
mon people  in  Kent  that  they  ran  for 
their  weapons,  and  meeting  at  Sw:n- 
comb  the  archbishop  and   the  abbot  for 


ulll 


their  captains.  Each  man  then  got  him 
a  green  bough  in  his  hand  and  bare  it 
over  his  head  in  such  sort  as  when  the 
Duke  (William  of  Normandy)  ap- 
proached he  was  much  amazed  there- 
with, thinking  at  first  that  it  had  been 
some  miraculous  wood  that  moved  to 
wards  him.  But  as  he  came  within  hear- 
ing, the  men  cast  away  their  boughs  and 
at  the  sound  of  a  trumpet  bewraied 
(m?de  visible)  their  weapons  and  dis- 
patched towards  him  a  messenger  which 
spake  unto  him  in  this  manner:  'The 
Commons  of  Kent,  most  noble  Duke, 
are  ready  to  offer  either  peace  or  war 
at  thine  own  choice  and  election.  Peace 
with  their  faithful  obedience  if  thou  wilt 
permit  them  to  enjoy  their  ancient  liber- 
tics.  IV an;  and  that  most  deadly,  if  thou 
deny  it  iiiem':'  (Lambard,  26.)  The 
Duke  granted  their  request  to  enjoy  their 
ancient  liberties.  These  liberties  were 
the  ''Ancient  Franchises  then  in  Kent". 
(Lambard,  529).  Mr.  Lambard  has  pre- 
served the  nature  of  those  ancient  lib- 
erties, the  chifest  of  which  was  Gavel- 
kind, which  was  the  tenure  of  land  uni- 
versal in  Kent.  This  custom  gave  all 
kin  descent;  dower  of  the  moytie;  free- 
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dom  of  birth,  and  sundry  other  usages 
I  different  from  all  other  countries"  (Lam- 
bard, 25).  Again,  lands  of  Gavelkind 
nature  came  to  the  Queen's  hands  by 
purchase  or  by  escheat  as  holden  of  her 
manor  of  A,  which  she  purchased. 
Now,  after  her  death,  all  her  sonncs 
shall  inherit  and  divide  them;  but  if 
they  come  to  her  by  forfeiture  in  treason 
(escheat)  or  by  gift  of  Parliament  so 
that  her  Grace  is  seized  of  them  in 
jure  coronac,  then  her  eldest  son  only, 
which  shall  be  king  after  her,  shall  en- 
joy them....  but  if  at  any  time  after 
the  same  lands  be  granted  to  a  common 
person  they  shall  revert  to  their  former 
tenure  gavelkind  (Lambard's  Peramb.  in 
Kent,  1656,  p.  593-4)- 

The  word  tenure  in  English  means, 
according  to  Webster,  "the  manner  of 
holding  lands  and  tenements  of  a  su- 
perior". In  England  ail  lands  were  held 
mediately  or  immediately  from  the  King 
as  paramount  and  supreme  proprietor  of 
all  the  lands  in  the  kingdom  (Black- 
stone's  Com.  2,  105).  Blackstone  cites 
Spelman  as  saying  "allodial  property 
no  subject  in  England  has"  (Blackstone 
Com.   2,    105).     This   was    written   in    or 
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about  1612;  but  it  was  not  true.  Spclman, 
in  case  he  ever  wrote  it,  was  acting  in  the  I 
ecclesiastic  influence.    He  is  contradicted  j 
by   Somner,   writing   in    1660    (Somner's  J 
Treatise   on    Gavelkind,   p.   88).     Again,  I 
"Every   man    in    Kent    is   a   Freeholder'* 
(Lambard,    p.    9).      "Gavelkind    is    uni-  j 
versa!    in    Kent'"    (Lambard,    595).      "It  ! 
prevaileth    everywhere    in   Kent"'    (Lam- 
bard,  9).    "Gavelkind  liseth  never  a  word  ; 
in  soccage"  (Lambard,  603).    "Ail  gavel-  I 
kind    land    is    desirable    for    the    allodial   j 
property  doth  follow  the  civil  law"   (Ba-  | 
con's  Abridgment,  2,  642;  also  Lambard's  j 
Peramb.  61S).     Allodial  iands  are  inde-  j 
pendent  of  a  lord  paramount;  the  King 
was    individual    owner   of   the   manor   of  : 
Kent;    did   he   or   did   he   not   hold   this  j 
manor  independent  of  a  lord  paramount?   1 
When  he  gave  a  part  of  his   dominions   ! 
to  certain  men  here  in  Rhode  Island  to  i 
be  held  as  he,  the  King  held,  the  manor 
of  East  Greenwich,  did  not  the  customs  j 
or   tenure   of   gavelkind   come   here,   and   [ 
were  not  the  Rhode  Island  lands  allodial  ? 
I    now    propose    considering    the    manor  I 
of    East    Greenwich,    in    our    county    of  j 
Kent,  and  how  it  influenced  or  affected   I 
the  foundation  of  the  property  rights  in   j 
Rhode  Island. 

The    King    of    England,    Charles    the  j 
Second,  in  1663  granted  a  charter  to  the  j 


Governor  and  Company  of  ail  that  part 
of  "our  dominions  in  New  England — 
Xahantick  and  Nanhygansett,  alias  Nara- 
gansett  Bay,  and  countries  and  part.-> 
adjacent",  with  "ail  firm  lands,  soils, 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters, 
etc" — "to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  for- 
ever upon  trust"  for  their  successors. 
"To  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors as  of  the  manner  of  East  Green- 
wich, in  our  county  of  Kent,  in  free  and 
common  soccage,  and  not  in  capiie,  nor 
by  knight's  service",  etc.  (Charter,  Di- 
gest, 1719,  p.  ;).  This  was  the  first 
printed  edition  of  this  charter. 

The  American  Historical  Review  for 
October,  1905,  contains  a  paper  on  this 
clause  as  it  is  written  in  the  Rhode 
Island  Charter,  by  Edward  B.  Cheyney, 
professor  of  European  History  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  From  this 
paper  I  quote  the  special  points  con- 
tended for  by  the  author  of  the  paper : 

1  st.  "The  question  naturally  arises 
whether  there  is  any  particular  signifi- 
cance in  this  oft  repeated  expression,  and 
if  so,  what?" 

2nd.  "Why  should  the  land  granted  in 
the  new  world  be  held  from  some  manor 
and  not  from  the  crown"? 

3rd.  "An  examination  of  the  customs 
of  the  manor  does  not  disclose  anything 
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very  characteristic  or  unusual". 

4th.  "The  prominence  ol  the  manor  of 
East  Greenwich  in  the  formula  (of  Char- 
ters and  Deeds)  still  suggests  the  ques- 
tion whether  there  was  anything  peculiar 
about  it,  that  made  it  specially  suited  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  those  who  granted 
or  those  who  received  the  colonial  char- 
ters". 

The  learned  gentleman  reaches  this 
final  conclusion :  "East  Greenwich  was 
no  different  from  any  other  manor;  its 
customs  were  not  particular;  its  tenure 
was  not  especially  significant;  its  mention 
in  the  colonial  charters  did  not  bring 
the  colonies  into  any  relationship  with 
it.  So  far  as  the  colonial  charters  are 
concerned  East  Greenwich  was  merely  j 
an  empty  name". 

I  venture  to  suggest  that  there  was  no 
grant  of  lands  "from  some  manor".  The 
grant  of  the  Rhode  Island  lands  was 
from  the  King.  Second,  I  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  manor  of  East  Green- 
wich had  no  customs,  but  was  itself  sub- 
ject to  the  customs  of  Kent. 

I  cannot  agree  to  the  final  conclusion 
of  the  learned  gentleman,  that  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Charter  East  Greenwich 
was  merely  an  empty  name. 


I  propose  now  to  consider  in  what  the 
ancient  liberties  of  our  county  consisted; 
also  in  what  consisted  the  custom  or 
tenure  of  gavelkind;  and  how  soccagi 
meant  individual  labor  for  the  lord  by 
a  tenant  in  soccage  in  some  form ;  and 
how  the  King's  title  to  the  manor  oi 
East  Greenwich  was  fixed  by  the  "cus- 
toms" of  Kent;  which  manor  was  used 
by  the  King  to  show  the  tenure  which 
a  Rhode  Island  man  held  under  the 
King's  charter.  These  things  I  propose 
to  show  by  citations  from  the  most  an- 
cient and  most  authentic  authors.  It  is 
upon  these  opinions  that  I  rest  my  own 
For  convenience1 1  have  numbered  them: 
first  these  from  William  Lambard,  his 
Perambulations  in  Kent.  London  T656: 
1 

Concerning  the  authority  of  Lambard 
I  produce  the  language  of  the  Court  of 
the  King's  Bench,  Chief  Justice  Holt, 
from  an  opinion  given  in  1703.  "Yet  it 
appears  from  the  best  authors,  as  Lam- 
bard's  Saxon  Laws,  that  all  the  lands  in 
England  were  of  the  nature  of  gavelkind. 
and  descended  equally  to  all  the  issue 
before  the  conquest".  (Raymond's  Re- 
ports King's  Bench,  2,  p.  1024.)  After 
the  conquest,  A.  D.  1066,  these  conditions 
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existed  only  in  Kent  for  more  than  five 
centuries.  The  difference  between  the 
county  of  Kent  and  all  other  counties 
in  England  is  thus  set  forth  by  Mr. 
Lambard : 

2 

"This  shire  even  unto  this  day  en- 
joyeth  the  custom  of  gavelkind,  give  all 
kin  descent;  dower  of  the  moytie;  free- 
dom of  birth ;  and  sundry  other  usages 
much  different  from  other  countries" 
(Perambulations  in  Kent,  London,  1656, 
P-  25). 

I  3 

''Thus  I  have  lightly  run  over  such 
customs  as  by  mean  of  this  gavelkynde 
tenure  do  appertain  either  to  the  Lord, 
or  to  the   Tenant,   the   Husband,   or  the 


the    Chi 


Gardein.      To 


these  I  will  add  confessedly  a  few  other 
things,  of  the. which  some  belong  gen- 
erally to  the  Kentish  man  throughout  the 
shire.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  some  ! 
particular  quarter  of  the  country,  and 
some  of  the  tenants  in  Gavelkynde  only, 
and  to  none  other"  (Lambard's  Perambu- 
lations in  Kent,  62S). 

4 
.  "The  bodies  of  all  Kentish  persons 
be  of  free  condition".  This  touches  the 
safety  of  a  female  child  of  a  tenant  by 
vielein.  Outside  of  Kent  a  landlord  could 
give  the  girl  to  whomsoever  he  pleased. 
(Lambard,  p.  628.) 

5 
"Kentish  estates  held  by  the  tenure 
Gavelkind  represent  the  Socage  tenure 
which  before  the  conquest  (A.  D.  1066) 
was  common  to  the  country  at  large,  but 
had  in  this  single  country  (Kent)  suc- 
ceeded in  holding  its  own"  (Low's  Diet. 
Eng.  Hist.  489). 

6 
"Gavelkind  is  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing examples  of  the  customary  law  in 
England:  It  is"  a  peculiar  tenure  pre- 
vailing chiefly  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
but  now  found  also  in  other  parts  of 
England.     It  is  no  doubt  correctly  traced 


to  the  Saxon  land  laws  prevailing  before 
the  conquest,  A.  D.  1066.  Its  survival 
in  one  part  of  the  country  is  regarded 
as  a  concession  extorted  from  the  Con- 
queror by  the  superior  bravery  of  the 
men  of  Kent''  (Ency.  Brit.  1879,  v.  10, 
119). 

7 

"Gavelkind  occurs  as  of  common  right 
in  the  County  of  Kent ;  it  is  universally 
known  that  the  Kentish  men  obtained 
concessions  from  the  Conqueror,  A.  D. 
1066,  by  which  they  retained  their  an- 
cient liberties.  It  is  principally  here  that 
we  meet  with  the  custom  of  gavelkind, 
though  it  is  to  be  found  in  some  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom"  (Stephen's  Com- 
ments, Eng.  Law,  1.  200). 

8 
"For  reasons  now  long  forgotten  par- 
ticular counties,  cities,  towns,  manors 
and  lordships  were  indulged  with  the 
privilege  of  abiding  by  their  own  cus- 
tome  in  contradistinction  to  the  rest  of 
the  nation  at  large;  which  privilege  is 
confirmed  to  them  b}r  several  acts  of 
Parliament.  Such  is  the  custom  of  gavel- 
kind in  Kent  and  some  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom"  (Stephen's  Comment  Laws 
of  Eng.  1,  53). 

9 

"The  greatest  part  of  the  lands  in  Eng- 
land were  held  by  the  tenure  by  knight- 
service ;  and  several  of  these  fruits  and 
consequences  of  the  feudal  tenure  be- 
longed also  to  tenure  in  socage.  The 
appres-ion  of  the  feudal  conditions  of 
relief,  wardships,  and  marriage  were 
enormously  severe  for  many  ages  after 
the  Norman  conquest,  and  even  down 
to  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts  (1603)".  This 
relates  to  the  greatest  part  of  England; 
the  County  of  Kent  was  excepted. 
(Kent's  Com.  Amer.  Law,  3,  505.) 

10 

"The  fundamental  maxim  of  the  Feu- 
dal Law  was  that  the  King  is  the  su- 
preme lord  of  all  the  lands  in  the  Eng- 
land"  (distance  Const.  Eng.,  256). 
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"The  first  quality  of  Gavelkind  land 
was  that  it  was  alienable  without  any 
license,  according  to  the  true  nature  of 
the  Roman  Patrimonial  Property,  and 
very  different  from  the  Feudal  Servi- 
tude" (Bacon's  Abridgment  Eng.  Law, 
v.  2,638). 

12 

"The  next  property  of  Gavelkind  lands 
was  that  they  were  not  forfeitable  for 
felony,  but  for  treason  they  were  for- 
feitable; for  the  reason  that  feudal  for- 
feitures only  held  in  lands  where  there 
were  tenures,  and  not  in  allodial  prop- 
erty; and  the  allodial  property  was  only 
forfeitable,  according  to  the  Roman 
civil  law,  for  the  crimen  laese  mdj.es- 
taiis3'  (Bacon's  Abridgment,  2,  63S). 

13 

"Upon  the  death  of  a  tenant  in  cap  it e, 
his  land  was  seized  by  the  crown  and  an 
inquisitio  post  mortem  taken  before  the 
escheator"  (Kent's  Com.  Amer.  Law,  3, 
505).  No  such  thing  was  possible  in 
the  County  of  Kent  in  England,  nor 
under  the  Charter  of  1663  in  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

J4 

"It  is  enough  to  shew  the  custom  at 
large  and  to  say  that  the  land  lieth  in 
Kent  and  that  all  the  landes  there  be  of 
the  nature  of  Gavelkind"  (Lambard,  p. 
596). 

15 

"All  Gavelkind  land  is  deviseable  for 
the  allodial  property  doth  follow  the 
rules  of  the  Civil  Law,  which  permits 
any  person  to  make  his  will  and  dispose 
of  his  estate"  (Bacon's  Abridgment,  2, 
642;  also,  Lamb.  Peramb.,  618). 

16 

"In  every  county  in  England,  save  only 
Kent,  the  landlord's  power  was  tempes- 
tive  to  revoke  and  resume  lands  held 
by   villeins,    out    of    his    hands    into   his 

own the  tenant  being  ignorant  and 

not    knowing    over    night    what    service 


might  be  required  of  him  the  next  morn- 
ing; he  might  have  greater  taxations 
laid  upon;  nor  might  he  marry  his 
daughter  without  a  fine  to  his  landlord 
and  his  leave  and  license"  (Somner's 
Gavelkind,  1660,  p.  139). 

17 

"A  custom  of.  devising  lands  held  un- 
der Gavelkind  may  be  alleged  in  a  city, 
or  borough,  or  manor,  but  not  in  an  up- 
land town"  (Coke's  Institute,  Hawkins 
ed.,  1719,  p.  162).  This  law  explains  the 
use  of  the  clause  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Charter  and  in  other  charters  and 
deeds,  and  shows  why  it  was  used. 
Gavelkind  was  universal  in  Kent,  but 
only  isolated,  and  under  special  statutes 
in  other  counties  »"  Aiiigiaiiu. 

18 
"Escheats  were  incident  to  tenure  in 
socage,  as  they  were  to  tenure  in  knight- 
service,  except  only  in  Gavelkind  lands, 
which  are  subject  to  no  escheats  for 
felony,  but  are  subject  for  want  of 
heirs"  (Blackstone's  Com.  Eng.  Law,  2, 
89). 

19 
"A  pregnant  proof  of  these  liberties 
of  socage  tenure  were  fragments  of 
Saxon  liberty;  but  the  nature  of  Gavel- 
kind affords  us  a  still  stronger  argument. 
It  is  universally  known  what  struggles 
the  Kentish  men  made  to  preserve  their 
ancient  liberties"  (Blackstone's  Com. 
Eng.  Law,  2,  84). 

20 

"We  come  now  to  the  descent  of  chil- 
dren, which  runs  through  all  the  lands  of 
Kent,  and  it  is  probable  that  all  Bock- 
lands  in  England  were  thus  partible, 
though  it  further  happened  that  all  the 
lands  in  Kent  were  all  allodial  without 
villain,  and  for  the  most  part  without 
copyhold;  it  is  a  sufficient  plea  in  vil- 
lenage  to  say  the  defendant's  father  was 
born  in  Kent"  (Bacon's  Abridgment, 
1793.  v.  2,  639;  also  Lambard's  Peramb. 
in  Kent,  1656,  p.  628). 


"Touching  the  manner  of  descent  (in 
Kent)  it  is  first  to  male  children;  then 
to  female;  then  to  collateral  relations, 
and  the  descent  had  after  the  manner  of 
the  civil  law,  regard  to  the  Stirpes" 
(Bacon's  Abridg.  2,  640;  also  Lambard's 
Peramb.  in  Kent,  1656,  p.  608). 
22 

"Bockland  is  reckoned  by  the  best  an- 
tiquarians to  be  Saxon,  and  the  same 
with  Gavelkind  in  Kent — both  allodial 
and  exempt  from  feudal  service"  (Ba- 
con's Abridgment,  2,  637). 

23 

"Observe  yet  further,  terrain  haeredi- 
taria  jure  conscribere  and  libcram  pro- 
/•Iniii nvp  the  I  ?t,n  r>hr3se  for  c^ea^in0- 
Bo  eland  was  a  prerogative  royal,  or  a 
royalty,  and  out  of  the  power  of  any 
subject"  (Somner's  Gavelkind,  1660,  p. 
112). 

24 

"By  the  custom  of  Gavelkind  a  hus- 
band, after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  is 
to  have  a  moiety  of  such  Gavelkind  land 
whereof  his  wife  had  an  estate  of  in- 
heritance, whether  he  had  issue  by  her 
or  not"  (Bacon's  Abridgment,  2,  641 ;  or 
Lambard's  Peramb.  615). 

25 
"So,  too,  it  was  with  the  wife,  after 
the  death  of  her  husband,  a  moiety  (one- 
half)  of  his  inheritance  in  Gavelkind,  to 
hold  as  long  as  she  continues  unmar- 
ried."   (Same  paper  as  preceding.) 

26 
"By  the  custom  of  Gavelkind  one  may 
be   a   tenant   by   curtesy  without   having 
issue"  (Coke's  Institute,  Hawkins'  Abdg., 
1719,  p.  42). 

27 

"By  Gavelkind  a  wife  shall,  upon  her 

husband's    death,    receive    one-half    the 

Gavelkind  lands,  so  long  as  she  remains 

sole"    (Coke's    Institute,    Hawkins'    ed., 

1 719,  P-  49)- 

28 
The  Danes  seized  the  County  of  Kent 
from  the  sea  to  London  in  the  year  85 r. 


Canterbury  and  the  manor  of  East  Green- 
wich were  both  included.  This  Danish 
control  continued  until  the  year  1017, 
when  it  was  finally  driven  out.  Imme- 
diately after  this  "conquest  the  manor  of 
East  Greenwich  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Bishop  of  Lysieux  in  France, 
and  was  made  to  bare  since  to  Odo,  then 
Bishop  of  Baieux  and  Earl  of  Kent; 
after  that  the  manor  belonged  to  the 
Abbot  of  Gaunt  in  Flanders  till  such 
time  as  Henry  the  Fifth  drove  out  the 
French,  in  1416,  and  seized  into  his  own 
hands  the  lands  of  the  Prior's  aliens,  and 
bestowed  them  upon  the  charter  house 
Monks  of  Shene,  which  body  he  had 
newly  created.  It  so  remained  until  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  8th,  who  annexed  it 
to  the  Crown"  (Lambard's  Perambula- 
tions in  Kent,  472,  3).  Was  not,  then, 
this  manor  held  by  its  owner  independ- 
ent of  a  Lord  Paramount? 

29 

Mr.  Lambard,  writing  in  1570,  says: 
"But  as  nothing  is  more  inconstant 
than  the  estate  that  we  have  in  lands 
and  living,  if  at  the  least  I  may  call  that 
an  estate,  which  never  standeth  so;  long 
since  these  tenures  have  been  so  indiffer- 
ently mixed  and  confounded  in  the  hands 
of  each  sort,  that  there  is  not  now  any 
note  of  difference .  to  be  gathered 
(Peramb.  in  Kent,  1656,  p.  7).  The 
writer  not  long  since  gathered  some  of 
these  tenures.  The  list  contains  upwards 
of  212  sorts  of  tenures  made  between 
the  years  A.  D.  545  and  1660.  The  land- 
lords were  forging  new  chains  with 
which  to  bind  their  tenants. 

By  the  statute  of  Parliament,  in  the 
12th  year  of  Charles  the  Second,  these 
tenures  were  all  destroyed,  save  only 
Gavelkind,  and  that  now  known  as  the 
Fee  Simple  substituted. 

30 
"Tenants  currying  favor  and  comply- 
ing with  their  lords — thereby  to  better 
their  estates  and  by  degrees  to  creep  out 
of  villcnage  into  a  kind  of  socage,  a 
tenure  thus  grown  to  that  latitude,  and 
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to  compromise  as  it  helps  to  make  that 
Dichotomy  mto  which  all  the  kingdomes 
lands  in  the  hands  of  common  persons 
in  point  of  tenure  are  resolvel — chivalry 
being  the  other"  (Somner  of  Gavelkind, 
London,  1660,  p.  129;. 

Dichotomy  here  means  the  two  classes, 
landlords  and  tenants. 

31 

"This  custom  (Gavelkind)  is  said  to 
be  in  force  in  divers  places  in  England, 
but  especially  in  Kent.  This  custom  on 
divers  gentlemen's  lands  was  altered  at 
their  own  petition  by  act  of  Parliament, 
32,  Henry  8th,  cp.  3.  But  it  appeareth 
by  18,  Henry  6,  cp.  pri.,  that  in 
|hose  days  (1440)  there  were  not  above 
thirty  or  forty  persons  in  Kent  that  held 
by  any  other  tenure"  (Cowell's  Inter- 
preter, wherein  is  set  forth  the  true 
meaning  of  all  tenures.  London,  1607). 
32 

In  support  of  his  opinion  Doctor 
Cowell  recites  the  opinion  of  John 
Kitchen  (Hist,  of  Jurisdictions,  or  Law- 
ful Authority  of  Courts,  Leet.  Baron, 
of  Marshalsea,  and  Pyepowder,  and  An- 
cient desm#siie,  tenures,  etc.,  London, 
1580,  folio   102). 
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Verstegan  also  "reporteth  the  cause 
.why  Kentishmen  rather  use  their  cus- 
tome  than  (that)  of  any  other  Province, 
viz.,  because  it  was  a  composition  made 
betweene  the  Conqueror  and  them  after 
alt  England  beside  teas  conquered,  that 
they  should  enjoy  their  Ancient  customs, 
that  is,  the  tenures  of  land  existing  be- 
fore the  Conqueror  came  in  1066"  (Vers- 
tegan's  Restitution  of  Decayed  Intelli- 
gence, Antwerp,  1605). 

A  note  may  not  be  unnecessary  to  ex- 
plain a  word  in  No.  32,  to  wit.,  "Pye- 
powder Courts".  '  These  courts  were  to 
sit  only  at  Fairs,  or  other  great  gather- 
ings, like  settling  disputes  between  buy- 
ers and  sellers.  These  courts  usually 
sat  in  summer  when  (Mr.  Jacob  tells  us) 
the  suitors  usually  had  dusty  feet.  Pye 
in     Norman-French    meaning    the     foot. 


These  courts  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter  of  tenures. 

Prof.  Cheyney  attempts  to  show  that 
the  tenure  of  Gavelkind  in  Kent,  under 
which  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich  was 
held  and  which  was  used  as  a  model  for 
the  Rhode  Island  Charter,  was  in  no 
way  different  from  the  socage  tenure  in 
all  other  counties  in  England.  He  cites 
a  memorial  to  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1600, 
which  reads:  "Since  the  death  of  Henry 
8th  (Jan.,  1547)  all  persons  for  the  most 
part  who  have  purchased  lands  of  the 
King,  or  of  Her  Majesty,  do  accustum- 
ably  for  the  ease  of  their  tenures  and 
services  and  for  that  they  zvill  avoide  to 
hi  called  by  -jcritte  for  respect  of 
Homage,  desire  to  hold  their  lands  in 
Free  Soccage,  as  of  ner  Majesties  manor 
of  Estgrenewich;  whereby  the  number 
of  them  that  hold  of  the  said  manor  are 
at  this  day  become  infinite".  Six  hun- 
dred years  had  elapsed  since  the  tenure 
of  East  Greenwich  in  our  County  of 
Kent  had  been  fixed  in  Gavelkind.  If 
there  was  no  difference  between  Kent 
and  the  other  counties,  why  did  the 
buyers  desire  this  form,  or  how  could  it 
"ease  their  tenures"?  If.  Mr.  Cheyney's 
view  is  correct,  why  did  men  in  Kent 
apply  to  Parliament  for  special  laws 
enacted  for  specific  individuals  to  the 
end  that  "their  possessions  in  Kent  be 
altered  from  the  nature  of  Gavelkind? 
There  was  one  such  petition  in  the  15th 
Hen.  8th;  thirty-four  in  31st  Hen.  Sth ; 
forty-three  cases  in  the  2  &  3  Eliz. ;  and 
two  cases  in  the  6th  of  Eliz.  (Lambard's 
Peramb.  in  Kent,  1656,  pp.  564-5).  Ac- 
cording to  the  learned  gentleman,  all 
over  England,  outside  of  Kent,  the  num- 
bers seizing  upon  the  land  tenure  of 
that  county  had  "become  infinite".  But 
dissatisfied  men  in  that  county  are  shown 
by  Lambard  to  be  exactly  80  in  number. 

Prof.  Cheyney  gives  this  specimen; 
he  says :  "Taking  a  chance  example  in 
May,  1590,  Elizabeth's  commissioners  for 
the  sale  of  lands  sold  for  the  sum  of 
£iS?7-l5~3  to  Robert   Paddow  and  John 
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Molds  worth  lands  in  different  counties. 
The  deeds  of  all  these  lands  in  various 
counties  sold  to  these  men  contained 
this  clause  :  'De  nobis  heredibus  nostris 
et  successoribus  ut  de  manerio  nostro 
de  Estgrenewich  in  comitatu  nostro  de 
Kent  per  ftdelitatem  tantuni  in  libero  et 
communi  soccagio  et  non  in  capite  nee 
per  servicium  militum'." 

If  this  clause  meant  nothing,  why  was 
it  used  ?  Seventy-three  years  later  it 
was  used  in  the  Rhode  Island  Charter, 
and  now  I  will  attempt  to  show  how  it 
operated  in  Rhode  Island.  The  Charter 
of  Charles  the  First  went  into  operation 
on  the  ist  of  March,  1664. 

The  Council!  of  the  Town  of  Provi- 
dence on  the  27th  May.  1667.  made  a  will 
under  which  the  property  of  Nicholas 
Power,  a  Freeman  of  the  town,  should 
descend  to  his  heirs.  The  Council  said: 
"We  are  authorized  by  the  law  of  this 
his  majesties'  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  to  take  care 
of  the  estates  of  such  persons  as  die 
intestate — and  by  His  Majesties  au- 
thority committed  to  us  to  the  same 
end,  make  and  draw  up  a  will  initial  of 
the  deceased  man's  will".  Nicholas 
Power  had  'been  dead  more  than  ten 
years  when  this  will  was  made.  He  left 
two  children;  these  children  were  about 
coming  of  legal  age  to  inherit.  "There- 
fore (the  Council  said)  we  may  pre- 
vent differences  before  they  begin".... 
"Order  and  appoint  that  his  widow,  Jane 
Power,  shall  have,  as  her  widow's  right'', 
etc.  The  Council  then  provided  that 
"the  son  on  coming  of  age  should  have 
certain  land;  his  mother  holding  the 
homestead  until  her  death.  After  his 
mother's  death,  and  not  before,  he  shall 
have  the  dwelling  house,  and  siller,  and 
the Tott  whereon  it  stands;  to  have  and 
hold  for  him  and  his  lawful  begotten 
and  borne  children  if  it  pleases  God  to 
give  him;  &  if  he  die  having  no  child 
then  living,  then  the  said  house  &  lands  j 
shall  descend  to  his  Sister  Hope;  and  J 
if  shee  die  first  &  leave  a  lawfull  borne  j 


child  it  shali  then  descend  to  her  said 
child  or  children,  according  to  the  Laze 
of  the  Charter,  to  wit,  of  Gavelkind 
land",  &c,  &c.    (Prow  Farly  Rec.  1,  32.  j 

At  the  time  this  was  done  the  charter 
had  been  in  operation  three  year;,.  This 
charter  introduced  the  power  of  making 
wills  into  Rhode  Island;  not  a  will 'was 
executed  previously.  Here  is  a  speci- 
men: In  1678,  William  Harris  wrote 
his  Last  Will  and  Testament.  There 
exists  in  it  this  remarkable  language : 
His  children  were  bequeathed  certain 
lands  "according  to  ye  custom  of  Gavel- 
kind land  equally  to  be  divided";  again, 
"His,  her,  and  their  just  and  equal  parts 
of  land  according  to  ye  custom  of  Gavel- 
kind land,  as  in  ye  laws  expressed  & 
as  by  ye  King's  Patent  to  this  collony 
saith,  according  to  ye  custome  of  his 
manner  of  East  Greenwich  in  Kent, 
which  by  Larnbath  preambulations,  &c, 
are  intended  custome  of  Gavelkind". 

A  husband  had  no  tenure  of  curtesy  in 
his  deceased  wife's  estate  until  fixed  by 
the  manor  of  East  Greenwich  clause- 
No.  24,  preceding. 

Before  this  clause  came,  a  widow  had 
nc  right  of  dower  (No.  25).  The  Power 
case  preceding  fixed  it. 

The  curtesy  principle  exists  in  the  case 
of  Alice  Daniels,  a  single  woman,  who 
dwelt  in  Providence,  unmarried,  and  was 
given  a  home  lot.  She  married  John 
Greene;  they  had  no  children;  the  wife 
died.  Her  husband  sold  in  curtesy  her 
land. 

Previous  to  this  clause  no  wife  signed 
a  deed,  with  her  husband,  for  transfer- 
ence of  land  in  Providence. 

Under  this  clause  all  lands  in  Rhode 
Island  were  allodial.  No  Rhode  Island 
Freeman  ever  paid  servile  tribute,  or  did 
homage  to  some  Lord  Paramount. 

This  clause  brought  the  descent  of 
land  to  the  children  of  the  owner,  both 
male  and  female. 

There  was  no  legal  primogeniture  in 
the  descent  of  property  under  the  char- 
ter, nor   was   there   in   "our"   County   of 
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Kent.  The  descent  of  property  per 
stirpes  became  fixed  in  Rhode  Island  by 
this  clause — No.  21,  preceding. 

The  body  of  a  child  born  to  a  man 
owning  land  was  free,  at  its  birth,  from 
any  hold  by  a  landlord;  nor  could  any 
kind  of  transfer  of  land  give  the  grantor 
power  over  a  grantee's  daughter.  No.  16 
preceding. 

This  denial  of  the  tenure  in  capite  in 
this  clau-e  saved  the  Rhode  Island  owner 
from  having  his  land  seized  by  the  King 
in  case  of  his  death.     No.  13. 

An  honest  family  whose  father  com- 
mitted felony  did  not  lose  their  estate  by 
escheat,  as  in  England  all  did,  save  only 
in  Kent.     No.  12. 

A  land  owner  in  Rhode  Island  could 
sell  his  land  without  a  license  of  some 
Lord  Paramount,  just  as  in  "our"  County 
in  Kent  he  could  do  it.     (No.  11.) 

"In  right  of  their  manhood  it  is  agreed 
by  all  men  that  there  were  never  men 
and  Bondmen,  nor  Villaines,  as  the  law 
calleth  them,  in  Kent"  (Lambard,  p.  9). 
Nor  under  the  charter  were  they  in 
Rhode  Island. 

Under  the  light  of  these  great  rights 
which  came  to  the  men  of  Rhode  Island 
after  the  manner  of  East  Greenwich  in 
our  County  of  Kent,  and  which  still 
remain  the  fundament  property  rights 
here,  what  becomes  of  the  statements  of 
the  learned  Professor  that  the  holding  of 
East  Greenwich  manor  was  no  different 
from  the  holding  of  any  other  manor; 
that  its  extent  of  power  served  the  pur- 
poses equally  of  the  grantor  or  the 
grantee ;  or  that  so  far  as  the  Colonies 
(Rhode  Island,  for  instance)  are  con- 
cerned East  Greenwich  was  merely  an 
empty  name,  or  that  its  use  in  deeds  and 
charters  was  a  mere  whim,  whereas  it 
was  required  by  the  laws  of  England? 
No.  17. 

This  shire  (our  County  of  Kent)  even 
to  this  day,  1656,  enjoyeth  the  custom, 
"give  all  kin  descent ;  dower  of  the 
moyatie ;  freedom  of  birth",  etc.  So,  too, 
even  against  the  laws  of  Henry  the  8th 


did  the  Tenure  of  Gavelkind  continue 
to  exist,  not  alone  in  Kent,  but  in  all 
England.  In  the  King's  Bench,  1709, 
"It  was  reviewed  by  the  whole  court 
that  the  lands  lying  in  Kent  should  be 
presumed  prima  facie  to  be  of  the  nature 
of  Gavelkind  without  further  proof" 
(Raymond's  Report,  2,  p.  1292).  Even 
so  recently  as  1841  Parliament  enacted 
a  law  for  the  commutation  of  certain 
manorial  rights  in  respect  to  copyholds 
and  customary  tenures.  This  law  covers 
forty  octavo  pages ;  the  Soth  section 
reads  as  follows : 

"Provided,  always,  and  it  is  hereby 
expressly  enacted  and  declared  that  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or 
be  held,  deemed,  or  construed  to  extend, 
in  any  respect  to  affect,  alter,  or  vary 
the  custom  of  Gavelkind,  as  the  same 
now  exists  and  prevails  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  but  the  same  custom  shall  in  every 
respect  prevail  and  continue  to  prevail 
and  be  exercised  in  the  said  county,  in 
the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent, 
in  all  respects  and  particulars,  after  this 
act  shall  have  passed  as  it  has  prevailed 
and  existed  heretofore,  anything  herein 
contained  notwithstanding". 

"The  inhabitants  of  Kent  who  had 
first  submitted  to  the  Conqueror  (in 
1066)  were  the  first  that  attempted  to 
throw  off  the  yoke"  (Hume's  Hist.  Eng 
1,  201).  Is  there  anything  improbable 
in  the  belief  that  the  men  of  Kent  acted 
with  secrecy,  gathered  at  Swanscombe 
Hill,  near  Rochester,  directly  in  front 
of  the  Conqueror,  who,  being  without 
an  army,  could  only  grant  what  the  men 
of  Kent  asked,  or  have  his  head  cut  off? 
H"  did  what  Mr.  Freeman  admits  that 
he  did — granted  a  return  from  feudalism 
which  he  had  established  all  over  Eng- 
land to  their  ancient  customs. 

In  the  strong  light  of  such  a  history 
this  language  from  Prof.  Cheyney  seems 
strange.  He  says :  "East  Greenwich 
was  no  different  from  any  other  manor: 
its  customs  were  not  particular".  In  this 
opinion   he   has    followed   Mr.  Freeman, 
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who  said:  "There  is  nothing  to  show 
that  Kent  was  better  treated  than  the 
rest  of  England;  as  it  was  put  under 
Odo,  it  was  perhaps  treated  worse.  Wil- 
liam no  doubt  promised  to  the  Kentish- 
men  the  preservation  of  their  ancient 
laws,  but  this  he  did  to  Englishmen 
everywhere".  I  lack  the  patience  to  call 
such  stuff  history,  and  I  shall  again 
touch  the  subject.  Mr.  Freeman's  para- 
graph is  in  direct  contradiction  to  itself. 

Prof.  Cheyney  informs  us  that  the 
clause  "as  of  the  manor  of  East  Green- 
wich in  our  County  of  Kent"  appears  in 
eleven  charters  of  governments  in  what 
is  now  the  United  States  between  the 
years  1606-1674,  to  wit. :  Three  charters 
for  Virginia  by  James  the  1st;  the  First 
New  Enfeiatid,  or  Plymouth,  charter  of 
1620;  the  Massachusetts  Bay  charter. 
1629;  the  Georges  charter  for  Maine, 
1639;  the  Rhode  Island  charter  of  1663. 
and  the  Duke  of  York's  charters  for 
New  York  of  1664  and  for  New  Jersey 
of  1674.  There  were  many  customs  in- 
cluded in  the  Gavelkind  tenure  in  Kent. 
The  various  parties  seeking  these  char- 
ters might  not  all  seek  the  same  exact 
custom;  but  by  using  the  entire  phrase 
they  could  get  /what  they  desired  and 
use    it,    setting    aside,    unusued,    others. 


This  clause  was  sought  by  those  who 
desired  charters  because  they  obtained, 
or  thought  they  obtained,  some  benefit. 


It  is  time  that  men  here  in  the  United 
States  should  find  out  what  in  this 
Democratic  government  stands  in  the 
place  of  a  king.  What  is  the  State? 
Webster  gives  his  ninth  definition,  that 
a  State  is  "the  principle  people  in  a  gov- 
ernment". It  will  cost  something  to  find 
out  whether  that  is  true.  But  it  has  got 
to  be  found  out.  And,  President  Elliot 
of  Harvard  thinks,  pretty  soon. 


The  writer  thanks  Father  Dowling, 
rector  of  the  Catholic  Cathedral,  for  the 
fine  words  which  he  uttered  about  Rog\r 
Williams  before  the  young  men  of  Paw- 
tucket.  He  believed  the  line  between  the 
spiritual  and  temporal  was  distinct,  and 
that  while  the  State  should  attend  to  the 
latter  phase  of  the  life  of  the  individual, 
it  should  in  no  way  interfere  with  his 
method  of  communing  with  God.  This 
being  the  case,  he  would  not  live  in  a 
country  where  the  State  on  the  one  hand 
compelled  espousal  of  the  church  with 
which  it  was  united. 
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I,    UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts.,  Providence. 


EXCELLS  IN  PROMPTNESS  — When  a  business  man  wishes  to 
borrow  money  from  his  bank  it  is  usually  of  importance  that  he 
should  know  the  bank's  decision  promptly.  Recognizing  this  fact 
we  bend  every  effort  to  give  an  early  reply.  The  Customers  of  the 
Union  Trust  Company  whose  business  entitles  them  to  accommo- 
dation have  at  ali  times  its  comfortable  assurance  that  the  com- 
pany is  both  able  and  willing  to  help  them. 


Thi^    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  allow  liberal  interest  on  Cheeking  Accounts. 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 

as  they  were  known  to 

CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 


An  Indian  Map  of  the  Principal  Locations 

known  to  the  NAHIGANSETS  and   ELABORATE 
HISTORICAL     NOTES    by    Sidney    S.     Rider. 

The  edition  consisted  of  495  copies,  369  have  been  sold;    126  remain  to 
be  sold.   Price,  post  paid,  $4.50.   Address  the  Author,  Providence,  R.  I. 


BLAKE  BROTHERS  ,     WANTED! 

opticians.  OLiD    POSTAGE    STAMPS. 

-^j^r-  Correspondence    Solicited. 

55     Snow     Street,     Providence,     R.  I.                           BURNETT~RIDER, 
Prescriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 

prompt  and  careful  attention.  10   Hammond  St.,           Providence,   R.  I, 


BOOK 


NOTES 


HISTORICAL,    LITERARY    AND    CRITICAL. 

CONDUCTED    BY 

SIDNEY   S.    RIDER, 

73   ALMY  STREET,  ....  .  PROVWEKCE,    R.    I. 

Entered  as  Second  class  Matter,  at  the  Providence,   R.   I.   Post  Office. 


50  Cents  per  annum.     Fortnightly. 
Single  Copy  5  Cents. 


Saturday,  Feb.  24,  1906. 


Vol 
No. 


THE    ORIGIN     OF     THE     BIRNAM     WOOD-  AND 

DUNSINANE      INCIDENT     IN      SHAKE- 

SPEARES    MACBETH    CONSIDERED. 

Mr.  Furness,  the  latest  variorum  com- 
mentator of  Shakespeare,  under  the  head- 
ing, "Source  of  the  Plot",  says :  "The 
historical  incidents  (if  a  medley  of  fable 
and  tradition  may  be  accounted  his- 
torical) in  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth  are 
found  in  the  Scoiorum  Historiae  of  Hec- 
tor Boece".  Again,  "There  is  reason  to 
think  that  Holinshed  consulted  this  trans- 
lation". The  translation  referred  to  is 
Bellenden's  of  the  Cronicle  of  Boece. 
Then,  continues  Mr.  Furness.  "Be  this  as 
it  may,  Holinshed  is  Shakespeare's  au- 
thority, Hector  Boece  is  Holinshed's, 
and  Boece  followed  Fordun,  adding  to 
him,  however,  very  freely"  (Furness's 
Macbeth,  379).  I  propose  the  considera- 
tion of  one  famous  incident  of  the  play, 
to  wit,  the  origin  and  antiquity  of  the 
Birnam  wood  incident;  and  first  repro- 
duce a  few  paragraphs  from  the  play: 

"Macbeth  shall  never  vanquished  be 
until  Great  Byrnum  wood  to  high  Duu- 
sinane  hill  shall  come  against  him"'.  (Act 
4,  Sc.  1.) 

'  "Bring  me  no  more  reports,  let  them 
fly  all ;  till  Byrnane  wood,  remove  to 
Dunsinane,  I  cannot  taint  with  peace". 
(Act  5,  Sc.  3) 

Macb.  "I  will  not  be  aftraid  of  death 
and  bane  till  Birnane  Forrest  came  to 
Dunsinane".     (Act  5,  Sc.  3.) 

Macb.      "Let    every    soldier   hew    him 


J  down  a  bough,  And  beart  before  him. 
I  thereby  shall  we  shadow  The  numbers  of 
;  our  host  and  make  discovery  Erre  in  re- 
|    port  of  us".     (Act  5,  Sc.  4.) 

Messenger.  "As  I  did  stand  my  watch 
J  upon  the  hill  T  looked  icwarci  Pyrnanc, 
:  and  anon  me  thought  the  wood  began  to 
J   move".     (Act  5,  Sc.  5.) 

Concerning  this  incident    Air.   Furness 

!    says  :     "It  is  not  only  admittedly  unhis- 

i    torical,  but   its  geography  is   fatal  to  its 

\   vraisemblance.        Dunsinane   lies   as    the 

j   crow  flies  fully  fifteen  miles  southeast  of 

I   Birnam.  and  the  Tay  flows  between.  One 

I   finds  it  hard  to  think  of  Malcolm's  and 

Siward's   troops  bearing  boughs  all   that 

distance.     The  Birnane   tale   is   radically 

legendary"      (p.    327).      Thereupon    Mr. 

Furness   mentions   an   incident  which   he 

says  took  place  "after  the  battle  of  Dup- 

plin" — "ilk  man  a  fagote  made" — "in  the 

wood    of   Lamberkine".     This   he   state ~ 

was   in   the  year   1332,   citing  Wyntou-, 

who   wrote   in    1424.     Mr.   Furness   then 

says,  "The  Birnane  legend  is  not  known 

it    have  been  reduced  to  writing  earlier 

than    1420"    (page    327).    '  FTe    does    not 

state  who  then  referred  to  it. 

I  am  going  to  suggest  another  and 
v  ry  different  origin  of  this  legend,  and 
o  -e  to  which  I  can  find  no  reference  in 
Fairness,  nor  in  any  other  annotate;!-. 
Brst,  then,  as  to  the  chronology  given 
by  Furness.  Shakespeare  wrote  Mac- 
beth about  1606.  He  followed  Holinshed. 
Holinshed  was  first  printed  in  1577.  a-K^ 
1 


3° 


it  was  this  edition  which  Shakespeare 
followed.  Flourished  followed  Bellen- 
den'?  translation  of  the  "Cronicle  of 
Boece";  it  was  made  in  15.41.  The 
Cronicle  of  Boece  was  first  printed  in 
1526.  Here  Mr.  Furness  -^ays,  "Boece 
followed  Fordnn,  but  adding  much". 
'  Ford un  wrote  about  [3S0.  In  this  chro- 
nology Furness  omits  reference  to  An- 
drew Wyntown,  a  Scottish  monk  who 
wrote  his  chronicle;  and  to  William 
Thorne,  who  wrote  in  13^0;  and  to 
Thomas  Spo'tte,  who  wrote  in  1280. 

It  may  be  here  objected  that  Lhe  dates 
here  given  may  be  unfair;  that-  some 
give  the  date  of  publication,  while  the 
Chronicle  might  have  remained  a  manu- 
script many  years  before  its  publication. 
This  will  not  change  tny  conclusions. 
Sprott's  Chronicle,  while  written  about 
1280,  was  never  printed  until  1 7 1 9  ;  For- 
dnn, while  written  about  1380,  was  never 
printed  until  1722.  Boece  was  born 
about  1470;  his  Chronicle  must  have 
been  written  subsequently.  It  was 
printed  in  1526  while  its  author  was  56 
years  of  age;  and  both  the  Bellendeu 
and  Stewart  translations  were  made  in 
154  r.     Boece  was   then   living.      lie   died 


about  155O',  and  must  have  been  we!: 
known  to  the  monks  who  wrote  the 
fabulous  stuff  known  as  Holinshed's 
Chronicles. 

There  are  three  incidents  in  close  con- 
nection, to  wit,  1st,  the  predictions  of 
the  witches;  2nd,  Macbeth  immune  from 
death  by  the  hand  oi  any  man  born  of 
woman;  3rd,  the  bearing  of  "green 
boughs.  Neither  of  the>e  are  mentioned 
by  Ferdun.  Two  of  them,  to  wit.  the 
2nd  and  3rd.  are  mentioned  by  Wyntown 
(Boswell-Stone's  Shakespeare'-  Holin- 
shed,  London,  1S96,  p.  xiiij.  All  three 
appeared  a  century  later,  in  1526.  in  the 
Cronicle  of  Boece.  This  will  appear 
by  this  citation  from  Mr.  Furness.  Re- 
ferring to  Malcom  and  M^duf?,  ht 
quotes  this  from  "Wintownc's  Cronykil": 
"So  they  departed,  and  came  to  Bryn- 
name.  where  they  took  counsel  :  for  they 
heard  that  Macbeth -'had  great  faith  in  a 
saying  that  no  harm  should  come  to 
him  until  he  saw  the  wood  of  Bryn- 
namc  brought  to  Dwnsynane.  Then  ox 
that  wood  did  each  man  take  a  branch 
in  his  hand  and  march  upon  Dwnsynane. 
which  when  Macbeth  saw  he  tied  unto 
the    wood    Lunfanan.      MakdufT   pursued 
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him.  hut  a  knight  who  was  nearest  to  i 
Makheth  engaged  him  in  battle.  'You  | 
fight  in  vain,'  then  said  Macbeth,  'for  | 
no  man  horn  of  woman  may  harm  me*,  j 
Then  answered  the  knight,  '1  was  torn  i 
from  my  mother's  womb,  and  so  was  not  , 
born'."  (Furness's  Macbeth,  396.).  An- 
drew Wyntown  was  a  Scottish  monk  j 
who  Nourished  at  the  beginning  of  the  ■ 
15th  century  (Ency.  Brit,  v.,  24,  1888,  j 
jt.  712),  or,  as  I  have  above  written,  in  '■ 
1424.  This  detail  shows  the  growth  of  1 
the  legends.  Fordun,  1380,  had  nothing  j 
concerning  them;  Wyntown  in  1424  gave  I 
two  of  them;  Boece  in  1526  gives  three;  i 
Holirished  in  1577  uses  all  of  them,  j 
There  was  in  1541  a  prose  translation  j 
in  the  Scottish  language  by  Bellenden.  \ 
and  a  poetic  translation  b>  Stewart,  also  j 
in  1541.  The  Stewart  translation  being  | 
convenient  in  the  Brown  University  Li-  I 
brary,  I  reproduce  a  few  paragraphs  in 
Scotch :  I 
"To  Birnane  wood  passit  the  nycht  befoir 
The  day  he  thocht  that  the  battel!  should 

be, 

And  eii.er.ie  man  ane  greit  branche  of  a  j 

tree, 
\rpone  his  bak  than  other  les  or  mair, 
That    samin    nycht    gart    to    Dunscnane 

vair". 


"Syne  in  the  morne.  sone  be  the  da  wes 

lycht 
This   Makcobey  boheld  into  his  sicht". 
"Said    he    (Alakdufe)    again,    "Thair    of 

that  thou  sail  be 
No  levand  man  this  day  borne  is  of  w\fe, 
I  bet    lies    power    other    with    sword    or 

knyfe 
Or  any  wapin,  me  for  to  schent  or  slo'." 
"I   am  content,  said  he,   that  it  be  so; 
For  I   wes  neuir  yit  of  my  mother  borne 
Truhen    scho    wes    deid   out    of   his    syde 

was  schorne." 
(Stewart's  Metrical  Version  of  Boece's 
Bulk  of  the  Cronicles  of  Scotland,  v.  2, 
pp.  656.  657.) 

For  the  salute  by  the  witches  of  Mac- 
beth and  Banquho,  see  this  same  book 
I  page  636  of  v.  2.) 

Wyntown,  writing  more  than  a  cen- 
tury before  Boece,  makes  this  Caesarian 
operation,  which  Holinshed  places  upon 
Macduff's  mother,  appear  to  have  been 
performed  upon  the  mother  of  an  un- 
named knight  who  fought  and  slew  Mac- 
beth. But  Shakespeare  following  Holin- 
shed permits  Macduff  to  play  the  role  of 
that   hero. 

"Dispaire  thy  charm. 
And  let  the  angell  whom  thou  still  hast 

serued 
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Tell  thee  MacdurTe  was  from  his  moth- 
er's womb 
Vntimely  ript".     (Act  5,  Sc.  7.) 

The   bearing    of   branches   by    soldiers 
behind   which   to   screen  themselves,   ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Furness,  did  not  originate 
at    Birnane    wood,    nor    at    Lamberkine, 
near  by,  in  133-*;  in  proof  of  which  Mr. 
Furness    gives    certain    references.      He 
cites   some  Arabian  poet   who   wrote  at 
some  unknown  time  in  the  10th  century, 
that   "boughs    were   used   to   conceal    the 
army  not  very  long  after  the  confusion 
of  tongues  at  Babel".     (Fttrness's  Mac- 
beth,   326.)      He    cites    Halliwell,    whom    ! 
he  says  quoted  from  the  Thornton  MS. 
an  incident  "related  in  the  old  Romance    j 
T.i^e  of  Alexander  rhe  Great,  that  as  he    I 
drew  nere  the  cite  of  Su'sis  commanded    j 
alle    his    mene    that    ilk    arie    of    thame    j 
suld  sutte   downe  a  brawnche  of  a  tree 
and    bere     thame     furth     with     thame". 
(Furness's  Macbeth,  399.) 

All  this  is  mere  romance.  The  battle 
by  which  Alexander  won  both  the  cities 
of  Snsa  and  Babylon  was  fought  four 
hundred  miles  northeast  from  Susa. 
That  city  surrendered  at  once,  with  no 
necessity  of  secrecy  on  the  part  of  Alex- 
ander   concerning    his    numbers.         The 


name  of  this  city  was  Shushan. 

Mr.  Furness  cites  other  stories  of  mov- 
ing armies  bearing,  each  man,  bough - 
of  trees  in  Arabia  to  hide  their  numbers, 
but  he  fails  to  inform  us  where  in  Arabia 
trees  existed  on  which  boughs  could 
grow;  and  he  cites  in  support.  Sax*. 
Grammaticus.  But  Saxo  wrote  in  r 5 i_j. 
long  after  Fordun,  or  Boece,  or  Wyn- 
town,  or  Thorn,  or  Sprott. 

Such  "history"'  is  not  worth  con- 
sideration, nor  is  his  reference  to  Ed- 
ward Baliol  and  his  bough  bearing  at 
Perth  in  1332  (page  327),  to  which  I 
have  herein  elsewhere  referred.  History 
teaches  us  that  "Edward  Baliol  ran  to 
Perth  ('after  a  battle),  being  closely  pur- 
sued the  whole  way  by  the  Earl  of 
March.  He  Had  just  time  to  get  within 
the  city  and  throw  up  some  barricade- 
when  March"  besieged  him."  Then 
(Knight's  Pict.  Hist.  Eng.  1.  755)  of 
what  use  were  boughs  of  trees  to  Balio! 
at  such  a  time?  The  bearing  of  branches 
of  trees  to  deceive  the  enemy  in  the 
matter  of  numbers  goes  back  into  Eng- 
lish history  much  farther  than  any  of 
the  writers  cited  by  Mr.  Furness  car. 
go,  and  far  more  convincing.  It  was 
first  noted  by  William  Lambard  (Peram- 
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bulation  in  Kent,  1576,)  as  being  done 
by  the  men  of  Kent.  This  fact,  so  far 
as  I  have  examined,  appears  neither  in 
the  Furness  Variorum  Shakespeare  nor 
indeed  in  any  other.  Nevertheless  it 
appears  to  me  of  exceeding  interest. 

The  battle  of  Hastings  was  fought 
just  over  the  southwestern  borders  of 
Kent  14th  October,  1066.  Immediately 
after  this  decisive  defeat  of  the  English, 
not  only  the  inhabitants  of  Kent,  but  of 
all  the  other  counties,  submitted  to  Wil- 
liam the  Duke  of  Normandy.  The  Con- 
queror soon  returned  to  -Normandy.  No 
sooner  had  he  returned  than  the  Norman 
officers  whom  he  had  left  behind  seized 
everybody's  lands,  or  houses,  or  prop- 
erty. The  men  of  Kent  were  the  first 
to  suffer  and  grew  mad  at  these  seizures. 
Mr  Hume  says,  "The  inhabitants  of 
Kent,  who  had  been  the  first  to  submit 
to  the  Conqueror,  were  the  first  to  at- 
tempt to  throw  off  the  yoke"  (Hume's 
Hist.  Eng.  1,  201).  Mr.  Hume  also  cites 
Mr.  Lambard  "as  being  one  of  the 
sources  in  which  to  best  learn  the  con- 
dition of  England  during  the  period  of 
Anglo-Saxon  History  (Hist.  Eng.,  v.  i, 
p.  181). 

The  troubles  which  arose  in   England 
during   the   absence    of   William    obliged 
hi.rri  to  return,  which  he  did  early  in  the 
year    1067.      He    landed    at    Dover    and 
started  for  London.     From  this  point   I 
will    let    Lambard    tell     you     the     story.   ; 
"William    the    Duke    of    Normandy    in- 
vaded   this    realm,    at    whose    hands    the 
commonalty  of  Kent  obtained  with  great 
honour  the  continuation  of  their  ancient   I 
usages,   notwithstanding   that    the    whole 
realm   besides    suffered     alteration     and 
change.     .     .     .     For  proof  I  will  call  to 
witness    Thomas    Spot,    sometime    monk   ; 
and    chronicler    of    Saint    Augustine's    at   I 
Canterbury,    who    if    he    shall    seem    too   j 

weak   to  give   sufficient   authority  to   the   ! 

i 
tale,  because  he  only  of  all  the  storiers  ' 

that   I   have   seene  reporteth   it ;   yet    for  j 

a;  much  as  I  myself  first  published  that  j 

note  out  of  his  history,  and  for  that  the  I 


matter  itself  also  is  neither  incredible 
nor  unlikely,  the  rather  because  this 
shire  even  unto  this  day  (1570)  enjoyeth 
the  custom  give  all  kin  descent  dower 
of  the  moytie,  freedom  of  byrth,  and 
sundry  other  usages  much  different  from 
other  countries,  I  neither  well  may,  ne 
will  at  all,  '  stick  now  eftsoons  (soon 
afterwards  again)  to  rehearse  it"  (Lam- 
bard Peramb.  in  Kent,  1576,  pp.  22,  25). 
Thereupon  this  story  he  tells :  'The 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Abbot 
of  Saint  Augustines  perceiving  the  dan- 
ger, assembled  the  countrymen  together 
and  laid  before  them  the  intollerable 
pride  of  the"  Normans  that  invaded  them, 
and  of  their  own  miserable  condition  if 
they  should  yield  unto  them.  Hy  which 
means  they  so  enraged  the  common  peo- 
ple that  they  ran  forthwith  to  weapon, 
and  meeting  at  Swanescombe  elected  the 
Archbishop  and  the  Abbot  for  their  cap- 
tains. This  done  each  man  got  him  a 
green  bough  in  his  hand  and  bore  it 
over  his  head  in  such  sort  as  when  the 
Duke  approached  he  was  much  amazed 
therewith,  thinking  at  the  first  that  it 
had  been  some  miraculous  wood  that 
had  moved  towards  him.  But  they  as 
soon  as  he  came  within  hearing  cast 
away  their  boughs  from  them,  and  at 
the  sound  of  a  trumpet  bewraied  their 
weapons,  and  withall  dispatched  a  mes- 
senger towards  him  which  spake  unto 
him- in  this  manner:  'The  Commons  of 
Kent,  most  noble  Duke,  are  ready  to 
offer  thee  either  peace  or  warr,  at  thine 
own  choise  and  election.  Peace  with 
their  faithful  obedience  if  thou  wilt  per- 
mit them  to  enjoy  their  ancient  Liberties. 
Warr,  and  that  most  deadly,  if  thou  deny 
it  them"  (Lambard's  Peramb.  in  Kent, 
1576,  P-  23).  This  was  translated  by  Wil- 
liam Lambard  from  the  original  manu- 
script of  the  monk,  Thomas  Sprott,  in 
1570. 

Shakespeare  was  then  twelve  years  old. 
The  practical  truth  of  Lambard's  state- 
ment can  be  shown  by  a  reference  to  the 
statement  of  William  Somner   (Treatise 
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Gavelkind,  London,  1660,  pp.  63,  64). 
Is  it  unreasonable  to  believe  that  this 
act,  which  is  founded  upon  reason  and 
comes  near  being  historic,  was  the 
foundation  for  the  legends  of  Lamber- 
kine,  and  of  Birnam  wood,  and  Dun- 
sinam  ?  Why  cite  the  Tower  of  Babel, 
and  the  Romances  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  or  the  absurd  legend  of  Baliol  ? 
There  is  ground  for  belief  in  this  monk, 
Sprott's  (for  that  was  his  name),  story. 
Mr.  Lambard  affirms  his  own  belief 
and  his  reason  for  his  belief,  "Shall  he 
(Sprott)  seem  too  weak  to  give  sufficient 
authority  to  the  tale  because  he  only, 
of  all  the  storiers,  that  1  have  seen  re- 
porteth  it ;  yet  forasmuch  as  I  myself 
first  published  it  out  of  his  history,  and 
foi  that  matter  itself,  is  neither  incredible 
nor  unlikely",  etc. ,  (Perambulation  in 
Kent,  1576,  p.  22.)  How  could  Macbeth 
have  seen  from  Dunsinane  men  with 
boughs  of  trees  coming  down  Birnam 
Hill,  fifteen  miles  away?  Can  President 
Faunce,  on  College  Hill,  see  a  waving 
bough  on  Niswosaket,  now  Woonsocket 
hill,  fifteen  miles  northwest  ■  from 
University  Hall.  Or  why  were  boughs 
of  trees  necessary  at  Perth  "after 
the  battle'' /  The  first  is  a  physical  im- 
possibility: the  Inst  is  nonsense.  The 
Sprott  Chronicle  was  written  at  Canter- 
bury, in  Kent,  early  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  First,  about  1280.  Sprott  was 
a  monk  dwelling  at  St.  Augustines,  in 
Canterbury.  His  Chronicle  had  been  in 
existence  nearly  100  years  before  Fordun 
wrote  anything,  and  144  years  before 
Wyntown  wrote  the  Story  of  Lamber- 
kine,  and  246  years  before  Boece  wrote 
his  Cronicle,  or  190  years  before  Boece 
was  born  ;  it  was  234  years  after  Sprott, 
that  Saxo  Graminaticus  wrote  his  tale. 
Such  is  the  chronology  of  the  Birnam 
wood  incident  in  Macbeth.  It  arose  in 
the  Chronicles  which  were  written  after 
its  alleged  happening.  There  is  nothing 
in  history  to  sustain  it,  while  the  action 
of  the  men  of  Kent  is  proved  by  their 
retention  of  their  ancient  liberties  as  the 


only  county  in  England  which  retained 
them,  and  the  Perambulation  in  Kent, 
1^76,  becomes  Shakespeareana.  Holm- 
shed's  stories  of  Macbeth  used  by 
Shakespeare  are  at  page  251  of  the  His- 
tory of  Scotland,  1577. 

The  time  covered  by  Shakespeare's 
Macbeth  is  1040- 1054.  But  Macbeth  was 
not  killed  in  1054,  nor  at  Dunsinane.  He- 
was  killed,  or  died  in  1057,  in  August. 
Shakespeare  makes  Macduff  the  slayer ; 
but  Wyntown  states  that  a  knight,  not 
Macduff,  slew  him  (Furness's  Macbeth, 
396).  The  Birnam  wood  story  came 
from  the  action  of  the  men  of  Kent,  as 
related  by  Thomas  Sprott,  about  12S0. 
Followed  first,  as  1  will  presently  show, 
by  William   Thorne,  about   1380. 

Before  closing,  I  must  touch  one  other 
matter.  In  one  of  the  quotations  from 
Shakespeare  above  are  these  words,  "Let 
every  soldier  hew  him  down  a  bough", 
and  "Erre  in  report  of  us".  The  first 
three  words  and  the  last  four,  Mr.  Fur- 
ness  says,  are  so  in  Deloney's  ballad  in 
praise  of  Kentishmen,  published  in 
Strange  Histories,  London,  1607.  A  care- 
ful search  in  Deloney's  Ballad  does  not 
show  them.  There  are  other  matters 
noted  by  Mr.  Furness  (page  326)  which 
I  must  investigate. 


I  will  consider  for  a  moment  this 
Deloney  Ballad.  Mr.  Furness  (page  326) 
says:  "This  incident  was  versified  by  De- 
loney from  a  passage  in  that  Holinshed 
which  supplied  Shakespeare  with  the 
materials  for  Macbeth".  This  was  taken 
verbatim  from  Dyce's  Remarks  (p.  202). 
Mr.  Dyce  wrote  it  in  1844.  He  said ; 
"Had  Shakespeare  an  eye  to  Deloney's 
trumpery  ballad  when  ne  wrote  the  pres- 
ent scene?  Certainly  not;  we  knozv  that 
he  derived  the  circumstance  of.  'the 
■word'  from  Holinshed"  (Dyce.  p.  202). 
How  could  Shakespeare,  writing  Mac- 
beth in  1606.  have  had  an  eye  on 
Deloney's  Ballad,  which  was  not  printed 
until  1607?  With  proper  deference,  Mr. 
Dyce    did    not,    could    not,     know     that 
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Deloney  took  his  facts  from  Molinshed 
They  were,  hi  a  certain  measure,  in 
Holinshed,  and.  in  a  certain  measure,  in 
Lambard's  Perambulations  of  Kent,  for 
every  word  concerning  the  "bearing  of 
boughs''  by  the  men  of  Kent  told  in 
Lambard's  Perambulation  in  Kent,  for 
some  cases,  verbatim  from  Lambard  and 
credited  in  Holinshed  to  Sprott.  This 
1  will  show  by  some  parallel  passages : 

HOLINSHKH. 
La.MBaK1>,  loTtf. 

'•They  only,  of  all 
England,  obtained  for 
ever  their  accustomed 
privileges."    (p.  23.) 

"  He  forthwith  more 
wisely  than  willingly 
yielded  to  their  re- 
quest."    (p.  'S3.) 

"The  common  peo- 
ple ran  forthwith  to 
weapon  and  meeting- 
at  Swanscombe —  this 
done  each  man  g  o  t 
him  a  green  bough  in 
his  hand,  and  bare  it 
over  his  head  in  such 
sort  as  when  the  Duke 
approached  he  was 
much  amazed  there- 
with, thinking  at  first 
that  it  had  been  some 
miraculous  wood  that 
moved  towards  him," 
(P-  23.) 


1577,  v.  :',  pp.  292,  293. 

'•The  ancient  liber- 
ties and  laws  of  Eng- 
land remained  only  in 
Kent  " 

"  Not  so  willingly  as 
wisely  he  granted  "the 
people  their  request." 
(p.  292  ) 

"Thev  agreed  be- 
fore haatl  that  when 
the  Duke  was  come, 
and  the  passage  on 
every  side  stopped  to 
the  end  he  should  in 
no  way  be  able  to 
escape,  every  one  of 
them,  as  well  horse- 
men as  well  as  foot- 
men should  beare 
boughs  in  their  hands 
When  the  Duke  was 
come  into  the  fields 
and  territories  neare 
Swanscombe,  and  saw- 
all  the  country  sette, 
and  placed'  about 
him.  as  it  had  been  a 
stirring  and  moving 
woode,  ami  that  with 
a  meane  pace  they  ap- 
proached and  drew 
neare  unto  him — with 
great  discom forte  of 
minde  he  wondered  at 
that   sight."     (p.  292.) 

The  acts  are  identical  and  the  wording 
is  also,  in  many  cases,  identical.  Who- 
ever wrote  Holinshed,  so  far  as  these 
incidents  are  concerned,  says  :  (v.  2,  293, 
ed.  1577,)  :  "Thus  far  Thomas  Spot. 
and  after  him  William  Thome,  writeth 
the  same,  of  which  the  former,  that  is 
Spotte,  lived  in  the  days  of  Edward  the 
First  (1280)  and  William  Thorne  in  .the 
days    of    Richard    the    Seconde    (1380)". 

In  a  previous  paper,  on  the  "Manor  of 
East  Greenwich  in  Kent",  I  made  use  of 
Freeman's  Norman  Conquest.  But  I 
made  no  note  of  a  slurring  note,  which 
Freeman  wrote  concerning  the  work  of 
Thierry  on  the  same  subject  in  His  Nor- 
man Conquest.  T  now  come  to  it  r 
"Pourtant,  la  capitulation  dti  pay-  de 
Kent,   transformed  plus   tard   en    victoire 


par  ^imagination  du  pcuple,  donna  lieu 
a  une  de  ces  legendes  qui  sont,  apres  Its 
grandes  defaites  nationales,  la  consola- 
tion et  commc  la  revanche  de>  vaincusj 
On  raconta  que  Guillaumc,  surpris  dans 
une  embuscade,  avait  traite,  pour  sauver 
sa  vie,  avec  la  population  en  armes  sous 
la  conduite  de  l'archeveque  Siigand  et. 
de  l'abbe  du  principal  monastere  de  Can-, 
terbury,  et,  dans  le  recit  populaire,  on 
joignit  a  cette  fiction  celle  d'une  foret 
mouvante,  renouvelee  des  vieilles  tradi- 
tions du  Xord".  In  support  of  this,  Mr. 
Thierry  cite-  this :  "Dux  autem  et  qui 
cum  eo  erant,  nee  mirum,  stabant  stupe-, 
facti,  et  qui  jam  totam  Angliam  pugillo 
suo  tenere  credebat,  nunc  de  propria  vita 
vehementer  ciimdebat""  (Chron.  Wilieimi 
Thorn,  apud  Hist,  anglic.  Script.,  col. 
1786,  ed.  Selden).  For  this  entire  Thierry 
citation,  consult  "Histoire  de  la  Conquete. 
d-  l'Angleterre  par  les  Normands"  (v.  2, 
p.  4,  Paris,  i860),  for  the  loan  of  which  I 
am  indebted  to  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Choquet,. 
who  is  setting  the  type,  and  I  thank  him; 
but  I  needed  further  assistance,  and 
asked  a  member  of  the  research  staff  at 
the  Public  Library,  Marguerite  M.  Reid, 
to  assist  me.  In  six  hours  she  sent  a 
note  to  me,  explaining  all  that  1  asked. 
She  not  only  translated  the  French  and 
the  Latin  for  me,  but  she  corrected  a 
bibliographical  blunder  made  by  Thierry 
which  I  had  not  discovered;  and  she 
gave  a  unique  account  of  the  Thorne 
Chronicle.  First,  I  reproduce  her  trans- 
lation of  the  Latin  paragraph:  "How- 
ever, the  leader  and  those  who  were 
with  him.  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at, 
stood  stupefied,  and  he  who  just  now 
thought  to  hold  all  England  by  his  own 
hand,  now  very  strongly  despaired  of 
his  own  life".  This  is  a  translation 
from  Thome's  Chronicle,  made  by  Miss 
Reid.  She  further  informed  me  "that 
Thome  was  a  monk  of  St.  Augustines  at 
Canterbury  in  Kent.  This  Chronicle  was 
written  before  1397-  It  remained  in 
manuscript  until  1652,  when  it  was 
printed,  edited  by  Sir  Roger  Twysden. 
An  introduction  to  Twysden's  book  was 
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written  by  John  Seidell,  which  fact  ac- 
counts for  Seidell's  being  listed  as 
editor".  The  young  lady  further  showed 
to  me  the  authorities  that  Thome  copied 
from  Sprott  a  large  part  of  his  (Thome's 
Chronicle),  and  Holinshed  of  1577  will 
sustain  the  statement.  It  must  be  a  grati- 
fication to  every  scholar  here  that  such 
a  research  as  that  can  be  done  at  the 
Providence  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Lambard  says,  "For  proof  whereof 
I  will  call  to  witness  Thomas  Spot"  (p. 
25).  I  have  never  seen  Sprott's  Chron- 
icles, but  I  affirm  that  Sprott  could  have 
never  written  the  first  of  the  above  quo- 
tations from  Holinshed.  They  were 
written  by  Lambard  (Perambulations  in 
Kent,  1576,  p.  23). 

1  will  give  two  further  extracts  from 
Holinshed:  "The  Duke  seeing  himself 
to  be  driven  to  such  a  strayght  and  nar- 
row Pinche  consulted  awhile  with  them 
that  came  with  him,  prudently  consider- 
ing that  if  he  should  take  any  repulse 
or  displeasure  at  the  hands  of  this  peo- 
ple, which  be  the  Key  of  England,  all 
that  ever  he  had  done  before  shoulde  be 
undone  again  and  of  no  effect,  and  all 
his  hope  and  safetie  should  stand  in 
danger  and  jeopardy"  (Holinsfted 
Chronicle,  1577,  p.  292). 

"Thus  the  ancient  liberties  of  England. 
and  the  laws,  and  customs  of  the  country 
which  before  the  comming  of  Duke  Wil- 
liam, out  of  Normandie,  were  equally 
kept  throughoute  all  England ;  doe 
throughe  this  industrie  and  earnest  tra- 
vayle  of  the  Archbishope  Stigande  and 
Egelsin.  Abbot  of  Sainte  Augustincs.  re- 
maine  inviolably  observed  until  thys.day 
within  that  County  of  Kent"  (Holinshed 
Chronicle,  1577,  p.  292). 

The  first  lines  of  this  last  extract 
were  drawn  directly  from  Lambard ;  the 
last  were  the  work  of  the  imagination 
of  the  monk,  who  wrote  for  Holinshed. 
I  return  a  moment  to  Mr.  Dyce  and  the 
Deloney -Ballad.  Mr.  Dyce  says:  "Nor 
did  Deloney,  as  J.  Payne  Collier  seems 
to  suppose,   invent   the   incident   in   ques- 


tion (bearing  of  the  boughs  of  trees)  ; 
it  forms  a  portion  of  William  the  Con- 
queror's history  and  is  narrated  in  all 
early  accounts  of  that  monarch"  (Dyce's 
Remarks,  p.  202).  Concerning  this 
Deloney  ballad,  Mr.  Furness  cites  it 
from  the  Percy  Society  publications,  v. 
to,  London,  1841.  But  it  appears  in  dif- 
ferent form  in  Evans'  Old  English  Bal- 
lads, London,  1784,  and  again  in  1810. 
Thomas  Evans  was  collector  of  the  first 
edition ;  and  R.  H.  Evans,  his  son,  was 
the  publisher  of  the  second  edition.  Both 
these  men,  I  am  proud  to  note,  were 
booksellers,  but  of  the  old  school.  The 
first  accounts  of  "these  incidents"  ever 
printed  were  printed  by  William  Lam- 
bard in  London  in  1576,  and  were  copied 
into  Holinshed's  Chronicle.  Sprott's 
manuscript  had  lain  unknown  in  Canter- 
bury Cathedral  for  three  centuries  until 
Lambard  printed  some  translations  from 
it  concerning  "these  incidents".  It  was 
printed  in  1719,  edited  by  Thomas 
Hearne. 

In  stating  that  Lambard  was  the  first 
ever  to  print  an  account  of  the  action 
of  the  men  of  Kent  in  their  demand 
upon  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  I  do  not 
mean  to  include  the  tenures  and  customs 
of  Kent.  These  were  carefully  described 
by  Ranulph  ■  Glanville,  and  Henrie  de 
Bracton,  long  before  Lambard's  time. 

The  Holinshed  which  Shakespeare  saw 
and  used  was  the  edition  of  1577-  It  is 
this  which  I  have  used,  in  the  Marsden 
J.  Perry  great  collection  of  Shake- 
spearean Literature,  and  it  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent construction  from  the  editions 
now  accessible  to  scholars.  As  Shake- 
speare saw  it,  the  History  of  England 
closed  with  the  Battle  of  Ha-tings. 
Nothing  is  said  concerning  the  men  of 
Kent,  or  of  their  action.  Then  follows 
this  note:  "Hitherto  have  we  con- 
tinued the  Mysterie  of  this  land,  wherein 
may  appear  the  variable  changes  of 
States  by  course  of  tymes,  and  especially 
fcure  notable  conquests,  as.  first,  by  the 
Romans;    secondly,   by    Saxons;    thirdly, 
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by  the  Danes;  and  now  lastly,  by  the 
Normans;  in  everie  of  which  alteration 
of  the  State  what  is  chiefly  to  be  con- 
sidered because  wee  have  partly  touched 
the  same  in  Proheme,  we  here  omit  to 
make  any  further  discourse  and  so  pro- 
ceed to  the  second  book  as  followeth" 
(Holinshed,  1577,  v.  1,  289). 

Then  comes  the  Historic  of  Scotland, 
544  pages ;  on  pages  250-252  are  the 
fables  of  jMacbeth;  then  follows  the  His- 
toric of  Ireland,  131  pages,  and  the  vol- 
ume closes. 

The  second  volume  opens  with  a  short 
sketch  entitled  ''The  Politique  Conquest 
of  William  the  First"  (page  292).  It  is 
entirely  the  story  of  the  action  of  the 
men  of  Kent,  ??  narrated  by  William 
Lambard  a  year  previously. 

Thus  this  volume  does  not  begin  with 
page  1,  as  every  other  book  in  the  world 
begins,  but  with  292.  which  is  the  end 
of  the  History  of  England  in  the  firsf 
volume.  This  trickery  was  to  hide  the 
work  of  the  monks  with  Lambard's 
narrative.  Nearly  seven  hundred  pages 
of  history  in  type  lie  between  these 
tales. 

The  Norman  Conquest  was  not  con- 
cluded in  1066,  nor  until  the  action  of 
the  men  of  Kent ;  and  this  must  have 
taken  place  early  in  1067— and  Sprott's 
story  is  essential  to  an  understanding  of 
it.  During  the  years  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  First.  1272-1307,  at  the  very 
time  when  Spot,  or  Sprott,  or  Spotte. 
wrote  his  Chronicle,  the  Yeomen  of 
Kent,  themselves  said  in  a  claim  made 
by  them  to  the  king  that  the  commonalty 
of  Kent  was  never  vanquished  by  the 
Conqueror,  but  yeelded  itself  by  composi- 
tion'" (Lambard's  Perambulation  in  Kent. 
1576,  pp.  10-11).  I  have  added  a  book 
to  Shakespearean  literature  never  known 
before  to  be  so  connected,  and  I  have 
demonstrated  that  the  Birnam  wood  and 
Dunsinane  legend  used  by  Shakespeare 
came  in  all  probability  from  the  action 
of  the  men  of  Kent  in  1067.     So  far  as 


Shakespeare's  incident  is  concerned,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  Tower 
of  Babel,  nor  to  the  '"Flood",  which  made 
the  Tower  a  necessity;  nor  to  the  city 
rf  Shushan,  captured  by  Alexander,  when 
his  army  was  four  hundred  miles  dis- 
tance from  the  city. 

This  inquiry'  was  suggested  to  the 
writer  by  a  clause  in  a  book  now  in  the 
Marsden  J.  Perry  Shakespearean  Library, 
Lambard's  Perambulation  in  Kent,  the 
original  edition,  London,  1576.  The 
writer  has  the  third  edition  of  Lambard's 
book,  London,  1656;  and  for  its  use  in 
understanding  Rhode  Island  history,  the 
third  edition  is  necessary;  but  for  this 
latter  study  the  first  edition  is  neces- 
sary. 


And  this  leads  me  to  a  bit  of  bitter 
personal  experience;  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  under  present  conditions  I  am  poor 
in  money.  I  needed  for  the  study  of 
Rhode  Island  History  Lambard's  Peram- 
bulation in  Kent,  the  edition  of  1656, 
and  I  asked  the  librarian  of  the  John 
Carter  Brown  collection  to  ask  the  trus- 
tees to  get  for  that  library  this  book; 
the  librarian  at  once  told  me,  "We  would 
not  consider  the  proposition" !  !  So  I 
considered  it  myself,  and  the  results  are 
now  known  to  men. 


An  awful  thing  has  been  recently  done 
in  Chicago  which  certain  men  in  these 
United  States  will  do  well  to  consider. 
A  jury  has  acquitted  Pat  Crowe  of 
the  crime  of  kidnapping  Cudahy's  boy, 
for  money.  Crowe  admitted  the  fact; 
Cudahy  paid  the  money.  The  jury  ac- 
quitted Crowe.  This  shows  a  condition 
of  mind  in  the  West  concerning  the 
Beef  Trust  which  is  almost  frightful. 
The  wrongs  of  the  People  will  be 
righted.  But  the  danger  is  terrible  to 
consider.  The  laws'  delay  will  inevitably 
act  only  as  incentive. 
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The  weather  prophecies  of  "The  Old 
Farmers''  Almanac"  have  been  a  source 
of  merriment  for  years;  but  Shakespeare 
says,  "They  laugh  who  win".  Father 
Thomas  on  the  3rd  of  February  last  said, 
"Cold  spell  of  weather".  Never  in  the 
experience  of  living  men  had  we  experi- 
ence so  '"hot"  a  winter.  Had  we  seen 
the  prophecy,  of  course,  we  should  have 
laughed.  But  here  is  what  one  of  the 
Providence  papers  said  on  the  morning  of 
the  4th.  the  next  after  the  prophetic  day: 
"One  degree  above  was  the  lowest  the 
Weather  Bureau  on  College  Hill  could 
furnish;  At  Xooseneek  Hill  in  Pawtuxet 
Valley  to  degrees  below  wa>  reported, 
ivhile  the  same  figure  was  sent  in  as  the 
record  at  West  Kingston.  East  Provi 
der.ee  reported  2  below  and  Lakesvood 
the  same,  while  at  some  points  on  the 
Suburban  road  between  Lakewood  and 
\\  arwick  4  below  was  reached.  In 
Woonsocket  the  mercury  dropped  to  4 
below." 


The  tariff  tax  for  the  year  1707  was 
levied  upon  268  articles.  A  hundred 
years  has  passed  and  the  tariff  tax  for 
the  year  tSy-  was  levied  upon  2,552  ar- 
ticle.?. Instead  of  relieving  the  burden 
of  expense  upon  every  consumer,  while 
it  enriched  the  men  who  made  the  ar- 
ticle, it  has  increased  immensely  the  cost 
of  living. 


The  "graft"  of  the  late  John  R.  Bart-  ' 
3ett,   so  long  continued  in   the   State   de     | 
partment,    seems    to    be    never    to    end.  ; 
And   now   come-   an   act  of  Congress   to  i 
pay    a    Bartlett    salary    which    has    been 
already  paid  by  the  government.     It  was  I 
stipulated    when    the    late    officer    in    the 
navy  was  made  a  Rear  Admiral  that  his  j 
salary  should  not  be  increased.     He  was 
satisfied  sufficiently  to  accept  the  condi- 
tions.    Now     they    are     going     for     the 
money. 


On  the  3rd  February  the  newspaper? 
printed  the  following  note: 

$8,950  FOR  FOUR  BOOKS. 

SET      OF      SHAKESPEARE      FOLIOS       SOI.D      IN 
BOSTON — NEW  YORKER  THE  BUYER. 

Special   to   The  New    York    'limes. 

Boston,  Feb.  2. — The  biggest  price 
paid  for  books  in  Boston  in  many  a  year 
was  given  for  a-set  of  the  first  four  folios 
Of  Shakespeare,  the  property  of  Henry  J. 
Denny,  sold  at  auction  this  morning  at 
the  rooms  of  C.  F.  Libbie  &  Co. 

The  price  paid  was  $8,950  and  the 
buyer  was  F.  W.  Morris  of  New  York,  a 
commission  agent,  who  bought  the  books 
on  an 'order.  For  whom  he  bought  them 
he  refused  to  say. 

The  bidding  started  at  $1,000.  and  by 
$500  leaps,  with  several  eager  bidders, 
soon  jumped  to  $2,500.  From  that  price 
up  there  were  but  two  bidders.  Mr. 
Morris  and  C.  E.  Lauriat,  a  Washington 
street  book  dealer.  Mr.  Lauriat's  last 
bid  was  $8,900. 

The  four  folios  are  bound  in  red  levant 
morocco  and  are  in  good  condition. 


It  is  indeed  funny  how  tradition  works,  j 
While  searching  for  the  origin  of  the  j 
name  "Black  Maria"  a  few  weeks  since  | 
some  one  told  me  it  was  named  from  the  j 
wife  of  one  Waldo  Barnes,  who  lived  | 
here  not  long  since,  who  was  the  first 
woman  to  take  a  ride  in  it  here.  Now  I 
1  learn  that  the  name  was  given  as  a  j 
soubriquet  to  that  lady  because  of  her  j 
frequent  rides  in — drunk — to  the  police  j 
station. 


1  brought  these  books  from  England 
in  1866,  under  "a  25  per  cent,  tariff,  which 
wa-  repealed  shortly  after  they  were 
landed.  I  labored  in  vain  for  years  to 
find  a  buyer.  At  last  in  iSjr  1  sold 
them,  by  an  auction,  to  Mr.  Denny  for 
$[,200.  Another  book  which  was  brought 
at  the  same  time  and  sold  for  $500  has 
been  recently  sold  in  New  York  for 
$3,000  by  the  man  to  whom  I  sold  sit. 
Such  are  the  decrees  of  fate. 
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Is    it    Socialism   or    Anarchy    which    is 
entering  the  General  Assembly?     By  the 
way,    is    this    body— the   State — or    what 
is  it?      Irour  men,  to  wit;   Frederick   H.  j 
Jackson,    Rowland    G.    Hazard,    Samuel  ! 
Conant  and  James    M.   Scott,   have   pre-  i 
scnted  to  the  "State*'  a  report  on  Public 
Ownership   of  Wharf  Property.      In  it  1 
find  attention  called   to  the  peculiar  ad- 
vantages of  Narragansett   Bay   for  com- 
merce, and  especially   the  city  of  Provi-  i- 
dence;  but  that  Providence  has  no  com- 
merce.    Then  comes   this  delightful   pic- 
ture : 

"'The  wharves  of  Providence,"  says  the 
report,  "are  all  private  property  and  are 
used  for  specific  purposes.  They  are  I 
erected  on  what  was  tide-flowed  ground 
of  which  the  fee  was  in  the  State,  and 
they  modify  the  means  of  access  which 
the  people  have  to  the  highway  of  the 
sea.  Their  use  and  occupation  therefore 
while  entrusted  to  private  persons  are 
matters  of  public  interest  and  concern. 
The  people  an?  entitled  to  free  and  easy 
access  from  .  the  land  to  and  over  the 
ocean,  high  way,  and  commerce  requires 
every  possible  facility  for  the  safe,  cheap 
and  speedy  transfer  of  persons  and  prop- 
erty between  the  land  and  seagoing  ves- 
sels. The  business:  of  modern  commerce 
requires  also  the  convenient  access  of 
railway  trains  to  the  'water  front  of  the 
wharves,  and  suitable  appliances  for  the 
ready  handling  of  heavy  cargoes. 

''The  welfare  of  the  people  being  in- 
volved in  cheap  and  easy  communication 
between  the  land  and  the  sea.  it  would 
^ec-m  to  be  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
Stale  government  to  provide  for  the 
proper  development  and  control  of  com- 
mercial facilities  so  far  as  they  are  con- 
nected with  free  communication  between 
water  travel  and  land  travel,  and  includ- 
ing convenient  dock.-,  and  wharves." 

The  writer  showed  the  outrageous 
fraud,  done  at  the  State  House,  in"  1827. 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  which  a  law 
to  prevent   private  ownership  was  trans- 


formed into  a  law  under  which  private 
ownership  has  given  up  here.  See  Book 
Notes,  27th  January,  1906. 


The  question  naturally  arises,  For 
what  vwts  the  John  Carter  Brown  Library 
created?  I  asked  no  personal  favor — 
but  simply  that  a  book  be  purchased 
which  might  add  greatly  to  our  knowl- 
edge; and  the  librarian,  not  the  trustees, 
refused  even  to  consider  the  matter;  but 
nevertheless  I  have  succeeded;  the  book- 
are  here,  and  Book  Notes  has  spread 
the  story  which  they  contain  before  a 
great  audience. 


NOTICE. 
All  persons  are  notified  not  to  make 
payments  of  money  r',,,j  to  the  under- 
signed, whether  for  Book  Note  subscrip- 
tions, or  for  any  other  thing,  or  purpose, 
to  my  son,  Burnett  Rider,  nor  will  any 
business  contract  of  his  be  recognized  by 
me.  SIDNEY  S.  RIDER. 


CLASSICS  IN  FOREIGN  LANGUAGES  IN  THEIR 
NATIVE   TONGUES    FOR   ALMOST    A    SONG. 

l  Flugel — Praktisches  Worterbueh  d^r 
75c 

Alfieri,  Vittorio— Tragedie.  2  vols, 
i2mo,  half  bound.     Milano,  1889.     $1.00. 

Grundriss  der  Romanischen  Philolo- 
gie  unter  mit  workung  (twenty  writers) 
herausgegeben  von  Gustav  Grober;  mit 
4  Tafeln  und  13  Karten.  1  vand.  Strass- 
burg,  1888;  half  mor.     $2.00. 

Bazan  (Emilia)— La  Tribuna  novela 
original.  1 21110,  half  bound.  Madrid 
(1880).     50c. 

Calderon — Klassische  Buhnendichtun- 
gen  der  Spanien  herausgegeben  von  Max 
Krenkel.    8vo,  half  bound.    Liepzig.  1881. 

Meyers  Hand— Lexikon  der  allgeminei- 
nen  Wissens.  2  vols,  half  lb.  Leipzig. 
1878.     $2.00. 

Wilhelm  HaufTs  Samtliche  Werke — . 
Mit.  einer  biographischen  einleitung  von 
Alfred  Weile.  5  vols,  bound  in  2.  Berlin 
(i860),  i2mo.     $2.00. 
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HOW       MASSACHUSETTS  CREATED  THE 

LANDS      OF     THE      NARRAGANSETTS      BY 

THE   GIVING    OF    NAMES    TO    HER 

OWN. 

The  Duke  of  Normandy  conceived  the 

idea  of  subjugating  England  in  1066. 
He  needed  military  help ;  so  he  called 
in  the  Feudal  Lords  around  him  and 
promised  them  the  English  lands  if  they 
would  help  him.  Enough  of  them  con- 
sented to  effect  the  conquest,  and  the 
Duke  was  able  to  grant  to  them  the 
lands  of  the  English  which  he  had 
wrenched  from  the  English  owners. 
Something  like  this  was  attempted  by 
the  General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts 
Colony  in  1675-6,  when  it  entered  upon 
the  political  scheme  of  exterminating  the 
Narragansetts.  Tt  exterminated  the  In- 
dians, but  it  could  never  secure,  nor 
obtain,  possession  of  these  Rhode  Island 
lands.  The  Charter  of  1663  blocked  all 
their  efforts.  So  they  created  Narragan- 
sett  lands  out  of  their  own  territory.  It 
is  time  the  story  was  told. 

The  people  desired  land,  but  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Massachusetts  held  back; 
the  political  pressure  became  so  great 
that  the  General  Court  in  1728  made  two 
grants,  each  six  miles  square.  But  no 
organizations  were  ordered,  nor  grants 
made  for  five  years;  in  1732  the  pressure 
became  so  great  that  the  General.  Court 
made  five  more  grants.  But  the  Gov- 
ernor. Jonathan  Belcher,  withheld  his 
signature  to  the  act  nearly  a  year.    The 


promoters  found  it  necessary  to  "see" 
the  Governor ;  and  they  appointed  a  per- 
son to  use  his  interest  with  the  Governor 
and  induce  him  to  sign  the  act  and  make 
it  a  law.  This  was  dene.  Samuel  Wells 
of  Boston  "saw"  the  Governor.  (Mass. 
Hist.  Soc.  Col.,  v.  2,  ser.  3,  p.  275.)  The 
law  became  operative  in  .1733-  Mr. 
Farmer  says :  "Pretences  were  encour- 
aged, and  even  sought,  to  entitle  persons 
to  become  grantees,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  famous  Nas- 
ragansett  expedition  in  1675  were  pitched 
upon"  (Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Col.,  v.  2,  ser.  3, 

p.  273). 

The  law  required  that  each  Narragan- 
sett  township  should  be  numbered,  and 
should  have  one  hundred  and  twenty 
(120)  grantees,  with  sixty  families,  and 
to  be  laid  out  and  organized  within  two 
months  after  the  committees  had  sur- 
veyed the  lands  and  made  the  grants. 
Each  grant,  according  to  the  law.  would 
convey  192  acres  to  the  grantee.  The 
entire  grants  covered  an  area  equal  to 
one-fourth  the  size  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
'"'a  learned  orthodox  minister  was  to  be 
employed  within  seven  years.  The  Mas- 
sachusetts General  Assembly,  a  legisla- 
tive body,  was  to  decide  the  question  of 
orthodoxy.  A  scramble  for  the  lands 
at  once  followed.  Nearly  fifty-eight 
vear?  had  passed  since  the'  Swamp  Ficrht. 
in  December,  1675;  and  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  Narragansett  tribe,  and  few 
men  were  left  to   claim  the  grants,     Of 


X. 
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the  120  grantees  in  Town  No.  3,  and 
coining  from  fifteen  towns,  but  19  vet- 
erans were  living.  Of  the  120  grantees 
in  Town  No.  5,  coming  from  seventeen 
towns,  but  20  veterans  were  living.  The 
number  of  descendants  who  presented 
claims,  as  being  descendants,  so  confused 
matters  that  special  legislation  became 
necessary. 

This  law  made  the  rights  to  grantees 
then  not  living  pass  to  the  eldest  male 
heir,  if  such  there  be;  otherwise  to  the 
eldest  female  heir.  But  these  heirs,  in 
case  they  took  the  grants,  were  to  pay 
other  heirs  such  proportional  parts  of 
ten  pounds,  which  was  the  adjudged 
value  of  each  right,  as  these  descendants 
would  be  entitled  to.  according  to  the 
laws  of  descent  of  intestate  estates  then 
existing.  It  was  a  species  of  gavelkind 
in  principle.  There  were  named  114 
towns  from  which  grantees  came.  They 
were  chiefly  Massachusetts  towns.  A  few 
were  of  Connecticut.  Three  Rhode  Is- 
land towns  were  represented  among  the 
claimants,  North  Kingston,  Newport  and 
Providence.      These    Rhode    Island    vet- 


erans went  to  Narragansett  No.  5,  after- 
wards Bedford.  These  were  doubtless 
men  who  had  "pulls''.  One  man  oi  Scitu- 
ate,  but  whether  of  Rhode  Island  or 
Massachusetts  cannot  be  known,  had 
such  a  "pull"  in  Narragansett  No.  7.  A 
brief  note  concerning  each^of  these  seven 
Massachusetts  townships  Narragansetts 
follows : 

NARRAGANSETT     NO.     I. 

Was  located  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Saco  River,  York  County,  District  of 
Maine.  It  was  surveyed  in  1734.  The 
tract  was  held  by  Alden  Bradford  and 
John  Farmer,  in  1S17,  to  have  been  Nar- 
ragansett No.  1,  which  is  now  the  town 
of  Buxton  (Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  v.  2. 
3rd  ser..  p.  276). 

NARRAGANSETT    No.    2. 

This  was  one  of  the  first  of  these 
Narragansett  towns.  It  was  established 
in  1728.  It  was  incorporated  a  town  in 
1759  under  the  name  Westminster ;  and 
the  lands,  when  first  created  a  town, 
'"were  given  to  soldiers  who  served  in 
Phillip's  War  in  1676"  (Spofford's 
Gazetteer,  1828).     Air.  Farmer,  in  Mass. 
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Hist.  Soc.  Col.,  v.  2,  ser.  3,  277,  states 
that  Narragansett  Xo.  2  ''was  situated  ai 
Wachusett  and  adjoined  Rutland".  Both 
statements  arc   correct. 

NARRAGANSETT    XO.    3. 

This  was  established  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Souhegan  river,  then  in 
New  Hampshire,  but  under  the  control 
of  Massachusetts.  It  is  now  the  town 
of  Amherst,  Hillsborough  County,  New 
Hampshire.  Mr.  Farmer  states  of  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty  grantees  only 
nineteen  served  in  the  "Narragansett 
War".  Each  Narragansett  township  con- 
tained 23,040  acres  of  land,  and,  having 
120  grantees,  each  person  was  given  192 
acres  of  land.  This  town  was  first  called 
Souhegan  West. 

NARRAGANSETT    NO.    4. 

My  notes  state  that  this  tract  lay  partly 
at  a  place  called  Quabbin  and  partly  at 
a  place  west  of,  but  adjoining,  Hatfield, 
in  Hampshire  County,  Mass. ;  but  I  am 
unable  to  cite  my  authority.  Mr.  Farmer 
(Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Col.,  v.  2,  ser.  3,  p. 
278,1  states  that  the  location  was  at 
Amoskeag.       Forty-one       Massachusetts 


towns   were  given   rights  in  this  Narra- 
gansett No.  4. 

NARRAGANSETT    NO.    5. 

This  town  was  first  called  Souhegan 
Flast.  It  lay  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Merrimac  and  Souhegan  rivers,  near 
where  the  latter  empties  into  the  former. 
!t  was  in  what  is  now  New  Hampshire. 
i  he  town  is  now  Bedford.  For  a  fur- 
ther account  of  this  No.  5,  consult  (New 
Hamp.  Hist.  So.  Col.,  v.  1,  p. 288,  g). 
From  it  I  take  the  following  note  :  "The 
grantees  assembled  on  Boston  Common 
on  the  6th  of  June.  1733,  and  divided 
themselves  into  seven  distinct  societies 
of  120  persons  each  and  entitled  to  one 
of  the  said  townships".  This  was  prob- 
ably fiction,  for  the  reason  that  each  act 
ot  establishment  liui..^  Lhv.  towns  from 
which  each  grantee  must  come. 

NARRAGANSETT    NO.    6. 

Mr.  Farmer  states  that  "this  township 
is  said  to  have  been  situated  west  of 
Penicook  and  Suncook"  (Mass.  Hist. 
Soc.  Col.,  v.  2,  ser.  3,  p.  2jS),  and  he 
continues :  "It  is  now  known  by  some 
other  name".     But  he  does  not  give  the 
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name  by  which  it  was  then  (1817) 
known.  He  was  ignorant  of  the  facts. 
Templeton,  Worcester  County,  was  the 
name  which  this  Narragansett  No.  6 
came  to  be  known  in  1762,  when  it  was 
incorporated  (Stafford's  Gazetteer, 
Mass.,  1S28). 

NAKRAGANSETT    NO.    /. 

Mr.  Farmer  says:  '"This  tract  was 
between,  and  extended  from,  the  Saco 
river  to  the  I'resumpscot  river,  begin- 
ning at  the  northeast  corner  of  Bidde- 
ford",  which  is  a  very  awkward  and 
ambiguous  statement  (Mass.  Hist.  Soc. 
Col.,  v.  2,  ser.  3,  p.  279).  This  No.  7 
was  the  town  of  Gorham,  Maine.  It 
border^  upon  Buxton,  which  was  Nar- 
ragansett  Township  No.  1.  It  was  named 


,„1     r^rlism 


;g   was  one 


the  committee  to  assign  lands  and  survey 
them. 

It  was  a  strange  proceeding.  Massa- 
chusetts had  been  constantly  at  work, 
from  1643  to  1746,  endeavoring  to  get 
possession  of  the  Rhode  Island  lands. 
The  invasion  of  1675  and  the  Indian 
massacres  which  followed  were  parts  of 


these  schemes.  It  must  have  become 
clear  to  leading  men  in  1732  that  these 
lands  could  never  be  secured;  and  >o.  not 
being  able  to  get  the  real  Narragansett 
lands  to  divide  among  her  people,  as  the 
Duke  of  Normandy  did  with  the  English 
lands  after  the  battle  of  Hastings  in 
1066,  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts created  seven  towns  under  that 
name,  neither  of  which  now  exists.  This 
inovation  by  Massachusetts  and  Connec- 
ticut was  an  outrageous  violation  of 
chartered  rights. 

There  is  another  interesting  thought  in 
connection  with  it.  Just  a  hundred  year- 
had  elapsed  since  the  planting  of  Provi- 
dence upon  the  principle  of  religious 
liberty,  our  inhabitants  being  driven  out 
by  the  General  Court,  and  this  same 
General  Court  was  still  making  laws  as 
to  who  was  orthodox  and  who  was  a 
heretic. 


It  is  too  small  business  for  a  judge  to 
scale  a  jury  verdict,  $75.00,  on  a  verdict 
of  $675.00.  The  judge  has  no  right  nor 
power  to  do  such  a  thing. 
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The  bituminous  coal  produces  in  burn- 
ing a  terrible  smoke.  In  cities  it  cost; 
great  losses.  In  Chicago  in  1905  this 
smoke  caused  a  loss  to  the  city  of  more 
than  a  million  of  dollars.  Here  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  (a  corporation  body) 
made  a  law  to  correct  the  nuisance ;  and 
an  officer  was  appointed  to  stop  it; 
$1200.00  a  year  he  has  been  paid,  and 
never  yet  a  suit  has  appeared  in  court. 
At  Olneyville,  the  violation  of  this  law 
is  incessant.  An  action  should  be 
brought  against  these  great  breakers  of 
the  law  every  day,  and  hues  imposed 
day  by  day.  By  the  way,  for  whom  was 
our  present  court  created,  these  bitumi- 
nous coal  furnaces  or  for  the- — -■?  This 
law  was  enacted  on  the  '3rd  April,  1902, 
but  it  was  not  to  become  operative  for 
ten  months — and  it  has  been  inoperative 
ever  since.  Is  the  Law  Department  of 
the  city,  and  the  smoke  officer,  to  as- 
sume the  role  of  the  General  Assembly 
and  keep  this  law  inoperative  for  years 
instead   of  months. 


"The  law  gives  no  private  remedy  for 
anything  but  a  private  wrong.  There- 
fore no  action  lies  for  a  public  or  com- 
mon nuisance,  but  an  indictment  only" 
(Blackstone  Com.  3,  219).  A  grand  jury 
i>  now  sitting;  a  hundred  locomotives 
are  sending  fire  through  four  sidewalks 
made  of  wood.,  on  Broadway  and  on 
Westminster  street;  I  have  myself  seen 
the  eyes  of  two  school  children  filled 
with  those  cinders  within  a  week,  and 
dense  smoke  driven  all  over  every  foot 
passenger;  and  this  has  been  going  on 
forty,  yes,  sixty  years.  The  railroad 
company  will  do  nothing;  the  City  Board 
of  Public  works  will  do  nothing;  and 
the  Attorney-General,  Greenough,  has 
no  time  to  give  me  an  interview.  But 
Mr.  Gi  ecauugu  shall  nut  stop  me 
in  this  earnest  effort  to  reform  a  com- 
mon  public  nuisance. 


The  Swindle  in  Grates  for  Furnaces 
here  in  Providence  is  something  sublime. 
Whenever  you  need  a  new  grate,  pre- 
pare   for    a    great    swindle.      The    story 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 


as  they  were  known  to 


CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  16^6. 


An  Indian  Map  of  the  Principal  Locations 

known  to  the  NAHIGANSETS  and  ELABORATE 
HISTORICAL     NOTES    by    Sidney    S.     Rider. 


The  edition  consisted  of  495  copies,  369  have  been  sold;    126  remain  to 
be  sold.  Price,  post  paid,  $4.50.  Address  the  Author,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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has  never  been  told,  but  it  shall  be;  and 
Book  Notes  ean  and  will  tell  it. 


By  the  way  (of  course,  to  Qlneyvillc,) 
that  bridge  is  a  real  tire  grate  for  every 
passing  locomotive.  '"Live"  coals  are 
driven  through  the  open  planks  into  the 
faces  of  everybody  passing. 


Mrs.  Charles  Mattesou  is  the  wife  of 
Judge  Mattesou,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Supreme  Court.  At  pres- 
ent they  are  traveling  around  the  earth 
and  lately  landed  on  the  island  Ceylon. 
Here  the  growth  gathering  and  sale  of 
tea  at  once  engaged  her  attention.  I  give 
a  few  of  her  observations: 

"The  tea  is  gathered  all  the  year 
sround,  each  bush  being  visited  at  ten 
days  interval,  from  the  ist  of  January 
to  the  31st  of  December.  Only  three 
leaves  at  the  very  end  of  the  shoot  are 
taken,  the  fourth  being  left  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  new  leaf,  which  is  already 
there  in  embryo.  These  leaves  at  the  end 
are  slightly  yellow  in  color,  known  as 
'golden  tips'. 

"The  business  of  marketing  it  is  done 
through  big  commission  houses  in  Co- 
lombo, which  handle  enormous  quanti- 
ties. The  report  for  the  first  week  in 
September  record?  more  than  100,000,000 
pounds  for  the  eight  months  of  1905,  an 
increase  of  about  10.000,000  over  the 
quantity  marketed  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  last  year. 

"Now  about  the  prices.  The  very 
highest  figure  mentioned  was  23  cents  a 
pound,  and  this  for  a  very  choice  article 
produced  upon  the  Walla  Valley  estate, 
which  for  the  moment  is  holding  the 
record  for  quality  and  price.  The  aver- 
age price  received  for  the  highest  grade 
teas,  called  Broken  Orange  Pekoe,  this 
outranking  for  some  unknown  reason  the 
Orange  Pekoe  without  the  broken,  was 
about  16  to  18  cents  a  pound.  Now  if,  as 
I  am  told,  there  is  no  duty  upon  tea 
brought  into  the  United  States,  it  cer- 
tainly does  seem  that  the  difference  be- 


tween these  prices  and  the  dollar  a  pound 
or  more  which  we  pay  for  choice  grades 
is  rather  excessive.  To  be  sure,  there 
is  an  export  duty  of  sixpence  a  pound, 
but  that  is  not  anything  like  enough  to 
account  for  the  tremendous  difference." 
•  Orange  Pekoe,  not  broken,  has  been 
recently  sold  here  in  Providence  at  Si. 50 
a  pound. 


The  suppression  of  the  truth  concern- 
ing the  criminal  work  of  an  officer  of  the 
court  in  the  settling  of  estates  by  the 
destruction,  or  alteration  of  figures,  and 
this  work  covering  a  period,  of  years,  is 
indeed  terrible.  This  was  done  by  city 
officials  in  the  case  of  Edward  Field, 
according  to  the  Journal  and  the  Nezvs. 

so  many  years  under  these  same  city 
officials  is  shameful.  How  can  Edward 
Field  be  further  hurt  by  the  publication 
of  what  he  did? 

While  these  things  have  been  going 
on,  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  most 
interesting  of  the  Earliest  Town  Records 
of  Providence  has  been  stolen  from  the 
City  Clerk's  office,  where  for  more  than 
200  year;  it  Had  carefully  been  kept.  I 
refer  to  the  Original  List  of  the  Home 
Lots  in  Providence.  As  printed  in  Hop- 
kins' Book,  the  name  of  Roger  William- 
was  not  the  ozener  of  a  Home  Lot,  but 
the  manuscript  is  now  gone  and  the 
matter  cannot  be  explained. 

William  E.  Clark,  the  City  Clerk,  in 
whose  care  this  stolen  manuscript  was 
kept,  has  kept  the  crime  a  secret  for 
years.  Is  that  a  reason  for  making  him 
a  Record  Commissioner? 


The  Journal  of  the  8th  March  prints 
this :  "Some  time  ago  Edward  Field 
discovered  that  the  Early  Records  of  the 
town  of  Providence  were  in  a  dilapidated 
condition,  and  he  suggested  that  they  be 
copied,  the  idea  being  to  have  that  work 
done  by  a  penman.  A  commission  was 
created,  in  1891,  consisting  of  George  M. 
Carpenter,  Horatio  Rogers,  both  Judges, 
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and  Edward  Field".  So  far  as  Field's 
discovery  is  concerned,  it  is  sheer  fiction. 
The  real  fact  is  that  Sidney  S.  Rider 
asked  men  to  assist  him  in  the  publica- 
tion of  such  of  the  Providence  Records 
as  were  worth  printing.  These  men  at 
once  assented  to  the  plan  and  gave  me 
their  signatures;  but  John  H.  Kendrick, 
for  some  reason  to  me  unknown,  so  ob- 
structed my  effort  as  to  destroy  it,  and 
got  the  work  into  the  hands  of  Field. 
The  printed  proposals,  on  which  are 
many  autographs,  are  preserved  in  the 
Sidney  S.  Rider's  library  now  at  Brown 
University.  Had  my  plan  been  per- 
mitted, the  work  would  have  been  done 
upon  some  historical  basis,  and  in  such 
form  that  it  could,  by  some  possibility, 
be  used.  Every  suspicion  of  a  criminal 
act  by  Field  is  suppressed  by  these  two 
newspapers.  Is  not  the  destruction,  or 
the  fabrication,  or  the  secret  alteration  of 
court  records,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
money,  a  crime?  It  is  not  that  which 
Field  did,  and  which  these  City  Hall  offi- 
cials are  hiding?  I  believe  I  state  a  fact 
when  I  say  that  not  one  volume  of  the 
printed  Early  Records  has  ever  been  read 
in  proof  from  the  original  manuscripts. 
Such  work  is  fatal. 


In  the  recent  investigation  of  the  N. 
Y.  Consolidated  Gas  Company  Swindle, 
Prof.  Hallock  was  assigned  by  Columbia 
University  to  make  tests.  I  present  here 
the  acute  points  in  his  investigation. 
They  are  well  deserving  of  every  man's 
a  refill  study : 

"In  making  your  tests,  did  you  detect 
ruiy  relation  between  the  quality  of  gas 
and  the  pressure?" 

"On  April  2,  5,  6  and  7  the  tests 
showed  that  whenever  the  quality  of  gas 
improved  the  pressure  decreased,  and 
vice  versa,"  said  Prof.  Plaliock. 

Q. — \Vill  you  state  what  effect  an  in- 
creased pressure  in  correspondence  with 
a  falling  off  in  quality  would  have  on 
the  consumer?  A.— The  result  would 
be,  if  there  was  no  extra  regulation,  that 


he  would  have  to  burn  more  gas  in  order 
to  get  the  same  illumination,  and  conse- 
quently would  have  to  pay  more.  The 
situation  is  this,  that  in  a  cubic  foot  of 
gas  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  illumi- 
nating power.  If  for  some  reason  this 
is  lessened  the  same  candle  power  can 
be  obtained  at  the  burner  in  the  same 
time  if  a  greater  quantity  is  forced 
through  the  meter. 

Q.— If  twenty-two  candle  power  gas  be 
charged  for  at  the  legal  rate  of  $1  per 
1,000  cubic  feet,  what  would  be  the  cobt 
to  consumer  if  a  higher  pressure  is 
turned  on  to  make  up  for  proportions 
of  inferiority  in  quality?  A.— -If  the 
quality  of  the  gas  fell  off  to  75  per  cent, 
of  its  normal  quality  a  consumer  using 
a  mantle  burner  would  have  to  pay  $1.25 
to  get  the  amount  of  light  he  should 
have  from  1,000  cubic  feet  at  Si.  With 
an  open  flame  burner  the  same  amount 
of   light    would   cost    him   $3. 

Q.— What  is  75  per  cent,  of  22?.  A. — 
16.5   candle  power. 

Q. — Then  I  understand  that  if  a  man 
pays  $1  for  1,000  cubic  feet  oi  twenty- 
two  candle  power  gas,  if  he  gets  gas  of 
16.5  and  the  same  illumination,  he  would 
Pa>'  $3>  ^  he  had  an  open  flame  burner? 
A. — Approximately,  yes. 

This  shows  the  Gas  Swindle  all  over 
the  country.  Here  gas  is  $r. 10.  In  New 
York  the  Legislature  have  fixed  the  price 
at  80  cents,  and  here  a  deadly  poison 
is  sent  into  our  sleeping  chamber-  every 
night ;  and  the  Attorney  General  does 
nothing. 


it  must  be  amusing  to  the  taxpayers  of 
Middletown,  R.  1...  to  learn,  after  a  man's 
death,  that  he  owned  twenty  million? 
of  dollars  of  property  practically  with- 
out a  tax. 


To  telephone  to  Pawtueket  costs  m< 
eleven  cents.  I  can  go  there  and  back  lr, 
rail  for  ten  cents. 
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LIBERAL  STRONG  PROGRESSIVE  COURTEOUS 

UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts.,  Providence. 


THE  SERVICE  THIS  BANK  RENDERS  ITS  CUSTOMERS  is 
the  basis  of  its  success  and  growth.  We  not  only  maintain  this 
service  but  continually  strive  to  increase  its  efficiency.  Any  person 
who  banks  with  us  cannot  fail  to  realize  and  appreciate  the  benefits 
our  efforts  bring.  We  solicit  your  account  in  our  commercial 
department. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  allow  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


CLASSICS  IN  FOREIGN  LANGUAGES  IN  THEIR 
NATIVE   TONGUES    FOR   ALMOST   A    SOXG.      J 

Flugel — Praktisches     Worterbnch     der 

75c  ;;,    :\ 

Alfieri,  Vittorio — Tragedie.  2  vols, 
i2mo,  half  bound.     Milano,  1889.    $1.00. 

Grundriss  der  Romanisch'en  Philolo-' 
gie  tmter  mit  worktmg  (twenty  writers) 
herausgegeben  von  Gustav  Grober;  mit 
4  Tafeln  und  13  Karten.  1  vand.  Strass- 
burg,  1888;  half  rnor.     $2.00. 

Bazan  (Emilia) — La  Tribuna  novela 
original.  121110,  half  bound.  Madrid 
(1880).     50c. 

Calderon — Klassische  Buhnendichlun- 
gen  der  Spanien  herausgegeben  von  Max 
Krenkel.  8vo,  half  bound.  Liepzig.  18S1. 
75C 

Meyers  Hand — Lexikon  der  allgeminei- 
nen  Wissens.  2  vols,  half  lb.  Leipzig, 
1878.     $2.00. 

Wilhelm  Hauffs  Samtliche  Werke— 
Mit  einer  biographischen  einleilung  von 
Alfred  Weile.  5  vols,  bound  in  2.  Berlin 
(i860),  i2mo.     $2.00. 


Simrock — Handbuch  der  Deutschen 
j  Mythologie  mit  einschluk  der  Nordi- 
!   schen.     Bonn,  1874.     S1.75. 

Cervantes — Don  Quijote  de  la  Mancha. 
;  With  tin  esayo  historico  sob  re  la  vida  y 
;  escrito  de  Cervantes  por  El  Jorge  Tick- 
j  nor.     Nueva  York,  1S91.     $1.00. 

J  Das  Nibelungenlied,  ubersekt  von  Karl 
1  -Simrock.  Svo,  half  cloth.  Stuttgart,  1864. 
:  $1.00. 

j  Der  Nibelunge  noth  nnd  die  Klage, 
j  nach  der  altesten  uberlieferung  mit 
{  bezeichrung  des  unechlen,  und  mit  den 
t  abraeichungen  der  gemoinen  lesart — von 
i  Karl  Lachmann.  Berlin,  187S.  Funfte 
Ausgabe,  half  bound.    $1.50. 

Breitinger — Die  Grundzuge  der  franzo- 
sischen  Literatur,  und  Sprachgeschichte. 
j  Svo.     Zurich,  1889.     half  bound.     75c. 

!  .  Mahn — Die  Biographisen  der  Trouba- 
I  dours.  8vo.  Berlin,  1878.  Half  bound. 
j  75c. 

Engliskhen  und  Deutschen.  2  vols,  8vo, 
I  half  bound.     Leipsig,  1883.      §2.00. 
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The  Providence  Journal  of  March  I2th 
publishes  a  dispatch  from  Worcester, 
Mass.,  to  the  effect  that  a  man  named 
"Morgan  had  found  a  $20  govern- 
ment bond  of  17S0.  issued  126  years  ago. 
The  bond  is  a  rarity,  and  Mr.  Morgan 
expects  to  realize  $12,086.00."  The  dis- 
patch does  state  that  the  bond  was  a 
Rhode  Island  issue.  But  the  Journal 
prints  a  fac  simile,  over  which  it  prints 
"Face  of  Rhode  Island  Bond  of  1780". 
Rhode  Island  issued  no  bond  in  1780, 
nor  ever  during  that  period.  The 
Journal  continues  :  "John  W.  Richmond, 
a  wealthy  man  of  those  days,  bought  a 
large  number  of  the  bonds  of  the  issue 
of  1786."  John  W.  Richmond  was  not 
a  "man  of  those  days".  He  was  born 
in  Little  Compton,  25th  September,  1775. 
The  Journal  continues:  "Sidney  S. 
Rider  also  tells  of  these  bonds  and  says: 
"In  July,  1780,  the  issue  of  30,000 
pounds  was  ordered  by  the  General  As- 
sembly''. As  its  authority  the  Journal 
cites  "James  N.  Arnold,  a  well  known 
authority  on  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  History  of  the  State".  There  is  not 
a  word  of  truth  in  either  of  these  state- 
ments;  and  especially  in  the  one  at- 
tributed to  myself.  In  iSqt  a  similar 
claim  was  made  by  a  man  dwelling  in 
New  Hampshire.  This  claim  was  first 
made   upon   the  General   Treasurer,  and 


the  complainant  was  referred  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island.  After  weeks 
of  fruitless  labor  at  the  State  House  the 
Governor's  secretary,  Charles  H.  How- 
land,  brought  the  corresoondence  to  me 
to  learn  whether  I  could  answer.  I  pre- 
pared the  answer,  giving  it  to  Mr. 
Howland  under  the  express  direction 
that  it  should  not  be  printed,  for  I  had 
been  paid  nothing  for  it.  It  had  not 
been  a  day  in  Howland's  possession  when 
a  Journal  reporter  came  to  me  with  a 
pitiful  petition  that  I  would  permit  him 
to  print.  I  refused.  The  next  day  in 
most  deject  sorrow  he  came  again,  tell- 
ing me  that  he  could  get  $10.00  for  it, 
and  "he  was  so  much  in  need  of  the 
money"  I  consented  and  gave  him  the 
three  fac-similes  which  he  used  in  his 
paper.  I  now  print  it  exactly  as"  I  pre- 
pared it  for  the  State  Government.  It 
was  printed  in  the  Journal  of  March 
13th,  1892,  in  which  paper  whoever  is 
curious  can  read  the  few  verbal  changes 
from  my  manuscript.  There  will  be 
found  in  the  Journal's  copy  these  words, 
written  by  Mr.  Howland,  which  words 
are  not  in  mine:  "I  have  carefully  ex- 
amined it  in  all  its  phases,  moral,  legal 
and  historical.  In  this  research  I  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  enlist  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Sidney  S.  Rider.  Rhode 
Island's  eminent  antiquarian,  to  whose 
assistance  His  Excellence  the  Governor 
is  glad  to  make  apreciative  acknowledg- 
ment". 
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THE        MORAL,       LEGAL       AND        HISTORICAL 

ACCOUNT       OF       THE       RHODE       ISLAND 

CONTINENTAL     ISSUE     OF     PAPER 

MONEY    IN    I780. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  direct 
me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two 
communications  from  you  dated  respec- 
tively February  15th  and  February  19th 
of  the  present  year,  enclosing  a  twenty 
dollar  Continental  bill  dated  the  "Sec- 
ond Day  of  July,  17S0".  One  of  the 
communications  above  referred  to  ap- 
pears to  have  been  sent  to  the  General 
Treasurer  of  Rhode  Island,  and  bears 
upon  the  back  of  it  the  reply  of  that 
officer    to   your    request,    which    was,    in 


pftp<-t    tVinf  this  n 


"obligate 


of  your  (our)  State"  (Rhode  Island), 
which  "you  can  find  on  enquiry  there  is 
no  law  by  which  the  obligation  has  been 
set  aside  or  repudiated-'.  Thereupon 
you  request  the  General  Treasurer  to 
"reckon  up"  the  interest,  which  by  ''rea- 
son of  the  coming  on  of  old  age"  you 
have  not  before  been  able  to  call  for 
personally:    and    remit    the    amount    by 


check,  both  principal  and  interest."  His 
Excellency  is  restrained  by  the  nature 
of  his  position  from  treating  your  com- 
munication as  a  jest;  the  characteristics 
of  which  in  certain  respect-  they  bear, 
and  since  they  raise  suggestions,  which 
had  not  before  been  suggested,  he  di- 
rects, me  to  reply  to  them  in  detail.  Von 
remark  in  both  communications  that  the 
"obligation"  explains  itself".  This  is  not 
quite  apparent,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons: "The  "obligation"  purports  to 
have  been  issued  by  an  act  of  the 
''Legislature"  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
charter  of  Charles  the  Second,  which 
was  the  fundamental  law  of  Rhode  Is- 
land at  that  date,  to  wit,  July  2nd,  17S0. 
knows  no  such  body.  The  only  legisla- 
tive body  known  to  Rhode  Island  law 
is  the  "General  Assembly",  but  that  this 
could  not  have  been  the  body  referred 
to  is  clear,  for  the  reason  that  on  the 
"second  day  of  July,  1780."  the  date  of 
j  the  pretended  enactment,  the  General 
!  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  was  not  in 
I  session,  and  hence  could  not  have 
!   enacted  the  law  under  which  this  "obli- 
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g&tion"  was  created,  as  in  fact  it  did 
not.  But  you  say  in  effect  that  failing 
to  obtain  satisfaction  from  the  Slate  oi 
Rhode  Island  you  propose  to  "try  the 
endorsers  substantially".  His  Excellency 
reminds  you  that  there  are  no  endorsers; 
there  is  what  purports  to  be  a  party,  to 
writ,  "the  United  States",  which  will 
"ensure  the  payment"  of  the  "obliga- 
tion". The  absurdity  of  the  proposition 
is  apparent.  We  are  asked  to  believe 
that  this  "obligation"  alleged  to  have 
been  created  by  an  act  of  the  "Legisla- 
ture" of  Rhode  Island  on  the  "second 
day  of  July,  1780,"  was  endorsed  by  a 
Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress 
of  the  18th  March  of  the  same  year;  in 
other  words,  the  "obligation"  was  en- 
dorsed four  months  before  it  was 
enacted.  His  Excellency  begs  to  submit 
that  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  "obligation 
does  not  (as  you  suggested  that  it  did) 
explain  itself. 

Setting  aside  the  question  of  Fraud, 
which  surrounds  the  "obligation"  upon 
every  side,  His  Excellency  directs  me 
to   explain    to  you    the   present   state   of 


the  "obligation"  from  your  point  of  view, 
to  wit,  that  it  is  now  a  genuine  and 
valid  debt  as  agreed  by  this  State.  To 
this  end  Hia  Excellency  admits  that  this 
"obligation"  was  once  #  an  actual  debt 
against  Rhode  Island.  It  declares  upon 
its  face  that  it  matured  as  a  debt  Dec. 
31,  1786,  both  as  to  principal  and  interest. 
On  that  day  Rhode  Island  was  prepared 
to  redeem  this  "obligation"  and  all  other 
"obligations"  outstanding  against  the 
State,  having  provided  funds  for  that 
purpose.  In  proof  you  are  referred  to 
the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  General 
Assembly,  May  1786,  page  13.  Unless 
you  can  show  that  this  pretended  "obli- 
gation" was  on  the  31st  December,  1786, 
presented,  and  payment  refused,  interest 
then  stopped.  Rhode  Island  was  not  in 
fault  that  you  did  not  then  present  the 
"obligation".  But  upon  this  question  of 
interest  the  "obligation"  does  not  ex- 
plain itself;  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State,  to  which  His 
Excellency  refers  you  (see  Acts  &  Re- 
solves, March,  1781,  page  33,),  interest 
on  this  obligation  began  the  first  day  of 
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April,  1781 ,  and  as  shown  on  the  "obli- 
gation" itself,  ended  Dec.  31st,  1786. 
Ihese  facts  will  so  facilitate  your  "reck- 
oning" of  the  interest  that  you  will 
yourself  be  able,  possibly,  to  do  it  with- 
out calling  upon  the  General  Treasurer 
to  "reckon"  it  for  you.  His  Excellency 
directs  me  to  say  that  you  are  quite  cor- 
rect in  your  communication  of  the  19th 
ult.,  above  referred  to,  in  remarking  that 
Rhode  Island  never  "set  aside  or  repu- 
diated in  any  way  the  'obligation'  which 
you  hold";  she  did  not,  and  does  not 
now  do  so.  The  General  Treasurer  is 
in  error  in  supposing  that  he  "has  not 
in  his  custody  any  appropriation  for  pay- 
ing the  'obligation'  ".  On  the  contrary, 
he  holds  abundant  funds  provided  by 
the  General  Assembly  expre.-siy  for  that 
purpose,  in  proof  of  which  His  Excel- 
lency cites  (Acts  &  Resolves,  May,  1786, 
p.  13.),  and  which  funds  still  lie  in 
the  office  of  the  General  Treasurer.  His 
Excellency  directs  me  further  to  inform 
}0U  that  in  case  you  present  this  '"obli- 
gation' to  the  General  Treasurer,  he  will 
honor  it,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 


May,  1876,  enacted  expressly  to  this  end; 
but  here  His  Excellency  directs  me  to 
further  call  your  attention  to  the  stat- 
utes bearing  upon  this  question.  In  case 
you  presented  the  claim  when  due  and 
refused  to  receive  in  payment  the  funds 
which  the  State  provided,  you  were  to 
be  fined  one  hundred  pound:?  (Acts  & 
Resolves,  June,  17S6,  p.  g,).  This  refusal 
was  subsequently  made  a  penal  oftencc 
(Acts  &  Resolves,  August,  1786,  p.  7,), 
and  the  offender  was  ordered  "com- 
mitted to  the  County  Goal". 

In  your  communication  of  the  19th 
"ult.  you  observe  "there  is  no  law  by 
which  the  'obligation'  has  been  set  aside 
or  repudiated  in  any  •way";  presuming 
you  to  have  been  correctely  informed 
m  this  respect,  and  the  laws  referred 
to  to  be  still  in  force,  His  Excellency, 
as  the  Chief  Executive,  will  observe 
their  enforcement  and  cause  you  com- 
mittal in  case  you  refuse  to  receive  the 
funds  which  the  State  provided,  and 
which  the  General  Treasurer  can  still 
present  in  payment.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
no  other   course   is   open   to   His   Excel- 
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kncy.  The  General  Assembly  in  this 
identical  case  enacted  that  "It  is  an 
established  maxim  in  legislation  and 
ought  to  be  strictly  and  punctually  ad- 
hered to  in  all  wise  governments  that 
process  upon  the  breach  of  penal  laws 
be  immediate  and  the  penalty  inflicted" 
(Acts  &  Resolves,  August,  1786,  p.  5,). 
In  closing,  His  Excellency  directs  my 
recurrence  to  a  point,  which  was  partly 
discussed  above,  as  to  the  holding  "sub- 
stantially" the  endorser.  An  endorser 
cannot  be  held  until  a  principal  has  de- 
faulted. In  this  case  you  have  sub- 
mitted no  evidence  (nor  does  such  evi- 
dence exist)  that  Rhode  Island  has  de- 
faulted.      

The  Journal  of  Thursday  gives  us  a 
very  beautiful  picture  of  a  young  man 
who  emigrated  not  long  since  from  Eng- 
land to  this  country.  Richard  W.  Jen- 
nings is  his  name.  He  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Nezvs  when  Gov.  D.  Russell 
Brown  held  over  by  anarchy.  He  has 
been  private  secretary  for  Charles  R. 
Brayton  for  years.  Now  he  is  secretary 
for    Gov.   Utter.     Who   sent   this   young 


Englishman  to  New  York  to  attend  the 
National  Conference  for  Reform  in  Elec- 
tion Lazes  as  a  representative  from 
Rhode  Island?  The  Journal  does  not  in- 
form us.  But  it  says  Mr.  Jennings  "\\  ill 
Push  Reforms  in  Election  Laws*'.  1 
think  I  see  him  doing  it.  For  it  Mr. 
Jennings  has  one  admirable  capacity:  he 
knows  the  inside  of  Rhode  Island  Po- 
litical Rascality,  short  as  has  been  his 
life  here,  and  his  teacher  no  less  perfect. 
Was  he  sent  as  a  spy,  or  for  what?. 

The  New  York  limes  thus  touches 
the  practical  conditions  of  these  emi- 
grants upon  our  citizenship. 

"A  topic  suggested  rather  than  ex- 
hausted before  the  National  Civic  Fed- 
eration was  the  effect  of  immigration 
upon  cur  citizenzhi-.  Of  male?  of  vot- 
ing age  more  than  one-quarter  are  for- 
eign-born now.  and  arrivals  of  immi- 
grants are  at  the  rate  of  a  million  per 
annum.  It  would  be  serious  enough  if 
these  arrivals  were  merely  foreign,  that 
is,  un-American. '"'  How  could  Mr.  Jen- 
nings push  political  reform  either  here 
in  Rhode  Island  or  outside  of  it? 
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A  Boston  newspaper  is  at  present  en- 
gaged  in  showing  now  much  better  fihan- 
caiiy  it  would  have  been  for  the  people 
ol  Providence  had  they  in  1671  turned 
over  to  private  individuals  tne  verj 
urgent  matter  of  a  supply  of  drinking 
water  for  the  city;  and  an  elaborate  ar- 
ray of  figures  is  given  to  show  the  facts. 
Suppose  that  a  private  corporation  had 
hold  of  the  faucets,  how  much  would  the 
people  have  been  financially  bled?  In 
order  to  give  any  value,  as  evidence  to 
these  figures,  the  swindles  of  a  Private 
Corporation  must  be  shown.  The  matter 
of  municipal  ownership  oi  a  city's  water 
supply  appears  to  have  been  settled  by 
the  Franklin  Lyceum  last  week.  At  all 
events,  so  the  Boston  organ  states  it. 


The  financial  morals  of  the  Journal  is 

cleverly  shown  by  its  huge  heading  con- 
cerning    the     Farweil     failure.      Certain 
creditors  began  banqruptcy  proceedings, 
{  this  action,  the  Journal  says,   was   taken 
J  TO   PROTECi    PROPER!  Y.     Whose 
property    was    protected?      it    seems    tu 
be  one  of  these  cases,  now  so  common, 
where  a  man  incorporates  himself,  leav- 
ing his  stock   in   his   corporation  to  pay 
!  hi;   debts;  all   the  time  buying  raw  ma- 
|  terials   on   the   credit  of  the   corporation 
J  and    investing    the    profits,    taken    in    the 
j  form      of      dividends,    in    his    individual 
!  name.      It    is    a    clever    little    game    and 
j  effective  in  a  business  way. 


Mr.  Grosvetior,  the  eminent  Ohio  po- 
litician and  patriotic  protectionist,  was 
a  schoolfellow  with  me  in  Pomfret,  Con- 
necticut. One  day,  while  playing  with 
the  boys,  who  had  come  long  distances, 
the  Grosvenor  boy,  while  running  bare- 
foot, struck  a  stone  with  his  big  toe,  and 
sent  the  toe  nail  flying.  The  toe  became 
sore,  and  Charlie  limped  round  for  days, 
teasing  the  boys  for  a  bite  of  their  ap- 
ples, and  he  would  show  them  his  sore 
toe.  That  is  about  what,  as  men,  we've 
been  doing ;  ue  has  been  having  bites  of 
our  apples;  but  now  we  are  seeing  his 
sore  toe. 


'ihe  other  day  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  rinsed  out  Sockanocket  reservoir, 
where  the  water  is  supplied  which  all 
Providence  people  are  forced  to  drink. 
Four  thousand  eight  hundred  cartloads 
of  filth,  the  corrhptest  mass  of  rottenness 
of  which  the  human  mind  can  conceive, 
were  taken  out.  It  is  more  than  ten 
years  "Since  the  writer  made  a  fierce  as- 
sault upon  the  manufactures  along  the 
Pawtuxet  river  for  gathering  the  human 
excrement  from  20.000  men  and  women 
and  throwing  it  daily  into  the  water 
which  we  were  forced  to  drink.  And 
these  men  attempted  to  throw  me  into 
prison.     Now  look  at  the  case. 


In      a      recent    Sunday    Journal,    Air. 
Robert  Grieve,  a   iavvyei    here   01   recent 

construction,  has  a  long  letter  on  "Ed- 
ward Field,  the  Record  Commissioner". 
In  it  I  find  these  paragraphs:  "His  work- 
as  Record  Commissioner  has  given  him 
a  standing  as  an  authority  on  local  his- 
tory second  to  no  man  in  the  com- 
munity". Again,  "From  the  beginning 
all  the  detail  work  fell  to  Air.  Field's 
share".  Again,  "Both  these  eminent 
i  men,  Carpenter  and  Rogers,  gave  their 
advice  and  assistance,  but  the  labor  of 
aranging  and  selecting  the  material,  pre- 
paring indexes,  reading  proofs,  and  see- 
ing the  printed  volumes  through  the 
press  devolved  upon  Air.  Field".  Again, 
"These  volumes  have  a  great  value,  as 
they  contain  the  original  evidences  of 
land  titles  in  Providence  county".  Not 
very  long  ago  I  was  engaged  in  hunting 
the  Indian  names  of  places  or  localities 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  I  saw  on  the  323rd 
page  of  the  17th  volume  of  these  Early 
Records  the  name,  Narraqtieseade.  The 
Record  states  that  the  question  was 
concerning  "a  highway  thither".  I  had 
never  seen  or  heard  of  the  name  before, 
and  suspecting  nothing  I  made  research 
on  research.  In  the  book  itself  the  docu- 
ment containing  the  question  is  referred 
to  as  being  .0307;  and  the  researcher  is 
told  to  look  on  page  19  of  this  same 
volume    17.      I    did    look,    and    nothing 


DO 


about    the    document    or    Narraqueseade 

is  to  be  found.  But  there  I  found  this 
statement ;  ".0397  is  the  clerk's,  memo  ran  - 

dim  of  the  proceedings  of  the  town 
meeting  printed  in  the  Early  Records 
of  the  town  of  Providence,  vol.  8,  p. 
12S."  Then  I  looked  and  found  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  word  or  document. 
Irs  despair  I  at  last  went  to  Mr,  Field, 
who,  as  Mr.  Grieve  stares,  had  sole 
charge  of  "reading  proofs",  "preparing 
the  indexes'',  "selecting  the  material" 
"and  seeing  the  printed  volume  through 
the  press".  Mr.  Field  had  brought  to 
him  document  .0397.  What  the  o  stands 
for  at  the  left  of  the  figures  I  am  un- 
able to  state,  for  I  dared  not  expose  my 
ignorance.  But  the  name  Narraqueseade 
was  not  in  the  document.  In  place  of 
it.  the  girl  who  copied  the  document 
foi  the  printer  had  written  the  beauti- 
ful, may  I  say  "Indian"  word  which 
the  Early  Records  still  exhibit  in  all  the 
libraries  in  this  country.  But  my  In- 
dian map  of  the  lands  as  Canonicus  and 
Miantonomi  knew  them,  lost  a  unique 
name.  Such  a  complicated  series  of  as- 
tounding blunders  seems  incredible;  but 
there  they  are;  go  look  at  them;  and  all 
done  in  one  of  the  very  latest  volumes 
printed,  the  17th;  and  after  the  Record 
Commissioner  had  had  eleven  years  of 
experience.  This  astounding  blunder 
consisted,  first,  of  the  error  of  the  copy- 
ist; second,  her  copy  was  never  com- 
pared with  the  original  manuscript; 
third,  a  fictions  statement  in  the  index; 
fourth,  the  index  is  false  in'  its  refer- 
ence to  volume  8,  and  neither  Record 
Commissioner  ever  thought  of  examin- 
ing this  strange  name  of  a  locality.  The 
real  word*  in  the  original  manuscript 
were  "Narrow  Passage",'  and  he 
showed  them  to  me.  All,  Mr.  Grieve 
-ays,  "was  the  work  of  Mr.  Field,  who 
is  an  authority  in  local  history  second 
to  no  man  in  the  community".  Humbly 
I  beg  liberty  to  differ.  But  there  are  a 
great  many  fatal  errors  which  I  could 
show.     I   will   refer  but   to  one,  to   wit, 


the  document,  Salus  Populi.  Those  who 
are  curious  must  go  to  Book  Notes, 
v.  10,  p.  134,)  for  an  explanation.  It 
is  too  long  for  use  here.  The  chrono- 
logical order  or  method  is  absolutely 
destructive  to  research;  v.  1  covers  1663 
to  1713;  the  town  was  planted  in  1636; 
v.  2  covers  16.42  to  1661  ;  v.  3  covers 
1661-1674;  v.  4  covers  1674,  ending  with 
165S;  v.  5  covers  1658  to  1709;  v.  6 
covers  1678-1709.  Such  work  cannot  be 
explained,  nor  excused,  by  claiming  that 
specific  matters  are  treated  in  these  vol- 
umes, for  the  reason  that  they  were 
not  so  treated.  Such  work  is  neither 
historical  nor  is  it  decent;  and  yet  there 
is  never  ending  laudation  for  it.  Is  Mr. 
Field's  integrity  as  a  historical  scholar 
strengthened,  or  weakened,  by  the  ex- 
pose of  his  criminal  life  as  a  court  offi- 
cer for  so  many  years?  Would  a  man 
who  for  years  has  falsified  the  records 
of  a  court  hesitate  to  "play"  with  the 
Early  Records  of  a  town?  And  then 
comes  Mr.  Grieve  and  asking  the  City 
Council  to  pay  Mr.  Field  $15,000.  Lan- 
guage fails  me  in  attempting  to  consider 
such  a  proposition. 


The  United  States  Supreme  Court  ha^ 
decided  that  the  common  law  is  adequate 
to  bring  corporations  under  control  in 
the  public  interest  and  for  the  safety  of 
the  people.  The  Constitution  of  Rhode 
Island  gives  jurisdiction  to  a  Court  of 
Common  Law.  How,  then,  can  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  enact  a  law  giving  a  cor- 
poration the  right  to  maintain  a  com- 
mon public  nuisance  five  minutes  at  a 
time,  twelve  hours  a  day,  flooding  the 
city  with  soot ?  Again,  what  right  has 
the  Law  Department  to  give  to  those 
corporations  privilege  to  violate  either 
the  coal  statute  or  the  common,  law  a 
year  and  a  half,  calling  it  experiments? 
Tr  is  time  the  grand  juries  took  up  this 
matter. 
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SOWAMS,  NOW  WARREN,  THE  FIRST  INDIAN 

NAME  OF  A   LOCATION   KNOWN    TO  THE 

PLYMOUTH    SETTLERS,     l6tb    OF 

MARCH,    l620- 1. 

On  or  about  the  27th  January,  1906, 
one  Thomas  \v.  Bicknell,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Providence  Journal  re-asserts,  what 
he  affirmed,  in  a  "History"  of  Barring- 
ton,  published  in  1898,  that  "The  Ancient 
Sowams,  the  home  of  Massasoit,  was 
Barrington."  He  further  states  that  in 
this  opinion,  he  is  sustained  by  the 
action  of  Wilfred  H.  Munro,  professor 
of  history  in  Brown  University,  and 
president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society,  and  by  the  action  of  the  His- 
torical society  itself,  "while  Sidney  S. 
Rider  takes  the  side  of  the  argument  in 
favor  of  Sowams  as  being  Warren."  He 
also  speaks  of  Miss  Virginia  Baker,  now 
of  Warren,  as  also  believing  that  War- 
ren was  once  the  land  of  the  Wam- 
panoags,  called  by  them  Sowams.  Four 
letters  have  been  printed  by  the  Journal 
passing  between  Bicknell  and  Miss 
Baker;  and  the  Journal  has  assumed 
to  affirm  the  soundness  of  Bicknell's 
view  of  the  question.  Bicknell  has  said 
"Historic  students  can  have  but  one 
opinion  of  the  matter"  (Journal,  28th 
January,  1906).  The  writer  of  Book 
Notes  seems  according  to  this  learned 
"historic"  writer  to  be  the  only  living 
man  who  holds  another  view.  The  ques- 
tion   as    a    matter    of    history    ought    to 


have  a  profound  interest  to  Rhode 
Island  scholars.  For  this  reason  I 
will  discuss  it  in  the  coming  issues,  in 
which  I  will  show  that  Sowams  was 
the  first  Indian  name  of  a  location 
ever  known  to  the  Plymouth  settlers. 
That  "Sowams,  alias  Pokanoket."  was 
owned,  first,  and  always  after  the  Indians 
by  Rhode  Island.  Neither  Plymouth, 
now  Massachusetts,  nor  any  individual, 
nor  speculating  company,  even  owned  an 
inch  of  that  land.  Still  further  I  will 
show  that  the  Bradford  patent  of  1629 
was  a  deliberate  individual  land  fraud, 
brought  into  existence  by  the  use  of 
money,  for  the  sole  enrichment  of  the 
Bradfords;  and  how  it  worked  in  con- 
nection with  these  "Sowams.  .  alias 
Pokanoket"  lands.     Because  a  couple  of 

HE  MOVES  MOUNT  HOPE, 
surveyors,  in  drawing  a  plat  of  these 
lauds  in  1720,  put  the  words" Pokanoket, 
alias  Sowams",,  on  the  lands  now  known 
as  Nayat ;  will  men  believe  that  Mount 
Hope  Neck  is,  or  ever  was,  on  that 
"Point,"  by  whatever  name  it  was 
known;  these,  and  many  other  questions 
I  will  discuss  in  the  coming  numbers  of 
Book  Notes.  This  question  arose  just 
now  by  the  purchase  by  the  Historical 
Society,  of  what  the  secretary  speaks 
of  as  the  Earliest  Map  of  Rhode 
Island,  1720.  On  this  map  (so-called) 
appears,  according  to  Bicknell.  'the 
words  Pocanochett,  Pokandket,  alias 
Sawoomsett".       And,    he    continues,    we 
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find  these  words  inscribed  on  the  section 
now  known  as  "Rumstick".  Rumstick 
Point  is  a  part  of  Barrington,  as  that 
town  is  now  laid  out,  but  was  it  a 
part  of  the  Barrington  laid  out  by  Massa- 
chusetts in  1 717,  and  destroyed  as  a  town 
29  years  later,  in  1747.  The  words 
quoted  by  Bicknell  as  being  on  "Rum- 
stick"  are  not  there,  but  are  upon  Nayat. 
Mr.  Bicknell  closes  his  letter  with  this  : 
'"It  is  a  pleasure  to  feel  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  location  of  ancient  Sowams 
is  sustained  by  Colonial  authority,  which 
uith  most  minds  zviH  be  conclusive 
evidence  that  Barrington  (he  does  not 
indicate  which  Barrington)  was  ancient 
Sowams,  the  home  of  Massasiot.  His- 
toric students  can  have  but  one  opinion 
on  the  matter".  Again :  "At  last  the 
authoritative  word  is  spoken,  and  we 
have  the  earliest  recorded  official  word 
as  to  the  location  of  Ancient  Sowams". 
This  plat,  for  it  is  merely  a  plat,  is  not 
"recorded  official  word:"  It  has  been 
recently  printed  by  the  Journal,  size 
4x6  inches,  while  the  original  drawing 
is  24x30  inches.  The  result  is  that  the 
Journal's   publication    is    illegible,   yet    it 


purports  being  a  fac  simile.  The  Journal 
calls  it  the  "Official  map  of  the  State, 
made  in  1720."  It  is  not  a  map  of  the 
State  in  any  sense,  but  a  surveyor's  plat 
of  certain  border  lines — lands  claimed  by 
adjoining  colonies.  The  Journal  con- 
tinues :  "It  is  believed  to  be  the  original 
map  ordered  by  the  royal  government  in 
1702".  The  royal  government  ordered 
no  map  in  1702.  But  in  case  it  had  done 
so,  why  waste  18  years  before  making  it, 
and  why  keep  it  here  in  Rhode  Island. 
If  it  had  been  ordered  by  the  "royal" 
government  would  it  have  been  kept 
here?  It  was  a  plat  made  in  1720  to 
assist  the  Rhode  Island  commissioners 
in  an  attempt  to  settle  the  boundary  dis- 
„.....„  which  had  V,  -  '  - '  '  ill  C 
necticut.  It  was  "settled",  but  Rhode 
Island  rejected  the  work  of  its  own  com- 
missioners, who  used  this  "plat".  The 
royal  government  at  that  time  took  no 
action.  This  plat  was  a  certified  copy, 
by  the  General  Assembly,  attested  by  the 
governor,  and  for  the  use  of  the  two 
commissioners.  It  was  the  property  of 
the  colony,  and  doubtless  has  been  stolen 
years  ago  from  some  one  of  the  colony 
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houses.  Nothing  conclusive  came  from 
it,  nor  can  anything  historical  be  learned 
from  it,  which  was  not  known  before  its 
present  appearance.  In  1726  this  Con- 
necticut line  was  fixed  by  the  English 
government.  In  1741  that  government. 
tired  with  the  endless  attempts  at  rob- 
bery of  Rhode  Island  lands  by  sur- 
rounding colonies,  appointed  a  commis- 
sion to  examine  the  evidence,  and  fix  the 
bounds  between  Massachusetts,  which 
colony  had  swallowed  Plymouth,  and 
Rhode  Island.  It  was  the  decision  of 
this  commission,  sustained  in  1746  by 
the  king  and  council  which  fixed  the 
locality  of  Pocanoket,  alias  Sowams ;  a 
plat  or  chart  was  made,  but  it  was  not 
called  a  map  of  Rhode  Island.  Here  1 
return  a  moment  Lo  consides  the  umu 
ing  force  of  the  chart  of  1720.  This 
"Official  map  of  the  State"  of  1720,  more 
than  half  a  century  before  Rhode  Island 
was  a  State,  shows  no  county  lines 
There  were  two  counties.  It  shows  ten 
towns  as  then  existing  in  "the  State". 
There  were  but  nine  towns.  The  map 
shows   no  county,  nor  town  lines.     The 


name  Pawtuxet  appears  just  as  the  name 
Kingstowne  appears,  but  there  was  never 
a  town  named  Pawtuxet.  Still  more 
this  map  shows  Pawtuxet  eight  miles 
northeast  of  the  position  which  it  then 
occupied,  and  has  always  occupied.  In 
the  clear  light  of  such  facts,  of  what 
value  as  evidence  is  the  placing  upon 
Nayat  Point  the  words  "Pocanochett. 
alias  Sawoomsett*'.  I  affirm  that  there 
is  not  a  shadow  of  truth  in  the  trans- 
action. In  history,  neither  "'Pokan- 
oket",  nor  "Sowams"  was,  or  was  ever 
placed  there.  While  upon  the  question  of 
maps  I  will  touch  two  maps  of  parts  of 
Rhode  Island,  printed  by  Mr.  Bicknell 
(page  280.)  Beneath  his  reproductions 
are  these  discriptions  of  them.  Under 
one  is,  Anciem  map  of  Wampanoag 
Territory,  1670".  It  is  false  in  two 
respects.  The  original  map  did  not 
exist  in  1670,  and  the  territory  upon 
it  was  largely  that  of  the  Xarra- 
gansett  tribe.  This  false  date  was  used 
by  Bicknell  for  a  specific  purpose.  The 
real  date  of  the  original  map  was  1677. 
At  that  date,  both  the  tribes,  to  wit,  the 
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the  Wampanoags  and  the  Narragansetts, 
had  been  annihilated,  and  neither  tribe 
held  an  acre  of  land  in  the  colony. 
Underneath  the  second  map  Ricknell 
prints  "Map  of  original  town  from  1717 
to  1747."  He  does  not  state  what 
"original"  town  is  meant,  bin  since  Bar- 
rington  is  his  subject,  and  was  created 
in  1717,  and  destroyed  in  1747,  the  pre- 
sumption is  fair  that  the  inscription  re- 
fers to  that  town,  in  which  case  it  is 
a  deliberate  fiction.  I  will  explain;  It 
presents  two  towns  as  existing.  Warren 
and  Barrington.  The  town  of  Barring- 
ton  was  put  into  existence  by  an  order 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  in 
1717.  The  town  of  Warren  was  incor- 
porated bv  the  Rhode  Island  Genera' 
Assembly  in  17.47.  This  was  after  the 
king  had  affirmed  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners  in  1741.  At  the  moment 
that  Warren  became  a  town  Barrington 
ceased  to  be  a  town.  They  never  existed 
one  moment  together.  Warren  had  no 
existence  until  1747.  Again,  there  is 
another  fatal  fiction  in  Bicknell's  state- 
ment.    This   map   does   not   truly   repre- 


sent the  lands  of  the  town  of  Barrington 
as  they  were  ordered  laid  out  in   1717. 

I  will  state  the  lands  constituting 
Barrington  in  171 7,  as  given  by  Bick- 
nell  (Hist.  .Barr.  196.)  "Resolved, 
that  Phebus'  Neck  and  New  Meadow 
Neck,  within  the  town  of  Swansea,  be 
and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  township 
by  the  name  of  Barrington".  These  two 
alone  formed  the  town.  By  referring  to 
page  280  of  this  history  of  Barrington, 
and  to  this  map,  it  will  be  seen  that 
Peebe's  Neck,  now  known  as  Bullock's 
Neck,  is  not  included  as  a  part  of  the 
town  of  Barrington.  For  Bullock's 
Neck,  see  (Hist.  Barr.  37),  Mr.  Rick- 
nell states  that  the  people  wanting  a 
town  of  Barrington  asked  for  Peebe's 
Neck,  New  Meadow  Neck  and  Brooks' 
Pasture  (page  195.)  But  they  did  not 
get  Brooks'  Pasture.  He  further  states 
that  Brooks'  Pasture  is  now  Warren, 
(p.  102.) 

If  we  can  rely  upon  Governor  Brad- 
ford, the  first  name  of  an  Indian  settle- 
ment in  what  we  now  call  New  Eng- 
land,   known    to    the    planters    of    Ply- 
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mouth,  was  Sowams.  The  story  is  sim- 
ple, but  of  much  interest  to  us  in  Rhode 
Island;  I  will  write  it.  "The  May 
Flower  arrived  off  the  coast,  near  Cape 
Cod,  November  nth,  i620x  and  the  men 
began  at  once  to  look  for  a  place  upon 
which  to  plant  their  settlement.  They 
played  with  the  question  several  weeks 
before  selecting  the  place  which  they 
finally  took,  and  named  Plymouth;  and 
or  the  25th  December,  1620,  began  the 
erection  of  the  first  house  for  common 
use.  About  a  hundred  settlers  landed : 
before  three  months,  one-half  were  dead, 
chieily  by  scurvy.  The  May  Flower  had 
returned  to  England,  and  neither  white 
nor  Indian  came  near  them."  I  will 
now  use  the  exact  language  of  Brad- 
ford. One-half  the  settlers  had  lived 
and  died  there  in  eighty-one  days:  "All 
this  while  ye  Indians  came  skulking 
about  them,  and  would  sometimes  show 
themselves  aloofe  of,  but  when  any  ap- 
proached near  them  they  would  rune 
away;  and  once  they  stoale  away  their 
tools,  where  they  had  been  at  work  and 
were   gone   to    dinner;    but   about  ye    16 


of  March  (1620-1)  a  certain  Indian 
came  bouldly  amongst  them  and  spoke 
to  them  in  broken  English,  which  they 
could  well  understand,  but  marvelled  at. 
Bradford  continues.  "His  name  was 
Samaset.  He  told  them  also  of  another 
Indian  whose  name  was  Squanto,  a  na- 
tive of  this  place,  who  had  been  in  Eng- 
land and  could  speak  better  English  than 
himselfe.  After  some  entertainmente  and 
gifts  dismist ;  a  while  after  he  came 
agaiue  .Sc  5  more  with  him  ;  and  they 
brought  agaiue  all  ye  tools  that  were 
stolen  away  before;  and  made  way  for  ye 
coming  of  their  great  Sachem,  called 
Masasoyt,  who  about  4  or  5  days  after 
came  with  the  cheefe  of  his  friends  & 
other     attendance     with     the     aforesaid 

oCjarno,      Willi     WilQm      aiii-i       m_nui_y      «.ii- 

tertainment  &  some  gifts  given  him  they 
made  a  peace  with  him,  which  hath  now 
(1645)  continued  this  24  years.. 
After  these  things  he  returned  to  his 
place  called  Sowams  some  40  miles  from 
this  place".  (Bradford's  Hist.  Plymouth. 
First  reprint  from  the  manuscript  by 
Mass.,  1S98,   1 1 5- 1 16).     The  first  Indian 
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with    whom    the    first    men    had     been 
able  to  talk  gave  them  the  name  Soi^ams 
as    being-    the    residence    of    Massasoit. 
Gov.  Bradford  cites  a  letter,  written  by 
a   Mr.  Dernier,  dated  June  30,    1620,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  '"'the  Pocanawkits,   j 
which  live  to  the  west  of  Plymouth,  a>    I 
bearing    inveterate    malice    to    the    Eng- 
lish,    .      ,      .     but  above  all  New  Eng-    I 
land   lands,  he    commends    Pocanawkite.    | 
for    ye    richest    soyle,    and    much    open 
ground  fitt  for  English  grain,"  etc.  Brad- 
ford's  Hist.,  1856.  p.  96.) 

DANCING  INDIAN  NAMES. 

Mr.  Bicknell  states,  in  his  "History''  | 
of  Barrington  (p.  35),  "Sowams,  or 
Sowamset,  was  the  territory  of  Barring-  | 
ton".  Again  (p.  61},  Sowams  Or  Bai- 
rington  had  been  known  to  the  settlers 
since  1620''.  Again,  "Barrington  was 
known  as  Sowams,  and  on  its  soil  was 
the  dwelling  of  the  great  Sachem  Mas- 
sasoit" (p.  8).  Again,  "Barrington  is, 
as  a  whole,  or  in  part,  ancient  Sowams" 
(p.  104).  Again,  "In  the  Original 
Patent,  granted  by  Charles  the  First  to 
the  Plymouth  settlers,  Sowams  and 
Sowamset  were  other  terms  for  Poka- 
noket"  (p.  91).  Again,  "The  residence 
of  Massasoit  was  called  Pokanoket,  or 
Sowams".  Again,  "Sowams,  the  whole 
of  Barrington"'  (p.  9).  Again,  "Bar- 
rington called  by  the  Indians  Peebe's 
Neck"  (p.  13).  Again,  "The  Indian 
name  of  the  town  of  Barrington  was 
Popanomscut  or  Peebee's  Neck"  (p. 
36;.  Again,  "The  proprietors  of  Popa- 
nomscut, or  Peebee's  Neck"  (p.  82). 
Again,  "Sowams,  the  Neck  since  called 
Peebee's  Neck"  (p.  07).  Again,  "The 
permanent  settlers  in  Sowams  on  New 
Meadow  and  Peebee's  Neck,  and  at 
Wanamoisett"  (p.  100).  Again,  "The 
Trading  Post  of  1632  was  located  on  the 
Barrington  side  of  the  Sowams  river,  on 
land  known  as  Phebe's  Neck"  (p.  108). 
Again,  "The  main  neck  in  Barrington, 
Peebee's  Neck"  (p.  165).  Again,  "The 
principal  settlement  of  Sowams  was  on 


New  Meadow  Neck"  (p.  108).  Again, 
'The  location  of  the  Myles'  Meeting 
House  after  Philip's  war  (1C76)  was 
then  the  residence  of  Massasoit;  and 
Popanomscut,  west  of  the  Sowams  Main 
river,  was  the  home  of  Pecbee"  p.  125). 
Again,  "Wanamoisett  was  within  the 
teiritory  of  Barrington;  it  was  the  fa- 
vorite resort  of  the  Indians,  as  it  in- 
cluded the  long  neck,  since  called  Bul- 
lock's  Neck"   (p.  37). 

I  lack  the  patience  to  explain  such 
utter  rot;  but  was"Barrington  known 
in  1620",  when  it  was  not  in  existence 
until  1 717.  Barrington  was  never 
known  as  Sowams ;  in  the  nature  of 
time  it  never  could  have  been  so  known. 
The  Original  Patent  was  not  granted  by 
Charles  the  First.  He  was  not  then 
king.  The  names  Sowams  nor  Poka- 
noket are  not  mentioned  in  the  Original 
Patent.  Barrington  was  never  called 
Peebe's  Neck  by  the  Indians.  The  In- 
dian name  of  the  town  of  Barrington 
was,  etc.  The  Indians  never  had  a 
name  for  that  town. 

There  was  never  a  Trading  Post  estab- 
lished on  what  Bicknell  calls  Peebe's 
Neck  in  1632,  nor  ever.  It  was  a  nat- 
ural impossibility.  A  necessity  for  a  Trad 
ing  Post  was  a  ship  to  bring  and  take 
away  the  things  traded  in.  No  ship 
could  approach  Bullock's  Point,  neither 
then,  nor  at  present.  The  coast  survey 
gives  the  depth  in  the  Bay  as  being  from 
one  foot  to  five  feet ;  and  the  depth  at 
the  extreme  south  end  of  New  Meadow 
Neck  as  being  five  feet ;  while  in  front 
of  what  is  now  Warren ;  ships  drawing 
from  nine  (9)  to  seventeen  (17)  feet 
could  actually  approach  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  shore.  Which  was  the 
"Garden  of  our  Patent."  Such  is  the 
utter  rot  of  what  Mr.  Bicknell  calls  his- 
tory. 

.  Concerning  this  Indian,  Peebe.  the 
first  thing  ever  known  of  him  was  in 
1668,  when  he  was  one  of  three  wit- 
nesses to  a  Deed  by  Philip.  (Bliss,  Hist. 
Rehob.  60.)  He  was  shot  on  the  28th  June, 
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1675,  according  to  Bickncll;  and  ac- 
cording to  Bicknell  he  lived  in  Bar- 
rington;  which,  according  to  Bickncll, 
was  first  created  in  1717.  Such  is  the 
utter  nonsense  of  this  "historian."  Again, 
he  says  Peebe's  Neck  was  Sowams,  and 
known  in  1620.  Peebe  had  no  neck. 
He  had  not  been  bom.  The  actual  date 
now  known,  when  "Febee's  Neck"  was 
applied  to  that  land  now  known  as  Bui-  j 
lock's  Point,  was  1710.  (Memorial  or 
Record  Book,  pp.  37-39.)  These  mat-  I 
ters  will  be  further  discussed. 


such  work  is  now  a  Record  Commis- 
sioner, and  has,  too,  I  have  been  in- 
formed, a  second  similar  volume  com- 
ing. The  book  has  not  the  slightest 
value. 


The  good  citizen  and  square  dealer 
falls  back,  however,  upon  two  points  of 
comfort :  first,  that  there  was  a  prodigal 
amount  of  rascality  in  the  days  when 
there  was  vastly  less  publicity ;  and,  sec- 
ond— and  here  is  his  best  consolation — 
that  the  standards  of  public  opinion  are 
as  high  as  ever,  and  that,  contemporary 
with  this  hideous  "exposure  of  wrong- 
doing, the  signs  are  numerous  of  a  re- 
vival of  the  ethics  of  business,  as  well 
as  of  the  ethics  of  politics. — From  an 
editorial  in  the  March  Century. 


For  six  weeks  I  tried  in  vain  at  the 
proper  office  in  the  City  Hall  to  examine 
one  moment  an  early  record.  Finally 
tired  of  wearing  out  shoe  leather,  1  in- 
formed the  proper  custodian  (Mr. 
Joyce)  that,  unless  I  saw  the  record 
within  24  hours,  I  would  ask  for  a  man- 
damus. 1  saw  it.  in  two  hours.  Is  that 
the  way  to  treat  an  earnest  scholar  seek- 
ing only  the  truth  in  history? 

The  most  abominable  outrage  ever 
done  here  in  the  city  printing  is  the 
publication  of  the  18th  volume  of  the 
Providence  Early  Records.  The  book 
has  in  the  neighborhood  of  440  pages. 
It  is  by  far  the  largest  volume  yet 
printed.  There  is  not  a  dozen  pages  of 
"Early"  Records  in  it.  It  is  a  repub- 
lication of  the  doings  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  connection  with  the  North  Bury- 
ing   Ground,    and    the    person    who    did 


My  friend,  Mr.  James  N.  Arnold,  who 
announces  himself  as  ''Historian'' , 
writes  to  me  this :  "By  the  way,  I  note 
ycur  Book  Notes'  article  on  the  Massa- 
chusetts towns.  I  note  you  do  not 
quote  Goodwin.  Are  you  aware  Mr. 
Goodwin  wrote  a  work  as  large  as  the 
Harris  Papers,  vol.  x  of  R.  I.  Hist. 
Soc.  Col.?  In  this  he  goes  deep  into 
the  Maine  towns."  Yes,  I  am  aware 
that  Mr.  Goodwin  wrote  a  work  as  large 
as  the  Harris,  etc.  As  evidence  of  my 
knowledge  of  this  fact,  see  (Book  Notes, 
v.  16,  pp.  17-20).  Of  the  seven  Nar- 
ragansett  towns  established  by  Massa- 
chusetts, two  were  in  what  is  now  the 
State  of  Maine.  Of  what  possible  value 
could  anything  which  Mr.  Goodwin 
could  possibly  write  be  in  such  a  case? 
But  as  a  book  of  positively  unreliable 
construction,  I  know  but  one  book  su- 
perior to  it. 


President  Dryden,  of  the  Prudential 
Insurance  Company  and  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States  Senate,  has  been  log- 
rolling Congress  endeavoring  to  get  life 
insurance  stealing  under  federal  protec- 
tion. His  scheme  was  kicked  from  a 
committee  room  of  the  House  on  the 
10th  March,  as  quickly  as  it  was  men- 
tioned. The  Prudential  Insurance  Com- 
pany has  an  office  here,  and  its  satellites 
are  constantly  at  work  gathering  ten 
cent  pieces  from  the  poor.  The  salary 
of  this  virtuous  president  as  sworn  be- 
fore the  Armstrong  Investigation  is 
about  $60,000  a  year. 


Neither  anger  nor  hatred  by  these  men 
shall  ever  deter  me  for  one  moment.  I. 
loo,  can  hate,  and  I  will  do  my  best  in 
the  public  interest  always  to  make  my 
hatred  effective. 
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SOWAMS,   NOW   WARREN,  THE  FIRST  INDIAN 

NAME   OF   A    LOCATION    KNOWN    TO  THE 

PLYMOUTH       SETTLERS,    l6TH    OF 

MARCH,    1 620- 1. 

2. 

I  resume  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion of  the  location  of  sowams  and 
Parts  adjacent"  at  the  point  where  I  left 
*t  in  my  last  issue.  On  page  92  of  his 
History,  Air.  Bicknell  speaks  of  "Mas- 
sasoit's  Place  called  Sowams" ;  again, 
"Sowams  was  Barrington"  (p.  9)  ;  again, 
"Barrington  was  Peebe's  Neck"  (p.  36)  ; 
again,  "Wannamoiset  was  a  section  of 
land  East  of  Riverside  (as  we  now 
know  it)  and  the  long  neck  called  Bul- 
lock's Neck  was  included  in  it;  that 
Thomas  Willett  dwelt  there,  within  the 
territory  of  Barrington"  (pp.  37.  3§  and 
j  1,  72).  Bullock's  Neck  was  so  named 
after  Richard  Bullock,  one  of  the  earli- 
est (1643)  settlers  of  Rehoboth  (Bliss 
Hist.,  Rehob.  26).  It  is  not  probable 
that  Peebe  was  born  when  Bullock  ac- 
quired possession.  Bullock  was  Town 
Clerk  of  Rehoboth  in  1666.  It  is  now 
my  purpose  to  compare  what  Mr.  Bick- 
nell has  said  concerning  the  location  of 
Sowams,  with  the  Original  Records,  and 
to  discuss  the  bearings  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Bicknell  says  "Capt.  Willett's  res- 
idence was  within  the  Territory  of  Bar- 
rington, as  originally  laid  out,  in  171 7" 
(Hist.  Barr.  71).  He  also  says,  "that 
Willett  died  in  1674,  and  was  buried  on 
a  Point  of  land  near  Iris  residence,  at  the 


head  of  Bullock's  Cove"  (Hist.  Barr.  72, 
73).  Walling's  Map  of  Rhode  Island 
(1854)  gave  this  information  as  to  the 
location  of  the  burial  place.  This  dwelling 
was  at  first  in  Rehoboth;  in  1667  it  was 
placed  in  Swansea.  After  his  residence 
was. fixed  in  Swansea,  he  never  lived  in 
Barrington.  Capt.  Willett  asked  the 
Plymouth  General  Court  "To  put  those 
that  have  land  at  Sowamset  into  some 
way  of  the  leviing  and  the  paying  of 
their  rates"  (taxes).  The  Court 
Records  read,  ''Capt.  Willett  was  sent 
to  put  those  that  have  lands  at  Sowam- 
sett  into  some  way  for  the  leviing  and 
paying  their  rates".  (Plym.  Col.  Rec.  3, 
202).  Bicknell  also  says  "Sowams  was 
the  whole  of  Barrington".  (P.  9.) 
Again,  Sowams  was  within  the  present 
(1898.) territory  of  Barrington".  (P.  90.) 
Again,  "Sowams  and  Barrington  are 
territorally      one,      (P.      90.)  Again, 

Sowams  or  Barrington  was  known  to  the 
settlers  in  1620".  (P.  61.)  If  Willett's 
residence  was  in  Barrington,  and  Bar- 
rington was  Sowamset,  was  it  neces- 
sary for  Willett  to  beg  the  Plymouth 
Court  ao  send  hm  to  levy  a  tax  upon 
hmself  and  other  owners  of  land  at 
Sowams. 

Plymouth  Court  in  1677  defined  the 
bounds  of  Sowamsett,  "on  the  west, 
partly  by  Swanzey  lands,  which  were 
purchased  of  the  Indians  by  Capt. 
Thomas  Willett,  etc."'  (Plym.  Col. 
Rec.  5,  248.)     If  Sowams  was  bounded 
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on  the  west  by  Swanzey,  then  it  must 
have  been  east  from  Swanzey;  and 
moreover  it  could  not  have  been 
Swanzey  itself.  How  then  could  Bar- 
rington,  made  wholly  out  of  Peebe's 
Neck,  and  the  west  end  of  Swanzey, 
have  been  Sowams,  when  Swanzey  was 
west  of  Sowams?  There  was  a  peram- 
bulatory  character  added  by  the  English 
to  both  English  and  Indian  names  of 
places  The  moment  an  Englishman  ob- 
tained an  Indian  deed  of  land  he  called 
it  a  "neck",  and  began  stretching  his 
neck;  and  hence  extending  the  location. 
For  instance,  Kettle  Point  is  now  a 
station  on  the  Consolidated  railroad  to 
Bristol,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river;  it 
was  originally  a  part  of  Field's  Point,  as 
we  now  call  it,  and  of  course  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river.  (R.  I.  Hist. 
Tract,  Sec.  Ser.  4,  p.  too.)  So  it  was 
with  Bicknell's  use  of  Peebe's,  Neck; 
but  wherever  it  was,  at  sundry  times,  it 
was  wholly  west  from  Sowams,  and 
hence  never  a  part  of  Barrington,  be- 
cause it  was  east  from  Swanzey. 

As  early  as  December,  1647,  Rehoboth 
asked  the  Plymouth  Court  liberty  "to 
make   use   of  a   quantity   of   marsh   land 


lying  on  the  west  of  Sowams  river", 
which  is  called  "the  new  meadows*', 
until  there  should  be  a  plantation  at 
Sowams".  (Plym.  Col.  Roc.  2,  120. 
Permission  was  granted.  This  shows 
that  these  meadows  were  not  in  Reho- 
both, and  that  they  were  owned  by 
Sowams,  and  were  not  themselves 
Sowams.  No  such  place  as  Peebe's 
Neck  was  then  known. 

The  Plymouth  Colony  Records,  Au- 
gust, 1670,  speak  of  "the  meadows  be- 
low giving  to  Sowamsetl,  commonly 
called  the  Five  Acre  Lots",  and  author- 
ized Swanzey  to  collect  the  rates,  or 
taxes.  If  these  meadows  belonged  to 
Sowams,  then  they  did  not  belong  to 
Swanzey'  or  if  they  ^-^r^  q  nart  n+* 
Swanzey,  why  could  not  that  town  have 
collected  the  taxes  without  a  special 
law;  were  these  lots  on  Peebe's  Neck? 

If  the  "Grand  Deed  of  Saile"  conveyed 
these  meadows  to  certain  individuals, 
why  was  the  consent  of  the  Colony 
Court  necessary  before  these  "owners" 
could  cut  the  grass  upon  them.  This 
"Grand  Deed"  was  a  huge  fraud  con- 
stantly set  aside  by  the  Plymouth  govern- 
ment. 
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The  inhabitants  of  Swanzcy  in  these 
early  days  were  constantly  grasping  all 
the  land  "adjacent".  The  Plymouth 
Court  found  it  necessary  in  1679  to 
place  restrictions  upon  the  town.  The 
Court  restricted  their  settlement  to  a 
line  fixed  twenty  rods  north  of  Keka- 
muet  Spring,  and  extending  quite  over. 
or  cross  the  neck.  Bicknell  states  this 
act.  (P.  176.)  But  he  fails  to  inform 
us  the  name  of  the  land  south  of  this 
line;  but  he  has  admitted  it.  In  an- 
other place  he  has  said :  "It  was  the 
entrance  to  Mount  Hope  Neck,  (P.  94), 
and  he  has  admitted  that  Mount  Hope 
Keck  was  Pokanoket,  alias  Sowams; 
and  on  such  work  declares  that  Peebe's 
Neck  was  Sowams.  Capt.  Church 
marched  a  force  against  Philip  in  1676. 
Pie  passed  south  through  Rehoboth 
and  Swanzey  "until  they  came  to  the 
narrows  of  the  Neck,  at  a  place  called 
Keekamuit,"  which  he  states  in  a  note 
was  "the  upper  part  of  Bristol". 
(Church's  Indian  war,  1827,  P.  25.) 
Later  S.  G.  Drake  added  this  note, 
"now  the  upper  part  of  Warren,  which 


ha;-,   been    taken    from    Bristol".      (Bliss* 
Hist.  Rehob.  S2.) 

Keekamuit  was  a  spring,  and  Con- 
sumpsit  was  a  place  near  it.  The 
Flym.  Col.  Rec.  4,  222,  reads,  "Certain 
horses  or  horse  kind  belonging  to  Road 
Island  are  found  grazing  within  our 
liberties  on  Consumpsit,  near  Sowam- 
sett"'.  The  distance  from  Road  Island 
to  Pokanoket  was  across  exactly  a 
half  mile  of  water,  and  leads  directly  up 
to  Sowams.  A  horse  to  land  on  Peebe's 
Neck  must  swim  more  than  ten  miles, 
and  then  travel  back  by  land  six  miles 
in  order  to  get  to  "Consumpsit,  near 
Sowams  ett". 

.Why  were  the  words  "our  liberties  on 
Consumpsit"  used  instead  of,  our  land. 
Fhey  were  pacing  i  huip  iul  mc  anrmai 
use   of  these  lands. 

THE    LOCATION    AND    AREA    OF    POKANOKET. 

Air.  Bicknell' s  accounts  are  certainly 
not  lacking  in  variety.  I  will  give 
specimens  :  "The  territory  of  Pokanoket 
extended  from  Cape  Cod  to  Narragan- 
sctt  Bay"    (p.  32).     "It   was   the   Indian 
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name  of  the  territory  of  which  Barring- 
ton  was  a  part".   (P.  8.) 

How  then.,  came  Samoset,  on  the 
1 6th  March.,  1620-1.  to  tell  the  Plym- 
outh settlers  that  Pokanoket  was  forty 
miles  distant  from  Plymouth,  and  was 
called  also  Sowams.  (Bradford's  Hist. 
Plym.  116-118.) 

He  continues,  ''Within  the  narrow 
limits  of  Pokanoket  dwelt  the  Warn- 
panoags".  (P.  33.)  Again,  it  em- 
braced the  towns  of  Bristol,  Warren, 
Barrington,  East  Providence,  Scekonk, 
Rehoboth,  Swanzey,  Pawtucket,  Cum- 
berland, Somerset,  Dighton,  Taunton, 
with  other  towns  east  of  Taunton" 
(P.  9.)  Later,  Raynham,  Norton  and 
Attleborough  were  included,  and  the 
lands  west  of  the  Taunton  river". 
(P-  33-)  Apparently  he  thought  the 
towns  which  he  named  were  not,  all  of 
them,  west  of  the  Taunton  river. 

The  Plymouth  Court  in  1661  enacted, 
that  the  "ward  of  the  constable  of 
Rehoboth  should  extend  into  Sowam- 
sett".  (Ply.  Col.  Rec.  3,  219.)  In  16S1 
the    Court    changed    this    "ward"   to   the 


68 


constable  of  Swanzey ;  that  town  being 
south  of  Rehoboth,  but  north  of 
Sowamsett.  If  Sowam  was  "Peebe"> 
Neck",  and  Peebe's  Xeck  was  Swanzey, 
why  did  the  constable  of  Swanzey  re- 
quire a  specific  law  under  which  to  per- 
form his  duty? 

In  June,  1682,  the  Plymouth  Court 
gave  one  Thomas  Purdaine  liberty 
to  keep  a  victualling  house  at  Showam- 
set.  (Plym.  Col.  Rec.  6,  88.)  It 
Sowams  was  in  Barrington,  or  Swanzey, 
or  Rehoboth,  would  such  an  act  have 
been    done.     Certainly  not. 

In  1665  the  Plymouth  Colony  Rec- 
ords read  :  "Philip,  the  Sachem  of  Po- 
canacutt,  requests  liberty  to  buy  a 
horse  within  our  jurisdiction"  (Plym. 
Ccl.  Rec.  4,  93.)  Does  that  mean  that 
Barrington,  or  Swansea,  or  Reho- 
both. or  the  colony  itself,  held  jurisdic- 
tion over  Pokanoket  alias  Sowams? 

Mr.  Bicknell  makes  a  great  use  of  the 
language  "Sowams  and  parts  adjacent", 
and  he  asks  Miss  Virginia  Baker  to  ex- 
plain the  meaning  of  the  language; 
as    if    it    would    be    difficult    to    explain. 
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I  will  make  the  attempt.  A  thing,  ad- 
jacent, is  not  the  thing,  to  which  it  is 
adjacent;  a  deed,  of  parts  adjacent,, 
does  not  convey  the  part  to  which  the 
transferred  parts  are  adjacent.  Baker 
deeds  her  farm  and  parts  adjacent  to 
Bicknell;  what  does  Bicknell  actually 
get  besides  Miss  Baker's  farm?  Abso- 
lutely nothing.  Such  is  the  meaning  of 
'"parts  adjacent''. 

Palcy  gives  an  excellent  illustration 
of  Mr.  BickneH's  logical  rottenness. 
Thus,  "the  gall  bladder  is  a  very  re- 
markable contrivance;  it  is  the  reservoir 
of  a  canal ;  it  does  not  form  the  channel 
itself;  that  is  the  direct  communication 
between  the  liver  and  the  intestine,  hut 
it  lies  adjacent  to  this  channel.''  That  is 
precisely  die  relation  which  Peebe's 
Neck  and  Barrington  bear  to  Sowams. 
(Paley's  Natural  Theology,  Ed.  1825. 
P.  88.) 

He  says  '"this  Indian  deed  of  1653  is 
vital  testimony,  in  that  it  fixes  Sowams 
as  the  territory  on  the  south  side  of 
Seekonk,  and  between  the  Sowamsett, 
or    Great    River    on    the    east,    and    the 


Patuket  river  on  the  west".  (Hist. 
Barr.  95.)  He  continues,  "the  parts 
adjacent  which  are  not  bounded,  are  the 
Salt  and  Fresh  meadows  on  Popsqua-h 
Neck,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  Kicke- 
nuut  river".  (Hist.  Barr.  95.)  The 
words  "Sowams  and  parts  adjacent"  are 
not  mentioned  in  the  deed.  The  words 
"Kickemuit  river"  are  not  mentioned. 
The  Pawtucket  river  is  not  on  the  west 
of  Sowams.  No  land  west  from  Kicke- 
muit river  is  mentioned.  It  is  sheer 
fiction.  Again :  "Sowams  and  parts 
adjacent  were  sold  to  Prince  and  others 
in  1653".  (Hist.  Barr.  62.)  There  is 
not  a  word  of  truth  in  that  statement. 
Again:  "We  find  that  they  purchased 
Sowams  of  Massasoit  in  1653".  (Hist. 
Barr.  61.)  They  never  purchased 
Sowams.  Again:  "After  the  purchase 
of  Sowams,  in  1653,  the  landb  were 
divided,  and  sold  to  actual  settlers  and 
from  that  date  on  we  find  the  land  of 
Sowams  in  the  hands  of  prominent  white 
occupants.  (P.  93.)  All  of  which  is 
sheer  fiction.  How  does  it  sound  when 
compared   with   this :     "At   the    close   of 
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Philip's  war,  1676,  the  Indian  lands  at 
Pokanoket  were  deserted,  and  the 
whites  took  measures  to  procure  them". 
Again:  ''The  Indians  were  dwelling  on 
"the  Sowams  purchase,  until  the  opening 
of  Philip's  war,  when  their  desertion  of 
them,  forfeited  the  lands  to  the  wh-'e 
settlers".  (Bicknell's  Hist.  Barr.  in.) 
if  the  lands  of  Sowams  and  parts  ad- 
jacent were  sold  by  Massasoit  in  1C53, 
how  were  they  forfeited,  by  desertion, 
in  1676?  If  the  Indians  lost  their 
lands  by  desertion  of  them,  then  they 
did  not  sell  them. 

This  phrase  can  be  found  in  the 
"''memorial"  described  by  Bicknei.1. 
(P.  //.)  "Lands  commonly  called 
Sowams  alias  Sowamsett  and  parts  ad- 
jacent lying  in  Barrington,  Warren, 
Bristol.  Rehoboth  and  Swanzey".  No 
lands  were  ever  commonly  called 
"Sowams  alias.  Sowamsett",  but  they 
were  called  ''Sowams,  alias  Pokanoket". 
Barrington  was  made  wholly  out  of 
Swanzey,  and  Swanzey  out  of  Rehoboth. 
He  says  the  deed  "fixes  Sowams  as  the 
territory  on  the  south  side  of  Seekonk". 
There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  his 
statement.  Sowams  is  not  even  printed, 
in  the  deed. 

He  writes :  "The  friendly  alliance 
entered  into  between  the  Pilgrims  of 
Plymouth  and  Massasoit  in  1621  not 
only  established  a  life-long  friendship 
between  the  parties,  but  also  secured  to 
Carver,  Winslow,  Bradford  Standish 
and  their  associates  all  the  lands  adja- 
cent to  them  and  their  heirs  forever". 
(Bicknell  Hist.  Barr..  P.  42.)  Such  a 
statement  is  without  the  slightest  foun- 
dation in  truth.  The  only  man  who 
held  all  these  lands  to  himself,  his  heirs, 
assigns  and  associates  was  Bradford. 
The  Plymouth  Colony  ignored,  set  aside 
and  at  last  took  away  and  destroyed 
Bradford's  claim,  which  he  held  under 
the  patent  of  1620.  Here  are  some  of 
the  dates  when  such  action  by  the 
Colony  Courts  took  place:  166T,  1665, 
November,     August,     1670,     November, 


1676,  1681,  1685,  and  many  more  exist. 
These  dates  are  all  shown  in  the  pro- 
ceeding   papers    herein. 

(More  co  come.) 

SOOT    CRATERS. 

The  workings  of  Vesuvius  resembles 
I  in  certain  respects  the  workings  of  the 
{  craters  in  the  "Oineyville"  branch  of  the 
J  city  of  Providence.  From  Vesuvius 
j  comes  down  a  cloud  of  dust ;  but  from 
the  craters  at  Oineyville  comes  down  a 
constant  cloud  of  soot.  It  is  worse 
than  Vesuvius  in  three  ways.  1st,  It  is 
the  work  of  man  for  his  individual  pecu- 
niary gain;  Vesuvius  is  the  work  of 
nature  under  the  hand  of  the  Divine 
Master.  2nd,  It  is  endless,  while.  Vesu- 
vius takes  lonp  rp;t-  3rd  The  ^oot  is 
soft  and  jet  black  and  stands  pat  wher- 
ever it  falls.  By  the  way,  I  note  that 
the  Kendall  Manufacturing  Company 
has  been  prosecuted  in  court  for  burn- 
ing unlawfully  this  bituminous  coal  and 
has  retained  my  friend,  "Lawyer  Wil- 
liam R.  Tillinghast",  as  the  Journal  calls 
him,  in  defence.  The  legal  gentleman 
pleaded  "not  guilty",  and  asked,  and 
was  granted,  two  weeks  (in  which  to 
continue  the  nuisance)  "to  allow  us  an 
opportunity  to  see  what  we  can  do".  The 
boundless  generosity  of  my  heart  over- 
comes my  native  modesty  and  emboldens 
me  to  offer  (without  a  fee)  my  "legal" 
assistance.  So  here  goes.  See  not  a 
court,  my  good  friend;  but  see  rather 
the  Law  Department  of  the  city,  and 
exhibit  first  the  unfathomable  depth  of 
your  good  opinion  of  the  admirable 
capacities  of  its  members ;  then,  inci- 
dentally, remark  concerning  this  Kendall 
Soap  Company  soot;  that  the  soap  is  a 
fierce  counter  irritant,  and  the  soft  coal 
is  not  alone  a  money-making  idea,  but 
it  forces  the  use  of  the  soap;  the  more 
soot  the  more  soap.  That  the  soap 
company  has  under  consideration  the 
making  of  experiments  in  the  use  of 
soft  coal  in  cities  which,  if  successful, 
will  "bleach"  the  soot  to  the  end  that 
people  cannot  see  it;  and  that  after  the 
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soap  company  begins  these  .experiments 
it  will  require  two  years  to  show  the 
success  of  then}*.  Thus  will  be  over- 
come, in  a  measure,  the  abruptness  of 
the  law,  in  action,  by  showing  the  power 
of  the  Law  Department  in  extending  or 
suspending  the  operative  effect  of  legis- 
lation; it  will  show  in  effect  how  "dead" 
laws  are  generated.  The  recent  deci- 
sions (three  of  them)  of  the  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court,  in  the  Chicago  street  rail- 
way cases,  involving  the  Rights  of  the 
People  as  against  the  Rights  of  Corpera- 
tions,  do  not,  it  is  true,  sustain  these 
views,  but 
"The     oppressor's     wrongs — the     Proud 

Man's  contumely, 
The     Law's     Delay — the     Insolence     of 

office", 
will  soon  fix  things. 


I  know  that  it  is  low  in  tone — even 
plebeian — nevertheless,  with  a  good  old- 
fashioned  boiled  dinner,  out  of  a  bit  of 
thin  Brisket,  we  like  a  sliced  (before 
boiling)  cabbage.  So  I  applied  at  the 
"Public  Market",  asking  no  credit — 
even  for  this  story.  Cabbage  was  of- 
fered at  3  cents  and  at  7  cents  a  pound. 
I  resurrected  my  eyeglasses,  for  I  am 
an  old  man  in  these  days,  and  examined 
two  lots  of  the  human  provender.  Both 
were  grown  the  same  year;  both  grew 
on  the  same  ground ;  both  had  occupied 
the  same  tenement  during  the  past  win- 
ter ;  and  both  had  discarded  their  worn 
out  winter  garments.  So  1  ventured 
upon  the  3  cent  goods.  Are  we  to  be 
continually  fooled  by  two  prices  for  the 

the  same  meats? 


A  little  Book,  in  truth,  a  Pamphlet, 
of  47  pages,  has  been  recently  printed 
here,  of  sterling  merit.  It  is  entitled 
"Art  and  Artists  in  Rhode  Island",  and 
it  was  written  by  John  N.  Arnold,  the 
portrait  painter,  now  dwelling  here.  He 
tells  first  of  the  three  things  which 
Rhode  Island  first  brought  into  this 
country :  Roger  Williams,  "the  first  to 
break  the  shackles  that  fettered  religious 
thought";  Slater,  who  "manufactured 
cotton  cloth  by  machinery",  and  Smy- 
bert,  "the  first  artist  of  note  to  practice 
his  profession  in  this  country".  And 
then  Mr.  Arnold  tells  us  the  names  of 
all  the  Rhode  Island  artists,  and  their 
best  works,  and  generally  their  personal 
characters.  There  were  upwards  of 
forty  men  and  women.  Several  portraits 
are  produced.  It  is  a  model  of  concise- 
ness, and  so  simple  and  unpretending  in 
s!j"le,  and  yet  it  tells  us  so  much,  and  so 
truthful.  I  wish  it  was  larger,  and  yet 
I  would  not  change  it  by  a  word,  neither 
bv  addition  nor  subtraction. 


It  is  an  interesting  illustration  of 
People's  Governments  to  see  a  Board 
of  Aldermen  employing  the  Law  De- 
partment of  a  city  to  draft  laws  taking 
from  the  Mayor  of  a  city  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Police  Commission,  and  into 
the  power  of  the  Aldermen  themselves ; 
at  the  same  time  employing  the  City 
Solicitor  to  advocate  his  work  before 
the  General  Assembly.  I  say  it  is  in- 
teresting. I  wonder  if  that  kind  of 
political  purification  is  why  my  former 
companion,  Secretary  R.  W.  Jennings, 
was  sent  by  somebody  to  New  York  to 
attend  the  "Civic  Confederation  Federa- 
tion?" 


Peace  Dale  was  indeed  a  happy  name, 
and  there  will  be  no  hazard  in  its  reten- 
tion— that  is,  no  credit  mobilier  hazard. 


It  is  a  downright  pleasure  to  see  a 
business  "run"  here  solely  in  the  public 
interest,  as  the  coal  dealers  "run"  it  here 
in  Providence.  Coal  costs  these  men 
just  what  it  cost  them  last  November, 
but  the  price  to  the  man  who  labors  is 
today  $S.oo,  yes,  even  Sio.co,  and  to 
many  a  man  Si 5.00  per  ton.  Ln<t  July 
it  was  §6.2$.  Who  says  such  extortion 
i~  against  the  public  interest,  or  that 
rights  of  property  exist  in  any  form  in 
a  poor  workingman  ? 
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SOWAMS,  NOW   WARREN,  THE  FIRST  INDIAN 

NAME  OF  A   LOCATION   KNOWN   TO  THE 

PLYMOUTH       SETTLERS,    l6TH    OF 

MARCH,    l620- 1. 

3. 

The  war  against  King  Philip  came  to 
an  end  by  the  death  of  Philip,  betrayed 
by  one  of  his  own  tribe,  and  by  the  cap- 
ture of  Anawan  in  August,  and  Sep- 
tember, 1676.  The  Grand  Deed  of 
Saile,  contains  these  words,  "whenso- 
ever the  Indians  shall  remove  from 
The  Neck,  that  then  and  from  thence- 
forth the  aforesaid  Prince,  Wiilett, 
Standish,  Winslow,  shall  enter  upon  the 
same  *  *  as  their  proper  rights  *  * 
to  them  and  their  heirs  forever".  (Fes- 
sc-nden's  Hist.  Warren,  58.)  Now  let 
us  see  how  they  entered.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  Plymouth  Colony  Court 
afier  the  extermination  of  the  Indians 
had  forced  their  removal  from  The 
Neck,  took  place  on  the  6th  November, . 
TO76.  A  law  was  enacted  taking  pos- 
session of  all  these  lands  of  the  Neck 
called  Sowamsett.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  sell  the  same,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds were  to  be  given  to  the  soldiers 
engaged.  This  law  provided  that 
"Governor  Hinckley,  Major  Cud  worth, 
and  the  treasurer  of  the  colony,  or  any 
two  of  them  are  impowered  to  make 
sale  of  Sowamset,  Mount  Hope  and 
Pocanoket  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony".  (Plym.  Col.  Law,  1836,  pp. 
1/8-9.) 


This  shows :  First,  that  these  lands 
were  not  the  property  of  Plymouth 
colony  until  after  the  extermination  of 
the  Wampanoags ;  nor  were  they  then, 
for  the  reason  that  the  Rhode  Island 
charter  of  1663  covered  them.  Second, 
that  these  lands  did  not  pass  by  the 
Grand  Deed  of  Saile  of  1653,  as  Bick- 
nel!  has  stated.  (Hist.  Barr.,  p.  63.) 
Third,  nor  did  they  ever  pass.  And 
here  is  Bicknell's  own  admission  of  the 
fact :  "At  the  close  of  Philip's  war  the 
Indian  lands  at  Pokanoket  were  deserted 
and  the  whites  took  measures  to  possess 
them".  (Hist.  Barr.  in.)  Again: 
"The  Indians  were  dwelling  on  the 
Soivams  Purchase  until  the  opening  of 
Philip's  war  when  their  desertion  of 
them  forfeited  the  land  to  the  whits 
settlers".  (P.  III.)  Not  one  of  the 
purchasers  named  in  the  deed  ever  be- 
came a  white  settler  upon  them.  It  was 
merely  a  land  speculation,  to  make 
money  out  of  the  real  planters.  When 
the  Plymouth  Court  made  order  of  sale 
of  Sowamsett,  Mount  Hope  and  Poca- 
noket, did  the  court  mean  Peebe's  Neck: 
or  Bullock's  Neck. 

HOW    ROGER    WILLIAMS    IS    EVIDENCE    THAT 
SOWAMS    WAS    PEEBE'S    NECK. 

Mr.  Bicknell  writes:  "Next  to  the 
'  title  deed  from  the  Indians  establishing 
I  Parrington  as  the  Sowams  of  Massasoit, 
J  the  most  important  testimony  is  this  of 
Roger  Williams".  He  continues  :  "John 
J    Clark    having    been    requested    to    leave 
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Boston  by  ecclesiastical  authority,  came 
to  Providence  to  consult  his  old  friend 
Williams  about  a  good  place  of  settle- 
ment, and  Williams  recommended  two 
good  places".  Now,  Bicknell  uses  quota- 
tion marks  thus :  "The  one  on  the 
main  called  Sowames  (the  neck  since 
called  Phebe's  Neck,  in  Barrington,) 
and  Aquetneck,  now  Rhode  Island".  But 
he  gives  no  authority.  His  authority 
was  Calender's  Historical  Discourse. 
Notwithstanding,  he  writes  this  on  the 
following  page:  "Mr.  John  Clark's  nar- 
rative". His  quotation  came  from  Cal- 
lcnder  (Hist.  Soc.  Col.  v.  4,  p.  84).  Cal- 
ender took  it  from  "Mr.  J.  Clark's 
Nar."  But  there  is  not  a  word  in 
Clark's  narrative  about  Peebe's  Neck. 
No  such  place  was  then  (in  1638) 
known;  nor  was  it  known  when  Clark's 
Narrative  was  printed  in  1652.  It  was 
all  a  suggestion  and  interpolation  by 
Callender  in  1736,  he  then  living  in 
Swanzey,  adjacent  to  the  first  Barring- 
ton.  I  will  give  Clark's  language  as 
printed  in  Clark's  III  News  from  New 
England,  London,  1652  (Sidney  S. 
Rider's  Library  at  Brown  Univ.)  :  "So 
t-;   a    town    called    Providence   we   came. 


which  one  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  who, 
for  a  matter  of  conscience,  had  not 
long  before  been  exiled  from  the  former 
jurisdiction,  by  whom  we  were  cour- 
teously and  lovingly  received,  and  with 
whom  we  advised  about  our  design  ;  he 
readily  presented  two  places  before  us 
in  the  same  Narragansett  Bay;  the  one. 
a  place  called  Sowwames ;  the  other 
called  then  Acquidneck,  now  Rhode  Is- 
land". Clark,  with  two  other  men,  and 
Mr.  Williams,  went  to  Plymouth  to 
enquire  whether  the  two  places  suggested 
by  Mr.  Williams  would  fall  in  any 
Patent.  This  is  Clark's  language :  "We 
desired  them  in  a  word  of  truth  and 
faithfulness  to  inform  us  whether  Sow- 
wames were  within  their  Patent;  their 
answer  was  that  Sowwames  was  the 
Garden  of  their  Patent  and  the  Flour 
in  the  Garden".  (Clark's  Narrative. 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Col.,  4th  Ser.,  v.  2, 
p.  24.) 

Roger  Williams  never  used  the  lan- 
guage insinuated  by  Bicknell,  nor  were 
Clark  and  Williams  "old  friends". 
Neither  had  ever  seen  the  other.  Clark- 
did  not  arrive  in  Boston  until  some 
time  in  November,  1637.     Look  today  at 
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liullock's  Pofnt  and  consider  its  condi- 
tion after  almost  three  centuries ;  and 
consider  that  Bicknel)  is  attempting  to 
make  you  believe  that  it  was  the 
"Garden  of  our  Patent,  and  the  Flower 
in  the  Garden"  in  1638. 


WILLIAM     BRADFORD'S     INDIVIDUAL     PATENT 
OF    1629. 

The  Patent  of  1629  ran  to  William 
Bradford,  his  heirs,  associates  and  as- 
signes.  By  sending  secret  agents  to 
England  with  upwards  of  ($10,000)  ten 
thousand  dollars,  Bradford  had  bought 
out  the  owners  of  the  First  Plymouth 
Patent ;  and  induced  Charles  the  First 
to  give  him  (Bradford)  in  his  individual 
right  the  jurisdiction  and  ownership  of 
a  "traete  or  tractes  of  lande  that  lye 
within  or  between  a  certain  Rivulett,  or 
Rundlett,  there  commonly  called  Coahas- 
sett  alias  Conahassett,  towards  the  north, 
and  the  river  commonly  called  Narra- 
gansets  River  towards  the  south ;  and 
the  Greate  western e  ocean  towards  the 
east;  and  between  and  within  a  straight 
lme     directly    extendinge    upp    into    the 


maine  land  towards  the  west,  from  the 
mouth    of    the    said    river   called    Narra- 
gsnsetts  river,  to  the  utmost  Limitts  and 
bounds    of    a    cuntry    or    Place    in    New 
England    commonly    called     Pokenacuti 
alias  Sdzvamsett,  westword,  and  another 
like    straight    line    extending    itself    di- 
rectly from  the  mouth  of  the  said  river 
!   ca'ied    Coahasset    alias    Conahassett    to- 
{   wards    the    west    soe    farr   upp    into    the 
[   maine    land    westwards,    as    the    utmost 
:    limitts    of    the    said    place,    or    country, 
I   commonly    called    Pokenocutt    alias    So- 
j   wamsett,  doe  extend,  together  with  one- 
i   half  of  the   said  river,   called   Narragan- 
|  setts",  etc.   (Hazard's  Hist.  Col.  1,  300). 
f  7  hese  bounds  never  could  be  laid.     They 
!    went  west  to  the  utmost  limits  of  Poka- 
|    noket .  alias   bowamsett,   but   did   not   m- 
I    elude   those   lands.     This   will   appear   in 
i    what    followed    concerning    thi>    Patent. 
:    In    1637-8    John    Clark,    with    two    com- 
;    panions,  visited  Roger  Williams  to  learn 
;    his    opinion    of    a    locality    on    which    to 
!   plant    a    settlement.      He    recommended 
two,  Sowams  and  Aquedneck. 

Immediately  after  this  affair   the  peo- 
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fie  of  Plymouth  made  demand  upon 
Gov.  Bradford  for  the  surrender  of  the 
Patent,  which  he  individually  held  lor 
eleven  years.  About  two  years  were 
spent  in  the  struggle.  On  December  ist. 
1640,  Bradford  surrendered  the  Patent. 
The  document  is  printed  in  Gov.  Brad- 
ford's History  of  Plymouth  (Mass. 
Hist.  Coll.,  4th  ser.,  v.  3,  p.  37^)-  The 
specific  paragraph  of  the  surrender  is  in 
these  words :  Bradford  surrendered 
"into  ye  hands  of  ye  whole  court  con- 
sisting of  ye  Freemen  of  this  corpora- 
lion  of  New  Plymouth"  all  the  lands 
covered  by  his  Patent  with  three  ex- 
ceptions. Again,  "In  witness  whereof 
the  said  William  Bradford  hath  in  pub- 
lic court  surrendered  the  said  Letters 
Patents,  actually  into  ye  hands  &  power 
of  ye  >aid  courte,  binding  himself,  his 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  as- 
signes  to  deliver  up  whatsoever  spetial- 
ties  are  in  his  hands  that  do  concern 
the  same".  (Bradford's  Hist.  Plym., 
1856  ed.,  p.  374).  For  this  surrender  he 
was  given  three  Plantations  for  his  in- 
dividual    ownership;     the     third     place 


"from  Sowansett  river  to  Patucket  river 
(with  Cawsumsett)  neck,  which  is  ye 
cheefe  habitation  of  ye  Indians,  and 
reserved  for  them  to  dwell  upon,  extend- 
|  ing  into  ye  land  eight  miles  ye  whole 
:  breadth  thereof"  (Bradford's  Hist. 
!  Plym.  374).  This  gave  neither  title  nor 
I  jurisdiction  of  Pokanoket,  alias  Sowam- 
;  sett,  to  Plymouth;  but  covered  an  ex- 
!  emption  of  lands  "eight  miles  north  and 
[■  the  whole  breadth  thereof" ;  and  these 
!  eight  miles  were  north  of  Cansumpsit 
j  line.  Not  an  acre  of  land  on  Consump- 
S  sit  neck  was  conveyed;  and  it  is  ab- 
|  solute  destruction  to  Mr.  Bicknell  's  talk 
I  that  Sowams  was  Peebe's  Neck.  Brad- 
!  ford  got  by  this  third  lot  left  in  his  pos- 
|  session  more  than  52,000  acres,  which 
;  he  used  solely  to  get  money  away  from 
i  the  actual  planters ;  he  and  his  heirs 
continued  this  robbing  more  than  sixty 
!  year's.  These  facts  show  that  in  1629 
I  Sowams  and  Pocanoket  were  the  same  ; 
i  and   that   neither   was   Wanamoiset,    nor 


Fopanomscut,    nor    Peebe's     Neck,    nor 
i  Bullock's  Point.    Hence  Massasoit  could 


not    have    dwelt 


in    or    on    any    one    01 


INDUSTRIAL  TRUST  COMPANY, 

49  WESTMINSTER  ST.,    PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 

Capital,  $3,000,000.  Surplus     $4,000,000. 

Transacts  a  General  Banking  and  Trust  Business.  Interest  paid  on   Deposits. 

Legal  Depository  for  Executors,  Administrators,   Guardians,   Trustees,  Etc. 

DIRECTORS. 
Arthur  L.   Kelley, 
H.  Martin  Brown, 
Frederick  Tompkins, 
Levi  P.  Morton, 
James  Stillman, 
George  F.  Baker, 
G.  G.  Haven, 
Thomas  F.   Ryan, 
Henry  A.  C.  Taylor, 
George  M.  Thornton, 


Samuel  P.  Colt, 
Olney  T.  Inman, 
George  P.  Wetmore. 
William  R.  Dupee, 
Warren  O.  Arnold, 
Richard  A.   Robertson 
Joshua  M.   Addeman, 
W.  T.  C.  Wardwell, 
James  M.  Scott, 
WfMatft  H.  Perry, 


George  H.  Norman, 
Cyrus  P.  Brown, 
Elbridge  T.  Gerry, 
Jacob  IT.   Schlff, 
Richard  S.  Howland, 
Charles  C.  Harrington, 
Joseph  Davol, 
Louis  H.  Comstock, 
Herbert  N.  Fenner. 
J.  Milton  Payne, 
Eben  N.  Littlefield. 


SAMUEL,   P.    COLT,   President  J.  M.  ADDEMAN,  Vice-President. 

CYRUS  P.   BROWN,  Treasurer.  WALDO  M.  PLACE,  Asst.  Treasurer. 

WARD   E.    SMITH,    Secretary.  HENRY  B.  CONGDON,  Asst.  Sec'y. 

OTIS  EVERETT,  Auditor. 


77 


these  latter  places.  Another  crucial 
point  is  clear:  Bradford  had  no  juris- 
diction nor  title  from  the  king  over 
the  lands  which  were  comprised  under 
the  names  Sowams  alias  Pocanoket.  The 
immediate  work  of  every  Englishman 
after  he  had  procured  a  deed  of  land 
from  an  Indian  was  to  give  elasticity  to 
the  Indian  bounds.  Here  is  an  illustra- 
tion :  'The  territory  of  the  Pokanokets, 
of  whom  Massasoit  was  the  chief  sa- 
chem, extended  from  Cape  Cod  on  the 
east  to  the  Narragahsett  Bay  on  the 
west"  (Bicknell's  Hist.  Barr.,  32).  In 
other  words,  Bicknell  makes  the  lands 
conveyed  by  Massasoit  extend  from  a 
point  forty  miles  east  of  Plymouth  to 
a  point  forty  miles  west  from  Plymouth. 
The  word  "Neck"  i^  English,  and  not 
Indian.  It  was  never  applied  by  an 
Indian  to  lands,  nor  bounds.  This 
word  '"neck"  was  applied  to  every- 
thing in  the  way  of  land.  Kickamuet 
Spring  was  called  a  "neck",  and  the 
line  fixed  by  Plymouth  running  east  and 
west  near  this  spring  was  called  "a 
neck".     Bicknell   says   that   "Consumpsit 


Neck  meant  to  the  Indians,  and  of 
course  to  the  English,  the  whole  of 
Bristol,  except  Popsquash"  (Hist.  Barr., 
9).  If  Consumpsit  meant  the  whole  of 
Pokanoket,  alias  Sowams  (afterwards 
called  Bristol  and  Warren),  why  did 
the  Plymouth  court  on  the  6th  Septem- 
ber, 1661,  send  two  officers  to  view  the 
damage  in  the  Indians'  corn  upon 
Kickamuet  Neck  and  Consumpsit  Neck, 
or  why  did  the  town  of  Rehoboth  direct 
Willett  to  pay  the  Indians,  that  is,  to 
Philip,  four  pounds  and  seventeen  shill- 
ings for  growing  corn  upon  these 
"necks"?   (Bliss  Hist.  Rehob.,  59). 

Consumpsit  never  meant  to  the  In- 
dians the  lands  of  Pokanoket,  nor  did 
it  ever  mean  the  lands  where  the  hill 
subsequently  called  Mount  Hope  now 
stands.  "Pocanoket  in  1622  was  (what 
is  now  called)  Mount  Hope  Neck,  and 
was  owned  by  Massasoit  and  his  son, 
Wamsutta,  time  out  of  mind"  (Plym. 
Col.  Rec,  v.  7,  p.  256).  This  record 
was  made  in  the  year  1682,  July  7th. 
Again,  John  Eliot,  writing  in  1664, 
speaks    of    "Philip    and    his    People    at 
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Sowamset"  (Plym.  Col.  Rec.  v.  10,  3S3) . 
In  the  light  of  the  Bradford  Patent,  how 
can  Mr.  Bickneli  say,  as  he  docs  say, 
"Within  the  narrow  limits  of  Pokanoket 
dwelt  the  Wampanoags"  ?  (p.  33);  at 
the  same  time  saying  that  "the  terri- 
tory of  the  Pokanokets  extended  from 
Cape  Cod  to  Narragansett  Bay''  (p.  32). 
Or  "that  Sowams  had  a  narrow  terri- 
torial limit  not  identical  with  Pokano- 
ket*' (p.  90).  What  is  the  meaning  of 
the  phrase,  "Pokanoket  alias  Sowams" 
used  in  this  Bradford  Patent?  The 
names  Sowamset  and  Pokanoket,  applied 
to  the  same  locality,  were  given  to  the 
English  at  Plymouth  on  the  16th  March, 
1621,  by  Samoset.  Mount  Hope,  not 
Mount  Hope  Neck,  as  applied  to  Poka- 
noket, first  appears  in  either  the  Ply- 
mouth or  Mass.  Col.  Records  in  166S; 
in  the  R.  I,  Records  in  1679.  In  a  book 
published  in  London,  1675,  is  this  phrase, 
"Philip  dwelt  on  a  parcel  of  land  called 
in  English  Mount  Hope". 

Mr.  Bickneli  is  endeavoring  to  make 
it  appear  that  Sowamset  was  what  came 
in  1710,  or  therabouts,  to  be  called 
Peebe's  Neck,  or,  as  we  now  know  it, 
Eullock's  Point,  and  thus  he  writes.  "As 
Consumpsit  Neck  (Bristol  Neck),  sic, 
ilcs  an  Indian  Reservation  and  known 
by  that  name  it  is  clear  that  it  ivas  not 
a  part  of  Sozvams"  (Hist.  Barr.,  p.  94). 
Again,  "Sowams  was  therefore  without 
the  Mount  Hope  lands  and  between 
them  and  Rehoboth"  (Hist.  Barr.,  104). 
Will  the  gentleman  explain  the  meaning 
of  the  following:  "'Hie  said  town  of 
Swansey  shall  and  hereby  does  quit 
claim  to  the  rest  of  the  lands  of  Mount 
Hope  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  above 
mentioned  line,  and  do  resigne  up,  unto 
the  Collonie  purchases  of  Showometl 
lands  obtained  by  Deed  of  Totomamake, 
and  quit  claime  unto  all  the  land-v  there- 
in contained  or  mentioned"?  (Plym. 
Col.  "Rec.  6,  16,  17).  In  the  light  of 
such  history,  Bickneli  has  the  brazen 
audacity  to  "inform"  us  that  Sowams 
was  Peebe's  Neck. 


THE  DECISION  OF  THE  KINGS  COMMISSION 
IN    I74I. 

Scarcely  had  Roger  Williams  with  his 
hrlf  dozen  companions,  driven  from, 
Massachusetts,  reached  the  shores  of  th« 
Pawtucket  river  than  they  were  ordered, 
by  the  Plymouth  government,  William 
Bradford,  then  Governor,  to  leave  at 
once  those  lands  on  which  Williams 
hsd  "squatted",  having  done  so  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  Massasoii. 
Scarcely  had  Williams  time  to  take  a 
leng  breath,  across  the  river,  when 
Massachusetts  claimed  everything.  But. 
the  English  government  had  apparently 
determined  to  maintain  an  independent 
colony,  separating  the  Massachusetts, 
the  Plymouth  and  Connecticut  bodies. 
That  alone  saved  Rhode  Island.  These 
claims,  in  spite  of  the  charter  of  Charles 
the  Second,  1663,  were  continued  by 
Massachusetts  more  than  two  centuries. 
So  far  as  Plymouth  is  concerned,  her 
efforts  ceased  by  the  destruction  of  that 
colony  secretly  by  the  Masachusetts 
about  1690.  Plymouth  claimed,  under 
the  Patent  to  William  Bradford  of 
1629.  all  the  lands  east  of  the  Narra- 
gansett River;  and  especially  the  lands 
of  Pokanoket,  alias  Sowams.  Her  claims 
were  destroyed  by  the  king's  commission 
in- -.1741,  and  this  destruction  was  af- 
firmed by  the  king  in  council  in  1740. 
They  had  been  continued  by  Massachu- 
setts. This  destruction  was  never  dis- 
turbed so  long  as  the  English  govern- 
ment controlled  the  colonies;  but  in  1835 
Massachusetts  again  began  to  grasp,  and 
a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  left  the  decision  of  the 
king's  commission  of  1741  intact.  The 
crucial  times  of  this  crusade  were  1703. 
1720  and  1741.  I  will  give  the  essential 
points  of  this  decree : 

"There  is  not  any  one  evidence  prov- 
ing that  ye  water  between  ye  main  land 
on  ye  east  and  Rhode  Island  (Aqucd- 
neck)  on  ye  west  was  ever  at  any  time 
called  Narragansett  river.  That  tho' 
there  be  evidence   that  the  place  where 
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ye  Indian,  called  King  Philip,  lived,  near 
Bristol,  was  called  Pauconoket;  and  that 
another  place,  near  Swansea,  was  called 
Sowams,  or  Sowamset ;  yet  no  evidence 
has  been  produced  of  the  extent  of  ye 
Pauconoket  country  to  Seaconk  or  Paw- 
tt-cket  river".  This  decision  was  made 
here  in  Providence,  June  30,  1741,  by 
the  Royal  Commission  (Report  of  Case, 
before  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  1855,  p.  6). 
It  Sowams  was  )icar  Sivansey,  then  it 
was  never  a  part  of  Swan^ey;  thus  it 
could  not  have  been  incorporated  into 
Barrington  in  17 17,  because  the  Act 
reads,  "That  Phebe's  Neck  &  New  Mea- 
dow Neck  within  the  town  of  Swanzey 
be  and  is  hereby  erected",  etc.  Hence 
Mr.  Bicknell  is  completely  overthrown 
in   his   untruthful  "history". 

This  alone  destroys  every  pretense  set 
itp  by  Mr.  Bicknell  concerning  Barring- 
ton  and  its  connection  with  Sowams, 
now  the  site  of  the  town  of  Warren 
and  never  anything  else.  But  I  will  give 
still  stronger  evidence  from  this  same 
decision,  to  wit,  that  the  Narragansett 
Bay  is  and  extendeth  itself  from  Point 
Judith,  on  the  west,  to  Seconet  Point, 
on  the  east ;  and  including  the  Island 
therein  layeth ;  or  extendeth  itself  unto 
the  mouth  of  the  river  which  runneth 
towards  the  town  of  Providence;  and 
that  as  it  so  lies,  or  extends,  it  has  and 
may  be  considered  as  having  one  east- 
ern side,  as  the  eastern  coast  of  the  said 
Bay  runs  up  northerly  from  Seconet 
Point;  and  one  other  northeastern  side 
from  near  Mount  Hope  to  Bullock's 
Neck;  as  the  Bay  runs  up  northwesterly 
towards  the  town  of  Providence;  and 
that  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  said  north- 
eastern and  eastern  coast  are  included 
within  the  following  lines,  and  the  said 
Bay  are  within  the  said  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island".  These  lines  cover  all  the  lands 
which  made  the  east  coast  of  the  Nar- 
"  ragansett  Bay,  but  no  lands  on  Mount 
Hope  Bay,  save  only  Mount  Hope,  and 
all  the  lands  on  Bristol  Neck,  specifically 
Pokanoket.     The  chart  which  will  show 


these  lines  can  be  seen  in  the  Sidney 
S.  Rider  collection,  now  in  Brown  Univ. 
Library  (Pamphlet  5,  Box  93).  It  is 
destruction  to  everything  concerning 
Sowams  which  Bicknell  has  set  forth. 
But  there  is  one  thing  about  this  plat. 
which  I  am  not  yet  able  to  understand. 
How  came  the  town  of  Warren  upon  it? 
Mr.  Arnold  has  given  a  very  small  copy 
of  a  small  part  of  it  (Hist.  R.  I.  2,  132). 
It  is  not  called  a  map  of  Rhode  Island, 
as  that  plat  of  1720  has  been  recently 
called.  It  is.  called  "a  Plan  of  the  Dis- 
puted Territory'*'  prepared  for  the  com- 
mission of  1 741.  On  it  is  Warren.  There 
was  no  town  named  Warren  then  exist- 
ing there.  No  such  town  was  incor- 
porated by  Massachusetts.  But  this 
town  was  incorporated  on  the  27th  Jan- 
uary,  1746-7,  or  in  1747,  as  we  now 
write  that  year.  How  came  it  on  this 
plat  of  1741  six  years  before  it  was  in- 
corporated? It  is  a  fragment  of  this 
plat  which  Mr.  Bicknell  has  used  (Hist. 
Barr.,  280,)  and  which  he  so  falsely 
used,  as  elsewhere  explained  in  this 
paper. 


Rockefeller,  by  business  intrigue,  has 
a  million  dollar  house  in  five,  or  ten,  or 
twenty  different  parts  of  "our"  country; 
how  many  homes  have  you,  and  are  they 
held  on  the  "installment"  plan? 


Literature  "pays".  .  My  illustrious  con- 
temporary of  April  7th  speaks  of  John 
L.  Sullivan,  a  prize  fighter,  as  being 
"the  greatest  of  American  heroe.^". 
Providence  under  the  new  regime. 


Historical  research  is  progressing;  for 
years  men  have  been  hunting  up  Roger 
Williams's  wife's  father's  name.  Now 
comes  the  Journal  and  settles  the  ques- 
tion. Barnard  it  was,  so  says  the  im- 
maculate sheet. 


It  is  like  the  awakening  of  Rip  Van 
Winkle  to  read  the  Republican  papers 
on.  one  William  J.  Bryan, 
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SOWAMS,  NOW  WARREN,  THE  FIRST  INDIAN 

NAME  OF  A   LOCATION   KNOWN  TO  THE 

PLYMOUTH      SETTLERS,    l6TH   OF 

MARCH,    1 620- 1. 

4. 

THE    PLYMOUTH    COLONY   COURTS    DECISION 

AND    LOCATION    OF    THE    LANDS    AT 

SOWAMSETT. 

"The  lands  att  Showomett  are  to  be 
interpreted  to  contain  the  lands  called 
the  out  lett,  as  well  as  the  neck  called 
Showomett ;  bounded  on  the  east  by 
Taunton  River;  on  the  north  by  Taun- 
ton lands;  on  the  west  partly  by  Swan- 
sey  lands  which  were  purchased  of  the 
Indians  by  Captain  Thomas  Willett  and 
Mr.  Stephen  Paine,  Sen.,  and  partly 
by  the  lands  of  Rehoboth,  if  the  coun- 
try's lands  extend  so  far  westward,  and 
en  the  south  by  said  neck"  (Plym.  Col. 
Rec  5,  248).  The  time  was  ist  Novem- 
ber, 1677.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  settle  the  controversy  with  Swanzey 
concerning  the  ownership  of  these  So- 
wams  lands.  The  report  of  this  com- 
mittee follows : 

I  come  now  to  a  document  printed  in 
the  Plymouth  Colony  Records,  which  is 
conclusive  evidence  against  the  endless 
work' of  Mr.  Bicknell  in  his  endeavor  to 
show  that  Peebe's  Neck,  a  most  insig- 
nificant locality,  was  the  original  and 
only  Sowams : 

"There  having  bine  som  controversy 
between  this  Collonie  and  the  towne  of 


Swansey  respecting  a  sale  of  lands 
made  by  Mr.  Constant  Southworth, 
Treasurer,  to  Josiah  Winslow.  Esq., 
Walter  Briggs,  John  Williams,  Capt. 
Fuller,  and  others  called  the  Showamctt 
Purchase,  the  towne  of  Swansey  afore- 
said claiming  a  considerable  pte  of  those 
lands  soe  sold  by  vertue  of  a  Deed  ob- 
tained of  Totomonmucke  and  others, 
bearing  date  the  eight  of  May,  1673,  it 
is  agreed  between  the  Generall  Court 
held  by  adjournment  July  the  ist,  1679. 
in  behalfe  of  the  Collonie  of  New  Ply- 
mouth on  the  one  pte  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Luther,  agent  for  the  towne  of  Swansey, 
and  on  their  behalfe,  on  the  other  pte, 
as  a  full  and  final  issue  of  the  abve 
mentioned  difference  that  the  Collonie 
of  New  Plymouth  aforesaid  shall,  and 
hereby  doe  agree,  and  grannt  to,  and 
with  the  towne  of  Swansey  that  they 
shall  have  and  forever  enjoy  those  lands 
that  lye  to  the  southwest  of  their  old 
Lne  untill  it  comes  within  twenty  rodds 
of  Ketamuett  Springe,  which  is  in  the 
entrance  of  Mount  Hope  Necke;  and 
what  distance  it  is,  by  measure  from  that 
station  to  direct  a  line  quite  over,  or 
cress  the  necke,  or  takeing  twenty  rodds 
northerly  from  the  mouth  of  Kekamuett 
Spring,  and  twenty  rodds  att  the  head 
of  the  said  spring  northerly  and  those 
two  stations  to  make,  or  direct,  the  line 
crasse  the  necke.  the  Collonie  making 
their  choice  which  of  these  lines  shall 
stand.    All  the  lands  lying  on  the  north- 
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crly  syde  of  the  line,  and  soe  home  to 
Swanseys  former  bounds,  to  be,  and 
for  ever  belonge  unto  the  Towne  of 
Swansey;  and  in  consideration  thereof 
the  said'  town  of  Swansey  shall,  and 
hereby  doe,  quitt  claime  to  the  rest  of 
the  lands  of  Mount  Hope,  on  the  south- 
erly syde  of  the  above  mentioned  line, 
and  doe  resigne  up  unto  the  Collonie,  or 
on  purchasers  of  Showomett  lands  the 
Deeds  above  mentioned  obtained  of  To- 
tomamucke,  &c,  and  quitt  claime  unto 
all  the  lands  therein  contained  or  men- 
tioned. In  witness  whereof  the  secre- 
tary in  behalf e  of  the  Collonie,  and  Sam- 
uel Luther,  agent  for  the  Towne  of 
Swanzey,  in  their  behali'e,  have  hereunto 
subscribed. 

Nathaniel!   Morton,   Secretary. 
The  marke  of  X   Samuel  Linker,   agent 

for  the  Towne  of  Swansey. 
Plymouth  the  rift  of  July  1679".  (Plym. 
Col.  Rec.  6,  16-17).  Thus  it  appears  that 
this  "Able  Elder,  so  much  eulogized  by 
Bicknell,  could  not  write  his  own  name. 
Then  follows  this  note:  "On  the  run- 
ning of  the  line  and  settlement  of  the 
above  said  bounds  and  precincts,  see  10 
pages   forward   in   this  book".     On  page 


28  the  line  was  ordered  Nov.  1,  1679;  and 
on  page  29  it  is  recorded  that  the  line 
was  fixed  on  the  25th  November,  1679. 

At  the  head  of  this  Document  as 
printed  in  the  Colony  Records  stands 
this  order  by  the  General  Court:  "A 
writing  appointed  to  be  Recorded",  a 
very  unusual  proceeding. 

Mr.  Bicknell's  contention  is  that  the 
lands  of  "Sowams  and  parts  adjacent'' 
passed  under  the  Deed  by  Massasoit  and 
his  eldest  son  in  1653.  If  that  is  true 
why  did  Swanzey  twenty  years  later,  in 
1673,  buy  these  same  lands  from 
Totomomuck?  If      he      is      correct, 

of  what  force  was  the  Deed  of  Toto- 
mommuck  twenty  years  later,  in  1673? 
If  Bicknell  is  correct,  why  did  the  town 
of  Swansea  buy  this  deed  in  1673  of 
Totommuck?  King  Philip  was  liv- 
ing in  1673,  and  he  was  the 
chief  sachem  of  the  Wampanoags,  while 
Totommuck  was  an  inferior  sachem  of 
the  Seaconnet  fragment  of  the  tribe. 
How  could  this  young  chief  deed  away 
the  lands  of  the  chief  sachem?  How 
does  the  actual  location  of  Sowams,  by 
this  deed,  on  Mount  Hope  Neck,  make 
it  true  that  Peebe's  Neck  was  Sowams? 
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Peebe's  Neck  was  never  known  by  any 
Indian.  The  Colony  forced  the  town 
of  Swansey  to  abandon  to  the  Colony  all 
tl«e  claims,  which,  under  this  Deed  of 
1673.  the  town  had.  But  it  fixes  the 
location  of  Sowams ;  and  destroys  all 
claims  by  individuals,  or  land  companies, 
or  by  towns.  The  name  Peebe's  Neck  is 
absolutely  unknown  upon  the  Swanzey 
Records  in  these  early  times. 

As  herein  shown  the  term  "Sowams, 
alias  Pokanoket",  is  constant  in  all 
record  evidence  from  162 1.  "Will  Mr. 
Bicknell  show  us  one  using  in  these 
records  of  "Phebe's  Neck,  alias  Pokano- 
ket", or  "Sowams,  alias  Febee's   Neck"'. 

Mr.  Bicknell  gives  with  much  care 
the  representatives  of  Swanzey  in  the 
Mass.  Gen.  Court ;  but  concerning  Bar- 
rington  he  suppresses  the  facts.  The 
town  was  "ordered"  into  existence  late 
in  1717.  Prom  April  1718  to  April  1719, 
James  Adams  was  the  deputy.  In  April 
1 719  Zachaniel  Bignell  was  elected,  and 
served  until  April  1721.  From  that  time 
the  town  was  never  allowed  a  representa- 
tive in  the  General  Court. 


Mr.  Bicknell  gives  (page  77)  the  title 
(superscription  he  calls  it)  of  an  ancient 
book  of  records,  thus.  "Memoriall  on 
Booke  of  Records,  of  ye  several  divisions 
and  bounds  of  Sowams,  also  Sawamsett 
and  Parts  adjacent  purchased  of  ye 
great  Sachem  Osamequin  and  Wamset- 
to  his  eldest  Sonne  by  certain  gentlemen 
of  ye  ancient  inhabitants  of  ye  colony  of 
New  Plymouth  in  N.  E.,  by  order  of  ye 
General  Court.  As  by  Deed  bearing  date 
9th  day  of  March  1653  may  appear." 
This  book  Mr.  Bicknell  says,  is  "The 
Proprietors'  Record  of  Sowams,  and  of 
great  value  to  Barrington,  relating  as 
they  do  to  the  acts  of  the  first  settlers, 
and  the  land  divisions  of  the  town.  And 
lie  continues:  "It  is  in  the  ofhee  of  the 
Town  Clerk  of  Harrington'*.  This  b^ok 
is  a  foolscap  folio,  bound  in  velum,  or 
pig  skin;  and  contains  112  written  pages. 
The  time  covered  by  these  records  is 
1652  to  17S6,  a  period  of  134  years.  In 
that  period  there  had  been  two  towns 
named  Barrington.  The  first  existed 
from  1 7 18  to  1746;  the  second  from  1770 
to  1786.  So  far  as  this  book  is  concerned, 
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Harrington  had  existed  but  44  of  the 
134  years  covered  by  this  book.  Bick- 
ncll  says  that  "it  relates  to  the  acts  of 
the  "First  Settlers".  There  is  no  truth 
in  the  statement.  The  first  records  in 
it  are  transcripts  of  documents  made 
many  years  before  the  book  was  manu- 
factured. These  documents  arc  in  this 
chronological  order  of  record:  First \ 
one,  1683,  second  1652,  then  follows  1653, 
1662,  1660,  1658,  1673,  1676,  1679,  etc. 
The  book  contains  no  record  of  the 
General  Court  order,  creating  the  town 
of  Barrington.  After  a  record  of  a 
document,  made  in  1685,  comes  a  record 
of  several  "divisions  of  lands  of  Popa- 
nomscut,  alias   Phebe's   Neck,  but   with- 


it   Hal 


-39 


Mr,  Bicknell  please  explain,  if  Popanom- 
scutt  was  alias  Peebe's  Neck,  how  could 
Sowams  be  Peebe's  Neck?  The  earliest 
mention    in    this    "Memorial"    of    a   date 


of    "Febcs    Neck 


>wanzey      is    17 10. 


Again :  "Phepe's  Neck  in  Swanzey, 
171 1.  In  171S  it  became  "Febes  Neck 
in  Barrington",  and  Popanomscut  was 
Bullock's    Point,    as    we    now    know    it. 


This  leads  me  to  consider  for  a  mo- 
ment how  this  "ancient"  manuscript 
memorial  sustains  the  idea,  that 
"Sowams  and  Parts  Adjacent"  was 
Peebe's,  or  Phibe's,  or  Phebe's,  or  Febe's, 
or  Feebe's,  or  Phepe's  Neck;  a  nami 
of  a  land  which  no  Wampanoag  ever 
knew. 

There  is,  in  this  "Memorial",  (p.  103), 
this  record:  "At  a  meeting  held  at  the 
dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Viall, 
in  Rehoboth,  March  15,  1786,  we,  the 
subscribers,  Proprietors  of  the  lands 
commonly  called  Sozvams,  alias  Soivain- 
set  and  Parts  adjacent,  lying  in  Bar- 
rington, Warren,  Bristol,  Rehoboth  and 
Swanzey,  etc."  In  the  light  of  this 
rnrnrri  t-i.-mr  Hiipc  ATr  Bicknell  expect  to 
make  men  believe  that  Peebe's  Neck,  the 
extreme  west  end  of  Swanzey,  and  which 
in  1 71 7  was  made  by  the  General  Court 
the  extreme  west  end  of  Barrington.  was 
"Sowams  and  Parts  Adjacent".  Men 
will  not  believe  him.  This  record  alone 
is  perfect  destruction  to  his  claim,  and 
his  work,  in  support  of  his  claims.  Here 
is  another: 
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In  the  first  Record  Book  of  the  present 
town  of  Barrington,  there  is  a  Document, 
purporting  to  have  been  made  by,  "We, 
the  inhabitants  on  S-d  Phibe's  Neck", 
concerning  a  "Highway,  or  a  Driftway"', 
on  that  neck,  which  had  been  made  by 
the  Proprietors  of  Phebe's  Neck  in  17 11, 
■nearly  seven  years  before  Barrington  the 
first       came       into       existence.  This 

Highway  ran  "to  the  west  side  of 
Hide's  Hole".  I  am  told  that  Hide's 
Hole  is  in  or  on,  Nayatt  Point.  If  that 
is  true,  then  Peebe's  Neck  of  171 1  had 
moved  southward  during  the  half  cen- 
tury which  had  elapsed.  This  Document 
declares  that  it  must  be  recorded  in  the 
Town  Book  of  Records  in  Warren.  But 
it  never  was  so  recorded  there.  Never- 
theless, if  Peebe's  Neck  was  Nayatt 
Point,  then  it  was  not  Sowams,  any  more 
than  the  Warren  of  today,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  was  a  part  of  Barring- 
ton,  on  the  west  side  of  the  stream. 

Bicknell  makes  absurd  use  of  the 
phrase  "Sowams  and  Parts  Adjacent", 
which  he  took  solely  from  the  title  of 
this    "Memorial    Record".       The    phrase 


was  constructed  for  use  in  that  manu- 
script, and  it  exists  in  no  other  early 
book.  Why  does  not  he  recognize  the 
force  of  this  phrase  taken  from  this  same 
"Memorial"  (page  91).  "At  a  meeting 
of  the  proprietors  of  Phibe's  Neck,  in 
Warren,  and  Parts  Adjacent".  Thai 
phrase,  in  that  place,  is  destruction  to  his 
entire  argument.  On  his  page  (76)  he 
writes  of  the  "great  value  to  Barrington" 
of  this  "Proprietors'  Records  'of 
Sowams".  Peebe's  Neck  formed  one- 
half  of  Barrington.  Then  Bicknell 
seems  to  have  undertaken  to  show  that 
Peebe's  Neck  was  Sowams.  Just  as  if 
the  writer  of  the  title  page  of  the 
"Memorial"  did  not  know  whether  he 
was  writing  about  the  Proprietors  of 
Sowams  or  the  Proprietors  of  Peebe's 
Neck. 

Many  years  ago  Miss  Annie  Cole,  one 
of  the  ablest  researchers  of  her  time  in 
early  Rhode  Island  history,  informed  me 
that  the  earliest  book  of  Sowams  Records 
had  been  taken  from  the  town  clerk's 
office  at  Warren,  and  placed  in  the  town 
clerk's   office   at   Barrington,  by  Thomas 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 

as  they  were  known  to 

CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when   Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 


An  Indian  Map  of  the  Principal  Locations 

known  to  the  NAHIGANSETS  and  ELABORATE 
HISTORICAL     NOTES    by    Sidney    S.    Rider. 


The  edition  consisted  of  495  copies,  369  have  been  sold;    126  remain  to 
be  sold.  Price,  post  paid,  $4.50.   Address  the  Author,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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\V.  Bicknell.  A  few  weeks  since  the 
writer  went  to  this  Harrington  office  and 
asked  to  see  the  Book  of  Early  Records 
which  Mr.  Bicknell  had  brought  there 
many  years  ago.  I  was  shown  the 
"Memorial',  which  I  have  described 
herein. 

In  the  Records  of  the  Town  Council 
of  Warren,  under  the  date  7th  April, 
1873,  stands  this  vote:  "Voted,  that  the 
book  known  as  the  Proprietors'  Record, 
now  in  the  town  clerk's  office  of  the  town 
of  Harrington,  be  obtained  and  placed  in 
the  town  clerk's  office  of  Warren. 

Attest:     Henry  H.  Luther". 

Mr.  Luther  Cole  was  a  member  of  the 
Warren  Town  Council  when  this  reso- 
lution was  voted.  He  has  told  me  of 
the  long  discussions  by  the  town  Council 
of  Bicknell's  act.  Bicknell  transferred 
the  manuscript.  By  what  right  or  au- 
thority could  he  have  legally  done  this? 
The'Town  Council  never  gave  permis- 
sion, nor  was  it  ever  asked,  by  Bicknell, 
to  make  this  transfer.  Luther,  the  town 
clerk,  had  no  such  power;  nor  had  he 
possessed  the  power  would  he  have  con- 
sented to  such  work.  This  "Memorial" 
was  then,  and  is  now,  the  property  of 
the  town  of  Warren.  It  was  never  the 
property  of  Barrington.  But  if  it  ever 
was  the  property  of  that  remnant  of  a 
town,  it  was  transferred  to  Warren  by 
the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
1746-7,  and  the  title  has  never  been 
transferred.  (R.  I.  Col.  Rec.  vol.  5. 
p.  205).  Can  a  man  of  Boston  come 
here,  take  one  of  our  manuscript  record 
books  to  Boston,  dispose  of  it,  and  con- 
vey a  title?  Or  can  Bicknell,  a  citiezn 
of  Barrington,  go  to  Warren,  obtain 
possession  of  a  manuscript  record  book 
of  that  town,  convert  it  to  his  own  use, 
and  then  give  it  to  Barrington.  The  law 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  indeed  of  every 
State,  i-  against  such  an  act.  This  is  the 
'Rhode  Island  law:  "Every  conveyance 
of  land,  for  any  term  longer  than  one 
year,  shall  be  void  unless  made  in  writ- 
ing,     duly     signed,      acknowledged      as 


hereinafter  provided,  delivered,  and 
recorded  in  the  records  of  the  town,  or 
city,  where  the  land,  etc.,  are  situated". 
(Gen.  Statutes  of  R.  I.,  657).  That  was 
the  law  of  Barrington,  and  of  Warren, 
in  1870-1873,  when  this  work  was  taken. 
If  Bicknell,  or  any  other  man  can  take 
possession,  and  remove1,  or  destroy  a 
Book  of  Manuscript  Records  of  a  town, 
what  becomes  of  the  safety  of  our  titles 
to  our  homes.  They  are  destroyed. 
There  is  no  possible  justification  for  his 
act.  The  "Memorial"  should  be  re- 
turned, or  he  should  be  punished,  or 
both.  Or  is  Mr.  Bicknell  stronger  than 
the  statutes.  Were  his  efforts  to  make 
Sowams  Feebe's  Neck  a  device  to 
lessen  the  apparent  wrong  of  his 
taking  from  the  town  clerk's  office, 
secretly  as  to  his  purpose,  this  ancient 
manuscript.  His  work  could  right  no 
wrong,  in  the  title  of  Warren  in  the 
manuscript.  But  even  had  he  shown  a 
wrong,  it  is  not  his  prerogative  to  make 
it  right  in  this  way.  The  manuscript 
relates  wholly  to  "Sowams  and  Parts 
Adjacent".  These  "Parts  Adjacent"  are 
declared  in  the  "Memorial"  itself  to  be 
Barrington,  Warren,  Bristol,  Rehoboth, 
Swanzey,  etc.,  and  it  relates  just  as  much 
to  one  as  it  does  to  the  ^others.  But  to 
whatever  it  relates  it  belongs  to  the 
owner  of  it,  and  that  owner  is  the  town 
of  Warren.  Obey  the  law.  These  are 
the  conditions  which  have  led  me  to 
study  so  elaborately  the  history  of  the 
location  of   Sowams,   alias  Pokanoket. 

Town  councils  are  the  legal  custodians 
of  these  manuscript  records.  The  Town 
Council  of  Warren  has  no  right  to  per- 
mit this  manuscript  to  remain  in  Bar- 
rington, nor  has  the  Town  Council  of 
Barrington  the  right  to  keep  it  in  their 
possession.  In  truth  the  Town  Council 
of  Barrington  has  prepared  for  just  this 
contingency  by  having  an  excellent  tran- 
script made  of  the  ancient  memorial 
and  beautifully  bound.  It  is  really  more 
useful  to  an  inexperienced  researcher 
than  the  original  manuscript. 
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So  the  Journal  is  still  run  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Company's  interest.  "Pub- 
lic Ownership  a  Skin  Deep  Measure",  it 
says.  I  wonder  that  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  made  those  three  decisions  about 
the  three  Chicago  street  railways;  evi- 
dently these  nine  judges  are  not  sub- 
scribers, and  don't  know  the  directors 
of  writers  on  that  paper. 


The  Journal  of  April  /th  says  Saint 
Mary's  Roman  Catholic  School  for  Girls 
was  "completely  gutted".  Did  the  com- 
pleteness of  this  gutting  go  as  far  as 
Saint  Mary,  and  the  Sisters,  and  the 
school  girls  were  they  all  gutted? 


The  Sunday  Journal,  15th  inst,  gives 
us  this  interesting  paragraph : 

AN     HISTORIC    EVENT. 

"Concerning  the  proposed  celebration 
of  the  anniversary  of  the  erection  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Massachusetts  in 
the  Colonial  period,  plans  are  partly 
made  for  the  exercises  to  be  held  at 
the  erection  of  the  boulder  to  mark  the 
site  of  the  church  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town  of  Barrington,  which  will 
be  carried  out  on  the  afternoon  of  June 
23  of  this  year.  Thomas  W.  Bicknell  of 
Providence  is  planning  the  affair  and 
intends  to  have  appropriate  exercises  on 
that  day  in  the  old  John  Mylcs  (it  was 
Miles)  Church  at  Swansea,  Mass." 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Torrey  "accepted 
the  call  of  the  town  (of  Barrington 
August  4th,  1718,)  to  be  their  first  min- 
ister", and  "thus  became  the  first  min- 
ister of  the  new  town."  This  was  the 
result:     "Whereas,  the  town  of  Barring- 


The  incapacity  of  the  Rhode  Island 
n'c'.n  is  indeed  sorrowful.  No  Rhode  Is-  j 
land  man  can  be  found  competent  for 
the  presidency  of  the  R.  I.  College  of 
Agriculture,  nor  to  be  a  commissioner 
of  the  public  schools ;  nor  to  be  super- 
intendent of  the  city  schools  of  Provi- 
dence; nor  to  be  a  teacher  of  a  grammar 
school ;  nor  the  librarian  of  any  library. 


ton  on  the  21st  of  April,  1718,  voted 
me  one  hundred  pounds  as  a  settlement, 
I  do  acknowledge  that  particular  per- 
sons in  the  town  and  out  of  the  town 
did  liberally  bestow  upon  me  an  Hun- 
dred Pounds  to  encourage  me  to  settle 
in  the  ministry  here,  and  further  I  do 
by  these  acquit  the  town  from  ever  pay- 
ing me,  or  my  heirs,  the  said  Hundred 
Pounds  that  they  voted  me,  or  any  part 
of  it.  They  never  paid  it  to  me  as  a 
tozvn.  As  witness  my  hand  this  19th 
day  of  January,  1725-6.  Samuel  Tok- 
rly' ".  (Bicknell's  Hist.  Barrington, 
203,  4.) 

By  all  means  have  a  celebration  of  this 
interesting  "historic  event",  and  cut  this 
clergyman's   oath   on   the  boulder. 


The  words,  "individualism"  and  "so- 
cialism" define  tendencies  rather  than 
concrete  systems ;  for,  as  extreme  in- 
dividualism is  not  to  be  found  under 
any  form  of  government,  so  there  is  no 
example  of  socialism  in  full  operation. 
All  government  being  more  or  less  so- 
cialistic, the  contention,  so  far  a>  this 
subject  is  concerned,  is  between  those 
who  regard  individualism  as  ideal,  to 
be  approached  as  nearly  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  and  those  who  regard  a 
socialistic  state  as  ideal,  to  be  estab- 
lished as  far  and  as  fast  as  public  opin- 
ion will  allow. — From  William  Jennings 
Bryan's  "Indivdualism  versus  Socialism" 
in  the  April  Century. 


A  manufacturer  with  a  tariff  of  185 
per  cent,  on  the  goods  which  his  help 
weave  pays  these  weavers  between  five 
and  six  dollars  a  week,  and  finishes  up 
Saturday  with  fines  for  "imperfect" 
work  amounting  to  one-half  the  wage. 
There's  American  prosperity. 


Our  Home  is  measured  in  value  by 
something  called  money.  Will  the  New 
York  Evening  Post  inform  me,  "Can 
Congress  declare  in  what  this  money 
shall  consist?" 


liz 
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Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts.s  Providence 


IT  IS  WHJIT  JI  MAN  SAVES,  not  what  lie  earns,  that  makes 
him  rich.  This  bank  has  kept  the  savings  of  thousands  of  people 
safely,  it  has  made  these  saving  people  independent,  some  of 
them  rich.  It  stands  read}'  to  serve  you  to  the  same  extent,  but 
you  must  take  the  first  step.  Save  a  part  of  your  earnings,  start 
on  the  way  to  wealth.  $1.00  opens  an  account  in  our  Savings 
Department. 

This    Bank    pays   FOUR   PER   CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 

Mone}*  deposited  on  or  before  the  16th  of 
the  month  draws  interest  from  the  first. 


Hazlitt,  William.  The  Eloquence  of 
the  British  Senate.  A  selection  of  the 
best  speeches  from  the  beginning  of  the 
r€)gn  of  Charles  the  ist  to  1810,  with 
notes  biographical,  critical  and  explana- 
tory. 2  v.,  Svo,  1-2  bd.  New  York, 
1810.  $3.50. 

This  book  contains  the  speeches  of  the 
most  distinguished  men,  not  elsewhere 
accessible.  Some  of  them  I  name: 
Charles  the  1st,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Vil- 
litrs  Duke  of  Buckingham,  John  Selden, 
Mr.  Pyrn,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  (Rich), 
the  Earl  of  Stafford's  last  Defence, 
Cromwell,  Thurloe,  Clarendon,  Whit- 
lock,  John  Hampden,  Lord,  Sorners,  and 
a  host  of  others. 

Cowell's  Spirit  of  '76  in  Rhode  Island, 
with  the  names  of  those  who  belonged 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Regiments,  with 
biographical  notices,  and  Reminiscences. 
Svo.    Boston,  1850.  *$6.oo 

Very  scarce  and  very  useful. 

Wood.     New  Institute  of  the  Imperial 
cr    Civil    Lav/,    with    notes.      Composed  j 
for  the  use  of  some  Persons  of  Quality.  ! 


Svo,  London,  1712.     Scarce  and  interest- 
ing. $3-75 

Special  and  Selected  Law  Cases  con- 
cerning the  Persons  and  Estates  of  all 
Men  Whatsoever.  Collected  from  the 
Year  Books  of  the  Common  Law  of 
England.  Sm.   4to.  London,   1641.     $5.00 

One  of  the  earliest  and  rarest  of  Eng- 
lish Law  Books.     Excellently  bound.  . 

Bridgewater  in  Plymouth  County, 
!  Massachusetts.  History  of  the  Early 
j  Settlement,  by  Nahum  Mitchell.  In- 
i  eluding   an    Extensive    Family    Register. 

It 
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Svo,    boards    uncut.      Boston,    1S40. 
has  three  Book  Plates.  5 


Memoirs  of  His  Own  Time,  including 
the  Revolution,  the  Empire  and  the 
Restoration,  by  Lt.-Gen.  Count  Mathieu 
Dumas,  2  v.,  Svo,  t-2  bound.   1S39.    $3.00 

Dumas  served  in  our  War  of  the 
Revolution,  1780-1;  in  the  French  Revo- 
lution with  Lafayette,,  and  under  Napo- 
leon. It  is  a  book  of  the  profoundest 
interest. 
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THE 
HOLIMAN-WILLIAMS   BAPTIZING  FARCE. 

Will  you  cut  in  granite  and  plant  on 
Rhode  Island  soil  the  infamous  lies  of 
Massachusetts  "Historians  '  concerning 
the  Roger  Williams  sham  baptism? 


Nathaniel  Morton,  writing  in  Ply- 
mouth in  1669  informs  us  that  Roger 
Williams  (then  living)  practiced  re- 
baptism,  that  means  baptized  himself. 
(Morton's  Memorial,  1826.  p.  130) 
again  this  veracious  .historian  writes 
that  Roger  Williams  could  '"not  find  that 
there  was  any  upon  earth  that  could  ad- 
minister baptism".  "Morton's  Memo- 
rial, 1826,  p.  130).  The  time  fixed  by 
Morton  for  these  actions  was  1634,  be- 
fore Providence  was  planted  neverthe- 
less, the  last  clause  above  cited  Morton 
states  was  told  to  a  church  then  here 
existing. 

The  next  historian  varies  the  story. 
Tt  is  John  Winthrop,  who  says,  "Accord- 
ingly Roger  Williams  was  re-baptised 
by  one  Holyman,  a  poor  man — then  Mr. 
Williams       re-baptized      him''.  This 

was  written,  but  not  printed,  in   1648. 

The  next  historian,  the  Rev.  William 
Hubbard,  writing  in  16S2.  prints  Win- 
throp's  story,  then  in  manuscript,  but 
with  nasty  variations  thus:  'Tie  (Roger 
Williams)  was  re-baptized  by  one  Hole- 
man,  or  mean  fellow".  (Hubbard's  Hist. 
New  Eng.,  1815,  p.  33^). 


If  Morton's  statements  was  true  that 
Mr.  Williams  here  at  Providence  could 
"not  find  that  there  was  any  (man)  on 
earth  who  could  administer  baptism*' 
then  Winthrop's  story  was  a  mere  lie, 
and  the  Rev.  Hubbard's  was  nothing 
else. 

But  annihilation  comes  in  a  letter 
written  by  Richard  Scott,  from  Provi- 
dence, in  1678.  Scott's  wife,  was  the 
woman  who,  according  to  Henry  Mar- 
tyn  Dexter,  seduced  Williams.  Scott 
says:  "I  have  been  his  neighbor  these 
t,S  years.  I  walked  with  him  in  the 
Baptists  way  about  three  or  four  months ; 
in  which  time  he  broke  off  from  his 
society,  and  declared  at  large  the  Ground 
and  Reasons  of  it;  that  their  Baptisms 
could  not  be  right,  because  it  was  not 
administered  by  an  Apostle".  (Fox's 
Fire  Brand  Quenched  1678,  p.  247). 
This  question  was  carefully  studied  by 
the  writer,  and  his  conclusions  set  forth 
in  Book  Notes  (vol.  13,  p.  120).  These 
conclusions  were  that  "there  was  noth- 
ing but  idle  gossip  in  it,  neither  logic  nor 
evidence".  The  day  following  my  pub- 
lication I  received  this  note  from  a  legal 
friend  dwelling  at  Newport.  1  re-pro- 
duce it: 
Dear  Mr.  Rider. 

My  mind  has  Ion-  been  burdened  with 
subject  of  Roger  Williams'  baptism,  i 
never  believed  him  capable  of  the  absurd 
action  attributed  to  him  by  Winthrop. 
I  have  examined  the  reference  to  which 
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you  refer  long  ago,  and  had  come  to  the 
same  conclusion,  to  which  you  appear  to 
have  arrived.  There  is  a  further  piece 
of  evidence  in  Letchford,  who  visited 
Providence  before  his  return  to  Europe, 
which  though  of  an  indirect  character, 
had  considerable  influence  upon  my  mind 
in  coming  to  the  conclusion  to  which  I 
have  arrived.  (Lechford's  Plain  Deal- 
ing, ed.  1867,  p.  96).  The  fact  is  that 
Roger  Williams'  baptism  by  Holliman 
is  like  many  other  gossipy  stories  of 
his  time,  when  nothing  about  Rhode 
Island  could  be  told,  which  was  too 
absurd  to  be  believed  by  the  enemies  of 
this    colony.     Truly  yours, 

W.  P.  Sheffield. 

Nov/  comes  this  proposition  to  cut  in 
granite,  and  fix  on  Rhode  Island  soil 
these  infamous  lies,  concerning  the 
founder  of  the  State : 

e.  holliman's  grave  found. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Sunday  Journal : 

Ezekiel  Holliman  was  one  of  the  con- 
stituent members  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Providence.  He  baptized 
Roger  Williams  and  was  baptized  by 
him.  He  was  Mr.  Williams'  assistant 
as   pastor   of   the   church.       Charles    W. 


Hopkins  of  Providence  has  located  Mr. 
Holliman's  grave  at  Shawomet  in  War- 
wick and  states  that  it  is  well  identified. 
As  there  are  no  gravestones  or  marker, 
it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  suitable  boulder 
monument  to  his  memory.  All  interested 
are  asked  to  communicate  with  me. 

Thomas  W.  Bicknell, 

Prow,   May   12. 

Williams  had  been  baptized  in  Eng- 
land, under  the  rights  of  the  Church 
of  England.  Did  this  baptism  become 
inoperative  by  his  emigration  to  New 
England  and  preaching  soul  liberty?  It 
this  baptism  had  become  effective,  how- 
could  Holiman,  wholly  without  order-, 
give  it  life  and  vital  force?  The  story 
runs:  Holiman  baptized  ifViliianis, 
then  Williams  baptized  Holliman,  and 
thus  Williams  went  on  and  baptized  ten 
more  men.  It  was  a  downright  farce. 
Why  did  Williams  need  Holliman's 
manipulation?  Why  could  not  Holi- 
man have  baptized  the  ten  just  as  effec- 
tively as  Williams?  It  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  education  and  intelligence  of  Wil- 
liams, and  intolerable  in  Holliman  to 
practice  such  tricks  with  the  most  sacred 
of  religious  ceremonies. 


THE  CHARTER  OP"  THE 


MANUFACTURERS  TRUST  COMPANY 


73  WESTMINSTER  STREET. 

in  express  terms  gives  to  depositors  the  security  of  the  double  liability 
of  its  stockholders. 


ACTIVE  ACCOUNTS  of  INDIVIDUALS,   FIRMS  and 
PORATIONS  will  receive  prompt  and  liberal  treatment. 


COR- 


Money  deposited  on  PARTICIPATION  ACCOUNT  will  draw- 
interest  at  good  investment  rates  and  will  have  the  security  of  the 
capital  and  surplus  of  the  company. 
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It  is  a  curious  commentary  upon  the 
government  of  the  People,  by  the  People, 
for  the  People,  that  two  of  the  greatest 
Schemes  of  Robbery,  Deceit  and  Fraud, 
Schemes  to  seize  and  control,  for  per- 
sonal, private  gain,  all  public  utilities, 
and  all  the  necessities  of  life,  and  per- 
mit them  to  be  called  ''Protection,"  and 
"Trusts".  Are  we  all  fools?  Nothing 
comparable  for  infamous  rascality  exists 
in  the  world's  history.  Andrew  D. 
White,  late  president  of  Cornell,  spoke 
these  words  at  Ithaca  on  the  nth  of 
May,  1906.  He  first  gave  a  brief  his- 
tory of  republics,  and  told  how,  in  every 
instance,  they  had  ended  in  failure,  then 
said : 

"What  different  result  can  we  look 
for?  What  hope  have  we  to  preserve 
our  republic:  There  is  but  one  thing, 
the  development  of  a  better  education  of 
people.  To  lift  them  above  buffoonery, 
party  cries,  and  the  wiles  and  chicanery 
will  insure  a  realization  of  republican 
ideals.  The  most  important  factor  is 
to  develop  in  the  majority  of  the  people 
sobriety  of  judgment,  which  will  be 
above  all  bribes,  trickery,  and  hysterics." 


A  man,  buys  from  another  man,  some 
land ;  the  deed  carries  a  certain  specified 
number  of  square  acres,  or  square  feet. 
But  whatever  it  covers,  it  is  only  the  sur- 
face. The  people  own  the  depths  of  the 
earth  below  the  surface. 


1  he  stench  of  burning  kerosene  oil  in 
our  homes  is  becoming  intolerable,  and 
the  smoke  is  destructive  to  all  cleanli- 
ness. It  all  comes  from  the  glue  which 
is  spread  thick  over  the  entire  inside  of 
the  tow  boat  which  is  used  to  bring  the 
oil.  This  glue  is  soaked  off  the  wood  by 
the   oil,   and   distributed   to   us   with    the 

oil. 

Mr.  Oscar  S.  Straus  announces  his 
resignation  as  Trustee  or  Director  of 
the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company, 
after  many  years  holding  the  position. 
His  reason  being  that  the  policy  holders 
require  23  hours  service  in  each  24  hours 
of  his  existence.  How  much  will  the 
policy  holders  lose  by  the  passing  of 
Straus?  How  much,  has  his  years,  not 
of  service,  but  of  robbery,  been  to  them. 
He  must  look  back  with  admiration  up- 
on his  work  in  this  company. 


PROVIDENCE  BANKING  CO., 

141  Westminster  Street, 

ppovidcng:,  p.  1. 

Capital    and    Surplus,  $1,000,000 

Government  Bonds, 

Local  Securities  and   High  Grade  investments, 

foreign  Exchange.. 


Private  Telegraph  Wires  to  New  York  and  Boston. 
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When  the  people  exercise  the  right  of 
eminent  domain  in  giving  a  railroad  a 
right  of  way,  did  they  surrender  their 
right  of  eminent  domain  to  the  railroad; 
cannot  the  people  again  exorcise  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  in  case  a  rail- 
road management  hecomes  an  oppression 
to  the  people. 


Twenty-six  soot  craters  are  daily  in 
full  blast  in  Providence.  There  is  a 
statute  making  it  a  nuisance  and  pro- 
viding a  remedy  for  this  densely  black 
smoke,  which  is  tilling  our  homes.  But 
the  officers  to  enforce  the  law  do  noth- 
ing. 


Age  and  infirmity  had  destroyed  the 
grate  to  our  furnace;  and  immediate 
action  was  necessary.  We  "yelled"  for 
help,  and  a  friend  came,  he  sought,  and 
brought,  and  we  bought  the  grate ;  and 
paid  the  friend's  bill.  It  was  $6.75. 
Curiosity  led  me  to  investigate.  The  old 
grate,  and  putting  it  in  had  cost  me 
$6.25.     It  had  lasted  two  winters.     When 


we  took  it  out  it  had  seven  cracked  bars 
For  our  last  specimen  I  had  paid  $5, 
and    for   cutting    the    iron    to    fit    we    had 

J  paid  $i./S.  I  wrote  to  the  maker  of  otu 
furnace,  and  this  is  part  of  the  lettei 
which  I  received:  "It  is  quite  evident 
that    the   people    who    put    in    this    grate 

J  for  you  did  not  understand  their  busi- 
ness,  or  they  would  never  have  been 
guilty  of  the  trick  you  charge  them 
with".  Another  thing  is  ''that  it  was  not 
made  for  your  furnace,  but  was  bought 
by  the  dealer  at  one  of  the  Pirate  Repair 
Shops.  The  Pirate  grate  is  made  out 
of  the  worst  kind  of  material— old  stove 
plate,  old  grates,  and  rotten  iron  castings, 
Anything  that  can  be  melted  is  turned 
into  these  grates,  and  the  consumer  In- 

j  to  pay  the  price  ot  a  goon  grate  tor  sue:! 
wretched  substitutes.  And  cutting  to  fit 
besides.  And  last  there  is  not  one-half 
the  durability  which  you  ought  to  have." 
This  tremendous  fraud  originated  in  the 
high  prices  which  furnace  and  stove 
makers  charge  for  costs  for  repairs.  For 
a  castimr  cos'tinor  60  cents  we  are  made 
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to  pay  $3.50.  This  huge  profit  leads  to 
these  swindles,  and  the  old  burnt  iron 
reduces  the  cost  still  more.  This  last 
grate  costing  me  $5  cost  not  over  25 
cents   for   the  casting. 


More  dead  men.  Cause,  the  terrible 
poisonous  gas,  sent  by  the  Providence 
Gas  Company  into  every  room  in  all  our 
homes. 

John  McManus  was  poisoned  to  death 
by  this  gas,  sent  in  pipes  through  the 
highways  of  the  city,  into  the  room  in 
which  he  slept,  in  a  house  at  23  Chestnut 
street,  kept  tor  boarders  by  Mrs.  Stephen 
Law  ton. 

Guiseppe  Dequio,  or  Dagina,  was 
poisoned  to  death  by  gas  sent  in  pipes 
to  light  the  room  in  which  he  slept  by 
the  Providence  Gas  Company  to  the 
house  302  West   Exchange  street. 

An  autopsy  was  performed  upon  the 
last  "named  victim  by  Medical  Examiner 
Perkins,  who,  according  to  an  evening 
paper,  after  performing  the  autopsy 
pronounced  death  due  to  poisoning  from 
illuminating  gas  and  probably  accidental. 


as  there  was  a  bad  leakage  in  the  gas 
jet  and  the  cock  did  not  work  properly. 

The  latter  case,  according  to  the  pub- 
lished accounts,  was  nothing  but  man- 
slaughter. Nevertheless  the  Evening 
Bulletin  printed  a  huge  heading:  TWO 
MEN  COMMIT  SUICIDE  BY  IN- 
HALING GAS  FUMES.  It  was  false. 
Neither  committed  suicide;  and  lastly 
what,  in  this  connection  is  the  meaning 
of  the   word   FUMES. 

The  ink  was  scarcely  dr}r  when  two 
more  men  were  found  dead  in  bed,  side 
by  side,  in  a  house  164  Broadway.  Both 
had  families,  not  living  here;  both 
worked  at  the  Locomotive  Works,  and 
one  had  just  inherited  $15,000,  and  was 
going  home  to  live  upon  his  income. 
This  was  on  May  4,  1906,  making  four 
men  killed  in  Providence  within  seven 
days  by  poison  gas — made  poison  in 
order    to    make    large    dividends. 

Now  (18th  May)  comes  another: 
John  W.  Kirby  of  47  Nolan  street.  This 
makes  the  fifth  man  killed  in  less  than 
a  month  by  Gas  from  the  only  company 
now  occupying  our  highways. 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 


as  they  were  known  to 


CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 


An  Indian  Map  of  the  Principal  Locations 

known  to  the  NAHIQANSETS  and  ELABORATE 
HISTORICAL     NOTES    by    Sidney    S.    Rider. 


The  edition  consisted  of  495  copies,  369  have  been  sold;    126  remain  to 
be  sold.   Price,  post  paid,  $4.50.   Address  the  Author,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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"'Mr.  John  Mitchell  now  seems  to  be 
seeking  a  method  of  returning  to  earth 
without  the  accompaniment  of  a  dull 
thud.  This  is  the  wisest  thing  he 
could  possibly  do.  It  is  quite  clear 
that  he  cannot  control  the  situation." — 
New  York  Sun. 

Thus  the  Sun  represents  the  people; 
and  of  course  not  the  coal  operators. 
Confiscation  of  all  coal  mines  will  be 
the  end  of  this  terrific  robbery— and 
settle  this  care  forever  as  between  the 
"owners"  of  coal  mines,  and  the  men 
who  labor.  Individuals  can  no  more 
own  coal  mines  than  a  white  individual 
can  own.  or  buy,  or  sell  a  black  indi- 
vidual. 

Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  Western 
States  will  permit  the  Standard  Oil 
Trust,  and  the  Beef  Trust  to  bar  them 
from  the  Atlantic  coast,  or  is  it  to  be 
believed  that  these  infamous  trusts  are 
going  to  be  permitted  to  control  these 
highways  for  their  personal,  and  ever- 
lasting robbery  of  all  American  citizens 
of  their  money? 


I  went  into  four  shops  where  pro- 
visions necessary  to  support  human  life 
are  sold.  In  one,  eggs  were  16,  18,  20, 
21,  22,  23  and  24  cents  per  dozen.  In 
another  shop  they  were  18,  20,  21,  22  and 
23  cents.  Such  an  exhibition  shows  the 
rotten  fraud  in  which  all  business  is 
today  conducted. 


It  was  an  exceedingly  beautiful  piece 
of  legislation,  that  which  is  to  give  us 
new  and  legitimate  statutes.  It  began 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  late  on 
the  last  day  of  the  session.  Outside  of 
the  State  House  the  matter  had  been 
kept  a  profound  secret. 

The  law  was  first  proposed  by  Zenas 
Bliss.  It  called  for  "Three  persons, 
learned  in  the  law,  as  commissioners,  to 
arrange,  and  consolidate,  all  statutes  of 
the  State,  general  and  permanent,  in 
their    nature."       Section    1.     These    men 


to  be  appointed  by  the  governor;  $6500 
was  the  sum  asked  for. 

This  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed, 
and  a  substitute  offered  by  Samuel  L 
Peck  of  Warren.  Section  1  reads: 
"'The  governor  is  authorized  to  appoint 
one  person,  and  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  tivo  persons 
learned  in  the  law,  to  arrange,  consoli- 
date, etc.  The  sum  asked  was  $14,000; 
this   was  reduced  to  $9000. 

These  men  were  to  incorporate  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court  into  the 
statutes,  "so  far  as  practicable,"  and  they 
thought  advantageous.  This  statute  was 
no  sooner  enacted  by  the  Senate,  than 
the  same  was  returned  to  the  House. 

"With  Judge  Palmer  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
Allen  called  up  the  special  ordei  for  the 
appropriation  of  $700  for  a  portrait  of 
Arthur  W.  Dennis,  speaker  of  the 
House."  The  bill  provides  for  a  com- 
mittee of  three  of  the  House  to  have 
charge  of  the  work."  S.  W.  K.  Allen 
expressed  his  pleasure  at  being  the  one 
to  introduce  this  resolution,  and  to  speak 
for  the  man  who  had  so  well  filled  the 
chair."  Again :  "Mr.  Burchard  moved 
to  make  it  $1000  for  the  picture.and  on 
rising  votes  the  amendment,  and  the 
amended  resolution  passed."  -  Time, 
7:25  P.  M;  House  adjourned  at  7:30 
P.  M. 

The  last  action  of  the  Senate,  in  its 
late  session  was  this:  "On  motion  of 
Senator  Stiness  the  finance  committee 
was  discharged  from  further  considera 
iion  of  the  resolution  appropriating  $1000 
for  the  purchase  of  a  portrait  of  the 
Honorable  Arthur  W.  Dennis  in  con- 
currence." Next:  "Senator  Stiness, 
for  the  judiciary  committee,  reported  a 
resolution  appropriating  $1000  for  a 
portrait  of  Hon.  Arthur  W.  Dennis, 
Speaker  of  the  House."  Passed  in  con- 
currence. Time,  7:28  P.  M.  Senate  ad 
iourned  the  same  moment. 

These  adjournments  were  during  the 
evening  of  April  20.  The  Journal  of 
the   25th    published   portrait-    of   the   ap- 
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pointees;  ''Speaker  Arthur  \\r.  Dennis 
mailed  to  Samuel  W.  K.  Allen  yesterday 
notice  of  his  appointment  on  the  com- 
mission, and  also  to  Joins  S.  Murdock." 
The  Journal  continues:  "The  first 
member  of  the  commission  is  Gen. 
Writer  R.  Stiness  of  Warwick,  who  n 
Governor  George  H.  Utter  appointed  a 
few  days  ago." 

It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  see  how  easy 
these  men  plan,  and  carry  into  execution 
laws  whereby  $50,000  or  $60,000  are  to 
be  drawn  for  the  people.  It  knocks 
book  selling  into  smithereens.  But — 
we  are  going  to  have  another  Stiness 
Digess. 

These  Digesting  matters  were  defined 
by  the  late  Judge  Elisha  R.  Potter,  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  "A  Paste  Pot  and 
Scissors  .  Service''.  These  are  curious 
thoughts  arising  as  we  look  back  at 
these  matters.  For  the  Digest  of  1896 
my  excellent  friend,  William  G.  Roelker, 
received,  in  case  the  State  Auditor  of 
1892  has  correctly  informed  me,  for  his 
service  SGjSz./S.  Mr.  Roelker's  grand- 
father, Ray  Greene,  was  paid,  in  18'i'i, 
$100.00  for  the  Digest  of  1S10;  and  his 
great  grandfather,  William  Greene,  was 
paid  $100.00  for  his  work  upon  the 
Digest  of  1798.  But  there  must  have 
been  some  trickery  with  Ray  Greene's 
payment,  for  while  it  was  paid  in  1811, 
it  was  attached  to  an  order  of  payment 
made  thirteen  (13)  years  before. 


It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  note  the  publi- 
cation of  a  new  newspaper  here.  The 
name  of  it  is  Le  Courtier.  It  is,  as  its 
name  indicates,  a  French  publication. 
But  the  language  in  which  it  is  printed 
is  its  only  French  characteristic.  Its 
purpose  is  to  teach  those  who  read  only 
French  the  real  principles  which  rests 
beneath  American  life  and  American 
government.  The  entire  news  of  the  day 
is  told  in  an  excellent  summary,  in  ex- 
cellent French,,  and  these  beautifully 
printed.  No  typographically  finer  French 
newspaper  was  ever  printed  in  this  coun- 


try. It  is  published  weekly  at  75  West- 
minster street,  at  only  a  dollar  subscrip- 
tion. It  has  translated  into  French, 
Rhode  Island's  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence of  I//6,  and  is  now  translating  and 
printing  our  Constitution.  To  read  in 
French  the  current  news  of  the  day  is 
the  easiest  possible  way  of  keeping  up 
our  knowledge  of  this  delightful  lan- 
guage. Book  Notes  would  be  only  too 
glad  to  help  it  into  a  vigorous  life. 


A   DANCER  TO   AMERICAN    DEMOCRACY. 

From  an  Editorial  in  the  June  Century. 


That  there  are  in  America  daily  and 
other  periodicals  which,  in  different 
ways,  tend  to  weaken  .the  brain,  demoral- 


ize tnc 


an; 


lie    opinion    in    the    nation 

The  editor  continues:  '"Prof.  Felix 
Adler  in  a  suggestive  address  of  last 
winter  on  'Impending  Changes',  spoke 
of  the  incoming  of  the  multitude,  the 
accession  to  power  and  influence  of  the 
masses'.  It  is  idle  (he  said)  to  dis- 
guise the  fact  that  the  first  effect  of 
the  accession  of  the  masses  to  influence 
has  been  productive  of  much  evil.  The 
state  of  journalism  at  the  present  day 
is  one  evidence.  The  newspapers  as  a 
rule  are  graded  down  to  the  tastes  and 
the  intellectual  standards  of  the  masses. 
The  yellow  journals,  so  called,  do  but 
reflect  the  color  of  the  minds  of  their 
readers.  The  love  of  sensation  and  ex- 
citing news  —  outrageous  overtaunts — 
appeal  side  by  side  in  the  columns  of 
the  same  newspaper,  to  the  better  and 
the  worst  side  of  human  nature.  Prof. 
Adler  "did  not  believe  that  the  tide  of 
Democracy  can  be  turned,  or  that  any 
attempt  should  be  made  to  turn  it." 
The  people  are  going  to  rule  the  coun- 
tries of  this  earth.  It  is  not  alone  to 
so-called  yellow  journals  that  we  are 
indebted  for  outrageous  lies.  I  venture 
to  put  upon  record  an  illustration  from 
the  Providence  Journal  of  24th  May, 
1906,  an  editorial  on  Senator  Aldrich 
and  the  Rate  Bill. 


# 
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UNION  TRUST  COMPANY 


Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts  ,  Providence. 

COUNTING  THE  COST.  Have  you  ever  considered  how 
much  money  you  use  for  unnecessary  and  frivolous  expen- 
ditures ?  If  you  would  just  stop  once  and  count  how  much 
it  costs,  the  chances  are  that  you  would  learn  the  lesson  of 
thrift.  We  invite  you  to  open  a  savings  account  with  this 
bank  and  save  the  money  that  you  are   spending   foolishly. 

.This    Bank .  pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 

We  allow  liberal  interest  on  Checking-  Accounts. 


Hazlitt,  William.  The  Eloquence  of 
the  British  Senate.  A  selection  of  the 
best  speeches  from  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  1st  to  1S10,  with 
notes  biographical,  critical  and  explana- 
tory. 2  v.,  Svo,  1-2  bd.  New  York, 
rSio.  $3-5P- 

This  book  contains  the  speeches  of  the 
most  distinguished  men,  not  elsewhere 
accessible.  Some  of  them  I  name: 
Charles  the  1st,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Vil- 
Ikrs  Duke  of  Buckingham,  John  Selden, 
Mr.  Pym,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  (Rich), 
the  Earl  of  Stafford's  last  Defence, 
Cromwell,  Thurloe,  Clarendon,  Whit- 
lock,  John  Hampden,  Eord,  Soniers,  and 
a  host  of  others. 

Cowell's  Spirit  of  '76  in  Rhode  Island, 
with  the  names  of  those  who  belonged 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Regiments,  with 
biographical  notices,  and  Reminiscences. 
Svo.     Boston,  1850.  $6.00 

.  Very  scarce  and  very  useful. 

Wood.  New  Institute  of  the  Imperial 
( r  Civil  Law,  with  notes.  Composed 
for  the  use  of  some  Persons  of  Quality. 


8vo,  London,  1712.     Scarce  and  interest- 
ing. $3-75 

Special  and  Selected  Law  Cases  con- 
cerning the  Persons  and  Estates  of  all 
Men  Whatsoever.  Collected  from  the 
Year  Books  of  the  Common  Law  of 
England.  Sm.   410.  London,    1641.     $5.00 

One  of  the  earliest  and  rarest  of  Eng- 
lish Law  Books.     Excellently  bound. 

Bridgewater  in  Plymouth  County. 
Massachusetts.  History  of  the  Early 
Settlement,  by  Nahum  Mitchell.  In- 
cluding an  Extensive  Family  Register. 
Svo,    boards    uncut.      Boston,    1840.      It 


has  three  Book  Plates. 


$8.50 


Memoirs  of  His  Own  Time,  including 
the  Revolution,  the  Empire  and  the 
Restoration,  by  Lt.-Gen.  Count  Mathieu 
Dumas,  2  v.,  Svo,  1-2  bound.  1839.    $3-00 

Dumas  served  in  our  War  of  the 
Revolution,  1780-1 ;  in  the  French  Revo- 
lution with  Lafayette,  and  under  Napo- 
leon. It  is  a  book  of  the  profoundest 
interest. 
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SOWAMS,  NOW    WARREN,  THE  FIRST   IN- 
DIAN   NAME  OF  A  LOCATION  KNOWN 
TO    THE    PLYMOUTH     SETTLERS, 

16th    of  march,   1620-1. 
The    Journal,    ioth    June,    prints    the 
following  paragraphs : 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 
the   "proprietor's    RECORD.''' 

The  Town  Council  of  Warren,  spurred 
on  by  citizens  regarding  an  ancient  rec- 
ord book  of  Warren  known  as  "Proprie- 
tor's Record'',  having  in  some  manner 
got  into  the  custody  of  the  town  of 
Barrington  many  years  ago.  The  book  is 
one  that  contains  manuscript  records  of 
Sowams,  the  seat  of  the  early  Indian 
owners.  Mr.  Rider,  a  former  resident  of 
Warren,  in  an  article  recently  published 
in  Book  Notes,  refers  at  length  to  the 
removal  of  the  record  book.  It  was 
through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Rider's 
search  that  the  location  of  the  book  was 
discovered. 

Since  the  matter  became  known  pres- 
sure has  been  brought  on  the  Town 
Council  of  Warren  to  take  such  steps 
as  will  secure  the  book  in  its  rightful 
place.  The  Town  Council  at  its  June 
session  appointed  a  committee  to  make 
rigid  inquiry  into  the  matter  and  to 
confer  with  members  of  the  Barrington 
Council  who.  it  is  claimed,  had  charge 
of  the  book  more  than  30  years,  and  if 
possible  have  it  brought  back  to  Warren 
and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Town  Coun- 
cil of  that  town. 


The  citizens  of  Warren  interested  in 
its  early  records,  Col.  C.  W.  Abbot,  Jr., 
being  one  of  the  foremost,  addressed  the 
Warren  Town  Council  at  the  June  meet- 
ing about  the  return  of  the  records  and 
without  much  lizcu^zicn.  the  committee 
was  authorized  to  have  it  restored  to  its 
proper  place. 

Mr.  Rider,  in  his  article,  demands  to 
know,  assuming  that  any  man  can  take 
possession  or  destroy  a  book  of  records 
of  a  town,  what  becomes  of  the  safety 
of  titles  to  homes.  Already  a  conference 
has  been  held  with  Barrington  officials 
about  the  book  and  it  is  stated  in  War- 
ren that  it  is  likely  that  it  will  probably 
be  restored  to  its  proper  place  soon. 


My  country  co-temporary,  the  Paw- 
tuxet  Valley  Gleaner,  has  actually 
alarmed  me ;  or,  have  T  slept  the  sleep 
of  Rip  Van  Winkle?  On  the  25th  May 
it  printed  an  entire  column  editorial. 
from  which  I  reproduce  a  few  extracts  : 
"The  time  has  come,  Senator  Aldrich, 
for  you  to  do  something,  or  say  some- 
thing, so  that  the  calamity  howlers  of 
our  town  (Warwick,  R.  I..)  can  be 
made  to  shut  up." 

"You  own  the  finest  piece  of  property 
in  the  town,  and  that  tower  . 
We  have  made  that  ^haft  more  than  a 
mere  landmark,  and  that  we  have  talked 
in  your  behalf  in  season  and.  out  of  sea- 
son, and  have  tooted  our  horns  to  'beat 
the  band'  of  the  other  fellows   until   on 
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various  occasions  we  have  been  red  in 
the  face.  But  now  'those  fellows'  have 
got  us  down  and  are  choaking  us  un- 
mercifully. Once  in  a  while  they'll  let 
up  just  enough  to  furnish  air  to  live  by, 
but  if  this  thing  keeps  on  we'll  all  die 
a  political  death." 

"Of  course  the  fact  that  you  and  John 
are  grandfather  of  the  same  baby  is  no 
proof  that  you  are  suffering  from  any 
disease  analogous  to  the  mental,  physical 
or  commercial  condition  of  the  Standard 
Oil  King,  but  its  a  mighty  prominent 
symptom.  All  diseases  are  more  or  less 
contagious,  you  know,  and  when  there's 
close  contact  you  run  a  lot  of  risk. 

"To  come  down  to  the  'free  alcohol' 
bill.  Now,  'on  the  level',  Nelson,  don't 
you  think  it  does  seem  a  little  odd  that 
you  should  allow  the  thing  to  go  to  sleep 
in  committee  and  to  sleep  so  sound  that 
any  amount  of  nudging  couldn't  appar- 
ently wake  it  up?  That's  the  hard 
thing  for  us  to  explain." 


Because  the  People,  as  a  matter  of 
convenience,  have  assigned  temporarily 
certain  of  their  powers  to  a  little  group 
of  men,  which  body  is   called  "the  Gen- 


eral Assembly",  but  which  is  a  "Genera! 
Assembly"  only  in  name,  is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that  all  political  power  has  been 
abandoned?  The  People  gave  to  this 
"General"  Assembly  certain  carefully 
specified  powers  and  duties;  and  the 
People  can  take  away  these  powers  in 
twenty-four  hours.  Are  men  ^u  utterly 
stupid  as  not  to  see  these  conditions; 
and  do  men  not  know-  that  in  this  coun- 
try, if  in  no  other,  the  People  will  pro- 
tect and  preserve  their  rights  to  life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness? 


Silver  fell  in  price  steadily  untiJ  it 
reached  47c.  per  oz.  in  December,  1902. 
Early  in  190.3  it  began  to  climb.  It  has 
now  (May,  1906,)  touched  68c.  Lhe 
purchasing  power  of  silver  has  increased 
$g  per  cent.,  while  the  purchasing  power 
of  gold  has  decreased  25  per  cent.,  and 
the  New  York  Times  cannot  find  the 
type  in  which  to  print  the  phenomenon. 
I  will  merely  remark  to  my  illustrious 
and  immaculate  co-temporary  that 
"God's  mill  grinds  slow  but  sure",  just 
as  it  did  in  George  Herbert's  time,  1640 
(Jacula  Prudentum). 


GERTIFIGJ1TES  0 
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It  seems  strange  to  me  that  nearly 
sixty  years  ago  1  burned  what  is  now- 
called  de-natured  alcohol;  and  we  still 
have  the  lamps.  My  brother  Frederic, 
who  took  his  last  walk  here  on  earth 
with  my  excellent  friend,  General  Dray- 
ton, invented  a  lamp  (a  table  or  parlor 
lamp)  in  which  to  burn  it.  His  em- 
ployers gave  him  $1500  for  the  inven- 
tion, and  a  fellow-employee,  through 
whose  hands  the  money  came,  retained 
one-half  of  it.  To  me  these  are  refresh- 
ing incidents. 


Socialism  was  a  protest  by  the  masses 
of  men  against  one  individual's  holding 
possession  of  the  entire  wealth  of  a 
country.  In  this  country  it  has  been 
termca  to  be  an  individual  who  rms  get 
possession  of  the  entire  wealth  of  the 
masses. 


Tt  is  a  great  scheme .  for  the  "pros- 
perity" of  the  laboring  man  to  bring  our 
''Bermuda''  onions  from  Texas,  under 
a  Dingley  tariff  of  forty  cents  a  bushel 
and  double  the  cost  to  every  working- 
man  in  this  country. 


Ex-Governor  Douglas,  of  Massachu- 
setts, engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes,  pc  ses  in  New  York  as  a  tariff 
reformer.  lie  fights  for  repealing  all 
tariffs  on  hides,  thus  bringing  in  hides 
from  all  over  the  world  free ;  but  a 
good,  sound  tariff  upon  imported  shoes. 
It  is  just  such  iufermal  work  whi.ch 
has  produced  the  financial  rottenness, 
worse  than  actual  piracy,  which  has  dis- 
graced the  American  people  the  wide 
world  over. 


John  D.  Rockefeller  and  his  family 
have  left  this  country  for  Europe.  The 
chances  are  that  he  will  never  return. 


Socialism  has  long  been  denounced  by 
our  leading  newspapers  as  being  the 
most  dangerous  ism  of  our  national  ex- 
istence. A  man  holding  socialistic  opin- 
ions has  been  regarded  as  something 
worse  than  an  anarchist.  But,  as  a 
matter  of  plain  truth,  we  have  developed 
here  within  the  past  twenty-five  years 
the  worst  form  of  socialism  ever  known 
in  the  world — we  freed  the  slaves,  and 
immediately  allowed  ourselves  to  be 
made  slaves. 


PROVIDENCE  BANKING  CO., 

141  Westminster  Street, 
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The  late  George  B.  Boyden  has  left 
one  enviable  distinction,  with  an  "un"; 
no  man  lias  ever  done  so  much  to  lower 
the  morals  of  a  city  as  Boyden  did  for 
Providence,  lie  was  a  fortune  to  the 
Rhode  Island  Company,  and  to  the 
United  Securities  Company,  and  to  the 
Union  Railroad  Company,  but  an  awful 
danger  to  the  young  workiugmen ;  in 
that  he  allowed  endless  frauds  to  be 
established  there  and  took  part  in  the 
money. 


Are  you  going  to  allow  a  dozen  men 
in  Chicago  to  control  the  entire  meat 
food  product  of  the  whole  population 
of  these  United'  States,  and  another 
dozen  to  control  every  railway  highway 
in  the  land  tor  actual  highway  rob- 
bery; and  another  dozen  to  control  that 
great  natural  product,  coal,  without 
which  at  present  we  cannot  live,  and  to 
get  which  we  are  constantly  and  fear- 
fully robbed ;.  and  another  dozen  to  con- 
trol all  natural  products  of  oil,  so  neces- 
sary for  fuel,  for  light,  for  power,  and 
so   many   other  vital   purposes ;    and   an- 


other dozen,  all  the  iron,  the  copper,  the 
lead,  and  every  other  metal?  What  lias 
become  of  the  real  men  who  fought  >  > 
fiercely  7  years  around  1776  against  a 
taxation  in  which  they  had  no  hand; 
and  again  in  1812,  who  fought  on  the 
seas  against  being  seized  and  forced  on 
British  ships  to  fight  against  their  own 
country;  and  again  in  18S1  against  tin 
white  man's  right  to  make  slaves  of 
black  men?  Are  there  no  such  men  left 
in  this  once  a  republic;  and  are  now- 
white  men  going  supinely  to  permit 
themselves  to  be  made  slaves  by  other 
white  men,  with  no  more  '  individual 
rights  or  power  than  themselves? 
Never.  * 


A  law  was  enacted  by  the  U.  S.  Sen- 
ate concerning  the  purchase  of  supplies 
for  the  Panama  vCanal  in  the  United 
States  instead  of  the  much  cheaper 
source  of  supply  in  foreign  countries. 
It  was  the  work  of  Senator  Aldrich. 
It  contains  this  clause: 

"That  purchases  of  material  and  equip- 
ment for  use  in  the  construction  of  the 
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Panama  Canal  shall  be  restricted  to 
articles  of  domestic  production  and 
manufacture,  and  from  the  lowest  re- 
sponsible bidder  unless  the  President  j 
shall  in  any  case  deem  the  bids  or 
lenders  therefor  to  be  extortionate  or 
unreasonable." 

Some  discussion  followed,  when  Sen- 
ator Aldrich  said :  "It  is  a  well  known 
fact  that  producers  in  the  United  States 
and  elsewhere  sell  at  a  less  price  in 
foreign  markets  than  to  their  regular 
customers  at  home;  but  this  fact  has 
never  affected  the  decision  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  as  to  what  our 
economic   policy   should   be." 

The  President  was  left,  after  the 
enactment  just  where  he  stood  before  its 
enactment — it  was  mere  politics,  just  to 
hoodwink  and  rob  the  masses,  and  it 
will  prove  to  be  mighty  poor  politics. 
The  Panama  supplies  can,  and  some  of 
them  will  come,  from  the  lowest  mar- 
ket, but  the  people  will  continue  to  be 
swindled  out  of  all  their  earnings  by 
our  (Senator  Aldrich's)  economic 
policy. 


DR.    CHAPIN,    HEALTH    OFFICER.    ON 
CLEANLINESS  vs.  DISINFECTION. 

To  practice  strict  personal  cleanliness 
not  only  in  the  presence  of  contagious 
disease,  but  at  all  times,  is  the  sole  mode 
now  known  in  which  the  unrecognized 
cases  anil  the  '"carrier"  cases  can  be 
guarded  against.  The  public  anil  even 
the  medical  profession  refuse  to  believe 
in  infection  in  well  persons;  but  cling 
to  the  old  notion  that  it  is  things,  not 
persons,  that  are  to  be  feared.  And  they 
will  cling  to  this  view  so  long  as  health 
officials  lay  so  much  stress  on  these 
onicial  disinfections.  Many  a  .  time  a 
family  has  lived  for  months  with  a  con- 
sumptive who  has  taken  no  precautions 
about  his  sputum,  and  after  his  death 
have  promptly  asked  to  nave  the  house 
fumigated.  The  expiatory  sacrifice  oi 
disinfection  is  believed  to  atone  for 
every  sanitary  sin.  It  is  our  duty  to 
teach  that  hygienic  salvation  can  only 
be  attained  through  the  good  works  of 
personal  cleanliness.  As  the  surgeons 
have  given  up  antisepsis  for  asepsis,  so 
the  health   officer   must  substitute  clean- 
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liness  for  disinfection.  Dr.  Chapin 
closes  with  this  brief  summary  of  his 
studies    and   his   conclusions : 

1.  The  pathogenic  bacteria  tend  to  die 
rapidly  after  discharge  from  the  body. 

2.  There  is  very  little  bacteriological 
evidence  that  things  remain  long  in- 
fected—and, therefore,  contact  of  the 
non-infected  with  the  infected  must  be 
quite  direct  and  close  in  point  of  time. 

3.  Clinical  evidence  of  the  necessity 
for  disinfection  is  wanting. 

4.  The  true  explanation  of  the  spread 
of  contagion  is  the  great  number  of 
unrecognized,  atypical  and  ''carrier" 
cases. 

5.  Infected  persons,  not  infected 
things,  are  to  be  feared. 

6.  Disinfection,  that  is,  official  disin- 
fection, as  a  final  precautionary  measure 
has  little  value. 

7.  Official  disinfection  is  a  powerful 
factor  in  preventing  sanitary  progress, 
because  it  encourages  discredited 
theories. 

To  study  causes,  and  as  carefully  study 
effects,  and  honestly  proclaim  the  re- 
sults in  the  face  of  all  commonly  re- 
ceived opinion,  is  the  perfection  of  hu- 
man science,  joined  to  an  intellectual 
courage.  This  is  what  Dr.  Chapin  has 
done  and  for  which  I  honor  him. 


The  nomination  of  Mr.  R.  H.  I.  God- 
dard,  by  Democrats,  for  election  to  the 
U.  S.  Senate  was  a  fine  piece  of  political 
work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  family 
which  largely  owns  and,  in  fact,  con- 
trols the  Blacks  tone  Manufacturing 
Company.  It  was  put,  by  Alexander 
Duncan,  into  the  control  of  the  God- 
dards  when  Duncan  left  this  country 
for  Scotland.  The  Boston  Herald  of 
27th  May  says  this  company  built  "a 
brand  new  mill,  within  a  stone's  throw 
of  the  old  one,  yet  safely  within  the 
Rhode  Island  line",  and  that  this  was 
done  "because  the  assessors  of  the  town 
taxes  and  the  management  of  the  Black- 


sione  Manufacturing  Company  could  not 
agree  as  to  a  fair  valuation  of  the  com- 
pany's plant.  After  sundry  lawsuits  and 
repeated  hot  fights  in  town  meetings 
the  company  jumped  across  the  line 
into  Rhode  Island."  This  mill  had 
existed  in  Blackstone  nearly  a  century, 
all  the  time  having  the  advantage  oi  a 
huge  tariff  on  its  manufactures.  But  the 
company  wanted  also  exemption  from 
taxation,  which  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Court  would  not  give,  hence  the 
jump  into  Rhode  Island,  where  the  Su- 
preme Court  has  given  the  General  As- 
sembly power  to  exempt  cotton  manu- 
facturers, in  fact,  ail  corporations,  from 
taxation  forever.  Is  such  a  man  as  this 
Goddard  the  logical  candidate  of  the 
Democratic  party   in  this  country  today. 


Congress  assumed  the  power  to  de- 
clare what  in  this  country  should  be 
fundamental  money— such  work  was 
downright  anarchy.  What  right  has 
Congress  to  destroy  the  value  as  money 
of  silver,  it  having  been  fundamental 
money  for  centuries?  If  Congress  can 
do  such  work  this  Government  has  been 
destroyed.  In  fact,  the  New  York  Times 
published  three  columns  of  editorial, 
holding  that  our  Government  was  "not 
a  government  by  the  people".  Can  one 
man  legally  destroy,  by  a  word,  in  a 
moment,  one-half  the  value  of  another 
man's  property?  No  more  can  the  little 
group  which  we  call  Congress. 


FAIRY    TALES     BY     MRS.     BURNETT, 

Mrs.  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett,  per- 
haps the  best  known  writer  of  the  day 
of  stories  for  children,  has  written  a 
series  of  fairy  tales,  which  will  begin 
in  the  October  St.  Nicholas  and  con- 
tinue through  several  numbers.  The 
stories  are  based  on'  a  quaint  and  hu- 
morous conceit,  carried  out,  it  is  said, 
in  Mrs.  Burnett's  happiest  vein ;  and 
are  to  have  a  number  of  illustrations  in 
color  by  Harrison  Cady. 
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THE     RANK     ROTTENNESS     OF     LAW 

SUITS  AS  THEY  NOW  EXIST 

IN  THIS  COUNTRY. 

A    legal    acquaintance    from    Newport  L 
asked  me  the  other  day  how  my  vinegary  I 
Book     Notes     were     getting     along.     It  ! 
brought  to  mind  an   interesting  incident  j 
at  Newport  in  which  this  legal  acquaint-  j 
ance   was   an   actor  and   I  was   his   pro-  i 
posed    victim.        A    young    fellow    from 
Newport    brought    me    a   book    for    sale. 
His    price    was    $20.00.     I     declined    to 
buy.     Then    he    left    the    book    with    me  ! 
to   sell   for   him.     He   fixed   the   price  at  j 
$10.00.     Some  months   later  he  came  to 
enquire  if  it  had  been  sold.     It  had  not 
been  sold,  but  we  could  not  readily  find 
it.     We  thought  some  one  had  stolen  it.  ! 
A    few   weeks   later  he   came  again,   but 
still  it  could  not  be  found.     I   proposed 
that  he   take   some   other  book  of  equal 
value.     He  accepted  the  proposition,  and 
proposed    coming    in    later    to    make    his 
selection.     Instead  of  coming  he  sent  a 
deputy    sheriff    with    a    summons    in    an 
action  in   trover,  placing  his   damage  at 
three    hundred    dollars.      There    was,    of 
course,   but   one   thing   to   be    done,   and 
that  was  to  defend  myself.     The  plaintiff 
put  in  his  case  and   was  thrown  out   of 
court  in  five  minutes.     It  was  pure  bluff. 
There   was  no  trover  in  it.     The  action 
was    brought    by    my    legal    acquaintance 
from    Newport,    Mr.    W.    P.    Sheffield, 
Jr.,  who   was  so  much   interested  in  my 
"vinegary"    Book    Notes.      At    the    very 
time   of  this   action,   two  London  book- 
sellers had  published  catalogues  of  books 
for  sale.     In  those  two  catalogues  were 
offered  this  title : 

Rerum  Anglicarum  Scriptores  post 
Bedam  pnecipui  ex  vetustissismus  codi- 
cibus  manuscript  is  nunc  primum  in  lu- 
cem  editi  Hen.  Saville.  Thick  folio. 
Lond.  1596. 

In  one,  the  price  was  16  shillings — 
$4.00.  In  the  other,  the  price  was  10 
shillings — $2.50.  .  No  duty  by  import. 
Sheffield  had  brought  an  action  in  tort, 


trover  and  conversion  for  a  book  which 
he  could  not  name;  the  value  of  which 
was  placed  in  writ  at  $300.00;  but  for 
which  the  market  price  was  but  $2.50; 
and  which  had  been  left  with  me  to  be 
sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of.  But 
there  was  another  point  concerning  this 
case,  which  is  not  devoid  of  interest. 
A  deposition  was  made  by  the  librarian 
of  one  of  the  largest  Rhode  Island  li- 
braries, that  of  Brown  University,  the 
late  Reuben  A.  Guild,  concerning  the 
great  value  of  this  book;  but  when 
asked  the  name  of  the  book,  he  had  no 
present  memory.  Just  think  of  a  witness 
testifying  concerning  the  value  of  a 
book,  the  name  of  which  he  did  not 
know,  and  of  the  character  of  which  he 
knew  absolutely  nothing  Riit  +'n^  trial 
ended,  as  1  have  stated,  by  the  plaintiff 
being  thrown  out  of  court. 

There  was  something  worse  than 
"vinegar"  in  such  work  as  that;  never- 
theless, the  courts  today  are  filled  with 
just  such  rotten  cases.  It  would  be  well 
while  the  people,  are  disinfecting  this 
country  from  diseased  life  insurance; 
and  Rockefeller  Bible  classes;  and 
"coal"  combinations;  and  rotten  beef, 
and  the  infernal  rascality  of  all  mercan- 
tile business,  to  cleanse  the  practice 
in  the  courts. 


Three  trading  stamp  companies  have 
been  brought  into  court  in  Philadelphia. 
They  are  charged  with  defrauding  Phila- 
delphia merchants  of  a  million  dollars. 
The  Yellow  Stamp  Company,  out  of 
$100,000;  the  Crown  Trading  Stamp 
Company,  out  of  $400,000;  and  the 
Sperry  &  Hutchinson,  out  of  $500,000. 
These  companies  representing  that  the 
goods  given  by  them  to  redeem  stamps 
were  of  the  full  value  of  the  face  value 
of  the  stamp,  an  investigation  showed, 
so  the  merchants  allege,  that  the  value  of 
the  goods  ran  from  $2.00  down  to  75 
cents.  But  the  worst  is,  that  but  a 
small  fraction  of  these  stamps  are  ever 
redeemed. 
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Settlement,    by    Nahum     Mitchell.      In- 
cluding  an    Extensive    Family    Register. 
I  Svo,    boards    uncut.      Boston,    1840.      It 
I  has  three  Book  Plates.  $8.50 

Memoirs  of  His  Own  Time,  including 
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|  lution  with  Lafayette,  and  under  Napo- 
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The  True  Relation  in  Which  the  Rhode 

Island   Hospital   Stands  to  the 

People  of  Providence. 

The  relation  which  the  Rhode  Island 
Hospital  bears  to  the  people  of  the  city 
of  Providence  has  become  a  question  ■  i 
of  consequence  to  the  people.  The  rea- 
son for  this  is  that  the  corporation  has 
declined  to  receive  poor  patients,  at  the 
city's  cost,  when  these  sick  poor  are 
afflicted  with  contagious  diseases1— as, 
for  instance,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever, 
tuberculosis,  measles,  and  many  others. 
This  was  done  by  a  note  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  hospital,  R.  I.  Gammell,  on 
March  22d  last,  to  the  Mayor.  This 
was  his  language : 

"It  is  true  that  when  the  hospital  was 
originally  founded  in  the  early  '6o's   the    I 
city   conveyed    to    it    the    lanjd   which    it 
now  occupies. 

"But  notwithstanding  some  vague  im-  j 
pressions  to  the  contrary,  this  convey- 
ance  was  made  with '  no  condition,  that  j 
it  should  be  used  for  hospital  purposes, 
and  no  obligation  thereby  put  upon  the 
hospital  to  give  free  treatment  to  city 
patients. 

"I  have  a  confirmation  from  the  Law 
Department  of  the  city  of  this  view." 

This  leads  me  to  consider  how  the 
City  Council  of  Providence  and  the 
people  thereof  were  drawn  into  the  af- 
fair. 

The  Rhode  Island  Hospital  petitioned 


the  City  Council  of  Providence,  on  the 
29th  April,  1863,  for  certain  lands, 
owned  by  the  city,  "on  which  to  estab- 
lish in  the  city  of  Providence,  on  a 
liberal  foundation,  a  hospital  for  the 
proper  medical  and  surgical  treatment 
of  those  who  may  be  overtaken  by  dis- 
ease or  disabled  by  injury." 

"The  hospital  was  to  be  furnished 
with  arrangements  for  all  classes  of  pa- 
tients". 

"It  (the  establishment)  should  provide 
the  best  medical  and  surgical  treatment, 
together  with  requisite  nursing  and  care 
alike  for  rich  and  for  poor,  for  all  who 
are  afflicted   with  maladies",  etc. 

"In  a  city  so  large  as  Providence. there 
will  be  always  considerable  classes  of 
the  population  who,  should  they  be  vis- 
ited by  serious  disease,  must  look  to  a 
hospital  such  as  is  now  proposed". 

"In  the  creation  of  a  charitable  insti- 
tution so  intimately  connected  with  the 
public  good,  it  is  eminently  proper  that 
the   city  itself  should  participate". 

"With  this  view,  and  for  the  object 
named,  the  undersigned  beg  leave  to 
petition"  for  the  city  lands.  They  con- 
tinued:  "Should  it  be  granted,  the  city 
will   receive  a   rich   remuneration". 

The  City  Council,  upon  the  receipt  of 
this  memorial  and  petition,  appointed  a 
joint  special  committee,  and  to  it  re- 
ferred the  petition.  This  body,  on  the 
lith  May,  1863,  reported;     "We  concur 
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heartily  and  fully  in  the  views  expressed 
in  the  memorial".  Thereupon,  on  the 
same  day,  the  City  Council  Resolved, 
"That  the  city  of  Providence  will  give, 
donate  and  convey  to  the  Rhode  Island 
Hospital  all  that  portion  of  the  lands- 
belonging  to  the  city,  and  known  as  the 
Hospital  land,  to  be  used  for  hospital 
purposes  only".  A  deed  was  to  pass 
whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  $75,000  had  been  subscribed 
by  responsible  parties.  A  deed  followed. 
It  contains  these  conditions:  "The  lands 
aforesaid  to  be  use  for  hospital 
purpose  only,  with  the  proviso  in 
said  deed  that  whenever  said  land 
ceased  to  be  used  for  hospital  purposes, 
or  any  part  thereof  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, said  lands  should  revert  imme- 
diately to  the  city."  The  grant  was  made 
by  the  city,  and  the  money  given  by 
the  people,  wholly  upon  the  representa- 
tions made  by  the  hospital  corporation 
in  their  memorial  asking  for  the  land. 
Mr.  Gammell,  the  President,  also 
states  that  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
is  a  "private  corporation".  What  is  a 
private  corporation?     This  hospital  Was 


built  with  money  contributed  wholly  by 
the  citizens  of  Providence;  and  the  city 
gave  the  land  upon  which  it  was  built. 
Would  this  have  been  done  for  a  "pri- 
vate corporation"?  I  was  myself  a 
small  contributor,  and  so  were  almost 
all  Providence  business  men ;  not  one 
dollar  would  ever  have  been  given  to  a 
private  affair;  nor  was  such  an  idea  then 
thought  or  suggested.  But  the  govern- 
ment of  this  hospital  was  at  once  taken 
possession  of  by  a  business  firm  here, 
and  has  ever  since  been  so  controlled. 
The  present  President,  Gammell,  is  a 
member  of  this  firm.  In  this  view  Mr. 
Gammell  states  that  he  is  sustained  by 
the  Law  Department  of  the  city  of 
Providence.  It  would  not  become  me 
to  differ  from  these  learned  legal  gen- 
tlemen. The  people  gave  the  money 
and  the  city,  otherwise  the  community. 
gave  the  land.  Chancellor  Kent  say?. 
"So  a  hospital  created  and  endowed  by 
the  government  for  general  purposes  is 
a  public  and  not  a  private  charity". 
Again,  "A  hospital  founded  by  a  private 
benefactor  is,  in  point  of  law.  a  private 
corporation,    though     dedicated     by     its 
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charter  to  general  charity"  (Kent's 
Commentaries  on  American  Law,  2, 
p75).  Again,  "Hospitals  are  eleemosy- 
nary  corporations— if  the  sovereign  (in 
the  U.  S.,  the  people)  and  a  private  man 
join  in  endowing  an  eleemosynary  in- 
stitution— the  sovereign  alone  shall  be 
the  founder  of  it,  and  alone  can  limit 
the  foundation"  (Stephen's  Laws  oi 
England,  3,  184,  5).  Again,"  "A  master 
of  a  hospital  solely  seized  might  have 
discontinued;  but  one  seized  together 
with  his  brethren  as  a  body  politic  ag- 
gregate never  could"  (Coke's  Institutes 
— Hawkins,  442). 

The  Rhode  Island  Hospital  was  not 
founded  by  a  private  benefactor.  Can 
the  management  legally  throw  out  all 
patients;  or  three-quarters  of  the  pa- 
tients; or  one-half;  or  one-quarter  of 
( them  and  maintain  its  existence  against 
the  people  of  Providence? 

When  this  corporation  petitioned  the 
I  city  ior  land,  on  which  to  build  "a 
;  hospital,  for  the  proper  medical  and 
■  surgical  treatment  of  those  overtaken  by 
-  disease'',  were  contagious  diseases  ex- 
,  cepted? 


When  this  corporation  declared  that 
"the  hospital  was  to  be  furnished  with 
arrangements  for  all  classes  of  patients", 
were  those  sick  with  tuberculosis  or 
other  contagious  diseases  to  be  refused 
admission  ? 

When  this  corporation  declared,  in  its 
petition^  "In  a  city  so  large  as  Provi- 
dence there  will  always  be  considerable 
classes  of  the  population  who,  visited  by 
serious  disease,  must  look  to  a  hospital 
such  as  is  nozv  proposed",  was  it  its 
purpose  to  exclude  all  "contagious"  dis- 
eases? 

Can  a  poor  man  go  to  a  "private" 
hospital  ?  And  the  corporation  said,  "A 
large  portion  of  our  population  are  with- 
out homes".  Where  can  they  go  when 
visited  by  serious  disease? 

The  corporation  declared  that  "it 
should  provide  the  best  medical  and 
surgical  treatment  for  the  rich,  and  for 
the  poor,  for  all  who  are  afflicted  with 
maladies".  Did  that  mean  that  the  cor- 
poration reserved  power  to  select  the 
maladies  to  be  admitted? 

On  these  pledges  the  money  and  the 
lands   were  given   by   the   people  of   the 
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city  of  Providence.  The  hospital  cor- 
poration should  be  forced  to  carry  out 
what  it  suggested,  and  pledged  itself  to 
do,  when  it  asked  for  lands  and  money, 
or  turn  over  ihe  lands  and  the  buildings 
to  the  city  of  Providence  as  the  deed 
requires  — and  the  Law  Department 
ought,  if  possible,  to  force  itself  to  rep- 
resent the  city,  and  not  the  corpora- 
tion. 


a  vote  of  75  to  3.  In  describing  Mr. 
!  Olney  as  a  "master  of  the  principles 
!  of  constitutional  laic'  the  Times  omits 
!  to  mention  that  Olney's  chief  business 
I  is  now,  and  has  always  been,  an  attorney 
j  for  railroads.  Such  journalism  will  cut 
I  its  own  throat,  being  far  worse  than 
I  lying- 


The  Xew  York  Times,  on  the  30th 
September  last,  printed  an  editorial  with 
this  heading,  "The  Lawyer  and  the 
Demagogue".  Thus  it  begins :  '"Wil- 
liam J.  Bryan  enthusiastically  approves ; 
ex-Secretary  Richard  Olney,  dissents 
from,  and  oppose:,  the,  President's  in- 
tention to  have  railroad  freight  rates 
fixed  by  a  Federal  commission". 
"Mr.  Richard  Olney  is  a  master  of  the 
principles  of  constitutional  law",  and 
hence  it  follows  that  the  Times  calls 
Bryan  a  Demagogue ;  and  this  within 
eight  months  of  the  day  when  the  U.  S. 
Senate  passed  the  rate  bill  which  Mr. 
Bryan    so    enthusiastically    approved — by 


To   do   what    Dr.    Chapin,   the    Health 
I  Officer  of  Providence,  did  at  the  medical 
I  convention     in     Boston,     last     week,     in 
■\   writing  and  reading  an   essay   which  he 
j  called  "The  Fetich  of  Disinfection",  re- 
quires study  and  thought,  and  one  other 
quality,    to    wit,    honest    courage,    and    1 
honor  him    for  what  he  did,  which   was 
to    expose    the   nonsense   of    disinfection 
"as    now    done    by    Health    Department- 
after  the   recovery  or  death  of  a  person 
by  some  contagious  disease".     Dr.   Cha- 
pin has  taken  a  step  in  the  right   direc- 
tion, and  taken  it  firmly  and  well.     Tin- 
origin   of    contagious    disease    cannot   be 
traced;  nevertheless,  President  Gammell 
has   assumed  to  trace   it  to  a   couple  of 
children    who   had    scarlet    fever.     Keep 
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clean,  obey  the  natural  laws  and  you  will 
never  be  sick  nor  suffer  pain.  If  Book 
Notes  were  only  larger  it  would  ask 
Dr.  Chapin  to  let  it  print  and  circulate 
ten  thousand  copies  of  his  invaluable 
paper. 

At  this  same  medical  convention  Dr. 
A.  T.  Cabot,  of  Boston,  said :  "Right 
in  our  Back  Bay  drug  stores  44  per 
cent,  of  the  prescriptions  by  physicians 
are  for  patent  medicines.  We  prescribe 
things  we  know  nothing  about".  An- 
other, Dr.  Wood  Hutchinson,  said: 
''The  United  States  Pharmacopeia  is  a 
relic  of  mediaeval  barbarism,  crowded 
with  things  which  belong  with  the 
stuffed  alligator". 

These  things  call  to  mind  what  Dr. 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  said  a  long  time 
ago,  that  if,  with  five  or  six  exceptions, 
the  whole  body  of  medicines  or  drugs 
were  thrown  into  the  sea,  it  would  be 
better  for  mankind,  but  bad  for  the 
fii.hes. 

Gen.  Brayton  ought  at  once  to  have 
a  guardeen  appointed   for  the  Pawtuxet 


Valley  Gleaner.     Read  this: 

"The  time  has  arrived  when  the  com- 
mon people — the  rank  and  file— propose 
to  be  heard  in  matters  pertaining  t.> 
legislation,  and  if  their  duly  elected 
representatives  fail  to  produce  the  kiiwl 
of  goods  that  they  are  authorized  t.> 
make  there  must  be  an  explanation 
forthcoming,  weighted  with  sound  rea- 
soning, before  their  supporters  will 
budge  an  inch  from  their  original  de- 
mands." 

And   this: 

"The  kind  of  Republicanism  that  was 
introduced  by  Abraham  Lincoln  pos- 
sesses the  kind  of  quality  that  the  labor- 
ing members  of  the  party  are  pleased 
with  A.nd  bv  laboring  men  we  mean 
the  rank  and  file  that  make  up  nine- 
tenths  of  its  members. 

'"This  was  the  kind  of  a  party  that 
Rhode  Island  felt  proud  of  for  a  score 
of  years,  or  until  the  rank  and  hie  be- 
gan to  submit  to  the  dictates  oi  a  few. 
Gradually  the  party  came  under  the  con- 
trol of  one  man,  the  duly  elected  Iegis- 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 


as  they  were  known  to 
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iatojrs  came  to  feel  that  they  must  sub-  | 
mil  to  the  influence  of  this  dominating  ; 
spirit,  which  has  placed  many  good  men 
in  a  contemptible  position  before  their 
fellow  citizens  because  they  have  sub- 
mitted to  being  led  about  like  a  sub- 
missive bull,  with  a  ring  in  its  nose." 

Goodness  gracious  !     It  couldn't  hast 
been  worse  if  I  had  written   it  myself. 


I  did  not  need  it;  I  just  bought  it 
to  learn  the  cost;  it  was  a  little  roll  of 
kindling  wood  tied  with  a  stout  cord, 
and  "put  up"  by  the  Standard  Wood 
Company  of  Bradford,  Pa.,  with  an 
office  in  New  York  city.  I  paid  two 
cents  for  it.  I  carefully  computed  the 
cost.  It  was  cheap,  soft  wood,  and  1 
paid  at  the  rate  of  $24.00  a  cord  fur  it. 
The  poor  use  it.  The  rich  man  pays 
$5.00  a  cord  for  his,  the  very  poor  man 
pays  $24.00  a  cord.  And  that  in  a  gov- 
ernment of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for 
the  people.  "Oppression  maketh  a  wise 
man  mad;  and  a  gift  destroyeth  the 
heart.      (Ecclesiastes    /-/-) 


WANTS   THE   LABELS    DATED. 

Mr.  Lodge  pleaded  especially  for  the 
dating  of  labels,  because  the  public  has 
the  right  to  know  what  it  is  buying. 
"If  canned  meat  is  just  as  good  five 
years  after  canning  as  it  is  five  months 
afterward,  why,  it  can't  hurt  these 
tender  creatures,  the  packers,  to  have 
the  public  know  the  age  of  the  article." 

In  LS96,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode 
Island  enjoined  a  railroad  company  for 
putting  certain  figures  upon  egg  boxes, 
and  butter  boxes,  etc.  The  result  was 
that  rotten  eggs  have  been  poured  down 
tlie  throats  of  the  Providence  people 
ever  since.  There  never  was  a  more 
wicked  decree  made  by  a  court. 


The  conditions  at  Peace  Dale  must  be 
gratifying  to  my  excellent  friend,  Credit 
Mobillier  Hazard.  It  is  time  the  name 
of  the  village  should  be  changed — 
there  has  occurred  a  breach  of  the  Peace. 


The  recent  divorce  decision  by  the 
LT.  S.  Supreme  Court  is  heralded  in  the 
newspapers  as  being  the  greatest  divorct 
decision  ever  given  by  any  court.  It 
decides  that  a  divorce,  granted  by  a 
State  court,  is  valid,  and  effective  only 
in  the  State  in  which  it  is  given.  A 
couple,  divorced  here  in  Rhode  Island, 
by  the  proper  court,  is  actually  divorced 
so  far  as  this  State  is  concerned;  but 
let  them  go  to  Rehoboth,  just  over  the 
line  in  Massachusetts,  and  they  are  man 
and  wife  legally.  Court,  or  no  Court, 
such  a  Decision  is  not  a  Decision,  for 
no  such  condition  is  possible  in  these 
United  States. 


liOuk  isOTES  « uuiu  met  mo  names  01 
the  Aldermen,  who  made  the  Police 
Commissioner's  Decision,  in  the  case. 
Cri.sty  vs  Matthews.  For  it  is  the  first 
illustration  of  the  working  of  the  laws 
enacted  at  the  last  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  placing  the  election  of  Police 
Commissioners  in  the  control  of  the 
Aldermen.  The  Decision  is  simply  in- 
famous. The  Police  Commissioners 
were  forced  to  make  it,  or  go  out  of 
office. 

The  Crisly  case  was  downright  rot. 
there  was  no  case.  It  is  the  vilest  legal, 
or  judicial  work  ever    in  Rhode   Island. 

Nash  was  paying  regularly,  money  to 
the  Reverend  gentleman,  to  keep  him 
(Nash)  from  exhibiting  obsence  pictures 
in  violation  of  law ;  how  was  it  possi- 
ble for  the  clergyman  to  act  squarely, 
or  lose  his  salary.  .  These  conditions 
are  destructive  to  Cristy's  case.  The 
police  force  in  Providence  has  in  all 
the  past  years,  been  an  admirable  body  of 
men.  They  are  now  hurt  almost  beyond 
endurance.  Will  the  intelligent  man- 
hood of  Providence  men,  stand  it — 
never'  This  law  was  written  by  the  City 
Solicitor,  as  I  am  informed,  for  certain 
Aldermen;  and  the  Solicitor  worked  it- 
passage  through  the  Senate.  He  has 
no  business  to  do  such  work.  He  prides 
himself    on    his    political     skill,    but    as 
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politics  it  is  simply  destructive — it  will 
destroy  the  Police  Commission — why 
011  earth  did  not  the  Aldermen  and  the 
City  Solicitor  call  in  Jake  the  Jew,  he 
knows  a  thing  or  tew.  What  right  have 
the  Aldermen  to  use  the  City  Solicitor 
to  get  power  for  that  body.  None  what- 
ever. Jake  the  Jew,  would  have  never 
have  allowed  it. 

There  is  positively  no  show  whatever 
for  the  People,  as  things  are  now  fixed 
The  People  want  certain  laws.  They 
can't  ask  the  General  Assembly  to  send 
Senator  Aldrich  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  work  for  the  enactment  of 
those  laws — but  a  "Trust"  can  do  it. 
There  is  something  rotten  in  such  con- 
dition.    Why  elect  men  to  sell  us  out? 


The  Rhode  Island  Hospital  was  not 
founded  by  a  Private  Benefactor,  in 
charity — Free  Treatment  is  charity.  In 
this  hospital  every  patient  is  "squeezed" 
for  all  the  money  possible.  From  Oct. 
i,  1896,  to  Sept.  30,  1905,  the  city  of 
Providence  paid  this  "private"  corpora- 
tion $201,685.97. 


The  action  of  the  Republican  party 
concerning  the  throwing  away  of  silver 
as  a  Fundamental  money  in  1896  against 
Mr.  Bryan  must  have  been  a  valuable 
political  asset.  Look  at  the  result-  in 
Life  Insurance;  the  Rockefeller  Bible 
Class;  the  Fragrant  Beef  Trust;  and 
the  delightful  Tobacco  Trust,  all  these 
came  for  the  salvation  of  the  country, 
from  the  silver  craze  of  1896. 


At  the  June  session  of  the  Warren 
Town  Council,  Col.  C.  W.  Abbott,  Jr., 
one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Warren, 
addressed  the  Council  for  the  returns 
of  the  "Proprietor's  Record,"  which  had 
been  surreptitiously  taken  away  from 
Warren  and  left  at  the  Barrington  Town 
Clerk's  office.  Colonel  Abbott  was  im- 
mediately    elected     a     member    of     the 


"Veterans' "  Historical  Society,  of  which 
the  "Honorable''  Thomas  W.  Bickneil 
is  the  President.  Is  that  "historical" 
politics?  But  what  was  it  that  made 
this  Bickneil  Honorable?  Was  it  the 
political  intrigue,  by  which  in  1S69  he 
overthrew  his  uncle,  Dr.  J.  B.  Chapin, 
then  School  Commissioner,  and  himself 
secured  the  position?  Hib  uncle  had 
befriended  the  "Honorable"  gentleman 
all  his  life;  or  was  it  taking  recently 
the  Sowams  Proprietors  Record  from 
the  Warren  Town  Clerk's  ofrice,  and  re- 
moving it  from  the  town — was  that 
"Honorable?" 


It  gave  me  singular  delight,  the  receipt 
of  this  letter— "Dear  Sir:  This  Library 
has  received  odd  numbers  from  time  id 
time  of  Book  Notes.  We  would  be  glad 
if  you  would  send  the  periodical  to  us 
regularly,  so  that  we  can  keep  the  file 
complete.  'We  will  not  he  able  to  give 
yoti  a  paid  subscription/'  That  came  from 
one  of  the  largest  College  Libraries.. 
Book  Notes  is  not  published  for  money. 
The  subscription  is  ( .50 )  fifty  cents  a 
year.  I  am  delighted  that  this  Library 
wants  it.  I  shall  send  it,  paying  the  sub- 
scription out  of  my  own  impoverished 
pocket. 

There  is  a  scheme  on  foot  to  trans- 
form Roger  Williams  Park  into  some- 
thing akin  to  Crescent  Park — with 
tawdry  music  and  >  vaudeville.  It  is  an 
utter  abomination. 


The  writer  of  Book  Notes  is  as  fami- 
liar with  the  history  of  newspapers  in 
Rhode  Island  as  any  living  man,  and 
I  am  not  boasting.  I  say  that  nothing 
in  the  history  of  newspapers  in  this 
state  equals  the  work  and  its  iesult 
which  has  followed  the  young  men 
who  have  prepared,  transposed,  com- 
posed, and  published  the  Provident? 
Ttibinie.  —  Don't  be  alarmed  young 
men,  because  I  speak  a  kindly  word 
for  you. 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  PLYMOUTH  PATENTS 
AND  HOW  THEIR  PATENTS  INFLUENCED 
THE  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
RHODE    ISLAND. 

Several  Massachusetts  writers  have 
written  histories  of  Plymouth,  but  not 
one  of  these  writers  have  told  truthfully 
the  history  of  these  Patents  and  the 
private  "graft"  which  lay  beneath  every 
one  of  them. 

The  Pilgrims  in  the  Mayflower  set 
sail  finally  from  England  on  the  6th 
of  September,  1620.  No  place  of  land- 
ing had  been  fixed.  In  their  agreement 
before  landing  at  Plymouth  they  state 
that  their  voyage  "was  to  plant  a  colony 
in  the  northern  parts  of  Virginia." 
Captain  Dernier,  a  sea  captain  in  the 
employ  of  Sir  Fernando  Gorges,  had 
strongly  recommended  Plymouth,  a  name 
which  Captain  John  Smith  had  given 
to  the  locality  now  known  as  Plymouth, 
on  his  map  of  the  New  England  coast 
lines  made  in  1616.  While  examining 
this  place  winter  came  fiercely  upon 
them  and  they  landed,  and  New  England 
was"  given  birth.  The  Pilgrims  sailed 
from  England  with  no  charter  nor 
Patent  from  the  King,  whose  prerog- 
ative it  was  to  grant  colonial  charters. 
Scarcely  was  the  Mayflower  out  of  sight 
from  England  when  forty  Englishmen 
sought  from  the  King  a  Patent.  It  was 
granted  on  the  3d  of  November,  1620. 
just  as  the  Mayflower  wras  reaching  the 
coast.     The  grantees  consisted  of  forty 


men,  one  Duke,  two  Marquises,  six 
Earls,  one  Viscount,  three  Lords,  nine- 
teen Sirs  and  eight  Esquires.  Not  one 
of  them  ever  became  a  settler  in  New 
England.  The  names  now  most  familiar 
to  us  among  these  patentees  are  the  Earl 
ot  Warwick  and  Sir  Fernando  Gorges. 
These  forty  Dukes,  Earls,  etc.,  were,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Palfrey,  "men  of  distin- 
guished consequence.''  (Palfrey's  Hist 
N.  E.  1,  193).  They  knew  all  that  was 
to  be  known  concerning  the  destination 
of  the  Pilgrims  and  they  knew  that  no 
Patent  had  been  granted  to  them  by  the 
King.  With  no  purpose  of  emigration, 
these  Dukes  and  Earls,  etc.,  at  once 
sought  and  obtained  a  Patent  from  the 
King.  Their  only  purpose  was  to  extort 
money  from  the  actual  settlers.  The 
lands  covered  by  this  Patent  are  shown 
in  the  following  clause: 

"Wre  therefore  of  Our  especial  Grace 
mere  Motion  and  certain  Knowledge 
grant,  ordaine  and  establish,  that  all  that 
Circuit,  Continent,  Precincts  and  Limitts 
in  America,  lying  and  being  in  Breadth 
from  Forty  Degrees  of  northerly  Latitude 
from  the  Equinoctial  Line,  to  Fourty- 
eight  Degrees  of  the  said  northerly  Lati- 
tude, and  in  Length  by  all  the  Breadth 
aforesaid  throughout  the  Maine  land 
from  Sea  to  Sea.''  (Hazard,  Hist.  Col. 
I..  105.) 

The  lands  covered  by  this  patent  to 
the  distinguished  Dukes  and  Earls  ex- 
tended  from   the  north   line  Of  Virginia 
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— as  Virginia  was  then  known — to  and 
including  all  lands  south  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Saint  Lawrence  river;  and  ex- 
tending from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
oceans.  There  was  not  a  foot  of  land 
upon  which  a  Pilgrim  could  plant  his 
foot  and  be  free  from  these  distinguished 
Dukes  and  Earls.  The  Pilgrims  landed 
at  Plymouth  ignorant  of  the  work  of 
these  Dukes  and  Earls  and  of  their 
fundamental  block  upon  the  plantation. 
Palfrey  declares  that  upon  the  lands  of 
this  corporation,  Bradford  and  his  com- 
panions had  sat  down  without  leave. 
Had  the  Pilgrims  asked  leave,  how  could 
this  corporation  have  grained  leave ; 
itself  not  having  been  created.  It  was 
not  created  until  two  months  after  the 
sailing  of  the  Mayflower.  Mr.  Palfrey 
continues :  "And  they  were  of  course 
liable  to  be  summarily  expelled". 
(Palfrey's  Hist.  New  Eng.,  I,  193.) 
Mr.  Palfrey  does  not  explain  that  not 
one  of  these  Dukes  had  the  shadow  of 
2  right  to-  withhold  a  Pilgrim  from 
landing,  at  the  time  when  the  May- 
flower sailed.  Their  patent  was  an 
afterthought  to  get  a  money  twist  upon 
the   Plymouth   planters.     Nor   had   these 


Dukes  and  Earls  a  shadow  even  of 
power  to  grant  patents,  or  charters  to 
settlers  upon  these  lands.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  fact,  these  Dukes  and  Earls 
granted  four  patents  carrying  these 
Plymouth  lands. 

Before  entering  upon  a  story  of  these 
"Patents,"  as  they  were  called,  I  wish  to 
note  one  condition  of  the  title,  conveyed 
in  the  original.  "The  lands  were  held 
of  the  King  of  England  as  of  the 
manors  of  East  Greenwich  in  the 
County  of  Kent  in  free  and  common 
soccage  and  not  in  capitc,  nor  by 
Knight's  service".  There  were,  as  1 
have  stated,  four  "Patents"  granted,  not 
by  the  King,  but  by  the  Dukes  and 
Earls  holding  under  this  original 
Patent.  But  not  one  of  these  sub- 
Patents  contains  this  manor  of  East 
Greenwich  clause.  If  it  meant  nothing, 
why  was  it  excluded? 

THE    FIRST    PIERCE    "rATEXT". 

The  return  of  the  Mayflower  to  Eng- 
land carried  the  news  of  the  fact  of  the 
planting      at      Plymouth.  Thereupon 

"tlicir  friends"  at  Plymouth,  England, 
obtained  a  patent  for  them,  as  Palfrey 
writes.     (Hist.    N.    E.,    1,    193.)         But 
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Palfrey's  account  is  rank  fiction.  "Their 
Friends"  consisted  of  Thomas  Weston, 
John,  Pierce,  Edward  Pickering,  and 
William  Greene,  not  one  of  whom  ever 
settled  at  Plymouth  in  New  England. 
Concerning  this  "Patent"  Weston  writes 
6,  July  i6ji:  "We  have  procured  you 
a  charter,  the  best  we  could".  (Brad- 
ford's Plym.  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Ed.  107.) 
This  Patent  was  "granted,  not  by  the 
King,  but  by  the  Council  of  Plymouth. 
It  was  dated  June  1st,  1621.  It  ran: 
"To  John  Pierce  and  his  associates  in 
trust  for  the  adventurers".  (Palfrey's 
Hist.  New  Eng.  1,  194.)  Neither  Pierce 
nor  his  adventurers  ever  reached  New 
England,  nor  did  any  actual  settler  ever 
receive  an  acre  of  land.  This  Patent 
was  never  put  into  execution  because 
Pierce  saw  a  chance  for  a  better  job. 
No  friend  of  the  Plantation  ever  had  a 
hand  in  this  first  Pierce  Patent.  Such 
an  idea  is  preposterous. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  ridiculous 
manner  in  which  New  England  history 
has  been  written  I  give  this  specimen 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Abiel  Holmes  : 

"It  has  been  erroneously  supposed  that 


the  Plymouth  Colonists  previous  to  the 
reception  of  this  charter  (meaning  the 
Patent  to  P>radford  of  1629-30)  had  no 
right  to  their  lands  but  what  arose  for 
occupancy.  The  truth  is  that  as  soon 
as  they  knew  of  the  establishment  of  the 
council  of  New  England  they  despatched 
an  agent  to  England  to  apply  for  a 
Patent.  Sir  F.  Gorges  interested  him- 
self in  the  affair  and  the  application  was 
successful.  As  early  as  6  July,  162 1,  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  wrote  to  Gov. 
Carver  of  Plymouth :  "We  have  pro- 
cured you  a  charter,  etc."  This  was 
taken  in  the  name  of  John  Pierce  in 
trust  for  the  colony".  (Holmes'  Amer. 
Annals  1,  p.  253,  Ed.  1805.)  These  last 
statements  are  from  Weston's  letter 
which;  I  have,  cited  above.  How  miich 
genuine  friendship  there  was,  this  Wes- 
ton shall  tell  you.  His  letter  was  written 
10th  of  April,  1622.  Here  is  a  specimen  : 
"I  desired  diverse  of  the  'Adventurers,' 
as  Mr.  Pierce,  Mr.  Greene,  and  others, 
if  they  had  anything  to  send  you,  either 
vitals,  or  leters,  to  send  them  by  these 
ships  (the  Fortune,  the  Charity,  and  the 
Swan),  and  marvelling  they  sent  not  so 
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much  as  r  leter.  I  asked  one  passenger 
what  leters  they  had.  and  with  some 
difficult)-  one  of  them  told  me  he  had 
one,  which  was  delivered  him  with 
great  charge  of  seereeie.  and  for  more 
security  to  buy  a  pair  of  new  shoes  and 
sow  it  betweeri  ye  sole.s  for  fear  of  inter- 
cepting, f,  taking  the  leter,  wondering 
what  misterie  might  he  in  it;  broke  it 
open,  and  found  this  treacherous  letter 
subscribed  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Picker- 
ing and  Mr.  Greene,  which  letter  had  it 
come  to  your  hands  without  answer, 
might  have  caused  ye  hurt,  if  not  the 
ruin  of  us  all — if  you  had  followed  their 
instructions — to  hold  us  in  distrust  as 
enemies".  (Bradford's  Hist.  Plym. 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Ed.  119.)  Here  I 
follow  with  a  few  clauses  from  the 
Pickering  and  Greene  letter  "tapped"  to 
a  shoe :  "From  credible  testimony  we 
are  informed  his  purpose  (Weston's) 
is  to  come  to  your  colonic,  pretending 
he  comes  for,  and  from,  the  Adventurers, 
and  will  seek  to  gett  what  you  have  in 
readiness  into  his  ships,  as  if  they  came 
from    the    company    and    possessing    all, 


will  be  so  much  profit  to  himself,  and 
further  to  informe  themselves  what 
spetiall  places  or  things  you  have  dis- 
covered to  ye  end  that  they  may  sup- 
press and  deprive  you,  etc."  (Bradford's 
Hist.  Plym.  Mass.  Hist.  Sec.  Ed.  120.) 
Such  were  the  friends  which  Palfrey 
says  obtained  the  first  patent.  (Hist. 
N.  E.  193,  V.  1.) 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Abiel  Holmes  is  false 
when  he  says:  "It  has  been  erroneously 
supposed  that  the  Plymouth  settlers  had 
no  rights  to  their  lands  but  what  arose 
from  occupancy".  If  the  lands  had  been 
"theirs"  would  they  have  had  no  rights. 
The  truth  was  that  the  settlers  had  not 
a  shadow  of  a  title.  Again,  he  s-iys 
"the  truth''  is  that  as  soon  as  they  knew 
of  the  establishment  of  the  Council  of 
New  England  they  despatched  an  agent 
to  England  to  apply  for  a  Patent". 
There  is  no  truth  whatever  in  this  story. 
A  Patent  had  been  obtained,  not  from 
the  King,  but  from  the  men  who  had 
secretly  obtained  a  charter  of  the 
entire  lands  now  known  as  the 
Eastern,    Northern  and  Western   States. 
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of  these  United  States.  This  "Patent" 
was  secured  June  ist,  1621,  by  Pierce 
and  Weston,  and  Pickering,  and  Greene, 
hut  not  held  by  the  men  of  Plymouth, 
hut  by  Pierce,  who  was  one  of  the 
"'adventurers*'. 

This  Pierce  Patent  bore  the  signatures 
of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  Sir  Fer- 
nando Gorges,  both  grantees  under  the 
real  Patents  of  James  the  First. 
Holmes  says:  "By  the  agency  of  War- 
wick and  Gorges  Plymouth  Colony  ob- 
tained from  the  Council  of  New  Eng- 
land its  last  Patent''.  It  would  not  be 
possible  to  write  a  statement  more  false 
than   that. 

I  come  now  to  Pierce's  second 
"Patent".  Concerning  it,  Judge  Davis 
says.:  "For  some  unexplained  reason 
Pierce  never  put  it  (his  first  Patent) 
into  execution.  (Morton's  Memorial, 
1826  Ed.,  p.  367.)  Would  the  real  Ply- 
mouth settlers  have  ever  allowed 
Pierce,  a  man  in  England,  whose  only 
interest  was  to  rob  them,  to  hold  in 
himself   ''their'1   lands    in    trust?      Judge 


Davis  continues :  "Concerning  Pierce's 
second  Patent  (really  his  third  Patent) 
informing  us  that  it  was  "surreptitiously 
obtained".  (Morton's  Memorial,  p.  367.) 
But  he  does  not  tell  us,  in  what,  the 
Stealth,  or  Fraud,  consisted.  1  will 
let  Bradford  tell  us:  "This  (John 
Pierce)  was  he,  in  whose  name  their 
first  "Patent"  was  taken.  But  his  name 
was  used  only  in  trust".  (Bradford's 
Mist.,  138).  It  was  in  no  sense  "their 
first  Patent",  it  was  Pierce's  first 
Patent.  Bradford  continues:  "But 
when  he  saw  they  were  here  hopefully 
rested,  and  had  obtained  the  favor 
of  the  Council  of  New  England,  he  goes 
and  sues  them  for  another  Patent  of 
much  larger  extent,  in  their  names, 
which  was  easiiy  oDtameo"'.  (Brad- 
ford's Hist.  138.)  The  word  them 
refers  to  the  Council  of  New  England; 
but  the  word  their  refers  to  the  Ply- 
mouth settlers.  Bradford  continues: 
"But  he  mente  to  keep  it  to  himself  and 
alow  them  what  he  pleased,  to  hold  of 
him    as    tenants,   and    sue    to   his    courts 
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as  cheefe  Lord".  (Bradford's  Hist, 
Plym.  139.)  Here  I  will  call  in  the 
assistance  of  Charles  Deane,  the  editor 
of  the  Mass.  Hist.  Sec.  Ed  of  Bradford's 
History.  Mr.  Deane  writes:  "On  the 
20th  April,  1622,  Pierce  obtained  a  grant 
for  himself  and  associates  as  a  joint  in- 
terest, but  on  the  same  day  gave  this  up, 
ant!  procured  a  Patent,  or  Deed-Pole  of 
the  said  lands  ro  himself,  for  his  Heirs, 
Associates  and  Assignee  for  ever."  Mr. 
Deane  took  this  from  the  manuscript 
journal  of  the  Council  for  New  England. 
But  he  gives  no  authority,  nor  is  his 
statement  correct.  The  manuscript 
record  read:  ''It  appeared  that  upon 
the  said  20th  -day  of  April,  1622,  after 
the  said  Mr,  Pierce  had  interested  the 
said  Adventures  in  the  lands  passed 
unto  him  by  the  said  indenture;  that  he 
yielded  and  surrendered  up  the  said  in- 
denture and  received  the  counterpart 
thereof — and  took  a  Patent  or  deed-pole 
of  the  said  lands  to  himself,  his  heirs, 
associates,  and  assignes  for  ever,  having 
date  the  said  20th  of  April,  1622,  with 
which  surrender  and  new  grant  the 
Adventurers  affirmed  that  they  were  not 
privy  thereto,  and  therefore  conceived 
they  were  deceived  by  Mr.  Pierce". 
(Palfrey's   Hist.  N.  E.  vol.  1,  p.  210.) 

Deane's  error  consists  in  this,  he  says: 
"On  the  20th  of  April,  Pierce  obtained  a 
grant,  but  on  the  same  day  gave  this  up, 
and  procured  a  Patent  or  Deed-Pole  to 
himself,  his  heirs,  etc.,  forever.  He  did 
not  give  up  his  first  Patent  of  20th  April, 
but  transferred  it  to  the  Adventurers, 
and  then  took  out  another,  which  in 
effect  destroyed  his  two  preceding 
document,  and  the  Council  of  New  Eng- 
land was  a  party  to  the  fraud.  A  Deed 
Pole  1   will  explain  later. 

This  proceeding  being  finished  Pierce 
planned  an  expedition  to  New  England. 
He  bought  a  ship,  the  "Paragon",  took 
on  her  upward  of  a  hundred  "adven- 
turers". These  "adventurers"  loaded  the 
ship  with  freight,  on  which  to  speculate 
with  the  actual  settlers.     The  ship  came 


near  being  wrecked  on  this  first  voyage, 
and  returned  to  England,  not  reaching 
New  England.  Soon  after  a  second 
voyage  was  started,  but  here  1  will  let 
Bradford  tell  the  result:  "Pierct-'> 
ship,  the  Paragon,  came  near  foundering 
the  second  time,  and  he  went  back  with 
her  to  England  ag'ain.  Thereupon  Brad- 
ford writes:  "What  ye  event  will  ap- 
pear from  one  of  ye  cheefe  of  ye  com- 
pany (with  Pierce  on  the  Paragon) 
dated  9th  April  1623.  1  will  now  let  the 
Adventurers  tell  their  story  of  the  wcrk 
of  Pierce : 

"Now  with  great  trouble  and  loss  we 
have  got  Mr.  John  Pierce  to  assign  over 
ye  grande  Patent  to  ye  company  (of 
adventurers  upon  the  ship)  which  he 
had  taken  in  his  own  name  and  made 
quite  voyd  his  former  grant.  I  am  sorry 
to  write  how  many  here  think  that  ye 
hand  of  God  was  justly  against  him  both 
ye  first  and  ye  2  time  of  his  return ;  in 
regard  he  whom  you,  and  we  so  con- 
fidently trusted,  but  only  to  use  his 
name  for  ye  company,  should  aspire  to 
be  Lord  over  us  all,  and  so  make  you 
and  us  tenants  at  his  will,  and  pleasure, 
our  assurance,  (security)  or  patente  be- 
ing quite  voyd  and  disannulled,  by  his 
means;  his  unwillingness  to  part  with 
his  Royal  Lordship,  and  the  high  rate  he 
set  it  at,  which  was  £500,  which  cost  him 
but  £50,  makes  many  speak  and  judge 
him  harshly".  (Bradford's  Hist.  Plym. 
139-140.)  Bradford,  .  concerning  the 
statement,  says  :  "These  were  their  own 
words  and  judments  of  this  man's 
(Pierce's)    dealings   and   proceedings.'" 

Mr.  Palfrey  attempts  to  overthrow 
this  deal  by  saying:  "Recent  historians 
have  said  that  the  "adventurers"  bought 
Pierce's  Patent  for  £500.  But  this,  I 
suppose,  was  but  a  hasty  interpretation 
of  language  in  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
"adventurers"  who  (Bradford,  lA0^ 
speaks  of  Pierce's  "unwillingness  to  part 
with  his  Royal  Lordship,  and  the  high 
rate  he  set  it  at,  which  was  £s°°- 
Though    this    was    what    he   began    with 
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asking.  I  have  seen  no  proof  that  he  j 
ever  got  it.''  (Palfrey's  Hist.  New  Eng. 
210.)  The  proof  lay  in  this  same  letter,  ! 
in  a  clause  which  Palfrey  failed  to  re- 
produce. The  writer  of  the  letter  said: 
"Now  with  great  trouble  and  loss  zee 
have  got  Mr.  John  Pierce  to  assigne 
over  ye  grande  Patent".  The  proof  that 
he  received,  lies  in  the  fact  that  he 
transferred. 

(To  be  continued.) 


The  electrocution  of  Charles  L. 
Tucker  eliminated  the  personality  from 
the  discussion  of  his  ca.^e.  His  death 
in  this  way  may  have  been  the  cause 
of  his  existence;  by  death,  things 
sometimes  "may  be  accomplished;  which 
a  long  life  might  never  do.  It  is  time 
that  Massachusetts  reformed  some  of 
its  judicial  practice;  and  this  reforma- 
tion Tucker's  death  may  accomplish. 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  "Judge  Shel- 
don of  the  Supreme  Court,  who 
was  one  of  the  trial  justices  at  the 
prosecution  of  Charles  L.  Tucker  for  the 
murder  of  Mabel  Page,  made  some  in- 
teresting comments  yesterday  on  the  im- 
portance of  circumstantial  evidence  be- 
fore the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
at  its  annual  dinner  in  Mechanics'  Hall. 
He  said  that  each  link  in  a  chain  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  might  not  demon- 
strate the  truth  of  a  conclusion  formed 
from  a  consideration  of  all  the  evidence, 
but  that  each  link  must  be  able  to  bear 
the  weight  of  the  entire  conclusion." 

The  "each  link''  in  a  chain  of  circum- 
stantial evidence  is  axiomatic.  Will  the 
"'Stick  Pin  Link"  evidence  (if  I  may  call 
it  evidence),  bear  the  weight  of  the  en- 
tire conclusion?  And  this  to  be  followed 
by  Governor  Guild,  by  calling  these  same 
judges  to  teach  him,  the  Governor,  that 
they  had  made  no  error.  It  is  time  to 
end   such   work. 


Both  the  Journal  and  the  Bulletin  of 
June  15th,  1906,  contain  "General  Bray- 
ton's  Reply  to  Colonel  Goddard's  Letter. 
I    reproduce   a    few   paragraphs: 

"On  the  tariff  question  this  letter  is 
inconsistent  entirely,"  declared  General 
Brayton  more  seriously.  He  says  he  i^ 
in  accord  with  both  parties  on  certain 
matters,  but  he  doesn't  say  what  those 
matters  are.  How  do  we  knew  whether 
he  is  in  accord  or  not?  He  says  he  be- 
lieves in  the  views  of  the  Massachusetts 
tariff  reformers,  but  what  doe^  that 
mean  to  the  fellows  over  in  the  Third 
Ward?  Why  doesn't  he  tell  us  what 
the  Massachusetts  _  views  are  that  he 
agrees  with?  We  have  heard  that  the 
Massachusetts  tariff  reformers  want  free 
hides.  What  then?  Do  they  want  free 
hides  so  they  can  make  a  bigger  profit 
on  their  shoes,  or  do  they  want  it  so 
the  operatives  in  Colonel  Goddard's  mills 
and  other  workingmen  can  buy  .  shoes 
cheaper?  What  is  the  revision  in  the 
tariff  schedule  that  he  says  is  demanded? 
Is  it  a  reduction  in  the  tariff  so  that  all 
goods  can  be  sold  cheaper  except  those 
manufactured  by  Colonel  Goddard  and 
his   friends? 

"He  says  he  has  no  sympathy  with  a 
condition  that  encourages  manufacturers 
to  sell  their  goods  for  a  higher  price  in 
this  country  than  they  demand  abroad. 
Does  he  mean  to  include  the  sewing 
machines  made  at  Brown  &  Sharpe's? 
Mr.  Sharpe  is  a  particular  friend  of 
Colonel  Goddard,  and  it  is  a  notorious 
fact  that  they  are  charging  a  higher  price 
for  their  sewing  machines  here  than  they 
are  across  the  water." 

That  General  Brayton  should  write 
words  upon  the  tariff  so  true,  and  which 
are  in  the  exact  line  which  in  Book 
Notes  I  have  so  long  maintained  seems 
extraordinary;  and  not  less  marvellous 
that  these  papers  should  print  them.  The 
fiercest  anger  that  I  ever  faced,  was 
brought  upon  me  by  the  sewing  machine- 
matter  ;  and  by  Lucian  Sharpe,  one  of 
my  longest,  truest,  and  best  friends. 


to 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  PLYMOUTH  PATENTS 
AND  HOW  THEIR  PATENTS  INFLUENCED 
THE  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
RHODE   ISLAND. 

(Continued  from  page  119.) 

Palfrey,  writing  in  1856,  tells  us  what 
''recent  historians  have  said".  He  re- 
fers, of  course,  to  Judge  Davis,  who ; 
edited  the  edition  of  Morton's  Memo- 
rial, in  1S26.  Davis,  writing  in  1826, 
copied  his  statement  from  Prince's  An- 
nals, written  in  1736,  but  he  failed  to 
give  credit  to  Prince.  I  will  reproduce 
what  Prince  said,  to  wit :  'Tierce  sailed 
Dec.  22,  1622,  upon  his  second  attempt; 
tempestuous  weather  about  the  middle 
of  February  obliged  them  to  cut  her 
masts  and  return  to  Port,  having  on 
board  109  souls,  with  Mr.  Pierce  him- 
self. Upon  which  great  and  repeated 
loss  and  disappointment,  he  is  prevailed 
upon  for  five  hundred  pounds  to  resign 
his  patent  to  the  company,  which  cost 
him  Fifty  pounds"  (Prince's  Annals. 
ed.  1726,  pp.  217-218); 

The  reckless  misuse  of  terms  in  all 
these  early  writers  of  Plymouth  history 
is  very  misleading.  I  will  give  a  few 
illustrations : 

"In  trust  for  the  adventurers,"  by 
"Pierce  and  his  associates"  (Palfrey's 
N.  E.  1,  193,  4). 

Weston  wrote  to  Gov.  Carver,  "We 
have  procured  for  you"  (Bradford's 
Hist.  Plym.  Ma^s.  Plist.  Sac.  ed.  107). 

"Got  Pierce  to  assign  this  second  Grand 


Patent  to  the  Company."  This  was  writ- 
ten by  Judge  Davis,  in  1826,  as  a  note 
(Morton's  Memorial,  Davis  ed.  p.  97). 
Davis  took  this  statement  from  a  letter 
in  Bradford's  History'  (p.  139).  The 
letter  reads,  "We  have  got  Mr.  John 
Pierce  to  assign  over  ye  grande  patente 
to  ye  companie."  Unfortunately  Brad- 
ford does  not  explain  to  whom  the  word 
We  refers ;  nor  to  what  companie  the 
writer  referred.  The  we  means  the 
"adventurers"  in  England,  and  the 
"Company"   was   themselves. 

The  word  "Company"  as  above  used 
meant  the  "adventurers"  on  Pierced 
ship  (Prince's  Annals  1,  136). 

Mr.  Deane,  the  Editor  of  Bradford's 
History,  states,  "With  this  proceeding 
the  'adventurers'  in  Plymouth  Colony 
find  fault  and  conceive  themselves  de- 
ceived by  Pierce.  It  appears  also  that 
the  Colony  was  called  in  England, 
Pierce's  Plantation." 

Davis  was  a  U.  S.  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  at  Boston,  Mass.,  forty-six 
years.  The  word  company  here  used  re- 
ers  to  the  "adventurers"  on  the  ship 
with  Pierce,  and  not  to  the  settlers  at 
Plymouth. 

"To     Bradford     and     his     associates" 

(Young's  Chronicles  of  Plymouth,  2y^ 

"A    Patent    was    issued    to    Bradford, 

the   Governor  of  Plymouth,  and  his  as- 

I    sociates"    (Bailey's    Hist.    Plym.    Bk.    1. 

J    p.   187).     Such  a  statement   rs  absolutely 

1    false.      This    Patent    was    not    issued    to 


122 


Bradford  as  Governor,  but  to  him,  his 
'"Heirs,  associates  and  assigns"  in  his 
private  civil   capacity. 

Mr.  Deanc,  in  describing  this  second 
Fierce  patent,  or  Deed  Pole,  as  he  calls 
it,  leads  me  to  discover,  if  I  can,  in 
what  a  Deed  Poll  consisted.  The  \vord 
js  Poll  and  not  Pole.  Blackstone  de- 
scribes it  as  being  "A  Deed  made  by 
one  party  only  and  not  indented,  but 
polled  or  shaved  quite  even  is  called  a 
Deed  Poll,  or  single  Deed"  (Commenta- 
ries on  English  Law  2,  296) .  But  this 
is  not  sufficiently  clear.  In  1736,  a  Deed 
Poll  was  defined  as  being  ''Polled  and 
is  a  single  plain  Deed  unindented,  show- 
ing that  only  one  of  the  parties  has  put 
his  hand  and  seal  to  it  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned  '  (Baileys  Dictionary 
1736).  A  Deed  Poll  is  further  and 
more  clearly  defined  by  Mr.  Jacobs, 
"Deeds  are  of  two  sorts,  Deeds  indented 
and  Deeds  Poll — a  Deed  not  indented, 
at  that  time,  related  only  to  one  busi- 
ness, or  contract.  It  might  transfer 
property,  but  not  create  in  addition  a 
government.  A  Deed  Poll  was  not  a 
Patent,  nor  a  Charter.  Such  in  fact 
were   both    the    Pierce    "Patents".      The 


New  England  Council,  was  a  Corpora- 
tion, it  has  no  power  to  grant  either 
Patents  or  Charters.  Nevertheless,  1 
fail  to  see  how  Deane  could  say  that 
this  second  Charter  was  a  Deed  Poll, 
he  never  having  seen  it  (Mass.  Mist. 
Coll.  Ser.  3,  v.  4,  p.  139).  The  Coun- 
cil Record  shows  Pierce  delivered  his 
first  deed  of  April  20th  to  the  adventur- 
ers receiving  the  counterpart  thereof, 
which  means  that  it  was  indented,  or 
cut  irregularly  across  the  top,  and  that 
piece  he  retained.  It  bound  him  to  a 
contract,  then,  after  that  he  took  an- 
other patent  which  was  a  plain  deed 
under  which  the  grantor  was  under  no 
contract  (Palfrey's  Hist.  N.  E.  v.  1, 
p    210). 

There  were,  in  tact,  what  the  writers 
of  Plymouth  history  considered  five 
Plymouth  Patents.  But  among  them  all 
there  was  but  one  real  Patent.  It  was 
that  given  by  James  the  First  on  the  3d 
of  November,  1620.  There  were  three 
Pierce  Patents,  accounts  of  which  I  have 
given.  The  first,  dated  June  21st,  1620, 
running  "in  trust  to  Pierce  and  his  asso- 
cites  (all  these  in  England)  for  the 
benefit     of     the     colony."      The     second, 


^bte  Banft  fe  not  a  .Stagnant  pool,  it  rests 
upon  a  beb  of  6o\b 
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dated  20th  of  April,  1622,  running-  "to 
John  Pierce  and  his  associates.''  On  the 
same  day,  having  transferred  this  second 
patent  to  the  adventurers,  Pierce  takes 
out  his  third  Patent.  It  was  dated  on 
the  same  day  as  the  second,  to  wit,  20th 
April,  1622,  and  it  ran  "to  John  Pierce, 
his  heirs,  associates  and  assignes  for- 
ever. Saving  the  first,  and  only  real 
patent,  all  were  given  by  the  New  Eng- 
land Council  and  were  mere  deeds  poll, 
having  no  power  of  government  nor  of 
charters.  A  chartered  corporation  has 
no  power  to  create  a  corporation  subject 
to  itself. 

The  group  of  adventurers  formed  at 
Plymouth.  England,  to  prey  upon  the 
settlers  of  Plymouth,  in  New  England, 
was  formed  in  1622.  A  list  of  them  is 
printed  (Mass.  Hist.  Col.  v.  4,  Ser.  3,  p. 
213).  There  were  forty-two  men,  chiefly 
unknown.  This  group  acquired  the  own- 
ership of  the  Second  Pierce  Patent  in 
1622.  But  dissentipn  arose  and  became 
so  fierce  that  "the  company  of  adventur- 
ers broke  in  pieces  hereupon."  The  time 
was  the  beginning  of  the  year  1625. 

From  this  time  Bradford  began  schem- 


ing for  the  possession  of  a  Patent,  and 
it  was  these  schemes  which  led  him 
to  concieve  the  working  of  his  own. 

The  title  in  the  third  Pierce  Patent 
ran  to  "his  heirs,  associates  and  as- 
signs forever."  Bradford  thus  describes 
it.  "He  (Pierce)  'mente'  to  keep  it  to 
himself  and  alow  them  (the  real 
planters)  what  he  pleased  to  hold  of 
him,  as  tenants,  and  to  sue  to  his  courts 
as  Cheefe  Lord."  (Bradford's  I  list.  X. 
E.   138,  9-) 

Bradford  then  took  out  his  Patents; 
he  followed  Pierce's  third  Patent  in  the 
matter  of  title  exactly.  It  ran  to  ''Brad- 
ford, his  heirs,  associates  and  assignes, 
for  ever."  How  much  better  was  that 
than  Pierce's  scheme,  which  Bradford 
says,  "aspired  to  be  Lord  over  us  all 
and  so  make  you  and  us  tenants  at  his 
will."      (Bradford's   Plist.    Plym.    139). 

Miles  Standish  being  in  England  in 
1625,  began  operations.  Bradford  has 
so  informed  us.  "This  year  (1626), 
they  sent  Mr.  Allerton  into  England 
and  gave  him  order  to  make  composi- 
tion with  ye  adventurers  upon  as  good 
terms    as    he    could;    unto    which    some 
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way  had  been  made  ye  year  before 
(1625)  by  Captaine  Standish."  (Brad- 
ford Hist  Plym.  210).  The  "Advent- 
urers'* sold  out  "all  and  every  ye  stocks, 
shares,  land,  marchandise  and  chatles, 
whatsoever,  to  ye  said  adventurers,*' 
whom  Allerton  represented.  The  sum 
agreed  upon  was  Eighteen  Hundred 
pounds  sterling  (£1800).  Two  Hundred 
pounds  sterling  to  be  paid  annually 
(£200).  The  contract  was  signed  15th 
November,  1626."  (Bradford's  Hist. 
Plym.,  212,  213).  The  next  year  Aller- 
ton was  again  sent  to  England  (1627). 
He  was  given  full  power  to  conclude 
the  bargaine  of  November,  1626,  and 
personal  bonds  were  sent  for  ye  paiment 
of  the  money.  "Also  hp  had  nrder  to 
procure  a  Patent  for  a  Trading  Place 
in  ye  river  of  Kenebeck,  etc".  (Brad- 
ford's Hist.  Plym.  221). 

Allerton  was  assistant  to  Gov,  Brad- 
ford and  kept  in  service  by  Bradford 
for  years  a  mere  political  tool. 

Bradford  says,  '"Ye  Gove''  (himself) 
and  their  cheefe  friends  had  serious  con- 
sideration how  they  might  discharge 
those  greate.  ingagements,   which  lay   so 


heavily  upon  them.  To  effect  which 
they  resolved  to  rune  a  high  course  and 
of  great  adventure,  which  was  to  hire  ye 
trade  of  ye  company  for  certaine  years 
and  in  that  time,  to  pay  that  ii.Soo  and 
all  ye  rest  of  ye  debt  that  then  lay 
upon  ye  Plantation,  and  so  set  them 
free.  They  called  the  company  together 
and  made  it  clearly  appear  zchat  their 
debts  ivcre,  and  upon  what  terms  they 
would  undertake  to  pay  them  all  in  such 
a  time  and  set  them  clear;  but  their 
oilier  ends  they  were  fainc  to  keepe  se- 
crete, having  only  privately  acquainted 
seme  of  their  trusty  friends  therewith." 
So  after  some  agitation  of  the  thing 
with  ye  company,  it  was  yeelded  unto." 
(Bradford's  Hist.  Plym.  226).  The 
"trusty  friends"  to  whom  the  secret  of 
the  new  Patent  was  entrusted  were 
Bradford,  Standish,  Allerton,  Winslow, 
Brewster,  Howland,  Alden,  Prince,  and 
in  England  were  Sherley,  Beauchamp, 
Andrews  and  Hatherty.  (Bradford's 
Hist.,   Plym.  227). 

Allerton  spent  a  large  part  of  the  year 
162S  in  his  "proceedings  about  ye  in- 
largement  and  confirming  of  their  patent. 
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both  at  home  and  Kenebcck.  Much 
time  and  money  was  expended  about  it, 
yet  he  kept  it  unaccomplisht  this  year." 
(Bradford's  Hist.  Plym.  250).  I  come 
now  to  the  Bradford  Patent.  It  was 
issued  13th  January,  1629-30,  and  was 
signed  only  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick. 
There  are  two  forms  of  transfers  used, 
one  "to  the  said  William  Bradford,  his 
Heirs,  associates  and  assigns,"  the  other 
"To  the  said  William  Bradford  and  his 
associates".  The  first  form  was  used 
solely  in  conveying  and  comfirming  the 
title  to  the  Plymouth  lands  thus:  "Have 
given  granted,  bargained,  sould,  en- 
feoffed, allotted,  assigned  and  set  over, 
and  by  these  presents  doe  clecrely  and 
absolutely  give,  graunte,  bargaiue,  sell, 
alien,  en-feoffe,  allott,  assigne  and  con- 
fiVme  unto  the  said  William  Bradford, 
His  Heirs,  associates  and  assigns,  all 
that  Part  of  New  England,  etc." 
(Hazard,  1,  p.  300).  "To  Have  and  To 
Hold  the  said  Tract  and  Tracts  of  Lands 
and  all  and  singular  the  Premises 
above       menconed       to       be       graunted 


with  their  and  every  of  their  appurte- 
nances, to  the  said  William  Bradford,  his 
Heirs,  associatts,  and  assigns  for  ever, 
to  the  only  proper  and  absolute  use,  and 
behoofe  of  the  said  William  Bradford, 
His  Heirs,  associtts  and  assigns  for 
ever."     (Hazard,  1,  p.  301.) 

The  second  form  of  transfer  is  never 
used  in  the  transfer  of  the  fee,  but  in  a 
general  form  as  "Bradford  and  his  asso- 
ciates have  for  nine  years  lived,  etc.,  or 
in  the  structure  or  the  work  of  the 
government.  The  Patent  provides  that 
"wee  the  said  council  appoint  Myles 
Standish,  Edward  Winslow,  .  John 
Howlande,  and  John  Alden,  or  any  of 
them  to  be  our  true  and  lawful  attorney 
to  enter,  and  take  possession  in  our 
names,  and  in  our  names  to  ucloei  the 
full  and  peaceable  possession,  unto  the 
said  William  Bradford,  his  heirs,  asso- 
ciates, and  assignees".  (Hazard's  Hist. 
Col,  1,  303.)'  Myles  Standish  was  given 
the  sole  power  of  attorney.  The  others 
only  to  act  in  case  Standish  was  absent. 
But  every  one  of  these  "attorneys"  were 
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members    with    Bradford    of    the    secret 
cabel. 

Notwithstanding  this  plain  sale  and 
transfer  of  the  Patent  to  Bradford,  he 
has  himself  stated  in  his  history:  '"Ye 
Patente  was  taken  in  ye  name  of  William 
Bradford,  as  in  trust".  The  Patent  con- 
tains no  such  provision.  The  title  to  all 
Plymouth  lands  runs  solely  to  Bradford 
and  his  heirs,  and  to  such  associates  and 
assignes  as  Bradford  and  his  heirs 
might  select,  or  to  whom  they  might 
sell  the  land.  (Bradford's  Hist.  Plym. 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.  Ser.  4,  v.  3, 
P-  373-) 

Before  this  last  Patent  was  granted 
the  government  was  fixed  in  Bradford. 
Tn  Tf>^t  the  English  "Adventurers"  wrote 
to  Bradford:  "As  the  power  of  govern- 
ment is  fallen  upon  you,  both  by  lot  and 
descent".  (Bradford  Letter  Book,  p.  28.) 

But  Hutchinson  gives  the  true  state- 
ment :  "The  Patent  from  the  council 
of  Plymouth  gave  good  rights  to  the 
soil,  but  no  power  of  government". 
Hutchinson's  Hist.  Mass.  Bay,  1795, 
v.  1,  p  16.) 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  my  subject 
I  will  give  one  more  illustration  of  the 
matter  of  title  in  Bradford.  "The  said 
William  Bradford,  his  heirs,  associates 
and  assignes  forever,  was  to  have  and 
to  hold,  to  the  only  proper  and  absolute 
use,  and  hehoofe  of  the  said  Bradford, 
his  heirs,  associates  and  assignes  for- 
ever". Again:  "His  agents,  factors, 
tenants  and  servants,  and  all  such  as  he 
shall  send — shall  and  may,  freely  and 
lawfully  give  and  return,  trade  and 
traffic,  as  well  with  the  English,  as 
with  the  natives".  The  words  "absolute 
use  and  behoofe"  have  the  peculiar 
meaning  ''advantage  or  is  profitable''  of 
course  to  Bradford."  (Hazard's  Hist. 
Col.  1,  301.) 

If  the  money,  or  bonds,  for  eighteen 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  which  was 
sent  secretly  to  the  English  ''Adven- 
turers"   had    been    contributed    by     the 


Freemen  of  Plymouth,  in  New  England, 
would  they  have  permitted  Bradford,  or 
any  other  man,  to  hold,  for  himself,  and 
his  heirs  forever  every  acre  of  land  in 
the  colony?  Such  a  supposition  is  im- 
possible to  be  believed. 

(To  be  continued.) 


What's  the  use  of  talking  about  the- 
evils  of  divorce;  why  not  discuss  awhile 
the  utter  rottenness  of  married  life,  and 
hang  a  few  men  for  the  destruction  of 
female  fourteen-year-old  children;  i: 
has  been  done  in  this  town.  Go  and 
read  an  editorial  in  the  July  Century  on 
the  "Hypocrisy  of  the  Family  in  Amer- 
ica." 


In  case  you  wish  to  see  how  Italian- 
are  used  politically  here  in  Providence, 
looked  at  the  lists  of  Petitioners  for 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Albert  Baker 
to  the  position  of  City  Solicitor.  It  was 
printed  by  the  Journal  18th  April,  190^. 
These  557  names,  largely  of  Italians, 
many  of  whom  could  scarcely  write  a 
word  in  English  and  not  one  of  whom 
knew  anything  of  the  capacity  of  Mr. 
Baker  for  the  position.  A  position 
carrying  a  salary  of  $6000  a  year.  Such 
work  may  be  good  politics,  but  a  bad 
investment  for  the  people.  Consider  a 
moment  the  Ice  Trust  here  and  the 
smoke  nuisance,  both  intolerable  and 
practically   neither   touched. 


There  is  in  the  July  Century  a 
paper  written  by  L.  H.  Bailey,  Direc- 
tor of  the  School  of  Agricultural  at 
Cornell,  entitled  "Why  Do  the  Boys 
Leave  the  Farm?"  This  question  in  this 
country  is  of  tremendous  consequaKe. 
and  must  be  handled  in  the  near  future. 
If  you  wish  to  see  here  in  Rhode  Island 
an  object  lesson  for  American  boys.  go 
to  Pocasset  (it  costs  but  ten  cents)  and 
sec  what  the  Italians  have  done  and  are 
doing. 
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The  News-Democrat  oi  July  13th  in- 
terviewed the  Secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  Dr.  Swarts,  concerning 
the  adulterated  products  of  the  beef 
trust,  as  canned  and  sold  to  us,  and  thus 
declares  "while  Massachusetts  and  other 
States  may  protect  the  public  from  in- 
jurious and  adulterated  products  of  the 
meat  trust,  Rhode  Islanders  are  depend- 
ent wholly  upon  their  individual  knowl- 
edge, and  reports  from  other  States  re- 
garding the  wholebOineness  of  particular 
brands."  The  News- Democrat  resting 
upon  this  statement  from  Dr.  Swarts. 

"The  Rhode  Island  State  Board  of 
Health  has  no  apparatus  for  making 
such  tests  as  were  made  in  Massachu- 
setts,'' said  Dr.  Swarts,  "no  appropria- 
tion for  conducting  them,  if  we  had  the 
apparatus,  and  no  State  law  under  which 
prosecutions  could  be  conducted  if  con- 
ditions were  found  like  those  in  Massa- 
chusetts. We  may  examine  vinegar, 
mustard  and  milk,  and  that  about  marks 
our  limitations. 

"If  there  were  sufficient  popular  pres- 
sure brought  to  bear,  the  Legislature 
might  be  induced  to  clothe  the  board 
with  authority  to  act  and  give  it  the 
necessary  facilities  and  cash  ;  but  when- 
ever we  ask  for  more  money  we  are 
generally  met  with  the  assertion  that 
'the  board  is  getting  enough  money 
from   the  State.' 

'T  do  not  see  how  we  could  do  any- 
thing before  the  Legislature  meets,  even 
if  we  wanted   to  look  into   this  matter." 

I  beg  to  suggest  to  both,  Dr.  Swarts 
and  the  News-Democrat,  the  following 
extracts  of  existing  Rhode  Island  laws: 

"The  Board  of  Health  shall  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  interests  of  life  and 
health  among  the  citizens  of  the  State;" 
again  "the  Board  shall  make  investiga- 
tion into  the  causes  of  disease;"  again 
"the  Board  shall  do  all  in  their  power  to 
ascertain  the  causes  and  the  best  means 
of  the  prevention  of  disease  of  every 
kind  in  the  State." 


The  board  must  investigate  such  mat- 
ters relating  to  public  health,  as  are  re- 
ferred to  it  by  the  General  Assembly  or 
the  Governor.  The  board  shall  investi- 
gate the  subject  of  disease  among  cat- 
tle." 

This  expense  certified  by  the  chair- 
man and  approved  by  the  Governor 
shall  be  paid  by  the  State  treasury. 
(General  Laws  of  R.  I.,  1896  p.  p. 
322-2,2$).     Now   comes  the  punishment: 

"Every  person  who  shall  sell  any 
kind  or  diseaser,  corrupted,  adulterated, 
or  unwholesome  provisions,  without 
making  the  same  known  to  the  buyer, 
shall  be  imprisoned  not  over  six  months 
or  be  fined  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
dollars  for  each  offence."  General 
Laws.    1896,   pp.    1005). 

1  venture  to  suggest  that  Dr.  Swarts 
is  wholly  in  error.  The  laws  are  ade- 
quate— and  under  them  the  State  Board 
of  Health  is  bound  to  act — else  why  ib 
it   called  a   Board  of  Health? 


Mr.  Charles  Dormon  Robinson,  whose 
illustrations  (one  of  them  reproduced 
in  color  from  the  original  pastel)  of  the 
San  Francisco  fire  will  appear  in  the 
August  Century,  has  seen  his  home  city 
burn  four  times.  He  was  in  the  fires 
of  1S51,  1853  and  185.4,  a^  well  as  in  the 
much  greater  catastrophe  of  1906.  Mr. 
Robinson  succeeded  in  making  a  paint- 
ing of  the  recent  fire  when  it  was  at  its 
greatest  height,  on  Thursday  night  from 
eleven  to  three  in  the  morning.  He 
painted  thirteen  pastels  also1,  several  of 
which  the  August  Century  will  repro- 
duce. 


"Expert"  testimony  is  neither  more 
nor  less  than  that  of  a  "Hired  Witness." 
Is  a  litigant  likely  to  hire  a  witness  un- 
less his  testimnoy  will  be  favorable  and 
known  insanity  experts  can  be  hired  for 
or  against,  just  as  lawyers  can  be  hired, 
the  actual  facts  having  no  bearing  what- 
ever under  the  contract. 
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It  is  an  extraordinary  circumstance 
that  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly 
should  appropriate  money  to  set  up  a 
monument  to  perpetuate  the  alleged 
founding  of  a  Baptist  meeting  house  in 
Massachusetts  half  a  century  after  the 
construction  of  two  such  meeting  houses 
in  Rhode  Island. 


Not  one  paper  in  Rhode  Island  has 
given  together  Reid's  nasty  attack  on 
William  J.  Bryan  on  the  4th  of  July 
in  London,  with  Bryan's  retort  which 
was  instantaneous,  masterly  and  de- 
structive. 


Some  newspapers  are  advocating  the 
making  a  burglary  a  capital  offence. 
Burglary  is  honorable  when  compared 
with  the  working  of  Wall   Street. 


The  Ne'ws-Dcmocrat  seems  to  con- 
sider American  pauperism  as  "  being- 
superior  to  Russian  pauperism,  doubt- 
less because  American  "graft"  is  so 
much  superior  to  the  '"graft"  of  any 
other  nation  now   in  existence. 


The  Government  has  played  the  Peo- 
ple falsely.  So  Rockefeller  is  coming 
back  into  the  United  States.  Mow  long 
are  the  American  People  going  peaceful- 
ly to  submit?  Both  Rockefeller.-,  had 
skipped  the  country,  now  both  have  re- 
turned. 


The  Journal  of  the  24th  inst.,  informs 
us  of  the  action  of  the  officials  of  the 
Consolidated  Railroad,  in  compliance 
with  complaints  of  Supervising  En- 
gineer Chadwick  under  the  Senate  act. 
Never  has  this  smoke  nuisance  by  this 
Railroad  been  worse  than  it  has  been 
since  this  stuff  was  published,  but  in 
what  consists  the  danger  to  these  cor- 
porations if  neither  Atty.  Gen.  Green- 
ough  nor  City  Solicitor  Baker  will  act 
under  this   Statute? 


THE  SMOKY  CITY  IS  MY  NEST. 
Anita  Fitch  in  the  August  Century. 
The   smoky  city  is   my  nest : 
The  street  is  my  country  lane. 
The  buildings  are  my  blue  hills, 
The  little  lights  are  my  stars.  . 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  PLYMOUTH  PATENTS 
AND  HOW  THEIR  PATENTS  INFLUENCED 
THE  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
RHODE    ISLAND. 

(Continued  from  page  126.) 
Mr  Bradford  has  preserved  for  us  a 
letter  written  by  James  Sherley,  an 
English  member  of  the  secret  cable, 
who  writes:  "Some  of  your  letters  I 
received  in  July,  and  some  since — but 
not  until  our  Maine  business,  ye  Patent, 
was  granted,  I  could  not  settle  my  mind, 
nor  pen,  to  writing".  He  continues : 
"The  King  (Charles  the  First)  agreed 
to  confirm  the  grant",  but  he  procrasti- 
nated until  at  last  he  refused,  and  "the 
powers  of  government  exercised  were 
derived  from  no  higher  authority  than 
that  by  which  the  compact  on  the  May- 
flower was  made".  (Mass.  Hist.  Col. 
Ser.  4,  v.  3,  p.  251.)  This  last  clause 
was  written  by  Charles  Deane,  the  editor 
of  Bradford's  History  of  Plymouth.  By 
his  adroit  use  of  language,  he  sup- 
presses the  fact  that  the  King  refused 
his  consent  to  a  grant  of  political  power 
by  the  council  of  Plymouth.  Mr.  Sher- 
ley continues:  "With  no  small  some  of 
money  obtained  I  this  freedom,  for  by 
ye  way  was  many  ridells,  must  be  re- 
solved, and  many  locks  must  be 
opened,  with  ye  silver  ney  ye  golden 
key".  (Bradford's  Hist.  Plym.,  p.  251.) 
I  will  present,  the  claim  of  the  Bradford 
"Patents,  concerning  government,  but  I 
must  affirm  that   it  had  no  legal  force, 


and  Charles'  Deane,  the  editor  of  the 
volume  of  the  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Col., 
containing  Bradford's  History  of  Ply- 
mouth admits  as  much  concerning  the 
second  phrase  use  in  the  Patent, 
to  wit,  William  Bradford  and  hi, 
associates,  it  related  solely  to  gov- 
ernment. "Necessary  Defence  of  the 
Country,  Preservation  of  the  Peace, 
Suppressing  of  Tumults  within  the  land, 
etc.  It  shall  be  lawful  and  free  for  the 
said  William  Bradford,  his  associates, 
his  heirs  and  assigns  at  all  times  here- 
after to  incorporate  by  some  usuall,  or 
fitt  name,  and  title,  him  or  themselves, 
or  the  People  there  inhabiting  under 
him,  or  them,  with  liberty  to  them,  and 
their  successors  from  time  to  time  to 
frame  and  make  orders,  ordinances,  and 
constitutions  as  well,  for  the  better 
governmente  of  their  affaires  here,  and 
the  receavinge  or  admitting  any  to 
"Ms  or  their  society;  as  also  for  the 
better  governments  of  his  or  their  Peo- 
ple and  affairs  here,  and  the  receavinge 
or  admitting  any  to  his  or  their  society; 
as  also  for  the  better  government  oi  his 
or  their  people  and  affairs  in  New  Eng- 
land; or  his  and  their  People  att  sea, 
etc.      (Hazard,   1,  302.) 

Palfrey  also  makes  confusing  or  mis- 
leading statements,  concerning  the  two 
forms  of  expression  used  in  the  Patent. 
One  for  granting  the  title  to  land,  the 
other  the  Granting  of  Power.  He  -ays: 
"The  council  of  New  England  conveyed 
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to  William  Bradford,  his  heirs,  asso- 
ciates and  assigns,  a  tract  of  land,  in- 
cluding New  Plymouth,  etc.  (Palfrey 
Hist.  New  Eng.,  i,  332.)  Again:  "In 
short  this  patent  invested  Bradford  and 
his  associates  in  respect  to  the  granted 
territory  with  all  the  power  which  the 
council  by  its  charter  was  made  capable 
of  conveying  to  its  assigns".  (Hist. 
New  Eng.,  1,  333.) 

He  leaves  his  readers  to  suppose  that 
the  words  "With  all  the  power,"  had 
some  actual  force,  when  in  truth  they 
mean  nothing  but  deception.  The  Ply- 
mouth English  council  in  their  Patent 
to  Bradford  actually  attempted  to  give 
him  the  power  to  incorporate,  and  like- 
wise in  the  case  of  Massachusetts.  But 
in  the  case  of  Massachusetts  the  King 
destroyed  the  council's  charter  at  once. 
The  King  and  council,  in  May,  1746,  de- 
creed that  the  English  council  of  Ply- 
mouth under  the  Plymouth  Patent  of 
1620  had  no  power  to  incorporate,  or 
could  grant  such  a  power. 

The  King  and  council  at  this  same 
time  decided  that  the  Bradford  Patent 
of  1630  was  anything  more  than  a  deed 
of  lands  to  Bradford  and  his  heirs,  asso- 


ciates  and   assigns.     Here    is   the   ortkr: 

Order    in    Council,    dated    28th    May, 

1746.       Ext.       "That   the    Province    (of 

Massachusetts  Bay)  not  having  pro- 
duced the  Letters  Patent  constituting  th« 
Council  of  Plymouth,  nor  any  copy 
thereof,  the  recital  of  said  letters  paten', 
in  the  Deed  from  the  Council  of  Ply- 
mouth to  Bradford  and  his  associates,  is 
not  sufficient  evidence  against  the  King  5 
Charter  (to  Rhode  Island).  That  the 
Council  of  Plymouth  being  a  corpora- 
tion, could  not  create  another  corpora- 
tion, and  that  no  jurisdiction  within  the 
King's  dominions  in  America  can  be 
held  by  prescription,  or  on  the  foot  of 
prescription.  *  *  *  "Upon  the  whole, 
nothing  appears  whereby  the  colony  o: 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions can  be  barred  or  hindered  from  ex- 
tending their  jurisdiction  eastward., 
*  *  *  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  their  charter.'" 

The  King's  charter  of  1663  to  Rhode 
Island  expressly  gave  power  to  the 
Freemen  to  incorporate  towns,  but 
neither  Plymouth  nor  Massachusetts 
had  this  power.  This  fact  accounts  for 
the  abnormal   construction  of  towns — as 
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for  instance  Barrington  in  171 7  by 
Massachusetts. 

Bradford's  Patent  expressly  prohibited 
the  imposition  of  a  tariff  tax.  This  is 
described  by  Palfrey  (Mist.  New  Eng- 
land, 1,  33)  as  "exonerating  the  colony 
from  the  payment  of  customs  for  seven 
years".  The  clause  appears  to  have 
been  inserted  by  Allerton  without  in- 
structions. It  occasioned  objections  and 
finally  complete  disappointment  to  the 
Bradford  "ring." 

There  was  no  time  "seven  years" 
fixed  in  the  patents,  and  Palfrey's  state- 
ment is  absolutely  false,  •  in  proof  see 
(Bradford's  Hist.  Ply.  Mass.  Hist.  Soc. 
Col.  Ser.  4,  v.  3,  p.  251.)  Bradford  hav- 
ing "hired  ye  rrade  of  ye  company",  and 
this  is  his  account  of  what  happened: 
"That  clause  about  the  customs  which 
was  Mr.  Allerton's  atid  Mr.  Sherley's 
device,  and  not  at  all  thought  on  by  ye- 
colony  here — but  covetousness  never 
brings  ought  home,  as  ye  proverb  is  for 
this  opportunity  being  lost,  it  was  never 
accomplished — but  in  truth,  as  was  after- 
wards apprehended,  the  meaiiie  reason 
was    Mr.    Allerton's    Policie   to  have   an 


opportunity  to  be  sent  again".  (Brad- 
ford's Hist.  Plym.  Mass.  Hist.  Sue.  Col. 
Ser.  4,  v.  3,  p.  252.) 

Here    follows    Sherley's    story    of    the 
King's    refusal     to     confirm     Bradford's 
J    Patent: 

"For  if  you  had  this  (confirmation) 
!  granted  then  were  you  complete,  and 
i  might  bear  such  sway  and  government, 
as  were  fit  for  your  rank  and  place  that 
God  hath  called  you  unto,  and  stop  the 
mouths  of  base  and  scurrilous  fellows 
that  are  ready  to  question,  and  threaten 
you  in  every  action  you  do;  and  besides 
if  you  have  the  custom  free  for  seven 
years  inward,  and  twenty-one  years  out- 
ward, the  charge  of  the  Patent  will  soon 
be  recovered;  and  there  is  no  fear  of 
obtaining  it  (the  King's  confirmation). 
Mr.  Sherley  then  urges  that  Mr. 
Allerton  be  again  sent  over  "to  finish  this 
great  and  weighty  business  which  we 
conceive  will  be  much  for  your  good  and 
well  and  sure  subsisting;  yea,  and  I  hope 
for  your  posterity  and  for  many  genera- 
tions to  come;  for  J  am  persuaded  Sir 
Ferdinando,  how  loving,  and  friendly 
soever,  he    seems   to  be,  knows   he   can, 
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nny,  purposeth  to  overthrow,  at  his 
pleasure,  all  the  Patents  he  grants;  but 
this  (confirmation)  being  obtained,  he 
will  be  frustrate  of  his  intent".  (Brad- 
ford's letter  Book,  Mass.  Hist.  Col. 
Ser.  i,  v.  3,  p.  71.) 

Air.  Sherley  continues :  "Now  I  see 
what  most  of  your  letters  signify  unto 
me,  concerning  the  contracting  of  our- 
selves into  a  fewer  number  for  the 
managing  of  our  business,  etc."  "We 
know,  and  consider  you  have  an 
acquaintance,  and  experience  as  none 
the  like  in  the  country".  (Bradford's 
Letter  Book,  Mass.  Hist.  Col.  Ser,  1, 
v.  3,  P-  /i-) 

Mr.  Sherley  continues :  "I  have  heard 
it  credibly  reported,  that  some  have  said 
that  till  you  be  disjointed  by  discontents 
and  factions  amongst  yourselves,  it 
boots  not  for  any  to  go  over,  in  hope 
of  getting,  or  doing  good  in  these  parts". 

These  Sherley  letter  extracts  are  all 
from  a  letter  of  March  19th,  1629 — and 
taken  from  Bradford"s  Letter  Book, 
pages  70-73.  But  a  small  part  of  the  let- 
ter   is    in    Bradford's    History;    a    book 


written  by  the  chief  actor,  in  things 
historic,  here  in  New  England,  in  order 
to  set  the  pace  of  all  subsequent  "his- 
tories." 

Mr.  Palfrey  says:  "The  Freemen  of 
Plymouth  colony  desired  legal  possession 
of  the  Common  Property  (Palfrey's 
Hist.  New  Eng.,  1,  567).  This  was  in 
1639.  Thus  Palfrey  admits  that  the 
Freemen  had  not  before  had  legal  pos- 
session. He  continues:  "Bradford  ex- 
ecuted an  instrument  by  which  after 
certain  reservations,  he  surrendered 
all  that  other  right  and  title,  power, 
authority,  privileges,  immunities  and 
freedoms  into  the  hands  of  the  whole 
court,  consisting  of  the  Freemejiof  the 
Corporation  \  ^Uallrey  3  Hist.  Mew 
Eng.,  1,  597.)  But  Palfrey  here  omits 
a  most  important  act,  by  Bradford,  which 
the  Freemen  forced  from  him:  "De- 
claring the  Freemen  of  this  Corporation, 
together,  with  all  such  as  shall  be 
legally  admitted  into  ye  same  his  asso- 
ciates." This  was  not  executed  until 
i6_}2.  (Bradford's  Hist.  Plym.  Mass. 
Hist.  Soc.  Col.  Ser.  4,  v.  3,  p.  374.) 
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Mr.  Bradford  has  stated  in  his  His- 
tory of  Plymouth  that  he  held  the  Ply- 
mouth lands  under  his  Patent  in  Trust, 
lie  therefore  must,  under  the  English 
law,  have  been  a  Trustee.  It  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  Bradford's  Patent  was 
not  a  grant  by  the  King;  it  was  merely 
a  grant  by  a  corporation  in  England, 
granted  a  charter  by  the  King.  This 
corporation  could  sell  the  lands,  but 
could  not  create  other  corporations. 
Bradford  was  not  their  Trustee.  But 
how  can  a  Trustee  demand  of  a  cestui 
que  trust  great  tracts  of  the  land  held 
in  trust  by  him  for  the  very  purpose  of 
preserving  the  land  for  the  cestui  que 
trust?  Nevertheless,  this  is  just  what 
Bradford  did  when  lie  surrendered  the 
Plymouth  lands  to  the  Freemen  of  the 
Colony.  Before  surrendering  he  forced 
the  Freemen  to  give  him.  or  allow  him, 
to  retain  these  tracts.  These  tracts  were 
the  most  valuable  in  the  Colony.  These 
were  as  follows : 

First — "From  ye  bounds  of  Yarmouth 
three    miles    to   ve    eastward    of    Naems- 


ehalet,  and  from  Sea  to  Sea  crose  tin' 
neck  of  land.'*  This  tract  was  on  Cape 
Cod.  Bradford  selected  it  because  of 
its  great  value  in  making  salt,  llyanni- 
1  [arbor  was  included,  as  was  also 
Barnstable   Harbor  on   the  north. 

Second — "A  place  called  Acongheonse 
which  lyeth  in  ye  bottome  of  ye  Bay  ad- 
joyning  to  ye  west  side  of  Pointe  Perill. 
and  two  myles  to  ye  westerne  side  of 
ye  said  river  to  an  other  place  called 
Acushnente  river  which  entereth  at  ye 
westerne  end  of  Nacata,  and  two  myles 
to  ye  eastward  thereof,  and  to  extend 
eight  miles  up   into  ye    countrie." 

This  tract  consisted  of  what  i>  in  part 
now  New  Bedford,  it  must  have  con- 
tained near  25000  :'cr^c  of  land  ?.nd  the 
best  and  only  valuable  harbor  in  the 
colony. 

Third — ''From  Sowamsett  river  to  ye 
Pawtucket  river,  with  Cawsumpsette 
neck,  which  is  ye  cheefe  habitation  of 
ye  Indeans,  reserved  for  them  to  dwell 
upon — extending  into  ye  land  eight 
myles  through  the  whole  breath  there- 
of'." 
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It    was   the   '"Garden   of   their    Patent'* 
as  Bradford  to  Roger  Williams  and  Cod-    ! 
dington.     It  ran  from  Taunton  to  Paw-    j 
tncket  on  the  north,  to  Bristol  and  War-    j 
ren  on  the  south.     It  included  the  towns    j 
of    Taunton,    Rehoboth,    Swansea,    Paw- 
tucket,    Seekonk,    Warren,    JJristol,    Har- 
rington    and     Dightori,     covering     from 
50,000  to  60,000  acres.     But  these  exten- 
sive tracts  did  not  include  all  that  Brad- 
ford   claimed    or    held.      Such    was    the 
work  of  Bradford  as  a  trustee. 

Here  for  the  moment  I  will  leave  the 
so-called  Plymouth  Patents,  but  I  will 
presently  show  how  these  schemes  lead 
to  the  formation  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 


The  Journal,  in  its  article  on  ''Warren 
and  Barringron,"  and  as  to  "which  owns 
the  ancient  Records  of  Sowams,"  says 
Mr.  Bickneil,  "has  admitted  that  he 
"borrowed  the  book  from  Warren  and 
turned  it  over  to  Harrington."  The 
committee  of  the  Warren  Town  Council 
brought  out  this  point.  The  Journal  con- 
tinued, ''Those  who  have  been  most 
prominent  in  bringing  the  case  to  notice 
of  the  town  authorities  are  somewhat 
bitter,  and' denounce  the  transfer  of  the 
volume  to  Barrington  as  a  barefaced 
steal." 


A  summons  was  served  July  25th  on 
President  Ralph  Peters  of  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  requiring  him  to  ap- 
pear in  the  police  court  in  Long  Island 
City  on  Aug.  3  to  answer  to  complaints 
against  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  burn- 
ing of  soft  coal  in  the  company's  loco- 
motives. 

A  number  of  engineers  employed  on 
the  road  have  been  arrested  recently 
charged  with  violating  the  smoke  ordi- 
nance, but  in  each  case  Magistrate 
Connorton  has  paroled  the  accused  men, 
declaring  that  the  officers  of  the  rail- 
road were  the  persons  against  whom 
the  complaints   should  be   directed. 


The  Smoke  Nuisance  law  has  been  ready 
to  be  put  into  operation  thirteen  hun- 
dred days,  each  day's  violation  of  the  law 
constitutes  a  separate  offence.  Every 
corporation  was  given  eleven  month-,  to 
get  its  engine  works  ready  before  the 
law  became  operative.  Not  a  single  case 
has  been  fully  prosecuted  under  the  law 
in  all  this  time.  Nevertheless,  the  peo- 
ple have  been  taxed  to  pay  a  city  solici- 
tor upwards  of  S2 1,000,  an  assistant  to 
help  him,  upwards  of  $10,500;  and  a  su- 
pervising engineer  upwards  of  $4333-34- 
Am  I  asking  too  much  of  these  .gentle- 
men, that  they  enforce  the  law ;  for,  it 
is  for  that,  that  I  had  supposed  that 
the  people  submitted  to  such  taxation. 

Does  the  idea  ■  that  these  gentlemen 
hold  their  money-making  offices  at  the 
will  of  the  Aldermen,  while  some  of  the 
Aldermen  are  possibly  breakers  of  the 
law,  prevent  action,  or  what  is  the  poli- 
tical situation? 


The  editor  of  the  Journal  on  July  4, 
1906,  has  an  article  entitled,  "Ministers 
Whacking  Brayton,"  in  which  occurs 
this.:  '"Brayton  is  one  of  the  most  thick- 
skinned  of  these  venal  and  corrupt 
bosses.  For  years  he  has  made  his  liv- 
ing by  selling  laws.  His  colossal  impu- 
dence in  calling  lawmakers  to  his  office 
for  their  orders  or  in  taking  possession 
of  an  office  in  the  State  House  for-  his 
own  money  making,  outdoes  even  Cox 
of  Ohio.  They  would  be  miserable 
clergymen  and  worthless  citizens  indeed 
who  could  remain  silent  in  the  face  of 
such  brazen  effrontery.  Brayton  must 
go,  and  the  clergy  of  course  will  help." 
This  article  tends  to  show  the  political 
change  which  took  place  here  in  Provi- 
dence, when  the  "Tribune"  owners 
bought  out  the  Telegram. 


In  a  recent  Sunday  'Journal  a  writer, 
Miss  Ellen  D.  learned,  of  Thompson, 
Conn.,  author  of  the  excellent  "History 
of    Windham    County,"    writes    for    in- 
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formation  of  the  "Old  Darned  Man,"  1 
remember  him  very  well.  lie  came 
through  Olneyville,  down  Westminster 
and  High  streets,  and  then  left  in  the 
direction  of  Taunton;  always  the  same 
course.  I  was,  in  1847,  a  boy  in  Charles 
Burnett's  book  store.  The  old  man  al- 
ways stopped  in  for  a  bit  of  string  or 
a  little  paper,  which  we  always  gave 
him.  He  was  a  man  of  about  60  years, 
of  about  6  feet  in  height.  His  body  at 
the  shoulders  somewhat  bent;  , walked 
with  a  staff;  was  pleasant  in  speech;  his 
face  was  pleasant,  but  very  pale  and 
tanned  by  the  sun;  face  was  beardless. 
Miss  Larned's  letter  recalls  him  to  my 
memory. 


In  a  volume  of  Potter's  Archaeologia 
Greaca,  London,  1764,  owned  by  John 
Brown  in  1784,  and  by  his  son,  James 
Brown,  in  1S28,  and  bearing  the  auto- 
graphs of  both,  there  is  this  manuscript 
note:  "The  theatre  has  been  opened  in 
Providence  in  April,  182S,  and  several 
Plays  performed  therein  by  a  company 
of  comedians  from  New  York,  under  the 
management  of  the  agent  of  Simmpson, 
named  Dinniford.  This  has  never  been 
done  before  here  on   Saturday  evenings. 

•    Miss  George  acted in on 

the  29th  April,  1828.'' 

In  Charles  Blake's  History  of  the 
Providence  stage,  it  is  written  (page 
98)  that  one  of  the  staunchest  friends 
of  the  theatre  in  Providence  was  James 
Brown,  in  whose  hand  writing  the  above 
note  was  written. 

Mr.  Blake,  in  his  chapter  14,  gives 
some  account  of  this  visit  of  Mr.  Dinne- 
ford,  but  he  does  not  mention  that 
Dinneford  came  as  the  agent  of  another, 
named  Simmpson.  I  can  find  no  mention 
in  Blake's  History  concerning  the  fact 
stated  by  Mr.  Brown  that  no  theatre  had 
before  this  time,  1828,  been  allowed  open 
on  Saturday  evenings.  Nor  can  I  find 
any  reference  to  Miss  George. 

Mr.  Blake  relates  a  tradition  concern- 
ing John   Brown.     There   was  a  strong 


popular  feeling  against  theatres,  not  only 
in  Rhode  Island,  but  all  over  the  coun- 
try. A  theatre  building  had  been  built 
before  1762,  in  Providence,  where  Grace 
Church  now  stands.  So  intense  was  the 
indignation  of  the  people  that  a  mob 
threatened  the  destruction  of  the  build- 
ing; "bltt  their  intention^  were  frus 
trated  by  the  energetic  conduct  of  John 
Brown,  the  most  prominent  citizen  of 
the  town,  who  with  the  assistance  of 
some  friends  having  drawn  the  cannon 
from  a  neighboring  gun  house  to  the 
protection  of  the  'house,  threatened  to 
lire  upon  the  trespassers,  if  they  should 
commit  any  violence."  (Blake's  Provi- 
dence Stage,  35).  There  is  no  probable 
truth  in  this  legend.  No  gun  house 
could  have  existed  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  in  1762,  and  John  Brown  was 
barely  25  years  of  age;  certainly  not  then 
prominent. 


A    TERRIBLE    SPECTACLE. 

(From  William  P.  Andrews'  "Vesuvius 
in.  Fury"  in  the  August  Century.) 
The.  present  eruption  as  a  spectacle  has 
been  terrible  and  awe-inspiring,  but  not, 
for  the  most  part,  as  brilliant  a  sight  as 
other  minor  manifestations  of  the  vol- 
cano's power;  for  the  whole  region  was 
covered  nearly  all  the  time  with  a  dense 
pall  of  smoke  and  powdered  dust  through 
which  nothing  could  be  seen  except  the 
terrible  flashes  of  lightning  which 
seemed  '  to  pervade  the  earth  and  sky. 
This  lightning  was  incessant,  and  ac- 
companied with  horrible  roarings,  which, 
mingled  with  the  unceasing  bellowings 
of  the  crater,  made  a  scene  of  terror 
that  might  well  be  compared  to  the  de- 
scriptions of  Dante's  Inferno.  Yet  such 
was  the  unquestioning  faith  of.  the. peas- 
ants in  the  protective  power  of  their 
saints,  that  they  confronted  the  mon- 
strous serpents  of  lava  sweeping  down 
on  their  homes,  almost  as  if  they  were 
watching  the  progress  of  a  railroad 
train,  'till  the  implacable  nature  of  their 
deadly  enemy  dawned  upon  them. 
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UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts  ,  Providence. 

CAN  YOU  TELL,  Where  is  the  benefit  in  earning 
money,  spending  all  of  it  and  having  nothing  left? 
Would  it  not  be  a  better  plan  to  start  a  savings 
account  at  this  Bank  and  realize  4//o  on  your 
savings  aside  from  Laving  something  for  the  time 
of  sickness,  misfortune  or  old  age. 

This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  allow  liberal   interest  on   Cheeking  Accounts. 


The  Boston  Herald  is  a  trust  organ, 
first,  last,  and  all  the  time.  It  is  ever- 
lastingly talking  about  "a  cartwheeel 
dollar"  and  "the  dollar  of  our  daddies," 
by  which  it  means  a  silver  dollar.  But 
it  never  mentions  the  fly-spec  gold  dol- 
lars now  extinct.  There  is  not  a  man 
of  intelligence  in  this  country  today  who 
■would  not  prefer  a  silver  to  a  gold  dol- 
lar for  actual  use  in  circulation.  This 
paper  is  playing  with  facts.  The  world 
will  restore  silver  or  abolish  gold— or 
must  it  go  on  making  a  poor  man's  dol- 
lar worth  50  cents,  compared  to  a  rich 
man's  dollar  worth  100  cents.  What 
has  the  size  of  a  gold  or  a  silver  dollar 
to  do  with  the  question  of  the  joint  use 
of  both  at  a  fixed  ratio  or  fundamental 
money?     Absolutely    nothing. 


Co  well's  Spirit  of  76  in  Rhode  Island, 
with  the  names  of  those  who  belonged 
to 'the  Rhode  Island  Regiments,  with 
biographical  notices,  and  Reminiscences. 
8vo.     Boston,  1850.  $6.00 

Verv  scarce  and  very  useful. 


Hazlitt,  William.  The  Eloquence  of 
the  British  Senate.  A  selection  of  the 
best  speeches  from  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  1st  to  1810,  with 
notes  biographical,  critical  and  explana- 
tory. 2  v..  8vo,  1-2  bd.  New  York, 
1S10.  $3-50. 

This  book  contains  the  speeches  of  the 
most  distinguished  men,  not  elsewhere 
accessible.  Some  of  them  I  name : 
Charles  the  1st,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Vil- 
litrs  Duke  of  Buckingham,  John  Selden, 
Mr.  Pyrn,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  (Rich), 
the  Earl  of  Stafford's  last  Defence, 
Cromwell,  Thurloe,  Clarendon,  Whit- 
lock,  John  Hampden,. Lord,  Somers,  and 
a  host  of  others. 


Special  and  Selected  Law  Cases  con- 
cerning the  Persons  and  Estates  of  all 
Men  Whatsoever.  Collected  from  the 
Year  Books  of  the  Common  Law  of 
England.  Sm.  4to.  London,  1641.  $500 
,  One  of  the  earliest  and  rarest  of  Eng- 
lish Law  Books.     Excellently  bound. 
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A      UNIQUE     BALLAD     OF     THE     GASPEE — A 
BROADSIDE. 

Mr.  Clarence  Brigham,  Librarian  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  re- 
cently   discovered,    in    turning    over    the 

side  Ballad.  This  term  has  for  many 
years  been  given  to  a  large  sheet  of 
paper  on  one  side  only,  of  which  is 
printed  some  poem  or  other  matter.  This 
Broadside  is  a  rude  poem  with  the  head- 
ing NEW  SONG,  called  the  GASPEE. 
The  size  is  gh  by  14  inches  ;  at  the  bottom 
are  the  words,  "Printed  at  Providence." 
But  there  is  no  date  nor  any  printer's 
name.  Written  across  the  top  is  the 
autograph  of  Theodore  Foster,  at  the 
bottom  is  written,  "Presented  to  the 
R.  I.  Historical  Society  by  John  B. 
Herreshoff."  There  is  no  note  of  the 
time  when  it  was  given ;  but  John  B. 
Herreshoff,  who  gave  it,  died  in  1861. 
There  is  a  note  at  the  bottom  concerning 
the  first  line  of  the  ninth  verse,  "Being 
Sixty-four  if  I  remember."  Somebody 
then  writes,  "Querae,  the  author  of  the 
above,  one  of  the  Sixty-four."  Then 
follows  in  rude  pencilling,  "He  was  and 
named  Swan,  of  Bristol."  On  the  back 
of  the  Broadside  'is  written  this  note, 
"A  court  was  appointed  by  His  Majesty 

George   III    which    Sat week?    in   the 

colony  of  Rhode  Island,  but  no  informa- 
tion was  acquired  by  them,  and  the  per- 
petrators were  never  discovered."  All 
these  notes  were   written  since  the  time 


of  Theodore  Foster,  who  died  in  1825. 
I  will  reprint  the  Ballad  as  nearly  cor- 
rect as  possible,  because  while  it  has  been 
fne  times  printed  in  Providence  publica- 
tions, no  two  are  alike,  nor  is  one  perfect. 
I  have  for  convenience  numbered  the 
Stanzas,  which  was  not  done  on  the 
Broadside.  These  manuscript  notes  were 
written  at  different  times  and  by  four 
different  hands. 

A    NEW    SOXG,    CALLED    THE    GASPEE. 

'Twas   in  the  reign   of  George  the  third 
Our  public  peace  was  much  disturb'd 
By  ships  of  war,  that  came  and  laid 
Within  our  ports,  to  stop  the  trade. 

hi  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-two 

In   Newport  harbor  lay  a  crew 

That  played  the  parts  of  pirates  there 

The  Sons  of  Freedom  could  not  bear, 

J. 

{    Sometimes  they'd   weigh   and   give  them 

chace ; 
I    Such  actions  sure   was  very  base; 
I    No  honest  coasters  cou'd  pass  by, 
I    But  what  they  would  let  some  shot  fly; 

I    And  did  provoke  to  high  degree 
Those  true  born  sons  of  liberty; 
!'  So  that  they  cou'd  no  longer  bear 
:    Those  sons  of   Belial    staving  there. 

!    But  'twas  not  long  'fore  it  fill  out 
I   That    William   Duddingston   so   stout 
j    Commander  of   the  Gaspee  tender 
1  "Which  he  has  reason  to  remember; 
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Because  as  people  do  insert 
Ho  almost  had  his  just  desert, 
Here  ou  the  tenth   day  of  last  June 
Betwixt  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one 

Did   chace   the   sloop  call'd  the   Hannah 
Of  whom  one  Linsey  was  commander 
They  dog'd  her  up  Providence  sound 
And  there  the  rascal   got  a  ground 

The  news  of  it  flew  that  very  day 
That  they  on  Nanquit  point  did  lay 
That  night  about  half  after  ten, 
Some  Narragansett  Indian-men 

Rf-"ng  Sixty-four  if  I  remember 
Which  made  this  stout  coxcomb  surren- 
der ; 
And  what   was  best  of  all  their  tricks 
They  in  his  britch  a  ball  did  fix 

Then  set  the  men  upon  the  land 
And  burnt  her  up  we  understand ; 
Which  thing  provokes  the  King  so  high 
He  said  those  men  shall  surely  die 

So  if  he  could  but  find  them  out 
The  hangman  he'll   employ  no   doubt ; 
For  he's   declared   in   his   passion 
He'll  have  them  tri'd  a  new  fashion. 


Now  for  to  find  these  people  out 
King  George  has  offer'd  very  stout 
One  thousand  pounds  to  find  out  one 
That    wounded  William   Duddingston. 

One   thousand   more   he   says   he'll   spare 
For  those  who  saw  they  sheriffs  were; 

j  One    thousand    more    there   doth    remain 
For  to  find  out  the  leaders    name. 

Likewise    five    hundred    pound    per    man 

Of  any  one  of  all  the  clan 

But   let   him   try   his    utmost   skill 

I'm  apt  to  think  he  never  will 

Find  out  any  of  those  hearts  of  gold 

Though  he  should  offer  fifty  fold. 

This  Ballad  was  first  reprinted  in  the 
"American  and  Gazette*'  in  Providence, 
14th  of  March,  1828.  The  editor  saying, 
"We  are  indebted  to  a  friend  for  a  ven- 
erable printed  copy,  etc.,  from  among 
the  papers  of  the  Hon.  Theodore  Foster." 
It  was  again  printed  in  the  "Morning 
Courier,"  Providence,  27th  of  January, 
18.37.  The  editor  saying,  "The  Gaspee 
song,  formerly  the  property  of  Theodore 
Foster,  his  name  being  written  .thereon." 
It    was   next   printed    in   the    Providence 


E>o  sou  wisb  to  fmow  wfoat  Hgamoocncsis  means  ? 
put  ffive  Dollars  In  this  Banft 
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Journal,  151I1  of  May,  1S45,  and  again 
in  the  same  year  by  Supreme  Court 
Judge,  William  R.  Staples,  in  his 
"Documentary  History  of  the  Destruc- 
tion of  the  Gaspee"  in  pamphlet  form. 
Judge  Staples  docs  not  inform  us  of  the 
Source  whence  he  transcribed  the  Bal- 
lad, but  he  states  that  ''the  name  of  the 
author  is  lost"  (page  56)  ;  and  he 
changed  the  quartet  form  of  versifica- 
tion in  which  the  Ballad  was  originally 
printed  to  the   following   form : 

"The  news  it  flew  that  very  day 
That  they  on  Nanqjait  Point  did  lay 
That  night  about  half  after  ten 
Some    Narragansett    Indianmen, 
Being  sixty-four   if  I   remmeber 
Which    made    this    stout    coxcombe    sur- 
render 
And  what   was  best  of  all  their  tricks 
They  in  his  britch  a  ball  did  fix." 

These  lines  are  verses  8  and  9  of  the 
original  Ballad.  In  1862  was  published 
the  7th  volume  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Colonial   Records.     In    this   volume,   the 


Secretary  of  State,  John  R.  Bartlett,  re- 
printed Judge  Staples'  "Documentary 
History,"  with  some  additions  and  a  feu- 
notes.  Mr.  Bartlett  reproduces  this 
Ballad  in  the  form  followed  by  Staples 
with  all  his  errors  and  some  additional 
one.-,.  But  Mr.  Bartlett  states  (p.  19!  ) 
that  the  "song  composed  at  the  time  on 
tlic  occasion  is  attributed  to  Captain 
Swan  of  Bristol.  Bartlett  gives  no 
reference  as  authority  for  his  statement. 

As  printed  by  the  "American  and 
Gazette"  at  the  end  of  the  Ballad  is  the 
word  "Finis,"  followed  by  the  words, 
"Providence  Printed  for  the  Purchasers." 
These  words   are  not  upon   the  original. 

Now  I  must  consider  the  history  of 
the  original.  My  first  research  must 
certainly  be  the  Herreshoffs  of  Bristol. 
They  knew  nothing  of  the  gift  of  the 
Ballad  by  the  late  John  B.  Herreshbff, 
but  I  learned  very  much  from  my  friend, 
Lewis  B.  Herreshoff.  He  wrote  to  me: 
''This  morning  I  went  to  visit  Miss 
Emma  Swan  and  found  out  all  you 
wished  to  know  about  the  authorship  of 
the  Ballad.     The  verses  were  written  by 
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the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  said 
Emma.  She  had  the  linos  well  copied 
and  mounted  behind  glass,  and  with  it 
on  the  reverse  was  this"  letter  from  the 
grandfather  of  Emma  to  her  father : 

Bristol.    R.    I.,    March    first,    1841. 
Samuel  O.  Swan, 
My  Son  : 
I    send    yon    the   above   copy   of   some 
verses,  which  were  made  just  before  the 
Revolutionary   War   by   my   grandfather, 
Thomas    Swan.      He    was    a    very    high 
whig  of  those  days,  and  was  one  of  the 
number    who,    disguised   as    Indians,   at- 
tacked and  burned  the  Gaspee.     He  was 
afterward  at  the  battle  of  Bunker   Hill. 
You  can  keep  this  as  a  memorial  of  him 
and   a   keepsake   from   me. 

Your   father,   affectionately, 

Samuel  Swan. 

Mr.  Herreshoff  further  writes  :     "The 
old    Providence-  paper    from    which    this 
song  was  copied  had  this  notice." 
OLDEN  TIMES. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  friend  for  a  ven- 
erable   printed    copy    found    among    the 


papers  of  the  late  Hon.  Theodore  Fos- 
ter of  the  following  song,  commemorat- 
ing the  first  act  of  resistance  to  the  shed- 
ding of  blood  that  marked  the  American 

Revolution.  We  mean  the  burning  of 
the  Gaspee,  a  King's  Cutter,  in  Pr< evi- 
dence river,  in  1772.  This  song  was 
composed  soon  after  the  affair,  by  whom, 
we  cannot  learn,  and  was  sung  and 
himmed  and  trammed  all  about  the 
Town.  It  is  worth  preserving  as  a 
memorial  of  a  spirit  of  those  times.  It 
breathes  rebellion  throughout,  and  must 
have  been  regarded  almost  as  treason 
as  well  as  insult  by  his  Majesty's  faith- 
ful subjects  who  were  striving  to  earn 
the  praise  of  loyalty,  and  the  3000 
pounds  by  dectecting  the  bold  burners 
oi   tlie  uds^cc. 

Concerning  this  oldex  times  record, 
Mr.  Herreshoff  writes  me:  "This  ex- 
tract from  the  Providence  paper  is  also 
written  with  the  letter  from  Sam  Swan 
to  his  son.'5 

Mr.  Swan  copied  this  Olden  Times 
paragraph  from  the  "Rhode  Island 
American  and  Providence  Gazette"  of 
14th  March,  1S28.     In  which  the  identity 
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of  the  Ballad  as  being  when  Foster  died 
in  1825,  his  property.  Shortly  after  his 
death  the  Historical  Society  bought  his 
collection  of  Historical  manuscripts  and 
papers,  which  he  had  gathered  with  the 
purpose  of  writing  a  History  of  Rhode 
Island.  This  Ballad  was  then  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Historical  Society  at  the  time 
of  this  reprint. 

In  the  "Morning  Chronicle"  of  Jan- 
nary  27th,  1837,  a  newspaper  published 
in  Providence,  the  Ballad  was  again 
printed. 

A  correspondent,  B,  wrote  to  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Courier  as  follows :  "The 
following  endorsement  is  found  upon  a 
printed  copy  of  the  "Gaspee  Song," 
formerly  the  property  of  Theodore  Fos- 
ter, his  name  being  written  thereon. 
"A  court  was  appointed  by  His  Ma- 
jesty George  III,  which  sat  weeks 

in  the  then  Colony  of  Rhode  Island. 
But  no  information  was  acquired  by 
them,  and  the  perpetrators  were  never 
discovered.  By  re-publishing  the  song 
from  Mr.  Foster's  copy,  you  will  oblige 
a  friend.  B." 


This  then  was  the  condition  in  1841, 
when  the  Swan  copy  and  the  accom- 
panying letter  written  by  Samuel  Swan 
was  written  to  his  son,  Samuel  O.  Swan. 
The  printed  Broadside  was,  and  still  is, 
what  bibliographers  call  unique,  which 
means  that  no  other  copy  is  known.  It 
was  in  the  Foster  collection  and  soon 
after  Foster's  death  in  1825,  became  the 
property  of  the  Historical  Society.  It 
was  the  property  of  that  Society  in  1828 
when  the  "American  and  Gazzette" 
printed  it,  and  it  was  the  property  of 
the  Society  still  in  1837  when  the 
"Morning  Courier"  printed  it.  It  was 
stolen  after  that  time,  and  fell  ultimately 
into  the  possession  of  John  B.  Herre- 
shoff  and  by  him  was  again  given  to  the 
Flistorical  Society,  where,  let  us  hope, 
it  will  permanently  remain.  It  was,  of 
course,  after  these  publications  were 
made,  that  the  Swan  copy  was  made, 
and  the  claim  of  authorship  made,  for 
Thomas  Swan,  the  grandfather  of  Sam- 
uel O.  Swan.  Strangely  enough  when 
four  years  later  the  Providence  Journal 
printed    the    "Documentary  History"    by 
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Judge  Staples,  which  was  two  months 
in  course  of  publication,  and  still  later 
i;  being  reprinted  in  pamphlet  form,  and 
in  which  two  publications  Staples  had 
written  "The  name  of  the  author  is 
lost,"  that  the  Swans  did  not  inform 
Judge  Staples  and  the  Journal  itself  of 
this  fact  of  authorship. 

In  i<S62  (Col.  Rec,  7,  191),  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  Bartlett  wrote:  "The 
following  song  composed  at  the  time  on 
the  occasion  is  attributed  to  Captain 
Swan  of  Bristol."  But  he  gives  no  au- 
thority, neither  by  whom  attributed  nor 
who  discovered  the  attribution. 

There  has  been  during  recent  years 
frequent  stories  told  that  the  assault 
upon  the  Gaspec  and  her  destruction  was 
the  work  of  the  members  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  of  Free  Masons  and  that  they 
went  dibguised  as  Narragansett  Indians; 
and  it  has  been  stated  that  the  record 
of  the  names  of  the  men  who  made  the 
assault  is  practically  a  list  of  the  mem- 
bers of  St.  John's  Lodge  as  it  then 
existed.  There  is  no  truth  in  these 
traditions.  The  Records  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  show  no  meeting  in  June,  1772. 
There  was  a  meeting  on  the  9th  June, 
1769,  and  not  again  until  1778.  At  this 
meeting  in  1769,  John  Brown  was  pres- 
ent, showing  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  lodge;  that  he  was  the  leader  of  the 
expedition  is  clear  from  what  is  herein 
given;  and  the  evidence  is  conclusive 
that  he  was  not  disguised  as  a  Narra- 
gansett Indian.  There  can  be  no  com- 
parison of  members,  for  the  reason  that 
there  is  no  existing  list  of  the  names  of 
the  men  who  went  upon  the  expedition. 
This  lodge,  as  a  Masonic  body,  did  not 
destroy  the  Ga>pee. 

(To  be  continued.) 


When  Roosevelt  stands  for  'Trotec- 
t ion  does  he  mean  that  a  tariff  protects 
the  people  or  the  Trusts?  Protection 
is  now,  and  has  always  been  deliberate 
robbery  by  law  of  the  poorer  working 
people    in    this    country.      Now,    does    a 


tariff  which  enables  a  man  to  sell  sewing 
machines  in  foreign  countries  for  one- 
half  the  price,  all  nun  lure  pay,  protect 
the  American  buyer?  Using  a  tariff  to 
water  stocks  means  Prosperity  to  the 
people  according  to  this  strenuous 
gentleman. 


The  letter  of  Cardinal  Gibbins  to  the 
Bishop  of  Paris  on  the  absolme  separa- 
tion of  Church  and  State  in  France 
pronounces  all  men  Atheists,  who  ar.- 
not  Roman  Catholics.  The  age  for  sue!-, 
rot  is  passed.  Gibbons,  like  myself,  is 
a  man;  am  I  an  Atheist  because  some 
man  says  that  I  am;  and  am  I  to  be 
forced  to  pay  for  the  support  of  some 
Roman  Catholic  priest,  if  I  am  conscien- 
tiously opposed  to  that  kind  of  religion  ? 
The  days  are  gone  for  such  work. 


Dear  Mr.   Rider: 

There  was  a  ''Play  House"  built  in 
Providence  before  1765  on  the  north 
side  of  Old  Goal  Lane  a  little  east  of 
what  is  now  Benefit  street.  On  the 
north  side  of  this  lane  was  the  school 
house  west  of  Main,  Friends  Meeting 
House,  east  of  Mai-n,  then  Court  House, 
with  Public  Library  burned  down  a  few 
years  later,  then  came  what  was  later 
the  Glebe  Land  of  King's  Church,  then 
the  Prison  E,  of  what  is  now  Benefit 
street,  then  the  "Play  House.'' 

There  were  no  improvements  on  the 
south  side  of  the  lane.  The  printing 
office  of  John  Carter  was  then  at  the 
foot  of  the  lane  on  the  west  side  of 
Main  street.  Later  a  year  or  two  the 
post  office,  as  well  as  the  printing  office, 
was  moved  to  the  Carter's  house  on  the 
south  side  of  the  lane. 

This  part  of  the  town  was  then  the 
business   center. 

1794,  theatre  at  Exchange  Coffee 
House. 

1795.  theatre  at  Grace  Church  lot. 

Yours  truly, 

FIENRY  R.  CHACE. 
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Dear  Mr.  Rider: 

I  am  very  much  obliged  for  your  notice 
in  Book  Notes  of  my  "Darn  Man" 
query.  It  seems  to  give  it  a  higher  tone 
than  the  common  newspaper  notices.  I 
am  also  very  much  pleased  to  connect 
him  with  Westminster  street  and  start 
him  on  the  road  to  Taunton.  My  own 
diagnosis  of  his  origin  would  assign 
him  to  the  vicinity  of  New  Bedford,  the 
"Western  New  York*'  theory  I  consider 
quite  untenable.  He  was  certainly  a 
man  of  family  and  breeding,  and  it 
seems  to  me  we  ought  to  be  able  to  un- 
ravel his  antecedents.  You  see,  of 
course,  all  the  accessories  of  Dr. 
Goodell's  theory  are,  as  he  admitted  to 
me,  "pure  fiction.'' 

He  did  wfl&fall  by  the  wayside  in  Dud- 
ley, Mass.,  have  bell  tolled  and  public 
funeral,  but  died  in  Sterling,  Conn., 
December,  1863,  and  was  buried  there. 
I  admit  I  do  not  like  to  have  our  in- 
digenous, inemitable  "Darned  Man" 
figuring  in  the  guise  of  a  Dime  Novel 
Hero,  and  am  sorry  that  the  Journal 
should  make  more  public  the  successful 
misrepresentation.  Should  we  ever  suc- 
ceed in  unearthing  the  bottom  facts  of 
his  story,  they  will  be  given  to  the  pub- 
lic. With  thanks  for  your  remembrance 
and  best  wishes. 

Very  truly  yours, 

ELLEN   D.  LARNED. 

Thompson,   Conn.,  Aug.    15,   1906. 


The  Roman  Catholic  government  here 
in  Providence  is  at  work  providing 
Roman  Catholic  schools  for  the  special 
education  of  the  children  of  that  de 
nomination,  on  the  ground  that  Provi- 
dence schools  are  too  wicked  to  be  used 
by  them.  Tnis,  too,  when  more  than 
one-half  the  teachers  in  our  Providence 
schools  are  Roman  Catholics,  and  un- 
der the  domination  of  some  priest  of 
that  school.  If  the  schools  are  too 
wicked  for  the  children,  are  they  not  too 
wicked  for  the  teachers? 


Here  is  what  the  September  Century 
calls  "A  solid  chunk  of  moral  fury  flung 
by  the  orator  (President  Shurman  of 
Cornell  University),  into  the  camp  of 
contemporary  business  wickedness": 
"The  idle  rich  are  an  execrt-nce  in  any 
properly  organized  community.  And  in 
a  democratic  republic,  in  which  every 
man  has  a  vote,  be  assured  that  the 
rights  which  convention  grants  to  Prop- 
erty will  be  swept  away,  if  the  proper- 
tied classes  become  idle,  luxurious, 
selfish,  hard-hearted  and  indifferent  to 
the  struggles  and  toils  (and  robberies) 
of    their    less    fortunate    fellow    citizens. 

'IX  .  '  r      >i-,      ,      ;_      «-U_i      , .,        
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wealth   without   undergoing   that   toil  by 
which  alone  wealth   is  created." 


A  group  of  men  are  robbing  us  of 
our  money  for  oil ;  another  group  for 
steel ;  still  another  group  for  gas  light, 
and  another  for  sugar;  and  so  on  for 
everything  necessary  to  support  life;  and 
we  sit  still  and  do  nothing.  So,  too,  it 
is  with  our  highways,  and  every  means 
of  travel,  and  for  transportation,  and  for 
coal,  so  necessary  for  warmth  and  for 
transportation.  No  longer  ago  than  1760 
in  England,  men  were  hanged  for  doing 
such  things. 


If  the  Law  Department  of  this  city 
declines  to  prosecute  cases  against  cor- 
porations in  violation  of  the  Smoke 
Nuisance  Law  is  not  anarchy,  then  what 
is  it?  Can  the  city  solicitor  select  the 
laws  which  he  will  enforce? 


The  Standard  Oil  Trust  governs  the 
packing  of  the  governing  board  of  the 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company;  of 
course  for  the  "protection"  of  the  policy- 
holders. About  how  much  longer  is  this 
terrific  robbery  to  be  continued? 
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A  UNIQUE  BALLAD  OF  THE  GASPEE — A 
BROADSIDE. 
(Continued  from  page  142.) 
There  are  one  or  two  other  interesting 
facts  connected  with  this  paper  which 
I  wish  to  preserve.  Mr.  HerreshofT  wrote 
me  in  a  letter,  i6th  June,  1906,  this : 
"My  Uncle  James  Brown  or  rather  my 
great  uncle  had  a  habit  of  writing  all 
sorts  of  things  on  the  blank  leaves  or 
margins  of  books  that  he  was  reading 
at  the  time.  I  knew  the  verses  were 
so  written  in  one  of  his  old  books  and 
by  a  lucky  hit  the  book  was  found,  but 
unfortunately  he  did  not  say  by  whom 
they  were  written.  This  old  book 
was  Archbishop  Potter's  Archaeologia 
Greaca  V.  L,  London,  1764.  It  has  the 
autographs  of  John  Brown,  1784,  and 
of  his  son,  James  Brown,  1828.  This 
book  is  still  valued  by  scholars.  James 
Brown's  autograph  was  written  in  182S, 
the  year  of  the  first  printing  of  the  Bal- 
lad in  a  Providence  newspaper.  It 
seems  probable  that  Brown  both  saw 
and  used  the  original  Broadside  for  his 
copy.  Still  it  strictly  follows  neither 
publication.  It  is  clear  that  Brown 
knew  not  the  author  when  he  tran- 
scribed the  Ballad.  But  there  is  a  manu- 
script note  by  James  Brown  in  this  old 
book  which  has  positive  historical  value 
when  we  consider  that  his  father  was 
the  originator  of  the  idea  of  destroying 
tke  Gaspee  and  the  real  commander  of 
the  men  engaged.    James  Brown  writes : 


"The  Gaspee  burnt  by  some  sixty  per- 
sons from  and  of  Providence,  then  in 
the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island.''  The  re- 
port of  the  commission,  while  not  say- 
ing as  much,  clearly  indicates  as  much. 
(Documentary  Hist.,  52.)  Dickinson,  a 
midshipman  on  the  Gaspee,  also  in  his 
testimony  says :  "One  boat  landed  men 
at  Pawtuxet,  the  two  other  boats  rowed 
towards  Providence."  (Documentary 
History,  44.) 

The  commissioners  of  the  King  speak 
in  their  report  of  "the  suddenness  of 
the  undertaking  and  its  accomplishment"' 
and  "the  total  want  of  evidence  of  even 
an  intention  to  destroy,"  goes  to  show 
that  the  end  was  conducted  suddenly  and 
secretly.  Thus  the  question  arises, -how 
could  Thomas  Swan  of  Bristol  know  of 
the  grounding  of  the  Gaspee,  and  what 
was  to  follow  in  time  to  act  personally? 

Capt.  Lindsay  with  the  Hannah  reached 
Providence  about  half  past  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  and  at  once  informed 
John  Brown.  At  ten  o'clock  the  boats  If  ft 
to  make  the  assault.  How  in  two  hours 
and  a  half  could  information  of  the 
intended  assult  have  been  sent  to  Bristol 
where  Thomas  Swan  dwelt,  a  distant 
of  twenty  miles,  and  Swan  have  joined 
the  expedition,  another  distance  of 
twenty  miles? 

How  and  when  did  Thomas  Swan  in 
Bristol  leavu  of  the  purpose  to  assault. 
and  of  the  disguising  of  nun  as  Indians 
in  time  to  disguise  himself,  ride  with  a 
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horse  twenty  miles  and  reached  Provi- 
dence in  time  to  join  the  expedition? 

In  ihe  light  of  Dickinson's  testimony 
that  there  were  no  disguises,  what  be- 
comes of  the  line  in  the  eigth  Stanza, 
"Some  Xarragansett  Iridianmeii?" 

Judge  Staples  also  cowfirms  Dickinson 
when  he  (Staples)  says:  "The  parties 
assumed  no  disguise  of  any  kind,  but 
went  in  their  usual  dress.''  (Staples' 
Documentary  History,  55). 

The  writer  (B),  in  the  "Morning 
Courier,"'  explains  an  expression  in  the 
Ballad  which  has  not  elsewhere  been 
explained.  It  is  the  opening  of  the  13th 
verse,  thus : 

"One  thousand  more  he  says  he'll  spare 
For  those  who  say  they  Sheriffs   were." 

This  reference  to  "Sheriff"  or  to 
"Head  Sheriff"  first  appears  in  Dickin- 
son's testimony,  given  to  Admiral  Mon- 
tague.     (Doc.  History,   13). 

This  refers  to  an  expression  in  the 
Proclamation  by  the  King  and  the  re- 
wards offered,  in  which  are  these  words : 
"Led  by  two  persons,  who  were  called 
'The   Captain'   and  the   Head    Sheriff;'" 


again  "The  said  persons,  who  acted  as,  or 
called  themselves  or  were  called  by  their 
accomplices,  the  Head  Sheriff."  (See  the 
King's  Proclamation,  Staples'  Doc.  Hist., 
20).  In  the  communication,  signed  B,  in 
the  "Morning  Courier,"  January,  1837,  it 
is  stated  that  "The  Sheriff  of  Kent  was 
the  title  under  which  John  Brown 
passed"  while  the  assault  was  in  prog- 
ress. Brown  must  have  assumed  this 
title  under  which  to  hide,  because  of 
the  act  of  Duddingston  in  seizing  a 
small  vessel  owned  by  Jacob  Greene  & 
Co.,  "lying  within  the  County  of  Kent 
in  this  Colony"  loaded  with  rum.  "and 
sending  her  to  Boston  for  adjudication." 
It  was  an  "unlawful  transaction  on  Dud- 
dingston's  part,  and  for  which  he  was 
obliged   to  pay    the   Greenes. 

The  Ballad  says  that  the  thousand 
pounds  were  offered  for  a  confession. 
This  was  not  so.  The  Reward  was 
offered  for  evidence  which  would  con- 
vict. 

Dickinson  was  a  midshipman  on  the 
Gaspec.  Pie  testified  before  the  commis- 
sion, "The  person  who  was  called  the 
Head  Sheriff  was  a  tall,  genteel  man, 
dressed  in  blue  clothes,  his  hair  tied  be- 
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hind,  and  had  on  a  ruffled  shirt."  This 
was  John  Brown.  Dickinson  continues, 
"The  captain  of  the  gang  was  a  well- 
set  man  of  a  swarthy  complexion,  full 
face,  hoarse  voice,  and  wore  a  white 
cap,  was  well  dressed,  and  appeared 
rather  above  the  common  rank  of  man- 
kind." This  was  Captain  Abraham 
Whipple.  Dickinson  continues,  "The 
greater  part  of  those  on  board  the 
schooner  (Gaspee)  and  in  the  cabin 
were  persons  well  dressed,  many  of  them 
with  ruffled  shirts,  and  appeared  as  store 
keepers,  merchants,  or  masters  of  ves- 
sels."     (Staples'    Documentary    History, 

44). 

There  is  a  previous  deposition  taken 
by  Admiral  Montague  from  the  same 
Midshipman  Dickinson.  "After  he  (Dud- 
dingston)  was  wounded  he  got  aft  and 
sat  down  by  the  cabin  companionway, 
when  the  two  ringleaders,  with  a  num- 
ber following  them,  came  to  him  and  said, 
"Now  you  piratical  rascal,  we  have  got 
you.  Damn  you,  we  will  hang  you  all 
by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain.  Damn 
you,  what  made  you  fire  when  we  an- 
swered you   that   the   Head   Sheriff   was 


in  the  boat?"  Here  Staples  explains 
that  the  Head  Sheriff  and  captain 
are  fictitious  names  that  the  two 
ringleaders  went  by."  (Staples'  Docu- 
mentary  History,  13.) 

Col.  Ephraim  Bowen,  one  of  the  as- 
saulting party  from  Providence,  says : 
"in  about  a  minute  Duddingston 
mounted  the  starboard  gunwale  in  ins 
shirt  and  hailed  'who  comes  there?'  No 
answer.  He  hailed  again  when  Captain 
Whipple  answered  as  follows :  *I  am 
the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Kent;  God 
damn  you.  I  have  got  a  warrant  to  ap- 
prehend you,  God  damn  you.  So  sur- 
render, God  Damn  you,'"  etc.  (Staples' 
Documentary  History,  8.) 

The  Ballad  does  not  show  intrinsic  evi- 
dence of  the  personal  presence  01  the 
writer  of  it.  This  is  pecularly  shown  by 
the  line,  verse  8,  "Some  Narragansett  iu- 
dianmen."  There  was  no  Narragansett 
Indian  nor  any  one  disguised  as  such. 
Here  is  another  illustration :  "They  in 
his  britch  a  ball  did  fix."  (Verse  9). 
John  Mawney  and  Ephraim  Bowen, 
who  both  dressed  Duddingston's  wound, 
say-:     "It  was  found  the  ball  took  effect 


PROVIDENCE  BANKING  CO.. 

141  Westminster  Street, 


$1,000,000 


PROVIDENCE,  B.  I 

Capital    and    Surplus, 

Government  Bonds, 

Local  Securities  and   High  Grade   Investments, 

Foreign   Exchange. 


Private  Telegraph  Wires  to  New  York  and  Boston. 


48 


about  five  inches  below  the  navel." 
(Documentary  History,  8.)  Here  are 
still  other  specimens  "Being  sixty-four 
if  1  remember"  (Verse  9.)  "And 
burnt  her  up  we  understand."  (Verse 
icO  The  author  saw  nothing  nor  heard 
anything  which  somebody  else  has  al- 
ready and  quite  as  dramatically  told  us. 
But  the  author  is  entitled  to  this  con- 
sideration. He  wrote  very  soon  after 
the  Gaspee  was  burned.  This  was  done 
during  the  night  of  June  10th,  1772.  On 
the  morning  of  the  nth  of  June,  Mid- 
shipman Dickinson  was  sent  by  Lieut. 
Duddingston,  with  despatches  to  Admiral 
Montague  at  Boston.  Admiral  Montague 
sent  Dickinson's  testimony  on  that  same 
day  to  Governor  Wanton  at"  Newport. 
The  King's  Proclamation  of  Rewards 
reached  Newport,  December  14th,  1772. 
The  commission  ordered  by  the  King 
met  at  Newport  on  the  4th  of  January, 
1773-  They  sat  eighteen  days,  from 
January  4  to  January  22 ;  on  the  latter 
day  they  adjourned  to  meet  again  at 
Newport  on  the  26th  May  following- 
It  then  met  and  adjourned  finally  on 
the  23d  of  June,   1773;   their  report  be- 


ing dated  on  the  22d  of  that  month. 
This  Ballad  was  written  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  King's  offer  of  rewards.  Il 
contains  no  reference  to  the  commis- 
sion nor  to  its  action.  Even  had  Swan 
been  the  author  he  would  not  have 
dared  to  tell  what  he  knew  during  the 
year  in  which  the  King  and  the  com- 
mission were  pushing  these  inquiries. 
It  must  have  been  far  safer  to  tell  what 
they  knew  when  Mawney  and  Bower] 
disclosed  their  knowledge.  In  closing  1 
wish  to  recall  a  fact  which  most  men 
have   apparently    forgotten. 

!  The  assault  upon  the  Revenue  Cutter 
Gaspee  was  not  the  first  assault  of  its 
kind  by  the  merchants  of  Rhode  Island. 

!  In  July,  1769,  a  mob  at  Newport  seized 
the  Revenue  Cutter  Liberty  and  burned 
her,  and  taking  her  boats  ashore,  draw- 
ing them  through  the  streets  on  fire, 
holding  Captain  Reid  in  duress,  while 
this  work  was  in  progress.  Thus  the 
Gaspee  was  the  second  Revenue  Cutter 
destroyed  in  Narragansett  Bay,  1769- 
1772. 

The     statement     in     the     R.     I.     Col. 
Records    was   written   there   by   John   R. 
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Bartlett,  then  Secretary  of  State  and 
editor  of  the  published  Records.  There 
is  no  evidence  to  sustain  the  statement 
that  "Captain  Swan  of  Bristol  wrote  a 
poem  on  the  Gaspee  affair." 


HYGEIA  S     HEALTHFUL    HEIGHT 

1S01. 

"A    GOOD    SOIL    ON    A    HEALTHY    HILL." 

This  name,  given  to  a  certain  locality 
in  the  town  of  Foster,  R.  I.,  is  simul- 
taneous with  the  coming  there  of  Dr. 
Solomon  Drowne,  who  was  bom  in 
Providence  in  1753.  He  was  graduated 
from  Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown 
University,  in  1773.  He  studied  medi- 
cine and  became  a  physician,  and  later 
in  181 1  was  made  Professor  of  Medical 
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gardens  for  plants  arid  the  necessary 
study  were  here  in  Foster.  As  a 
physician  and  surgeon  he  was  in  the 
marine  service  of  Rhode  Island  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  Dr.  Drowne  settled  in  Provi- 
dence- and  practiced  his  profession.  In 
1778    he    became    one    of    the    company 


which  settled  Marietta  in  Ohio.  He 
dwelt  then  but  a  short  time,  returning 
to  Providence,  where  he  dwelt  until 
1792;  when  his  health  being  pr.or  be 
removed  west  again,  this  time  to  Mor- 
gantown,  in  Virginia.  He  remained 
there  two  years.  In  1794  he  removed 
to  Uniontown  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
lived  in  Uniontown  about  six  years 
when  he  came  back  again  to  Providence. 
Here  he  dwelt  in  1801,  when,  being  no 
doubt  led  by  his  college  classmate, 
Theodore  Foster,  he  bought  a  farm  on 
the  eastern  slope  of  a  high  hill,  then 
considered  the  highest  land  in  Rhode 
Island,  which  they  named  Mount  Hygeia. 
The  town  of  Foster  had  been  incor- 
porated by  the  General  Assembly  in 
17S1.  It  was  named  after  Theodore 
Foster,  then  an  active  young  man.  a 
graduate  of  Rhode  Island  College,  and 
at  the  time  of  incorporation  a  member 
of  the  Lower  House.  During  the  years 
while  Dr.  Drowne  had  been  living  on 
the  "western"  lands  his  college  friend 
had  been  active  in  assisting  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  town,  which  had  been 
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named  after  his  friend.  Dr.  Drowne 
was  led  to  buy  land  in  Foster  on  this 
hill  and  the  name,  Mount  Hygeia,  was 
given  to  it.  This  name,  came  of  course,  I 
from  the  Greek  mythology,  a  subject  j 
with  which  both  Drowne  and  Foster 
were  familiar.  Hygieia  was  the  God- 
dess of  Health.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Asclepius  or  Aesculapius,  as  it  is 
now  the  fashion  to  write  the  name.  On 
this  hill  dwelt  the  two  friends;  their 
dwellings  stood  on  an  adjoining  land. 
This  hill  is  practically  a  circular  mound 
and  not  a  range  of  hills;  the  brooks 
flow  down  its  sides  to  the  north  and 
the  south,  to  the  east  and  the  west. 
For  a  century  the  name  Mount  Hygeia 
has  been  known  to  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  as  applied  to  this  hill.  But  a  new 
name  was  given  to  it  on  the  Topograph- 
ical Map  of  the  State,  made  by  the 
United  States  Government  in  1891.  The 
hill  on  the  map  is  divided  into  two 
parts,  one  the  western  was  named 
Jerimoth,  pronounced  by  the  natives 
]crimoth}  the  accent  upon  the  i,  and  the 
other  named  Mount  Hygeia.  The 
height  of  Jerimoth  is  given  as  799  feet, 
and  Mount  Hygeia  is  given  as  being 
under  the  700-foot  line.  This  is  a  pure 
blunder.  There  is  practically  no  differ- 
ence in  the  height  of  the  two  points. 
By  whose  act  was  the  name  changed 
and  what  was  the  purpose?  The  hills 
in  every  town  were  all  listed  in  the 
Rhode  Island  census  of  1885,  but  the 
name  of  Jerimoth  does  not  appear  at 
that  time  as  the  name  of  a  hill  in  Foster. 
I  -will  come  again  presently  to  this  sub- 
ject, but  just  here  I  want  to  touch  a 
moment  upon  the  effect  upon  the  health 
of  his  family  which  the  settlement 
upon  Mount  Hygeia  had  upon  Dr. 
Drowne's  family.  During  the  twenty 
years,  1 779-1 799,  nine  children  were 
born  to  the  Drownes.  Two  years  after 
the  last  birth  Dr.  Drowne  came  there 
on  Mount  Hygeia  to  dwell.  Before  his 
coming  Sophia  died,  aged  5  years;  and 
a    second    Sophia    died,    aged   6   months. 


After  his  coming  another  Sophia  (hi 
3rd)  died,  aged  30  years;  Eliza,  aged 
83;  Cornelia,  aged  64;  Sarah,  aged  96; 
William,  aged  81;  Solomon,  aged  5.?; 
Henry,  aged  74;  Dr.  Solomon,  aged  81, 
and  his  wife,  aged  85.  The  same 
medical  skill  was  given  to  the  two  chil- 
dren who  died  before  the  coming  to 
Mount  Hygeia  as  was  given  to  those 
who  dwelt  subsequently  on  Mount 
Hygeia  for  so  many  years.  These  re- 
sults amply  justify  the  use  of  the  name 
given  by  Dr.  Solomon  Drowne,  and 
Theodore  Foster  in  1801,  and  which 
every  inhabitant  should  insist  upon 
preserving.  The  name  Jerimoth  was 
given  in  1891  by  some  person  unknown 
to  the  men  engaged  in  making  the  sur- 
veys for  the  topographical  map,  issued 
by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  that  year.  It  was  taken  from 
a  man,  Jerimoth  Brown,  whose  tomb- 
stone is  still  standing  on  the  south  side 
of  the  road  to  Killingly,  Connecticut. 
passing  through  North  Foster.  Jerimoth 
Brown  died  there  March  15,  1830,  just 
within  the  line  between  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut,  aged  46  years.  He  wa> 
a  son  (I  believe)  of  John  Brown,  who 
is  buried  beside  him,  having  died  27th 
February,  1833.  These  Browns  are  not 
descendants  from  our  Rhode  Islander, 
Chad  Brown,  of  excellent  memory,  but 
they  were  descendants,  from  the  Ply- 
mouth Colony  family,  the  early  members 
of  which  were  the  most  persistent  ene- 
mies of  Roger  Williams  and  the  Colony 
of  Rhode  Island.  Jeremoth  is  a  Bible 
name  of  ancient  Hebrew  men.  It  has 
no  meaning.  It  is  sometimes  printed 
in  the  Bible  Jerimoth,  but  the  pronoun- 
ciation  is  never  Jerimoth,  but  Jeremoth. 
This  comes  from  the  original  English 
edition  of  Smith's  Bible  Dictionary  than 
which  there  is  at  present  no  higher 
authority.  There  were  several  Amer- 
ican abridgments  published  in  single 
volumes.  In  one  of  those  abridgments 
the  word  is  given  as  meaning  a  hill,  or 
a    height.      But    this   definition    does   not 
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exist  in  the  English  edition.  There  is 
in  the  original  edition  an  article,  giving 
an  elaborate  account  of  the  "High 
Places"  mentioned  in  the  Bible,  but  no 
Jercmoth  is  mentioned  as  being  one  of 
them.  The  classic  name,  Mount  Hygiea, 
given  by  the  founders  of  the  town,  so 
clearly  justified  by  the  results  of  un- 
deniable facts  as  the)-  existed  in  Dr. 
Solomon  Drowne's  family,  one  would 
think  would  induce  the  owners  of  land 
upon  this  now  celebrated  "Mount"'  to 
preserve  the  classic  name  which  the 
founders  gave,  and  which  the  land  so 
well  illustrates  rather  than  to  permit 
some  interloper  to  destroy  the  name 
and  replace  it  by  another  of  a  man 
whose  ancestors  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  attempting  to  destroy  the  possibility 
of  the  establishment  of  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions. 


If  Congress  can  legally  make  a  law 
fixing  fundamental  money  in  this  coun- 
try, wherein  lies  the  safety  of  property? 
If  Congress  can  get  possession  of  our 
property  by  throwing  overboard  gold 
or  silver,  about  how  long  will  these 
designing  men  wait  before  doing  so? 
I  ask  the  Evening  Post  or  the  New 
York  Times  to  explain  how  Congress 
can   be  left  to  fix  what  shall  be  money. 


The  execution  .of  Tucker  by  Massa- 
chusetts for  a  murder  on  the  evidence 
of  the  identity  of  a  hatpin,  will  result 
in  the  overthrow  of  the  present  informal 
judicial  system,  which  not  only  permits, 
but  assists  in  such  work.  The  Salem 
witchcraft  h 
comparisons. 


The  People  will  take  the  coal  mines — 
Bryan  or  no  Bryan — and  pay  for  them 
exactly  what  the  People  paid  in  1867 
for  the  title  deed  of  a  negro  slave.  In 
1861-4.  it  was  a  matter  of  freedom  for 
a  black  slave,  now  it  is  a  question  of 
freedom  for  the  white' slave. 


There  is  no  remedy  for  the  People  a> 
against  the  Standard  Oil  and  its  "Bible" 
Classes  in  the  courts.  The  trickery  of 
lawyers  and  the  money  taken  from  the 
People,  will  prevent  the  People  from 
ever   receiving   their   rights. 


Mr.    Chadwick,    the    Smoke    Nuisance 
Law  engineer,  has  given  me  his    record 

of  seven  violations  of  this  law,  by  the 
National  Worsted  Mill  at  OIneyville, 
which  location  is  in  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence. Not  one  of  these  complaints 
was  ever  prosecuted  by  the  City  Solici- 
tor. The  manager  of  this  law-breaking 
corporation  saw  the  City  Solicitor  and 
nothing  came  from  Mr.  Chadwick's 
work.  Is  such  work  law,  or  is  it 
politics? 


Is  the  town  government  of  Warren 
ever  going  to  proceed  legally  and 
criminally  against  Thomas  W.  Bicknell 
for  converting  to  his  own  use  the 
Earliest  Record  Book  of  Title  Deeds 
in  the  custody  of  the  Town  Clerk?  It 
was    larceny   clear   and   distinct. 


The  New  York  Times  is  an  Individ- 
ual Trust  organ.  Concerning  Bryan's 
Government  Ownership  of  Railroads, 
the  Times  says :  "The  courts  will  pro- 
nounce it  confiscation."  Well,  what  if 
they  do.  The  People  will  consficate  the 
courts  just  as  they  did  after  the  Dred 
Scott  Decision.  The  Times  stand  first, 
last,  all  the  time,  for  the  power  of  con- 
trol and  the  making  ''rebates"  to  them- 
selves of  all  highways  and  other  rail- 
roads in  the  United  States.  In  plain  Eng- 
lish, the  Times  would  and  does  work 
for  Rockefeller's  Standard  Oil  "Bible 
Gass"  in  controlling  prices  of  travel 
and  of  property  in  the  primary  interest 
of   the   Standard   Oil. 


It  is  not  a  Government  of  the  People, 
by  the  People,  for  the  People,  but  a 
Government  of  the  People,  by  the  Stand- 
ard Oil  Trust,  for  John  D.  Rockefeller 
and  H.   H.  Rogers. 


■ J  52 

UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts.,  Providence. 

LONG  EXPERIENCE  IN  BANKING,  like  long  experience  in 
other  lines  of  business,  is  a  valuable  asset.  This 
bank,  after  half  a  century  of  existence,  has  the 
experience  necessar}^  to  give  patrons  a  wise  and 
conservative  banking  service. 

This   Bank    pays   FOUR   PER   CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 

We  allow  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


Suppose  that  some  judicial  court  de- 
cides that  for  one  man  to  take  putrid 
matter  from  a  festering  sore  on  a  cow's 
udder  or  on  a  horse's  fetlock,  and  with 
the  knife  gash  my  flesh  and  thrust  the 
morbid  poison  into  me,  under  the  pre- 
tence that  such  -work  is  a  protection  to 
the  judges  of  the  court,  as  well  as  other 
people,  am  I  bound  to  submit?  Never; 
the  decision,  if  such  stuff  can  be  called 
a  decision,  is  itself  a  criminal  act. 


It  must  be  a  satisfaction  to  any  man 
of  intelligence  to  be  convicted  and 
hanged  upon  the  testimony  of  such  wit- 
nesses as  Dr.  Francis  A.  Harris  in  the 
case  of  Tucker  for  the  murder  of  Miss 
Page.  Boston  doctors  are  becoming  in- 
teresting since  dress  suit  case  McLeod 
came  into  public  notice. 


It  is  time  that  men  gave  a  few  min- 
utes consideration  to  the  customary 
practice  of  the  three  professions,  law, 
medicine  and  theology,  and  the  uses 
made  of  them. 


From  The  State,  Aug.  I : 

POLITICAL    POINTERS. 

"Nothing  is  too  small  for  the  Repub- 
lican machine  to  pick  up  this  year. 
Even  Book  Notes  appears  to  be  touting 
for  the  machine  and  its  organ.  The 
Perry  and  Colt  banks  contribute  a  large 
share  of  Book  Notes  advertising." 

Yes ;  these  banks  do  advertise  in 
Book  Notes  and  they  pay  the  bills,  and 
so,  too,  does  Book  Notes.  Its  debts  are 
as  diminutive  as  itself.  The  State  might 
do   well   to  try  it. 


The  newspapers  now  tell  us  that  the 
Standard  Oil  (Bible  Class)  is  gathering 
in  all  Distillery  Plants  in  the  count r\ 
now  existing,  for  the  making  of  Dena- 
tured  alcohol. 


The  appointment  of  a  credit  Mobilicr 
Hazard  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  a 
New  York  Life  Insurance  Company 
where  meh  provide  for  their  wives  and 
children,  seems  to  me  to  be  little  better 
than  sacrilege. 
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The  graft  of  office  holding  in  England 
in  the  days  of  Roger  Williams  (in 
1652).  He  says:  "It  seems  to  be  an 
ungospel  or  unchristian  task  put  upon 
the  civil  state  to  grant  licenses,  as  to 
Bishops,  for  preaching,  &c.  It  is  not 
hard  to  guesse  that  were  it  not  for  the 
Magistrates  Pay  and  Sword,  very  few 
would  be  found  to  sollicte  his  Test  or 
Testimony.  But  doubtless  such  Preach- 
ers who,  either  above  or  under  board, 
make  a  bargain  for  so  much,  or  so  much, 
without  which  they  will  not  be  sent.  I 
humbly  conceive  they  can-  never  be  said 
to  be  sent  by  Christ  Jesus,  although  all 
the  Civil  Powers  in  the  world  should 
subscribe  to  these  Commissions  and 
Sendings."  (Williams'  Fourth  Paper 
presented  to  Major  Butler.  London, 
1652,  p.  13.) 


Can  the  General  Assembly  by  the 
enactment  declare  a  thing  a  nuisance, 
and  then  give  men  the  legal  right  to 
practice  this  nuisance  five  minutes  at  a 
time  all  day  long?  Blackstone  defines 
a  nuisance  as  being  "anything  that 
worketh  hurt,  inconvenience,  or  damage" 
(3  Commentaries,  216).  Our  General 
Assembly  has  declared  the  smoke  of 
soft  coal  to  be  a  nuisance.  My  vinegarry 
Book  Notes  asks  its  friend,  City  Solic- 
itor Baker,  to  enforce  the  law.  If  it 
is  bad,  his  enforcement  will  cause  the 
repeal  with  no  expense  to  these  bad 
men  now  refusing  to  obey  the  law. 


This  interesting  paragraph  I  took  from 
the  Providence  Journal: 

"One  day  last  week  there  was  a  public 
hearing  at  the  State  House  on  the  peti- 
tion of  certain  parties  to  rescind  the 
charter  of  the  American  Investors*  Com- 
pany. Lawyer  Burbank  was  attorney 
for  the  concern.  A  little  German  spoke 
against  the  company,  and  he  caused  a 
ripple  of  merriment,  though  he  had  no 
idea  of  doing  so." 

"I  put  my  good  money  in  the  com- 
pany, and  1  get  no  satisfaction,"  he  ve- 
hemently stated.  '"I  ask  my  friends  who 
is  a  good  lawyer.  They  say  go  see  Mr. 
Burbank.  I  see  Mr.  Burbank.  He  look 
over  the  matter  carefully  and  then  say, 
'It's  a   skin  game  they  are  playing.'  " 

"Are  you  sure  I  made  that  statement*''" 
solemnly  inquired  the  attorney. 

"Am  I  sure?"  said  the  German.  "Of 
course  I  am.  You  say  it  is  a  skin  game 
not  only  once,  but  two,  three  times." 

"But,"  insisted  Mr.  Burbank,  "did  I 
not  tell  you  that  you  had  no  case?" 

"Yes,"  returned  the  other,  to  the  im- 
mense amusement  of  the  spectators, 
"you  say  I  had  no  case,  but  not  until 
after  you  had  been  engaged  as  lawyer 
for  the  company." 

It  reminds  me  of  a  little  transaction 
which  I  once  had  with  this  "Lawyer 
Burbank".  I  gathered  written  evidence 
of  a  combination  made  by  dealers  in  coal 
here  in  Providence  to  squeeze  those  of 
us    who    are    obliged    to    use    coal,    this 
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evidence  to  be  laid  before  the  Grand 
Jury,  of  which  I  was  then  a  member. 
Burbank  was  Attorney  General.  I  gave 
this  evidence  to  Lawyer  Burbank  to  ex- 
amine. He  put  it  in  his  pocket  and  after 
the  Grand  Jury  had  been  dismissed  and 
paid  off,  handed  it  back  to  me. 


A  very  curious  and  interesting  pam- 
phlet has  come  recently  into  my  posses- 
sion, entitled  "Description  of  the  Ameri- 
can Electro  Magnetic  Telegraph  now  in 
operation  between  the  cities  of  Wash- 
ington and  Baltimore,"  illustrated  by 
14  wood  engravings,  by  Alfred  Vail. 
It  is  an  Svo,  having  24  pages.  On  the 
cover  is  this  paragraph  from  a  report 
just  then  made  by  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  :  "The  same  principle 
which  justified  and  demanded  the  trans- 
ference of  the  mail  on  many  chief  routes 
from  the  horse-drawn  coach  on  common 
hfghways  to  steam-impelled  vehicles  on 
land  and  water  is  equally  potent  to  war- 
rant the  calling  of  the  electro  magnetic 
telegraph— that  last  and  most  wondrous 
birth  of  this  wonder  teeming  age — in  aid 
of   the   post    office,    in    discharge    of    its 


great    functions",    etc.      This    telegraph 

line  was  the  first  in  the  world.  Hence 
the  pictures  of  the  apparatus  and  how 
to  work  it,  and  the  alphabets,  and  speci- 
mens must  be  very  curious  to  those  who 
now  use  the  modern  appliances. 


Mr.  Henry  Loomis  Nelson,  whose 
name  is  now  so  familiar  to  us,  who  are 
readers  of  the  Boston  Herald,  was  in 
1884  clerk  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  at  Washington,  and 
John  G.  Carlisle  was  the  Speaker.  Mr. 
Nelson  wrote  a  pamphlet,  '"Our  Unjust 
Tariff  Law".  I  will  reproduce  his  open- 
ing: ''Protection  in  this  country  means 
a  tax  levied  on  every  merchant,  work- 
ingman,  farmer,  and  other  consumers 
for  the  ben.-fii'  of  certain  manufacturer*! 
This  tax  is  indirect ;  it  is  paid  first  by 
the  person  who  buys  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try goods  that  are  on  the  tariff  list.  In 
the  end  it  is  paid  by  the  man  who  buys 
the  goods  for  his  own  use.  Tor  example, 
if  the  government  collects  55  per  cent, 
en  a  woolen  coat  which  cost  in  England 
$10.00,  the  merchant  who  buys  it  and 
brings  it  here  must  pay  for  it  $15.50; 
and   when   he    sells   it   to   the   man   who 
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will  wear  it,  he  must  charge  him  the 
$15.50  and  the  profit,  which  he  must 
get  in  order  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his 
store,  and  his  home,  and  for  savings." 
This  was  written  to  show  how  the  con- 
sumer pays  the  tax.  But  there  is  an 
aspect  far  worse  than  Mr.  Loomis  has 
shown.  The  American  manufacturer 
gets  a  tariff  of  55  per  cent,  on  woolen 
coats;  take,  for  illustration,  a  coat  sell- 
ing in  England  for  $10.00.  This  tariff 
adds  $5.50  to  the  cost  here ;  now,  the 
American  manufacturer  does  not  im- 
ports his  coats,  but  makes  them  here: 
hence  he  pays  not  the  $5.50  which  the 
tariff  tax  levies,  but  he  adds  the  tariff 
tax  to  the  sale  of  his  coats.  The  Ameri- 
can manufactures  his  coats  as  cheaply 
as  the  Englishman  can  do  it.  But  the 
tariff  keeps  out  the  Englishman  and.  per- 
mits the  American  to  rob  the  American 
buyer  of  $5.50  on  every  .  woolen  coat 
bought  bv  consumers  here. 


to  change  her  currency  system  from  .sil- 
ver to  the  gold  .standard."  There  was 
not  a  word  of  truth  in  the  statement, 
nor  is  it  true  today. 


The  Boston  Herald  says  editorially, 
30th  November.  1905:  "ANOTHER 
RECRUIT  FOR  GOLD.  Mexico  has 
determined  to  take  the  preliminary  steps 


A  scheme  is  on  foot  among  those  who 
are  refusing  obedience  to  the  smoke 
nuisance  law,  to  have  it  repealed  by  the 
next  General  Assembly.  The  view  of 
the  enforcement  of  this  law  for  the  past 
three  years  suggests  the  needless  waste 
of  time  in  repealing.  The  Olneyville 
manufacturers  are  fast  becoming  a  posi- 
tive danger  to  the  health  by  the  Wreck- 
ing and  destruction  of  oxygen .  in  the 
air  we  are  forced  to  breathe.  Lord 
Bolingbroke  once  wrote:  "It  is  a  very 
easy  thing  to  devise  good  laws;  but  the 
difficulty  is  to  make  them  effective". 
(Spence's  Anecdotes,  p.   10.) 


I  reproduce  from  the  issue  of  Book 
Notes,  September  8th  last,  the  following 
note : 

''The  Roman  Catholic  government  here 
in  Providence  is  at  work  providing 
Roman   Catholic   schools   for   the   special 
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education  of  the  children  of  that  de- 
nomination, on  the  ground  that  Provi- 
dence schools  are  too  wicked  to  be  used 
by  them.  This,  too,  when  more  than 
one-half  the  teachers  in  our  Providence 
schools  are  Roman  Catholics,  and  un- 
der the  domination  of  some  priest  of 
that  school.  If  the  schools  are  too 
wicked  for  the  children,  are  they  not  too 
wicked   for  the  teachers?" 

Upon  the  publication  of  the  next  issue 
Book  Notes  received  from  the  Postmas- 
ter at  Pawtucket  this:  "Your  paper 
addressed  to  Hugh  ^Carroll  is  not  taken 
out,  but  remains  dead  in  this  office;  rea- 
son, refused."',  ist,  Book  Notes  is  not 
now  dead,  nor  will  it  die  because  of  this 
loss  of  an  old  subscriber.  I  will  iterate 
and  re-iterate  this  great  wrong  if  every 
Roman  Catholic  on  the  list  declines  to  take 
my  Book  Notes.  The  Public  Schools  in 
the  United  States  will  never  be  run  in 
the  interest  of  the  Roman  Catholic  nor 
any  other  church,  and  it  is  time  that 
Hugh    Carroll   saw   it. 


In  his  speech  at  Radford,  Virginia,  to 
an  immense  crowd,  Bryan  referred  t<j 
the  Railroad  Rate  law,  recently  enacted 
by  Congress,  and  said  "he  was  going  a 
step  farther  on  the  railroad  question,'' 
and  continued : 

"I  am  not  here  to  bring  you  to  my 
conclusions  on  the  railroad  question,"  he 
declared. 

"Now,  I  want  to  say  that  my  position 
has  been  misstated  and  in  some  places 
misconstrued.  I  have  been  accused  of 
favoring  a  thing  that  would  lead  to 
centralization.  Let  me  remind  you  that 
this  plan  not  only  does  not  lead  to  cen- 
tralization, but  it  is  the  first  suggestion 
made  in  many  years  that  looks  toward 
the  strengthening  of  the  State  and  mak- 
ing a  bulwark  against  centralization. 

"I  believe  in  our  constitutional  doc- 
trine that  local  things  are  for  the  States 
and  national  affairs  for  the  Federal 
Government;  and,  therefore,  instead  of 
advocating  a  federal  ownership  that 
would  centralize  all  this  power  at  Wash- 
ington, I  advocate  a  dual  plan,  whereby 
only  the  trunk  lines  would  be  under  the 


INDUSTRIAL  TRUST  COMPANY, 

49  WESTMINSTER  ST.,    PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 

Capital,  $3,000,000.  Surplus     $4,000,000. 

Transacts  a  General  Banking  and  Trust  Business.  Interest  paid   on   Deposits 

Legal  Depository  for  Executors,   Administrators,   Guardians,   Trustees,  Etc. 

DIRECTORS. 
Arthur  L.   Kelley, 
H.  Martin  Brown, 
Frederick  Tompkins, 
Levi  P.  Morton, 
James  Stillman, 
George  F.   Baker, 
G.  G.  Haven, 
Thomas  F.   Ryan, 
Henry  A.  C.  Taylor, 
George  M.  Thornton, 


RamuelP.  Colt, 
Olney  T.  Inman, 
George  P.  Wetmore, 
William  R.  Dupee, 
Warren  O.  Arnold, 
Richard  A.   Robertson, 
Joshua  M.  Addeman, 
W.  T.  C.  Wardwell, 
James  M.  Scott, 
William  H.  Perry, 


George  H.  Norman, 
Cyrus  P.  Brown, 
Elbridge  T.  Gerry, 
Jacob  H.  Schiff, 
Richard  S.  Howland, 
Charles  C.  Harrington, 
Joseph  Davol, 
Louis  H.  Comstock, 
Herbert  N.  Fenner. 
J.  Milton  Payne, 
Eben  N.  Littlefield. 
SAMUEL    P.    COLT,    President.  J.   M.   ADDEMAN,   Vice-President 

CYRUS   P.   BROWN,   Treasurer.  WALDO  M.  PLACE,  AssL  Treasurer. 

WARD   E.    SMITH,    Secretary.  HENRY   B.   CONGDON,   Asst.   8ec'y. 

OTIS  EVERETT*  Auditor. 


157 


control  of  the  Federal  Government,  and 
all  the  local  lines  under  the  control  of 
the  State  Government. 

"So,  my  friends,  instead  of  being  for 
centralization,  this  is  the  plan  that  gives 
to  the  State  -the  power  to  strengthen 
itself  and  to  attend  to  its  own  affairs." 

Such  a  position,  the  New  York  Times 
says,  has  politically  killed  Bryan.  I 
don't  see  it. 


There  is  a  human  ailment  at  present 
existing  which  doctors  have  named  the 
"Hay  Fever";  others  have  named  it  the 
"Rose  Cold'',  depending  upon  the  time 
when  it  appears  in  individuals  when 
Roses  are  in  bloom  or  Hay  is  being 
'*made'\  There  was  a  case  (of  a  man 
whom  I  knew)  which  came  on,  upon  the 
iSth  August,  by  the  calendar,  every 
year,  and  lasted  until  the  autumn  frosts 
appeared.  All  roses  had  long  ceased 
from  blooming,  and  all  hay  had  long- 
been  stored  in  barns.  But  his  case  came 
regularly  by  the  almanac.  Does  the  mind 
produce  disease,  and  keep  disease  in 
operation? 


On  the  23d  November,  1905,  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  published  an  editorial  on 
"The  Advance  of  Silver''.  On  the  22(1 
November  the  price  of  silver  was  64  7-8 
in  New  York  City.  That  newspaper 
stated:  "The  advance  in  silver  (from 
47  in  1902)  to  the  highest  in  live  years 
is  a  movement  of  large  interest.  Various 
reasons  are  given  for  the  advance;  some 
of  the  causes  go  back  two  or  three 
years  or  more  (which  is  very  definite). 
Others  are  recent  and  probably  tempo- 
rary;  developments  in  the  trade,"  etc. 
It  is  now  nearly  a  year  since  that  was 
written,  and  gold  on  September  nth  last 
was  68  1-2.  Such  was  the  crime  of 
1S73- 


Will  the  livening  Post,  or  the  New- 
York  Times,  or  the  JVall  Street  Journal 
kindly  inform  me  where  Congress  gets 
the  power  to  fix  the  thing  called  funda- 
mental money,  and  to  increase,  or  de- 
crease, the  amount  whenever  the  mem- 
bers desire  to  lower  or  increase  the 
value  of  my  house? 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 

as  the}'  were  known  to 

CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when   Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 
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The  Springfield  Republican  gave  us  a  few  days  ago  a  collection  of  opinions, 
or  rather  characterizations,  of  Mr.  Bryan,  given  by  representative  "republican" 
newspapers  after  the  presidential  election  of  1900.  This  collection  was  made  by 
a  professor  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  1  reprint  it,  and  in  a  parallel 
column,  the  characterizations  of  Oliver  Cromwell  put  into  type  by  men  supposed 
at  the  time  to  be  educated. 


Bryan  Described. 

"Dead  and  buried  beyond  hope  of 
resurrecticm." 

"Janus-faced  trickster." 

"Quack  nostrum   doctor." 

"Magician."' 

"Dr.  Jeckyll  and  Mr.  Hyde." 

"Lightning  rod  man." 

"Safebreaker." 

"Court   Jester." 

"Anarchist." 

"Artful   dodger." 

"Divvicrat." 

"Brazen  footman  to  rapacious  Tam- 
many tiger." 

"Blatant   demagog." 

"Constitutional   pessimist." 

"Traitor." 

"Apostle  of  sedition  and  class  hatred." 

"Unscrupulous  expounder  of  emotional 
popocratic  politics." 

"Un  homme  capable  de  tout." 

"Buried  under  an  avalanche  of  votes." 

The  representative  opinions  of  Bryan- 
ism  were  no  less  emphatic  and  to  the 
point  : 

"Stamped    out." 

"Its  end  has  come." 

"It  stands  condemned  before  the  world 
with  none  so  poor  to  do  it  reverence." 

"All  that  the  Democratic  party,  under 
Mr.  Bryan,  has  contended  for  has  been 
repudiated." 

The  election  "marks  the  deliverance 
from  the  combination  of  all  the  lunacies 
of  the  p>ast.*' 

We  have  left  behind  "the  whole 
congeries  of  fads  and  follies  and  hatreds 
that  greedy  and  unscrupulous  men  have 
gathered  together  in  a  modern  cave  of 
Adullan  for  a  menace  to  ordered  popu- 
lar government." 


Cromivell    Described. 

"He  was   a  tyrant."     Alg.  Sidney. 

"The  greatest  instrument  of  happiness 
my  age  ever  produced."    Fauconberg. 

"A  dexterous  villain."     Voltaire. 

"Miraculously  raised  ifp  by  God." 
Morland. 

"Both  a  tyrant  and  a  usurper." 
Wicquefort. 

"A  person  raised  to  free  his  country." 
Milton. 

"A  fortunate  fool."  Mazarin. 
."\  urave  *vicrveu  man.      Clarendon. 

"He  was  a  coward."    Dcnzil  Holies. 

"A  bloody  usurper."     Voltaire. 

"A  sovereign  that  knew  the  art  of 
governing.     Voltaire. 

"Unjust,  violent,  and  void  of  virtue." 
Brandenburg. 

"Endowed  with  an  extraordinary  wis- 
dom and  courage."     Morland. 

"He  was  a  coward  at  first.'''     Manlcy. 

"He  was  of  great  courage  and  vast- 
ness  of  mind."     Manlcy. 

"Generous  and   dissembling," 
He's  a  sorte  of  a  Devil."     Gzvyn. 
"One    scarcely    handsome    enough    to 
have   been    the   progeny   of   Hecuba   had 
she  whelped  him  when  she  was  a  bitch." 
Hubibras  in  Prose  16S2. 

"His  plagues  excell  in  killing  torments 
and  a  blacker  hell."     Gwyn. 

"His  soul,  too,  was  as  ugly  as  his 
bod}-,  for  who  can  expect  a  jewel  in 
the  head  of  a  toad?"  Hudibras  in  Prose 
16S2. 


Concerning  the  Bryan  list  the  Republican  said  "These  sober  judgments 
were  almctst  universal,  and  they  were  delivered  so  recently  that  there  is  no 
American  voter  who  finds  himself  startled  in  reading  them  once  more.  The 
quaint  lesson  they  teach  today  is  that  of  all  our  public  men  the  'dead  and 
buried'  one  may  be  so  full  of  life  thai  no  grave  can  hold  him.  Mr.  Bryan's 
presidential  prospects  need  not  concern  us ;  they  are  highly  uncertain.  But  the 
present  situation  at  least  is  one  of  the  most  instructive  in  our  political  history 
concerning  the  possible  longevity  of  a  public  career.  From  the  'dead  and 
buried'    viewpoint,    we    have    nothing    in  our  annals  to  match  Mr.  Bryan." 


'59 


The  character  of  farming  is  changing 
rapidly.  It  is  coming  more  and  more  to 
be  an  efficient,  profitable  and  attractive 
business.  With  here  and  there  an  ex- 
ception, in  the  past  we  have  not  given 
much  consecutive  thought  to  the  busi- 
ness— nothing  like  as  much  as  the  mer- 
chant gives  to  his  business  or  the  doctor 
to  his.  It  has  been  so  "easy"  a  busi- 
ness that  untrained  men  could  succeed 
in  it.  The  change  in  economic  and  social 
conditions  is  breaking  up  the  tradition. 
Farming  is  becoming  more  difficult,  and 
the  old  methods  must  go.  In  the  future 
only  the  well-informed  and  efficient- 
thinking  man  can  succeed ;  that  is,  only 
the  educated  man. — From  Prof.  Bailey 
in  the  September  Century. 


The  fiction  of  The  Century  for  the 
new  magazine  year  is  to  include  novels 
by  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett  and  Eliza- 
beth Robins,  besides  the  '"Running  Wa- 
ter'' of  A.  E.  W.  Mason,  which  will 
continue  for  a  number  of  months.  Mrs. 
Burnett's  new  story  will  be  called  "The 
Shuttle*'  and  is  described  as  an  interna- 
tional novel  of  English  and  American 
life.  "Come  and  Find  Me"  of  Elizabeth 
Robins  will  have  its  scenes  laid  in  Cali- 
fornia and  the  far  North. 


The  Roman  Catholics  here  are  taxed 
to  support  Roman  Catholic  schools,  that 
is  so m cK  Roman  Catholics  are  so  taxed; 
and  he  is  taxed  here  in  the  United  States 
and  always  will  be  for  the  support  of 
American  public  schools,  and  Book 
Notes  loses  a  subscriber  for  stating  such 
an  opinion.  Nevertheless  it  is  well  to 
know  just  where  men  stand  on  .these 
matters  in  this  country. 


Having  seized  all  the  earning  powers 
of  twenty-five  millions  of  men,  the  New 
York  Times  is  screaming  for  conserva- 
tism. One  will  began  to  think  that  it 
is  about  time  for  a  change  before  the 
Times  grows  much  older  or  wiser. 


The  New  York  financial  farce  of  send- 
ing gold  back  and  forth  across  the 
Atlantic  continues.  How  long  is  this 
nonsense  to   continue? 


Having  seized  possession  of  all  the 
highways  of  commerce,  Rockefeller  and 
his  Bible  class,  assisted  by  the  New- 
York  Times,  insists  that  the  People  of 
this  country  should  stand  pat.  The 
Times  and  its  protege  will  presently 
learn  that  this  world,  nor  its  people,  ever 
stand  pat. 


Having  seized  control  of  all  roads  and 
railroads,  brother  Rockefellei  can  carry 
his  Bible  class  and  all  their  luggage  for 
a  cent  a  pound  anywhere,  on  the  same 
day,  making  you  and  me  pay  for  us  and 
our  luggage  a  Dollar  a  pound.  What  is 
our  remedy;  or  how  can  we  do  business? 
The  Times  will  tell  us  to  shut  up. 


The  growth  of  an  idea  is  always  in- 
teresting to  educated  people.  There  is 
a  fine  specimen,  for  it  shows  not  alone 
the  growth,  but  its  fearful  force  as  well. 

"To  say  that  a  man  lieth''  is  as  much 
as  to  say  that  he  is  brave  toward  God. 
and  a  coward  toward  men,  for  a  lie 
faces  God  and  shrinks  from  man."' 
(Francis  Bacon's  Essays,  1598,   61.) 

This  Bacon  took  from  Montaigne,  he 
has  himself  informed  us.  "Lying  is  a 
disgraceful,  vice  affording  testimony 
that  one  first  despises  God.  and  then 
fears  men."  (Montaigne's  Essays,  1580, 
in  Costes  Trans.  2,  p.  460.) 

This  idea  Montaigne  took  from  Plu- 
trach's  life  of  Lysander,  written  about 
A.  D.  100  and  printed  first  in  1517.  Plu- 
tarch wrote:  "To  cheat  a  boy  with  dice, 
or  men  with  oaths,  shows  that  he  who 
overreaches  by  an  oath  admits  that  he 
fears  his  enemy  while  he  despises  God." 

This  can  be  shown  to  have  been  taken 
from  Plutarch  by  a  Latin  quotation 
which  Montaigne  used;  but  from  which 
he  omitted  two  important  words. 
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poses  a  savings  account  in  time  of  sickness,  trouble 
or  misfortune  is  of  far  more  value  You  can  open  a 
savings  account  here  with  one  dollar  or  more.  Better 
start  now. 

This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
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The  law  enacted  permitting  the  city 
of  Chicago  to  operate  the  street  rail- 
roads in  that  city  has  been  steadily 
fought  in  the  courts.  In  every  instance 
the  right  of  public  ownership  by  the  city 
has  been  affirmed.  A  "committee"  of 
taxpayers  fought  the  constitutionality  of 
the  law,  and  the  court  not  only  upheld 
it,  but  declared  that  the  law  applied  to 
every  town  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  How 
much  worse  is  Bryan's  plan  for  gov- 
ernment ownership. 


The  Journal  of  the  6th'  inst  informs 
me  that  "Bryan  is  a  bore".  It  is  true— 
but  the  hole  grows.  In  its  last  Sunday 
issue  it  printed  a  huge  heading,  "STEEL 
TRUST  OPENS  FIRE  ON  W.  J. 
BRYAN",  and  "Bombards  him  with 
Trade  Figures  Disclaiming  Monopoly". 
Bryan's  answer  appears  in  the  same  col- 
umn, and  never  was  an  accusation  more 
neatly  nor   instantly   destroyed. 


These  Standard  Oil  trunk  Hue  rob- 
beries are  fatal  to  all  business,  and  they 
must,  and  will  be  destroyed.  But  the 
Express'Companies  are  doiug  just  the 
same  thing.  They  charge  me  15  cents 
for  sending  a  book  to  Chicago  (1,000 
miles)  and  on  the  same  day  charge  me 
30  cents  for  sending  the  same  book 
to  my  friend  Potter  at  Kingston,  R.  I. 
(30  miles).  So  we  are  to  stand  pat, 
under  that,  are  we. 


Men  will  presently  learn  that  there 
is  something  else  besides  the  "Almighty" 
Dollar  which  is  All  Mighty  in  this  coun- 
try. Men  will  say  of  wealth  as  one  did 
of  an  insolent   Quack: 

Thy  physic's  nought  and  makes  my  ill- 
ness  worse ; 
My  body  needs   some  care   and  not  my 
purse.  / 

This  from  Plutarch's  Morals.  (1696, 
v.  2,  342.) 
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A  book  has  been  recently  published  at 
Washington,  D.  G,  which  will  interest 
Rhode  Island.  It  is  "The  Psalms 
Poetically  Rendered  in  Rhyme." — Ed- 
ward YIth  Version  (by)  Isaac  P. 
Noyes,  Pearson  Printing  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  1906.  It  is  an  octavo,  hav- 
ing 178  pages.  Unlike  any  book  of 
which  I  have  knowledge,  it  is  signed 
Isaac  Pitman  Noyes,  December  5,  1905, 
9  p.  m..  January   18,   1906,  which  means, 

1  presume,  that  Mr.  Noyes  began  the 
poetical  construction  on  the  evening  of 
December  5th,  1905,  and  finished  it  at 
midnight  on  the  18th  of  the  following 
January,  occupying  44  days  in  this 
peculiar  work. 

What  publication  of  the  Psalms  is 
known  as  the  Version  of  Edward  the 
Sixth,  I  confess  I  do  not  know.  This 
child  became  King  of  England  on  the 
28th  January,    1547,  being  then   9  years, 

2  months  and  16  days  old;  he  remained 
king  until  January  6,  1553,  when  he 
died  still  a  child. 

There  were  from  1535  to  1553  three 
versions  of  the  Bible  in  existence,  all 
known  now  and  then  also  as  Protestant 
versions.  T.  Hartwell  Home  describes 
them  in  his  "Introduction  to  the  Critical 
Study  and  Knowledge  of  the  Scriptures, 
v.  2,  pp.  241,  et  seq.  But  Mr.  Home 
dees  not  inform  us  concerning  the  ver- 
sion of  Edward  VI  th. 

The  first  English  translation  of  the 
entire  Bible  is  known  as  the  "COVER- 


DALE."  It  was  translated  by  Miles 
Coverdale  and  printed  by  Royal  author- 
ity    (Henry    8th)    in    1535. 

The  second  English  translation  of  the 
entire  Bible  is  known  as  the  MAT- 
THEWE;  because  on  the  title  page- 
it     reads,     translated     into     English     by 


Thomas     Matthew     in     1537. 


dedicated  to  Henry  8th  and  published 
by  Royal  authority.  But  there  was  no 
man  named  Thomas  Matthew.  The 
work  was  done  by  John  Rogers  (Home's 
Introd.   2,   239.) 

The  third  English  translation  of  the 
entire  Bible  was  that  by  Thomas  Cran- 
mer,  and  printed  by  Royal    Permisssion 

in   1539- 

These  were  all  of  the  translations 
from  1535  to  the  death  of  Edward  the 
Sixth,   in    1553. 

But  the  "Coverdale,"  first  issued  in 
1535,  was  carefully  revised  by  Cover- 
dale,  and  printed  in-  the  fourth  year  of 
Edward  the  6th,  to  wit,  1550.  It  may 
be  possible  that  this  may  be  the  version 
which  Mr.  Noyes  has  '"Poetically  Ren- 
dered in  Rhyme."  These  were 
earliest  English  translations,  and  they 
were  all  the  work  and  the  Mind  of  our 
first  and  foremost  Protectants.  (Pur- 
ver.  v.    1.   p.   5.) 

During      the      reign      of      this 
Edward  the  Sixth,  a  period  of  six  years, 
there    were    published    in    England    three 
*edjtions    of    the    Coverdale    translai     n 
seven    editions    of    the    Cranmer 
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Bible;  eight  editions  of  the  Cranmer 
Nevv  Testament;  five  editions  of  the 
Matthew  (John  Rogers)  version;  of 
the  Taverrier,  which  was  a  slight  varia- 
tion of  the  Cranmer  translation,  two 
editions;  of  the  New  Testament  by 
Tyndale  there  were  fifteen  editions;  and 
of  the  Matthew  translation,  nine  edi- 
tions.    It  was  the  era  of   reformation. 

Mr.  Home,  who,  for  nearly  a  century, 
has  been  regarded  as  the  highest  an- 
'thority,  said  in  his  edition  of  1825:  "It 
is  doubted  by  the  writer  of  the  preface 
to  the  King  James'  -  translation  whether 
there  were  any  translations  or  correc- 
tion of  a  translation  in  the  course  of 
this  reign,"  to  wit,  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  VI th.     (Home's  Introd.  2,  244.) 

There  is  no  such  statement  in  the 
preparatory  note  in  our  English  Bibles 
of  the  King  James'  Version. 

Edward  Villi  was  succeeded  in  power 
by  a  half  sister,  Mary.  This  woman  had 
been  declared  illegitimate  several  times 
during  the  reign  of  her  father,  Henry 
the  8th,  but  she  obtained  possession  of 
the  crown  in  spite  of  the  opposition. 
She  was  a  determined  Roman  Catholic. 
By  her  John  Rogers,  the  real  translator 


of  the  "Matthewe"  English  Protestant 
Bible,  was  burned  at  the  stake,  in  1555. 
A  year  later  Thomas  Cranmer,  the 
translator  of  the  Bible,  which  bears  his 
name,  was  also  burned  at  the  -take, 
in  1556,  by  this  same  Mary;  and  Cover- 
dale,  the  great  translator  of  the  entire 
Bible,  was  thrown  into  prison,  and 
would  have  been  burned  had  Mary  lived; 
happily  she  died  before  she  could  get 
at  work  burning  him.  It  was  the  "Era 
of  the  Reformation,"  an  era  which 
Kaulbach  in  our  own  time  has  mag- 
nificently set  forth  in  a  costly  cartoon ; 
and  it  was  this  cartoon  which  the 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Eall  River 
has  caused  to  be  removed  from  the 
Borden  Hi«li  School  on  the  ground 
that  "a  public  school  building  in  which 
the  children  of  Roman  Catholic  parents 
form  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
pupils  is  not  the  proper  place  for  a  pub- 
lic exhibition  of  a  picture,  the  subject 
of  which  is  the  Lutheran  Reformation 
as  a  motive"  in  the  light  of  these  burn- 
ing by  this  Roman  Catholic  Mary  of 
three  excellent  Englishmen  simply  for 
tranlating  the  Bible  into  English,  it  does 
seem    a     little     rough;     more    especially 
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sincc  their  "crimes"  were  committed 
under  the  "Royal"  permission  of  the 
"Royal"  father  of  tin's  female  beast. 
Of  course,  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  the 
successors  of  this  woman  ought  never 
to  be  offended  by  sight  even  of  pic- 
tures  of  the   reformation. 

Bishop  Stang  should  visit  Oxford 
University,  England,  and  demand  that 
the  splendid  martyr's  memorial  erected 
in  memory  of  these  men  whom  the 
Roman  Catholic  Alary  burned  alive,  at 
the  stake,  be  pulled  down,  as  offensive 
to    the    eyes    of    the    Roman    Catholics. 

Psalm  XLV,  v.  10. 
"Kings'     daughters     were    among    the 
honorable    women    as     told ;     upon     the 
right  hand  did  stand  the  Queen  in  gold    j 
of   Onhir." 


Curiously  enough  the  wife  of  Rogers 
was-  a  German  woman.  If  I  make  no 
mistake  Bishop  Stang  is  of  the  same 
nationality. 

But  let  me  return  to  my  friend  Xoyes 
and  give  you  a  few  comparative  speci- 
mens of  his  work.  I  can  only  compare 
it  with  the  King  James  Version;  that 
of  Edward  the  Sixth  being  at  present 
not  accessible  to  me. 


NOYRS— Psalm   XLV,  v.  10. 

Kings'  daughters  were  among  the  hon- 
orable  women  as  told 

Upon  the  right  hand  did  stand  the 
Queen  in  a  vesture  of  wrought 
gold 

Wrought  about  with  divers  colors  as  of 
old. 
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Psalm  CI  I',  v.  13. 
"He  watereth  the  hills  from  his  cham- 
bers ;    the    earth    is    satisfied    with    the 
fruit   of  thy   works." 


Psalm  LXXVIII,  v.  61. 

"So  that  he  forsook  the  tabernacle  of 
Shiloh,  the  tent  which  he  placed  among 
men." 

Here  we  leave  this  extraordinary  and 
.very  curious  work  of  a  Rhode  Island 
man  for  Mr.  Noves  was  born  in  the 
Narragansett  country,  at  Wakefield,  and 
educated     in     the     Providence     schools. 


NO  YES— Psalm   CIV,  v.   13. 
From    above    he    watereth    the    hills 

And   by  the  little   rills; 

The    fruitful    earth, 

That  gave  ye  homoes  brith 

Is  filled  with  fruits  for  man; 

And   so  thy  blessings   span 

Span  the  earth 

The   happy  place   of  his   birth. 

NOYES— Psalm  LXXVIII,  v.  61. 

So    that    he    forsook    the    tabernacle    in 

Silo 
Even     the     tent     that     he     had     pitched 

among  men  in  the  land  of  Bilo. 

Two  hundred  copies  of  his  book  were 
printed,  and  the  price  is  $1.50  and  copies, 
while  the  small  edition  last's  nre  I  be- 
lieve, to  be  obtained   in  Providence. 


The  Republican  newspapers  are  in 
absolute  terror,  for  fear  that  Bryan  will 
injure  the  political  opportunity  of  the 
Democratic  party. 


The  immediate  question  now  before 
people  of  the  United  States  is,  whether 
the  Standard  Oil  Bible  class  is  stronger 
than  the  people  of  the  United   States  ? 
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THE   DARNED   MAN. 

Mr.  Rider:  Your  reference  to  the 
"Darned  Man"  in  Book  Notes,  Aug. 
II,  recalls  a  little  early  history  of  your 
correspondent. 

I  cannot  tell  how  much  of  what  fol- 
lows comes  from  personal  recollection, 
Or  from  what  my  mother  told  me  later 
in  life,  but  I  remember  distinctly  the 
D.  M.  I  can  see  him  now  in  our  house 
in  Thompson,  Conn.,  with  his  coat 
across  his  knees  as  he  used  the  needle 
and  thread. 

Whenever  he  appeared,  T  think  he  had 
a  regular  circuit,  he  was  treated  with 
consideration  and  courtesy  by  my  mother 
and  my  aunt,  who  lived  near.  I  rushed 
into  the  house  one  day  and  was  going 
to  an  inner  room  when  my  mother 
stopped  me  and  whispered :  "The  darned 
man  is  in  there!"  Probably  some  part 
of  his  clothing  that  could  not  be  re- 
moved  in    public  needed   darning. 

The  D.  M.  was  eager  always  to  reach 
his  destination,  wherever  it  was — prob- 
ably the  next  place  of  entertainment.     If 


he  came  to  dinner  and  more  darning 
were  necessary,  he  went  into  retirement 
long  enough  to  make  repairs,  and  rluu 
hurried  on  his  way  a?  though  important 
business   awaited   him. 

When  he  stayed  all  night,  his  "dis- 
course" in  the  evening  was  very  enter- 
taining, according  to  report ;  he  had  "an 
intellectual  countenance,"  and  his  voice 
was  "low  and  melodious"'  (a  great  help 
to  grafters).  Although  his  clothing  was 
darned  till  the  original  fabric  was  cov- 
ered and  held  by  "darn  on  darn,"  yet 
the  man  and  his  garments,  darned,  were 
"scrupulously   clean." 

The  coming  of  the  D.  M.  inspired 
awe  and  silence,  and  I  wished  that  he 
would  go  to  my  aunt's  every  time  lie 
appeared.  The  itinerant  peddler,  on 
foot,  his  pack  strapped  to  his  back,  and 
a  bag  or  parcel  in  each  hand,  was  a  more 
welcome  visitor;  his  glib  tongue,  and 
the  wonderful  things  he  carried  made 
entertainment  equal  to  a  circus,  but  the 
the  awful  darned  man — he  was  equal  to 
a  rainy  day,  too  rainy  to  go  a-fishing.  In- 
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deed,  his  visit  was  as  depressing  as  that 
of  the  Rev.  Charlatan  Broadside,  who 
took  me  on  his  knee  and  jostled  me  and 
asked  if  I  wanted  to  go  to  heaven.  If 
I  had  told  the  truth,  1  should  have  an- 
swered :     "Not  if  you  are  going !" 

As  I  remember  the  tale,  there  was  no 
mystery  about  the  D.  M.  If  I  mistake 
not,  the  circumstances  of  his  life  were 
known  to  his  friends — the  generous  and 
sympathetic  persons  who  entertained 
him. 

He  was  more  than  ''disappointed  in 
love;"  he  was  abandoned  at  the  altar, 
and  then  and  there  made  a  vow  that  his 
wedding  "suit"  and  no  other,  should 
serve  him  through  life  and  be  his  shroud 
in  death.  The  D.  M.  was  merely  a 
cracked-brain,  harmless  innocent,  and 
may  be  classed  with  that  interesting 
character,  Miss  Havisham,  found  in 
Dickens'  "Great  Expectations,"  who 
wore  her  wedding  gown  till  death,  and 
the  Duchess  or  Countess  Nobody  who 
refused  to  wash  again  the  hand  kissed 
by  the  king. 

The  D.  M,  was  a  philosopher;  he  may 
not  belong  to  Thoreau's,  or  A.  Bronson 
Alcott's  class  (certainly,  he  was  not  a 
fool  like  the  latter),  but  he  lived  as  they 
lived,  on  the  bounty  of  others,  exchang- 
ing philosophy  for  the  use  of  feather 
beds  (no  other  kind  in  use,  then),  many 
good  things  to  eat,  the  gift  of  black 
linen-thread,  and  the  loan  of  a  needle. 

Tt  is  said  that  the  D.  M.  never  carried 
a  repair  kit,  for  two  reasons:  First,  be- 
cause he  was  in  such  haste  to  get  on 
that  he  could  carry  no  baggage ;  and 
second,  because,  he  had  none.  What- 
ever the  D.  M.  was,  he  did  as  much 
probably,  for  the  common  good  as  some 
later    day   philosophers   that   is,   nothing. 

.     '    GEORGE  A.  STOCKWELL. 
Providence,  R.   I.,  Oct.  9,   1906. 


The  October  Century  has  an  excellent 
paper  on  the  matter  of  taxing  the  works 
of     the     Great      Masters     of     Painting 


whenever  a  specimen  comes  info  this 
country.  Is  any  artist  left  unprotected 
when  a  painting  by  Raffaelle  comes 
here?  The  theory  of  his  defence  by  a 
Protectionist  is  that  the  object  of  a 
tariff  is  to  encourage  the  best  produc- 
tion, whereas  we  are  assured  by  the 
artists  that  in  this  instance  il  does 
nothing  of  the  kind.  Nearly  all  the 
great  art  of  Europe  now  in  this  coun- 
try is  accessible — and  sooner  or  later 
will  be  permanently  accessible — to  the 
public,  and  to  mulct  Mrs.  Gardiner  or 
Mr.  Morgan  or  John  Doe  for  bringing 
a  work  of  art  into  this  country  is  as 
though  one  should  tax  the  light  of  the 
stars. 

Men  may  "corner"  our  supplies  of 
water.  Norman,  a  printer,  formerly  of 
Newport,  did  this  in  many  cities  and 
towns,  and  "scooping"  millions  of 
money  by  it.  Seize  and  manipulate  the 
coal  mines  for  the  purpose  of  robbing 
the  entire  community  of  money  for 
warmth  in  winter;  then  for  light  comes 
in  the  Standard  Oil  Bible  class.  It  is  feo 
like  the  story  of  Jesus  in  the  Gospels. 
Men  would  tax  the  air  we  breath,  in 
case  they  discover  some  process. 


The  Journal  of  Sept.  22,  published  an 
editorial,  entitled  "Bryan's  Blacklist." 
It  related  to  Sullivan  of  Illinois.  Here 
is  a  clipping  from  Bryan's  Com- 
moner of  the  21  st  September,  relating 
to  the  Illinois  Sullivan,  and  all  other 
men  of  Sullivan's  type,  who  are  acting 
in  the  Democratic  and  Republican  or- 
ganizations, not  in  the  interests  of  the 
People,  but  solely  in  the  purpose  of 
robbing  the  People.  Bryan  said : 
-  "No  man  who  is  financially  connected 
with  a  corporation  that  is  seeking 
privileges  ought  to  act  as  a  member  of 
a  political  organization, -because  he  can- 
not represent  his  corporation  and  the 
people  at  the  same  time.  He  cannot 
serve  the  party  while  he  is  seeking  to 
promote  the  financial  interests  of  the 
corporation  with  which  he  is  connected." 
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Concerning  it,  the  Journal  said: 

"In  open  letter  he  practically  reads  out 
of  the  party  every  man  connected  with 
a  corporation.  Hereafter,  if  he  has  his 
way,  it  will  be  as  difficult  for  a  railway 
president,  or  a  director  in  a  trust  com- 
pany to  be  a  Democrat  as  for  a  camel 
to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle.  The 
Peerless  One's  language  is  explicit  to 
a   degree/' 

Yes;  Bryan's  language  is  indeed  ex- 
plicit, but  here  is  what  the  editor  of  the 
Journal    said   about    it : 

"His  latest  performance  is  calculated 
to  convince  those  who  have  looked  to 
him  for  conservative  leadership  that  he 
is  as  unworthy  of  their  confidence  as 
ever." 

All  that  the  Journal  wants  is  to  show 
by  Bryan's  language,  is,  that  he  is  "un- 
worthy of  the  confidence"  which  his  po- 
litical friends  now  repose  in  him.  But  the 
Journal  begins  by  the  rankest  falsifica- 
tion. Bryan  never  said  what  the  Jour- 
nal says  that  what  he  said  means. 
Eryan  said  "a  political  organization." 
By  this  the  Journal  attempts  to  have 
its  readers  believe  that  Bryan  meant  the 
entire  unorganized  body  of  Democratic 
or  Republican  voters.  The  Journal 
would  have  us  believe  that  an  unorgan- 
ized body  is  an  organization.  That  in 
all  trials  at  law,  a  judge  is  permitted 
to  be  a  relative  of  one  of  the  parties, 
and  an  enemy  of  the  other  party,  or  a 
stockholder  in  one  of  the  parties; 
and  that  in  all  trials  against  the  Rhode 
Island  Comapny,  the  juries  should  be 
made  up  wholly  of  stockholders  in  the 
company.  The  Journal's  article  is  just 
what  Bryan  must  want  these  news- 
papers representing  the  Standard  Oil 
Bible  class,  and  other  similar  religious 
bodies  to  print. 


issued  also  in  a  small  pamphlet  which 
will   make  it  possible  to  greatly   enlarge 

the  circulation  of  it.  Every  man  and 
woman  in  Rhode  Island  ought  to  read 
and  then  think  upon  this  tremendous 
question.  Dr.  Chapin  has  dune  man- 
kind   a    service. 


The    admirable    essay    on    disinfection  I 
and    cleanliness    read   by    Dr.    Chapin    in 

Boston  in  June  last,  has  been  published  j 

at  Chicago  in  the  Journal  of  the  Amer-  ; 

ican    Medical    Association.     It   has    been  I 


The  Journal  of  the  Senate.  October 
session,  1792  (31st  day  of  October)  con- 
tains this  record: 

"In  General  Council  as  Supreme  Ordi- 
nary." By  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  the  appeal  of  Peleg 
Hambly  and  David  Hambly  from  a 
Judgment  of  the  Town  Council  of 
Tiverton  on  ye  2nd  August,  1790,  dis- 
approving a  paper  purporting  the  last 
will  of  Benjamin  Hambly  was  brot  be- 
fore this  Council,  and  being  now  called 
the  witnesses  to  the  will  were  sworn ; 
other  evidence  heard,  and  the  parties  by 
their  Council  also  heard  and  the  whole 
maturily  weighed.  It  is  considered  and 
decreed  by  this  Council  that  the  Judg- 
ment of  said  Town  Council  be  reversed; 
that  the  said  last  will  be  proved  and 
approved;  that  administration  be  grant- 
ed to  Peleg  Hambly  and  David  Hambly 
who  are  assigned   their  costs. 

The  "General  Council  as  Supreme  Or- 
dinary' on  that  occasion,  consisted  of 
Gov.  Arthur  Fenner  and  Assistans 
Thomas  G.  Hazard,  Peleg  Arnold, 
James  Arnold,  Caleb  Gardner,  John 
Cooke,  Thomas  Hoxie,  Thomas  Holden, 
Job   Watson   and  John   Harris. 

Here  was  one  house  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  assuming  to 
act  as  a  Supreme  Court.  And  it  con- 
tinued so  to  act,  as  a  "Law  and  Order" 
Parly  until  Thomas  YV.  Dorr  was  safely 
behind  the  bars  in   1843. 

Some  of  the  decisions  of  this  "Court" 
were  little  less  than  infamous  ;  and  they 
have  been  carefully  considered  and  will 
appear  in  my  forthering  work  on  t he- 
Development  of  Constitutional  Govern- 
ment in  Rhode  Island. 
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UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts  ,  Providence. 


A  PLEASING  PROSPECT  is  the  idea  that  some  clay  you 
will  be  wealth)-.  But  you  must  make  a  start,  and  the 
best  and  surest  road  to  it  is  via  a  savings  account  in 
One  dollar  will  do  for  a   start. 


a  good  bank. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 

Money  deposited  on  or  before  the  16th  of 
the  month  draws  interesr  from  the  first. 


In  1856  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  made  the  Deed  Scott  de- 
cision sustainmg  Human  Slavery,  and 
those  who  bought  and  sold  a  man's  wife 
and  children.  That  decision  cost  the 
people  dwelling  in  the  Free  States  four 
thousand  millions  of  dollars  and  two 
millions  of  dead  men.  Just  now  this 
syme  court,  exactly  half  a  century  hav- 
ing elapsed,  has  made,  two  decisions — 
one,  forcing  rich  corporations  to  expose 
their  rascality;  the  other,  placing  mu- 
nicipal ownership  of  public  highways ; 
the  lighting  of  cities;  the  supply  of  the 
water  we  drink;  the  control  of  the  cosl 
we  burn;  the  free  use  of  the  light  of 
tin  sun;  the  smashing  of  a  Beef  Trust; 
and  the  right  to  breath  the  air  without 
the  obstruction  of  a  trust  stopcock.  All 
these  things  are  now  coming  under  the 
control,  not  of  individuals,  for  their  per- 
sonal enrichment,  but  under  the  control 
of  the  governments,  both  State  and  na- 
tional, to  be  run  solely  in  the  interest 
of  the  people.  Four  thousand  millions 
of  dollars,  will  again  be  exterminated, 
but  the  loss  will  not  -be  the  people's.     - 


The  New  Hampshire  Republican  con- 
vention for  the  nomination  of  candidates 
for  State  officers,  resulted  in  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  person  who  had  been  put 
in  nomination  by  what  are  called  Rail- 
road Magnates,  by  a  majority  of  S  votes 
in  a  total  vote  of  807.  This  is  what 
happened  hi  the  convention  as  related 
by  the  Boston  Herald,  "Ballot  '  Box- 
Stuffing." 

"It  is  hardly  a  creditable  reflection 
upon  the  New  Hampshire  Republican 
State  convention  that  in  nine  ballotings 
for  candidate  for  Governor  that  took 
place  three  should  have  been  set  aside 
as  void  because  there  were  more  votes 
thrown  than  there  were  delegates  en- 
titled to-  stats.  This  apparently  means 
that  the  friends  of  one  or  more  of  the 
candidates  for  election  indulged  in  the 
practice  of  ballot  box  stuffing.  This  is 
a  piece  of  political  trickery  which  has 
been  resorted  to  in  certain  parts  of  this 
country." 


The      only      genuine      Lincoln      Parry 
dwells  at  present  in   Lincoln,  Nebraska. 
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There  has  been  recently  a  Dedication 
of  a  Boulder  on  Rochester  Common  to 
mark  "some  approximation"  to  a  spot 
where  once  stood  a  meeting  house. 
Rochester  is  a  town  nine  miles  northeast 
from  New  Bedford,  Plymouth  county, 
Massachusetts.  The  Hon.  H.  K.  Braley, 
apparently  a  judge  of  some  court,  de- 
livered an  address,  "giving  a  brief  out- 
line of  the  conception  and  development 
of  constitutional  government  by  the' 
First  Settlers  of  Rochester  and  their 
descendants  from  1688  until  the  Revolu- 
tion as  worked  out  through  their  form 
of  religious  worship  and  the  influence  of 
the  clergy."  (Evening  Standard,  New 
Bedford,  July  nth,  1906.) 

It  certainly  is  a  thought  quite  new  to 
me  that  New  England  is  indebted  to 
the  First  Settlers  of  Rochester,  Mass., 
for  the  first  "conception  and  develop- 
ment of  constitutional  government." 
Since  neither  citation  nor  quotation  nor 
illustration  is  given,  I  prepare  a  consid- 
eration of  the  statement,  because  it  is 
historically  important.  Rochester  was 
incorporated  a  town  in  1686.  In  1691- 
2-3,  the  terrible  witchcraft  work  at 
Salem  was  in  its  fiercest  work,  hanging 
old  women.  Salem  and  Rochester  were 
both  under  the  same  constitution.  But 
Plymouth  Colony,  under  the  Bradford 
Patent,  had  no  power  to  incorporate  a 
town.  Under  such  a  condition  was  the 
incorporation  of  Rochester  an  illustra- 
tion   of    "the    development    of    constitu- 


tional government."  The  General  Courts 
of  both  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts 
were  restricted  in  membership  to  mem- 
bers of  the  churches  only  which  were 
recognized  by  the  General  Courts.  Was 
tiiis    a    coiiStuutiuiidi    church  I 

These  bodies  banished  Roger  Wil- 
lnms  because  he  denied  such  govern- 
mental work.  He  insisted  upon  the 
human  right  of  Soul  Liberty,  that  no 
man  had  ultimate  final  control  over  the 
soul  of  another  man.  For  this  they 
banished  him.  He  then  bought  lands 
from  the  Chief  Sachems  wholly  outside 
of  the  boundaries  of  any  colony  and 
planted  a  town,  Providence,  upon  an 
exact  constitutional  foundation.  No 
such  government  then  existed,  nor  had 
one  ever  existed  in  the  world.  This 
Williams  did  in  1636,  exactly  fifty  years 
before  the  town  of  Rochester  existed. 
That  Williams  was  forced  to  this  work 
by  the  general  courts  of  both  Plymouth 
and  Massachusetts,  acting  under  the 
specific  orders  not  of  the  people,  but 
cf  the  clergymen.  But  that  these  clergy- 
men supplied  the  model  of  government 
en  which  Williams  acted  is  ridiculous 
nonsense.  Let  me  give  a  few  illustra- 
tions of  the  "constitutional  work  of 
those  times." 

The  clergymen  of  Massachusetts  ad- 
vised the  General  Court  to  order  the 
murder  of  Miantinomi.  It  was  done: 
the  object,  to  get  possession  of  the 
Rhode  Island  lands. 
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The  clergy-men  of  Plymouth  banished 
Samuel  Gorton  in  the  midwinter  to  the 
wilderness,  because  his  maid  smiled 
during-  "meeting." 

The  clergymen  of  Massachusetts, 
working  out  "through  their  religious 
worship  in  the  development  of  a  con- 
stitutional government,"  hanged  Mary 
Dyer  on   Boston   Common  in   1661. 

These  things  were  done  before  Roches- 
ter was  incorporated,  but  the  men  who 
founded  the  town  were  some  of  them 
then  in   the   colony. 

In  1691,  Plymouth  Colony  was  ab- 
sorbed by  Massachusetts  secretly  by  the 
King's  act.  The  Plymouth  government 
being  wholly  ignorant  of  the  work,  and 
Rochester  had  become  a  Massachusetts 
town  and  the  clergymen,  constitutional, 
or  otherwise,  became  the  directors  of 
the  Legislative  power.  The  terrible 
horrors  of  the  Salem  witchcraft  burst 
forth  after  Rochester  had  become*  a 
part  of  the  Massachusetts.  Both  Salem 
and  Rochester  were  under  the  same  con- 
stitutional government. 

The  first  question  than  must  be  in 
what    consists    a    constitutional    govern- 


ment. Hallam,  in  his  Constitutional 
History  of  England,  thus  describes  it: 
It  is  a  government  "Regulated  by,  de- 
pendent on,  or  secured  by  a  constitu- 
tion." Cooley,  in  his  Treatise  on  Con- 
stitutional Limitations,  thus  define-  a 
constitution :  "It  is  a  written  instru- 
ment agreed  upon  by  the  People  of  a 
State  as  the  absolute  rule  of  action  and 
decision  for  all  departments  and  officer.-. 
of  government  in  respect  to  all  the  points 
covered  by  it,  and  which  must  control 
until  changed  by  the  authority  which  es- 
tablished it."      (Const.   Limit.,  3.) 

Let  us  now  consider  how  witchcraft 
conformes  to  constitutional  law  by  con- 
sidering a  case  stated  by  the  Rev.  Cot- 
ton Mather,  which  took  place  in  the 
family  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parish :  Two 
children,  one  9  the  other  11  years  of  age, 
were  sadly  afflicted,  but  none  knew  by 
what  distemper;  at  length  the  physician's 
opinion  was  that  the  children  were 
under  an  evil  hand;  the  neighbors  at 
once  decided  that  the  children  were  be- 
witched. 

The  reverend  clergyman  had  an  In- 
dian  man   and   his    Indian    wife   as   ser- 


Gnaro  wur  advantages  witb  a  certainty? 
tbat  map  upbolt)  a  loss. 
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vants.  These  two  creatures  "confessed 
that  they  had  taken  some  of  the  afflicted 
persons'  urine  and  mixing  it  with  meal, 
had  made  a  cake  and  baked  it  to  find 
out  the  witch.''  After  this  one  of  the 
afllicied  children  cried  out  that  the  In- 
dian woman  did  pinch,  prick  and 
grievously  tornment  them,  and  that  they 
saw  her  here  and  there,  where  nobody 
eise  could  see  her;  and  they  could  tell 
where  she  was  and  what  she  did  out 
of  human  sight.  These  children  were 
bitten  and  pinched  by  invisible  agents. 
This  Indian  woman  confessed  she  was 
a  witch.  She  was  found  to  have  on 
her  body  the  marks  of  the  Devil  sur- 
rounding her.  This  was  Salem  witch- 
craft in  1691-2.  (Mather's  Magnalia, 
1702,  Bk.  6.  79-80.) 

"Goody  F.  said  that  she,  with  two 
others,  rode  from  Andover  to  a  village 
witch  meeting  upon  a  Stick  above 
ground."  I  asked  her,  in  Prison,  "If 
she  rode  to  the  meeting  on  a  stick."  She 
said  "Yea."  "It  was  not  long  before 
the  daughter  of  the  said  Goody  F.,  con- 
fessed that  she  rode  with  her  mother 
to  the  said  witch  meeting/'    "At  another 


time  the  grand-daughter  of  the  said 
Goody  F.,  17  years  of  age,  declared 
that  her  mother,  and  grandmother,  with 
F.  C.  rode  on  a  stick,  or  pole,  in  the  air." 
(Mathers  Magnalia,  1702,  Book  6,  pp. 
80-81.) 

The-  Reverend  Cotton  Mather,  the 
most  distinguished  clergyman  of  his 
time  in  Xew  England,  thus  describes 
such  evidence:  "You  may  see  how  this 
matter  was  carried  on,  viz.:  chiefly  by 
the  complaints  and  accusations  of  the 
bewitched  one;  and  then  by  the  confes- 
sions of  the  accused  condemning  them- 
selves with  others."  This  clergyman 
continues  "Nineteen  were  executed,  and 
all  denied  the  crime  to  the  death;  ail 
had  been  before  blameless  livers."  "It 
is  not  to  k:  imagined  that  if  all  had 
been  guilty,  some  would  have  sought 
mercy  for  their  souls  in  the  way  of 
confession."  Now  this:  "If  innocent, 
confession  would  have  been  fraud,  and 
no  mercy  could  have  been  given  to  a 
person  so  lying."  (Mather's  Magnolia, 
1702,  Bk.  6,  p.  81-82.) 

Learned  Physicians  maintained  the 
validitv      of      this      medical      witchcraft. 
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Clergymen  affirmed  the  genuineness  of 
the  testimony  and  the  confessions.  Juries 
affirmed  by  their  verdicts  the  truth  of 
the  testimony,  and  the  accusations. 
Judges  sustained  such  laws  and  such 
evidence,  and  sentenced  the  victims  to 
be  hanged;  all  was  "constitutional."  At 
hit  there  came  a  case  against  Mary 
Bradbury. 

(To  be  continued.) 


The  American  Civil  War  will  be 
treated  in  The  Century  during  1907  in 
three  short  serials.  Ellis  Paxson  Ober- 
holtzer,  Ph.  D.,  author  of  "Robert 
Morris,  Patriot  and  Financier,"  etc., 
will  tell  'How  the  Civil  War  Was 
Financed;"  General  O.  O.  Howard,  the 
only  surviving  commander  of  a  separate 
army  during  the  Civil  War,  has  written 
for  The  Century  his  personal  recollec- 
tions of  some  of  the  leading  men  of 
those  days ;  and  there  will  be  an  account 
of  "Lincoln  in  the  Telegraph  Office"  by 
an  operator  in  the  War  Department 
telegraph  office  where  Lincoln  spent 
many  hours  daily  during  the  anxious 
hours  of  the  Civil  War. 


Book  Notes  for  June  2,  1906,  con- 
tained this  note: 

"I  went  into  four  shops  where  provi- 
sions necessary  to  support  human  lift- 
are  sold.  In  one,  eggs  were  16,  18,  20. 
21,  22,  23  and  24  cents  per  dozen.  In 
another  shop  they  were  18,  20,  21,  22  and 
23  cents.  Such  an  exhibition  shows  the 
rotten  fraud  in  which  all  business  is 
to-day   conducted." 

Two  days  later  the  writer  received 
this    letter: 

PROVIDENCE     PUBLIC     MARKET 
CO. 

Providence,  R.-  I.,  June  4,   1906. 
Sidney  S.  Rider,  Esq.,  78  Almy  St.* 

Providence  R.  I. 

Upon  returning  to  my  office  to-day  I 
found  upon  it  a  clipping  with  the  nota- 
tion that  it  was  taken  from  "Book 
Notes."  The  clipping  reads  as  above 
printed. 

I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  you  are  a 
fair-minded  man  and  that  your  inten- 
tion is  to  accord  justice  where  .  it  is 
due    and    consequently,    I    want    to    ask 
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you  how  the  facts  you  cite  show  the 
perpetration  of  fraud.  If  one  of  the 
shops  you  had  in  mind  is  our  own  es- 
tablishment (which  is  not  unlikely,  for 
1  know  that  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
numbering  you  among  our  patrons)  the 
writer  zvill  certainly  be  indebted  to  you 
if  you  would  furnish  him-  the  sugges- 
tions whereby  zee  might  improve  our 
business   methods. 

Hoping  you  may  find  it  convenient 
when  in  the  store  or  in  this  neighbor- 
hood to  favor  the  writer  with  a  call, 
I    remain, 

Very    respectfully    yours, 

OSCAR  SWANSON. 

The  clause  printed  in  italic  is  open  to 
two  interoretations — if  cne  was  intended 
for  a  sharp,  sarcastic  reference  to  my 
fmancial  work  of  years  before  this  young- 
Swede  was  born,  then  I  decline  to  con- 
sider it;  nor  am  I  competent  to  advice 
in  the  prevention  of  the  kind  of  busi- 
ness which  the  young  man  was  the  first 
to  introduce  into  Providence  and  which 


has  so  soon  and  so  wickedly  made  him 
a  rich  man.  Upon  his  suggestion  1  at 
once  made  a  visit  to  Mr.  Swanson.  He 
talked  to  me  standing  on  Mount  Athos, 
as  if  I  was  a  pismire  at  the  base,  and  1 
declined  to  listen.  Now  I  come  again 
to  the  matter.  On  one  of  the  last  days 
in  September,  I  bought  at  the  Olneyville 
branch  of  Mr.  Swanson's  establishment 
two  dozen  eggs  at  27  cents  per  dozen. 
Took  them  home  and  weighed  them; 
3  pounds,  1  oz.,  49  ounces.  At  once  I 
sent  a  member  of  my  family  to  buy  one 
dozen  eggs  at  30  cents,  which  I  was  in- 
formed had  been  taken  from  the  same 
packing  box.  They  were  at  once 
brought  to  me  and  I  weighed  them ; 
the  weight  was  under  twenty-one 
ounces.  The  30-cent  eggs  cost  me  more 
than  10  per  cent,  increase  over  the  27- 
cent  eggs,  while  the  decrease  in  their 
weight  was  more  than  15  per  cent.  I 
got  15  per  cent,  in  actual  weight  of 
albumen  more  by  buying  the  27-cent 
eggs  than  I  got  by  paying  30  cents.  I 
then  applied   the  fatal   water  test   which 
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will  instantly  show  an  egg  which  has 
been  long  in  cold  storage ;  but  one  egg 
of  the  30-cent  lot  actually  rested  on- 
the  bottom  of  the  pan  in  which  I  put 
them.  By  taking  advantage  of  my 
belief  that  this  young  Swede  increases 
his  price  in  accordance  with  the 
amount  not  the  quality  of  his  goods, 
he  deceives  somebody  every  time  some- 
body buys  goods  at  his  shop.  That 
he  makes  money  or  rather  accumu- 
lates it  has  no  point  in  justification. 
I  will  touch  the  subject  from  another 
point.  We  like  a  good,  old-fashioned 
"boiled"  dinner,  using  a  nice  bit  of  "thin 
brisket,''  with  all  the  needed  vegetables. 
One  day  last  spring  having  such  a  din- 
ner we  needed  cabbage,  our  winter  sup- 
ply being  exhausted  I  went  as  usual  to 
this  young  Swede's  shop  to  get  some. 
As  I  always  find,  there  were  two  boxes, 
one  at  4  cents  a  pound  the  other  at  7 
cents  a  pound.  I  handled  each  and  ex- 
amined the  quality  with  all  the  skill  at 
my  command;  there  was  no  difference. 
I  bought  those  at  4  cents.  At  the  7- 
cent  box  stood  a  poor  wrorking  woman ; 
she  without  examination  thinking  only 
of  one  priee,  bought  and  paid  7  cents. 
•On  Canal  street  on  that  day  cabbages 
were  selling  at  75  cents  per  barrel,  the 
net  weight  of  the  cabbage  being  80 
pounds. 

Out  of  this  poor  laboring  woman  this 
young  Swede,  for  cabbage  which  cost 
4  cents,  got  35  cents,  and  out  of  me 
for  cabbage  which  cost  4  cents  he 
got  20  cents.  Thus  cabbages  are  sold 
by  weight;  but  cauliflower  is  sold  by 
the  "head"  and  the  price  runs  from  15 
to  35  cents ;  prunes,  too,  run  from  5  to 
10  cents  a  pound ;  in  actual  value  there 
is,  I  believe,  no  difference.  It  is  just  such 
"business  methods"  as  those  described 
from  actual  purchase  with  no  fraud 
nor  credit  by  the  buyer,  which  has 
brought  our  country  to  the  very  verge 
of  revolution  and  enriched  this  young 
Swede. 


RKM1XISCEXCES     OF     THE     "DARNED      MAN"" 
FROM    1839  TO    1863. 

I  am  glad  that  Miss  Lamed  has  called 
for  any  knowledge  of  the  "Darned  Man" 
that  can  be  obtained.  I,  too,  should  be 
glad  to  learn  something  of  his  history, 
but  though  1  have  known  many  people- 
to  whom  he  was  a  familiar  object  for 
many  years,  I  have  never  met  one  who 
could  give  a  reliable  history  of  his  early 
life,  and  native  place.  I  knew  of  him 
for  the  first  time  in  1839.  We  moved 
from  the  south  part  of  Rhode  Island,  a 
place  just  beyond  his  orbit,  though  I 
learned  afterwards  that  he  was  a  fre- 
quent caller  at  the  house  of  my  uncle, 
who  lived  in  the  south  part  of  Foster 
only  a  few  miles  distant  from  us.  My 
stepmother  and  her  sister  had  come 
from  Woodstock,  and  they,  too,  had 
seen  him  there  quite  often.  He  used 
to  hold  out  his  hand  for  a  few  pennies 
they  would  give  him  after  he  had  spent 
a  short  time  darning  his  already  all  oirr 
darned  coat. 

The  story  told  by  all  who  knew  him 
was  the  same,  that  the  clothes  he  wore 
were  his  wedding  suit,  and  the  sudden 
death  of  the  intended  bride  had  ups^: 
his  reason  so  that  he  found  a  wander- 
ing and  solitary  life,  and  the  preservation 
of  his  wedding  garments,  as  the  best 
comfort  for  his  restless  spirit.  I  always 
heard  that  he  had  a  brother  in  New 
Bedford,  who  would  gladly  have  kept 
him  if  he  could;  also  that  he  had  friends 
in  the.  westerly  part  of  Connecticut, 
and  his  long  journeys  by  various  roads 
were  made  in  going  from  one  of  hi- 
homes  to  the  other.  He  had  regular 
stopping  places  and  was  very  methodical 
in  getting  to  them  on  time. 

He  never  came  here  to  spend  the 
night,  but  came  generally  about  the 
same  hour  in  the  day  until  his  strength 
began  to  fail.  He  answered  question? 
sometimes,  whenever  he  could  not  avoid 
it,  but  I  never  heard  of  his  voluntarily 
conversing  with  any  one.  A  rough  man 
who    had    little    sympathy    with    "unfor- 
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tunates,"  once  said  to  him :  "Why  don't 
you  tell  your  name,  and  where  you  come 
from?  You  never  work  and  you  live 
on  the  labor  of  other  people,  and  yet 
you  never  tell  anything  about  yourself?" 
The  poor  man  silently  walked  out  of 
the  house,  and  never  troubled  any  of 
the  family  again. 

I  took  the  liberty  once  to  ask  him, 
in  the  blandest  voice  I  could  assume, 
if  he  had  any  objections  to  telling  me 
his  age.  He  looked  very  pleasant,  and 
with  what  was  as  near  a  smile  as  he 
could  ever  have,  he  replied :  "Oh,  I  am 
not  very  old,"  and  that  ended  as  long 
a  conversation  as  I  ever  had  with  him. 
I  remember  the  conversation  well.  It 
was  about  a  year,  I  think,  before  he 
died.  It  was  a  cloudy,  col  J,  t*aw  day  in 
November ;  he  was  clad  in  a  Kentucky 
Jean  suit,  garments  that  had  taken  the 
place  of  the  much  darned  wedding  suit. 
He  had  no  overcoat  nor  mittens,  and  he 
looked  old,  feeble  and  chilled  through. 
It  commenced  raining  soon  after  he 
came  in,  and  after  a  while  turned  to  a 
rapid  fall  of  big  snow  flakes.  I  was 
frying  doughnuts,  and  before  I  could 
offer  him  any,  he  held  out  a  trembling 
hand  asked  me  if  I  would  please  give 
him  one  of  my  fried  cakes.  Of  course 
I  gave  him  all  he  wanted,  and  remem- 
bering his  love  for  strong  tea  and  think- 
ing it  would  do  him  good  then,  if  it 
ever  could,  I  made  it  as  Daniel  Webster 
once  said  of  his  cofTee,  "strong  enough 
to  hold  up  an  iron  wedge."  I  gave  him 
a  cup  of  it;  he  tasted  it,  and  threw  the 
whole  of  it  into  the  fire  place.  Then 
he  pointed  to  the  tea  pot  and  said  if  I 
would  put  in  a  little  more  tea,  he  would 
like  it.  I  carried  the  can  to  him,  and  a 
spoon,  and  told  him  to  help  himself.  He 
took  only  one  spoonful  and  added  it  to 
that  already  in  the  tea  pot,  then  drank 
it  eagerly.  I  could  not  think  that  so 
small  an  amount  could  have  had  any 
effect  on  the  taste.  I  suppose  he  was 
so  chilled,  that  he  could  not  taste  much 
anyway,   and   imagination    supplied   what 


he  thought  was  lacking  in  the  first  cup. 
I  do  not  know  but  what  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  carrying  his  own  tea,  and  sleep- 
ing it  for  himself,  but  he  never  did  so 
here. 

While  the  rain  lasted  he  got  up  and 
looked  out  of  the  window  several  time- 
as  if  he  had  an  important  engage- 
ment, and  as  soon  as  the  snow  began 
to  come,  he  left,  though  I  would  gladly 
have  given  him  a  bed  and  shelter  foi 
the  night.  1  could  not  persuade  him  tc 
stay.  *■ 

I  was  never  gifted  with  poetic  sub- 
tilty  enough  to  rhyme  in  a  way-  thai 
would  not  seem  like  riding  over  boulder; 
on  a  cross  road,  but  my  sympathy'  for 
the  poor  man  got  the  better  of  my  pru- 

CiCin_\_,    cuii^i    oiui     lie      d'aj    gOiiC    1      W  I  OlC  '. 

Wanderer,  whither   speedeth  thou? 

What   the  errand  bids  thee  on? 
Whence  the  care  that   marks  thy  browi 

What  the  grief,  that  thou  has  now? 
Art   thou   in   the   ceaseless   roving, 

Seeking  one   thou  loved  and  lost? 
Is'  thy  heart   still   true  in   loving. 

On  life's  billows  rudely  tossed? 

Rest   weary   one!  and  cease  thy  roving' 
Wait  in  peace  the  "Muffled  Oar" 

That  shall  waft  thee  to  thy  loved  one, 
On  that  bright  and  happy  shore, 

There  to  meet  to  part  no  more. 

The  last  time  I  saw,  the  "Darnec 
.Man"  he  made  his  appearance  here  earl} 
in  the  morning  just  after  our  men  had 
gone  to  the  milking,  and  I  was  begin- 
ning to  get  breakfast;  where  he  slep! 
no  one  knew;  1  hastily  prepared  i 
breakfast  for  him,  not  forgetting  his 
strong  tea  with  which  he  seemed  satis- 
fied. After  eating,  by  some  strange  in- 
stinct, he  went  directly  to  the  room  of 
my  stepmother  (I  could  never  know 
how  he  knew  where  to  find  her,  as  hi 
had  never  been  in  any  but  the  family 
rooms  before).  I  suppose  he  was  hi  ;>- 
ing  for  the  few  pennies  she  was  in  the 
habit  of  giving  him,  but  she  was  an  old 
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lady,  and  sleeping  soundly,  so  he  turned 
away  and  left  her.  My  husband  met  him 
as  he  was  going  out,  and  having  no 
change  in  his  pockets  gave  him  some 
three-cent  stamps  (it  was  before  we 
had  two-cent  stamps),  and  asked  him 
if  he  knew  what  they  were  worth.  He 
took  them  in  a  way  that  left  no  doubt  of 
his  appreciation  of  their  value. 

In  a  few  months  we  heard  that  his 
weary  journeys  were  ended;  his  trials, 
sufferings  and  loneliness  were  over 
forever.  A  homeless,  patient,,  quiet, 
sufferer.  No*  one  regretted  them  the 
few  little  kindnesses  that  cost  so  little 
and  were  worth  so  much  to  him. 

I  hope  Miss  Larned  will  be  able  to 
obtain  some  reliable  information  about 
him.  He  must  have  had  a  strong  in- 
viduality,  silent  as  he  was,  that  could 
have  impressed  itself  on  the  minds  and 
morals   of  those   who  knew   him. 

Brooklyn,  Conn.,  Aug.  3,  1906. 


A  disease  has  pervaded  Rhode  Island 
for  forty  years  which  seems  to  have 
escaped  control  from  the  State  Board  of 
Health.  It  originated,  apparently,  not  so 
much   from  physical  corruption  as   from 


political  corruption,  and  it  may  well  be 
called  DyerrJioca.  It  seems  to  consist? 
chiefly  of  a  single  symptom  "a  morbidly 
frequent  holding  of  office."  So  now  this 
ignoramus  is  to  be  sent  to  Congress,  is 
he? 


Mr.  Bowen  R.  Church  has  at  least 
accomplished  one  thing;  he  has  de- 
stroyed the  American  Brass  Band  or 
"Band,"  as  it  at  last  came  to  be  called; 
an  organization  for  the  instrumental 
rendering  of  music  which  for  nearly 
three  quarters  of  a  century  was  the 
pride  of   Providence. 


Lord  Bolingbroke,  however  immoral, 
or  devoid  of  a  religious  belief,  he  may 
have  been,  was  one  of  the  most  acute- 
arid  philosophic  political  of  English- 
men during  the  first  half  of  the  iSth 
century,  has  left  this  axiomatic  para- 
graph: "It  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  de- 
vise good  laws,  but  the  difficulty  is  to 
make  them  effective."  Nearly  three  cen- 
turies are  past,  yet  Bolingbroke  now 
applies  to  Providence  and  Rhode  Island 
as  if  it  had  been  under  a  Divine  Inspira- 
tion, 
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THE      "CONSTITUTIONAL"      WORK      OF      THE 
MASSACHUSETTS    COURT    IN    THE    WITCH- 
CRAFT   CASE. 

(Continued  from  page  172.) 
1    had   first  touched   the  case  of  Mary 


Bi 


she   was   an  excellent   woman 


and  75  years  old,  her  husband  still  liv- 
ing. Their  son  had  married  Robert 
Pike's  daughter.  The  Bradbury s  and 
trie  Pikes  had  lived  50  years  in  Salisbury. 
Hence  the  interest  which  Pike  had  in 
her   case. 

Pike's  letter,  or  argument,  was  not 
made  to  the  Court,  but  to  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  (Corwin)  to  try 
the  case  against  Mary  Bradbury,  charged 
with   being"  a  witch. 

I  will  give  a  few  points  from  this 
great  argument :  1 

That  whatsoever  is  done  by  them  that    j 
is  supernatural,  is  either  Divine  or  Dia- 
bolical. 

Nothing  can  be  Divine,  but  what  has 
God's  stamp  upon  it. 

Here   Mr.    Pike   cites    Isaiah  8,   v.    19,    ! 
to  wit..  "When  they  shall  say  unto  you,    ! 
Seek  unto  them  that  have  familiar  spir- 
its,   and    unto    wizards    that    peep,    and    J 
mutter;    should   not   a   people    seek   unto 
their   Gods    for  the   living  to   the   dead?    ; 
to 'the  law.  and  to  the  testimony  if  they 
speak  not  according  to  this   word,   it  is 
because  there   is  no  light   in  them/' 

Pike  then  maintains.  "That  by  this 
rule  none  of  those  actions  of  theirs  have 
any  warrant  in  God's  word  but  are  con- 
demned wholly." 


These  things  premised,  he  comes  to 
the  last,  but  greatest  question,  namely : 
"How  shall  it  be  known  when  the  Devil 
do  any  of  these  acts  of  his  own  proper 
motion ;  and  without  human  concur- 
rence, consent,  or  instigation;  and  when 
he  doth  it  by  the  suggestion,  or  con- 
sent, of  any  person.  This  question,  well 
resolved,  would  do  our  business. 

1st.  "That  the  Devil  can  do  acts  su- 
pernatural without  the  furtherance  of 
him  by  human  consent,  or  concurrence. 
But  men,  or  women,  cannot  do  them 
without  the  help  of  the  Devil.  That 
granted  it  follows  that  the  Devil  is  al- 
ways the  doer;  but  whether  abetted  in 
it  by  anybody  is  uncertain." 

2nd.  "Will  it  be  sufficient  for  the 
Devil  himself  to  say  such  a  man  or 
woman  set  him  at  work  to  torment  such 
(or  such)  a  person  by  looking  upon 
him?  Is  the  Devil  a  competent  wit- 
ness in  such  a  case;  or  are  those  that 
are  tormented  by  him  legal  witnesses ; 
or  (how  can)  those  that  are  tormented 
by  the  Devil,  say  that  the  Devil  doth  it 
by  the  procurement  of  such  (and  such) 
a  person,  whereas  they  know  nothing 
about  it  but  what  comes  to  them  from 
the  Devil,  that  torments  their.'"  If  the 
root  of  all  their  knowledge  be  the  Devfl, 
what  must  their  testimony  be?  (Pike's 
New  Puritan,  N.  Y.  1879,  pp.  156-8.) 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  any  Judicial 
mind  could  ever  have  sustained  such 
"legal"   work;   but   her   Judges   did   SU.S- 
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tain  it,  and  the  Jury  convicted  Mary 
Bradbury,  with  live  others,  four  of 
whom  were  hanged.  These  were  the 
last  oi  the  executions.  Pike's  great  ar- 
gument had  done  its  work,  and  Mary 
Bradbury  was  reprieved ;  but  this  is  not 
stated  in  the  "New  Puritan."  Mather 
states  that  the  Governor  interposed. 
The  Rev.  Cotton  Mather  thus  writes : 
"I  have  shared  in  the  Prosecutions  of 
these  affairs;  that  there  was,  in  Justices, 
Judges,  and  others,  concerned  a  con- 
scientious endeavor  to  do  the  thing  that 
was  right ;  to  that  end  they  consulted 
Precedents  of  former  times,  and  Pre- 
cepts laid  down  by  learned  writers  about 
witchcraft,  to  wit.,  'Kceble  on  Common 
Law;  Sir  Matthew  Hale's  Trial  of 
witches,' -1682*  Glafivill's  Trials  in  Eng- 
land, 1658,  166T,  1663.  1664,  and  16S1  ; 
Bernard's  Guide  to  Jury  Men ;  C. 
Mather's  Memorable  Providences  relat- 
ing to  witchcraft,  printed  1685V'  (Ma- 
ther's Magnalia.  1702.  Bk.  6,  p.  80.) 

This  list  is  peculiarly  happy,  taken  in 
connection  with  such  judicial  work  as 
the    Rev.    Cotton    Mather     assisted     in 


prosecuting  in  the  times  of  the  Salem 
witchcraft. 

Keeble  never  wrote  a  book  on  -the 
Common  Law.  His  only  book  was  upon 
the  Statutes.  Lord  Campbell  describes 
him  as  being  a  ''Drowsy  Serjeant,  known 
only  for  some  bad  Reports.'"  (Marvin's 
Legal  Bibl.,  434.) 

Hale's  Trial  of  witches  touches  only 
the  trials  on  the  10th  March,  1664. 
(Worrall's  Bibliotheca  Legum  Anglia, 
1788,  v.  I,  p.  203.) 

Concerning  these  two  cases,  the  Ency. 
£rit.  latest  edition  says:  "He  (Hale) 
is  chargeable,  however,  with  the  con- 
demnation and  execution  of  two  poor 
women  tried  before  him  for  witchcraft 
in  1664,  a  kind  of  judicial  murder."  (v. 
xi,  p.  382.) 

Granvill  published  no  account  of  trials 
in  England.  But  he  did  publish  "Philo- 
sophical considerations  concerning  the 
existence  of  sorcerers  and  sorcery."  It 
was  a  story  of  a  pretended  Drum  said 
to  have  been  heard  every  night  in  a 
certain  house  in  Wiltshire  1666;  another 
Tract  by  this  "learned"  scholar  was  en- 
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titled  "A  Blow  at  Modern  Sadducism 
on  Witches  and  Witchcraft.*'  It  was 
not  printed  until  after  the  death  of  Gran- 
viii.  Sadducism  denied  the  existence  of 
Angels,  or  Spirits. 

Barnard's  Guide  to  Jury  Men,  was  a 
"Guide  to  Grand  Jurymen  in  cases  of 
witchcraft"  published  in  1627,  and  val- 
ued in  17S8  at  one  shilling,  and  last. 
Cotton  Mather  cites  his  own  ridiculous 
treatise,  "Memorable  Providences."  an 
excrcsence  in  literature  as  being  among 
the  "Precedents  and  Precepts"  of 
learned  writers   about    witchcraft. 

Such  a  citation  in  support  of  the  vilest 
of  legal  frauds,  is  a  first  rate  illustrate  u 
of  the  historical  veracity  of  the  "edif- 
cnted"  men  of  that  age.  No  support  of 
a  belief  in  witchcraft  could  eve,  have 
been    intelligent    and    honest. 

Mather  ends  his  tale  with  this  t id-bit 
of  his  actual  knowledge:  "When  this 
prosecution  closed,  the  Lord  so  chained 
up  Satan  that  the  afflicted  bewitched 
grew  presently  well,  and  the  accused 
are  generally  quiet;  and  for  five  years 
since  we  have  had  no  molestation  from 
them."     (Magnalia  Book,  6,  p.  82.) 


The  accused,  no  longer  molested  the 
accusers,  and  this  situation  comes  by 
the  chaining  of  Satan  by  the  Lord; 
certainly  a  tine  specimen  of  logic  by  the 
most  learned  clergyman  then  living  in 
Xew  England.  Such  is  an  illustration 
of  the  Devil-ipment  of  constitutional 
1   law  by  these  Preachers. 

1  have  cited  "Pike's  Xew  Puritan" 
1  not  because  it  was  the  best  authority. 
!   but    for   another   purpose. 

Pike's    letter     or    argument    was     first 

printed    in    Upham's    Salem    Witchcraft, 

11,  1867,  in  V.  2,  p.  538. 

•  Y;t   .  ,.;am   characterizes    it    as   being 

greatest  piece  of  reasoning  of  that 

;    age.      Lts  author   must  be  acknowledged 

I    it.    have  been  an  expert  in  dialectic  sub- 

:    i'cucj,    and    a    pure    reasoner    of    itnsur- 

|   passed    acumen    and    force.      It    requires 

i   the    closest    attention    and    concentration 

I   of  thought.     It  reaches  conclusions  with. 

j    clearness  and  certainty.     It  achieves   and 

!   realizes  in  men  mental  processes,  quanti- 

j    ties    and    forces,    what    is   called    demon- 

;   s'trations     in     mathematics."       (Upham's 

I   Hist.  Witchcraft,    1867.  v.  2,  p.  448.) 

1   used   Pike's   Neiif  Puritan,   in   order 
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to  expose,  and  to  denounce  ihe  work 
of  James  S.  Pike,  the  author  of  the 
book,  for  calling  Roger  Williams  "a 
truculent  radical,"  or  "a  bigot/'  and 
was  "forced  out  of  the  jurisdiction  for 
contumacy."     Pike  said: 

'"Roger  Williams  in  his  opposition  to 
the  Puritan  idea,  and  practice  lost  caste, 
and  influence  and  was  forced  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  for  'contumacy,'  and  yet  it 
would  appear  that  Roger  Williams  icent 
no  further  in  behalf  of  religious  tolejra- 
tion  than  did  Robert  Pike,  in  the  act 
for  which  he  was  tried,  condemned, 
fined  and  disfranchised.  But  Pike  did 
not  leave  the  jurisdiction,  did  not  prom- 
ise any  reform  in  his  ways,  his  opinions 
or  his  methods,  and  did  not  allow  him- 
self to  be  driven  frcm  his  post/'  (Pilrc'z 
Xew  Puritan,  N.  Y.,   1879,  p.  13.) 

Pike  was  born  in  England  in  1616; 
died  at  Salisbury,  Mass.,  12  Dec,  1706, 
in  his  91st  year. 

"He  did  not  affiliate  with  the  radical 
school  of  Roger  Williams.  He  held  the 
medium  between  the  Bigot  on  the  one 
side  and  the  truculent  radical  on  the 
other."  (Pike's  New  Puritan,  p.  10.) 


Now  look  at  the  logic  "Williams  went 
no  further  in  behalf  of  religious  tolera- 
tion than  did  Robert  Pike,"  but  he  did 
not  affiliate  with  radical  school  of  Wil- 
liams. If  Pike  went  farther  than  Wil- 
liams, was  not  Pike  more  radical  than 
Mr.  Williams?  And  yet  James  Pike 
wrote  such  stuff  in   1S79. 


Here  I  affirm  that  the  most  recent  ac- 
tion of  the  highest  court  in  Massachu- 
setts upon  the  question  of  compulsory 
vaccination  and  which  was  followed  hut 
not  supported  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  was  no  more  legal ; 
nor  was  it  more  constitutional  than 
was  this  ridiculous  work  of  this  Salem 
court?  One  was  in  support  of  clergy- 
doctors.  Neither  can  be  legally  sus- 
tained; yet  one  was  done  in  1692.  and 
the  other  in  1905. 


Among  the  public  parks  of  the  city 
of  Worcester  seems  to  be  one  named 
the  Institute  Park.  In  this  park  the 
city  of  Worcester  has  done  a  curious 
piece   of   work,   so  a  book  informs   me  ; 
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it  declares  "The  chief  feature  of  the 
new  landscape  adornment,  completed 
last  season  (1892),  is  "a  rustic  Stone 
Tower,  a  fac-simile  of  the  historic  old 
mill  at  Newport."  I  cannot  positively 
say  whether  men  can  laugh  where  that 
creature  once  known  here  in  Rhode 
Island  as  Benedict  Arnold  now  is;  but 
it  he  can  laugh  he  must  have  just  roared 
when  he  saw  the  city  of  Worcester 
building  a  facsimile  of  "my  stone  built 
wind  mill"  as  he  wrote  it  in  his  will. 
The  first  wind  mill  ever  built  on  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island  was  in  1663;  it 
was  built  of  wood.  It  was  blown  down 
in  1675;  and  two  years  later  Benedict 
Arnold  in  his  will  gave  the  land  and 
"my  stone  built  wind  mill"  to  his  daugh- 
ter. The  "Northmen's"  story  was  the 
work  of  trie  late  John  R.  Bartlett  and 
Dr.  Thomas  H.  Webb,  who  then  (in 
1S35)  dwelt  here.  Drawings  were  made 
by  Bartlett  and  sent  to  the  Society  of 
Northern  Antiquaries  at  Copenhagen, 
and  on  these  drawings  this  society  gave 
their  conditional  statement  that  the 
structure   was    the   work   of   the    North- 


men. About  1S42  Prof.  Rafn  came 
here  to  examine  it;  at  once  he  saw  Bart- 
lett's  fraud  and  denied  the  antiquity. 
But  lie  never  knew  Benedict  Arnold's 
absolutely  decisive  story.  The  human 
mind  is  a  mysterious  construction,  i; 
takes  centuries  to  get  an  idea  into  it. 
Book  Notes  congratulates  the  city  of 
Worcester  for  its  building  a  facsimile 
of  Benedict  Arnold's  "Stone  Built  Wind 
Mill." 


The  Morning  Tribune  of  the  25th  ult., 
has  a  little  editorial,  entitled  "Mixing 
the  Arnolds.''  A  legal  fight  is  on  con- 
cerning an  inch  or  two  of  land,  near  the 
supposed  graves  of  certain  Arnold- ;  and 
the  newspapers  have  become  confused 
a.i  to  the  glorious  "Benedicts."  The 
Tribune  closes  it-;  note  with  this: 

"But,  nevertheless,  close  students  of 
our  beginnings  as  a  governmental  en- 
tity, having  in  mind  Governor  Arnold'.^ 
splendid  public  services,  are  disposed  to 
rate  him  as  at  least  the  equal  of  Roger 
Williams  in  civic  merit  and  popular 
desert.      In    the    laying    of    our    social- 
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political  foundation  his  part  was  one  of 
exceptional  strength  and  highest  useful- 
ness." 

1  may  not  be  one  of  these  "Close 
Students  of  our  beginnings"  referred 
to,  in  truth  I  deny  utterly  and  to  the 
farthest  limit  the  positions  therein 
taken.  The  "Father"*  of  all  the  Arnolds. 
William,  while  acting  for  the  first 
planters,  betrayed  their  interests  se- 
cretly to  the  Massachusetts.  (Consult 
Hazard's  State  Papers.)  Both  the 
Arnolds,  father  and  son,  being  citizens 
here,  transferred  secretly  their  citizenship 
to  Boston  and  secretly  recorded  their 
Indian  Deeds  in  the  Massachusetts 
Colon}'.  Benedict  got  himself  elected 
Governor  here  while  being  a  citizen  of 
the  Massachusetts  Colony,  and  while 
Governor  actually  forged  an  Indian 
Deed,  purporting  to  have  been  given  to 
him  which  had  it  succeeded  would  have 
given  him  more  than  a  third  of  the  en- 
tire colony.  I  will  stand  behind  these 
statements.  These  first  two  Arnolds  were 
unequalled  in  treachery  to  Providence 
and  Rhode  Island  by  any  man  among  the 
settlers,  even  by  Roger  Williams  himself. 
From  their  first  arrival,  in  1637-8,  to 
the  granting  of  the  charter  of  1663,  the 
entire  work  of  these  two  Arnolds  was 
not  "in  the  laying  of  our  social  political 
foundation  ;•  his  (Benedict's)  part  was 
one  of  exceptional  strength  and  highest 
usefulness,"  but  in  ceaseless  effort  to 
destroy  the  possibility  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
and  the  stealing  of  the  entire  lands 
thereof.  Then  came  the  "Benedict"  of  | 
West  Point  integrity;  and  Jonathan,  the 
Rhode  Island  Representative  in  Con- 
gress, who  disclosed  the  secret  orders 
of  Washington  in  moving  the  Army  to 
the  British.  Yes ;  these  Arnolds,  if  the 
Tribune  tells  the  truth,  have  been  of 
"exceptional  strength"  in  helping  to  es- 
tablish Rhode  Island;  all  came  from  , 
William  and   Benedict. 


A  few  weeks  since,  I  in  company  with 
a  young  woman  at  the*  Tobey  Street 
Home,  took  six  snapshot  photographs 
of  the  smoke  flowing  from  the  chimnies 

of  the  National  Worsted  Mills  here  in 
Providence.  I  had  supposed  myself  to 
be  a  competent  witness  ;  the  young  lady 
was  the  same,  and  these  photographs 
showed  just  what  we  meant  when  we 
said  "smoke"  flowed.  The  time  covered 
27  minutes,  thus  8:21,  8:27,  8:34,  8:38, 
8:42  and  8:48.  But  the  city  solicitor 
refused  to  bring  an  action,  and  declared 
the  photographs  inadmissible.  He  would 
not  even  permit  a  court  to  decide  upon 
the  question  of  admissibility.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  New  York  had  ad- 
mitted such  evidence,  and  it  was  from 
that  case  that  I  caught  the  idea.  In 
accepting  the  nomination  for  Governor 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Hughes   said: 

"I  promise  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  with  equal  severity  and  in  equal 
justice  to  all,  rich  and  poor,  corpora- 
tions   and    individuals. 

"To  be  a  corporation  attorney  means 
that  a  man  must  do  whatever  the  cor- 
poration asks.  I  never  served  a  corpora- 
tion in  such  a  way  that  my  service  was 
not  reflected  directly  as  a  service  for 
the  people." 

As  politics  I  commend  these  para- 
graphs to  the  city  solicitor.  Men  are 
surely  awakening  to  the  defence  of  their 
rights.  One  of  which  consits  of  having 
their  paid  servants  perform  the  service 
for  which  they  are  paid.  Enforce  the 
Smoke  Nuisance  Law.  President  Roose- 
velt complimented  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania that  "through  your  Legislature 
you  have  passed  a  law  compelling  the 
officers  and  employees  of  great  cities  to 
attend  to  the  duties  for  which  they  are 
paid  by  all  the  taxpayers,  and  to  re- 
frain from  using  the  power  conferred 
by  their  offices  to  influence  political 
campaign." 


Since    this    was     written    a.    jury     has 
brought  in  a  verdict  against  the  Kendall 
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Soap  Company  for  a  violation  of  the 
Smoke  Nuisance  Law.  But  still  the 
City  Solicitor  persists  in  not  preventing- 
the  Olneyville  manufacturers  in  these 
terrible  violations  of  the  law.  He  fears 
that  making  these  men  obey  the  law, 
would  increase  prices.  Will  he  kindly 
show  me  how  much  their  beginning  to 
use  soft  coal  at  the  time  of  the  coal 
famine  reduced  prices/  That  is,  of 
course,  legal  logic;  nobody  objects  to  a 
corporation  or  an  individual  using  soft 
coal,  but  it  must  be  used  in  such  a  way 
as  not  to  Hood  the  city  with  black  soot. 
The  only  safe  politics  will  be  to  enforce 
the  laws. 


THE    CLEAR-HEADED     MAN    IX     TIMES     LIKE 
THESE     MAY     RENDER     INESTIMABLE    SER- 
.     VICE    TO    THE    COMMUNITY. 

(From  "Mr.  Bryan  and  Our  Complex 
Social  Order*'  in  the  November  Cen- 
tury.) 

When  some  great  change  in  social 
conditions  is  felt  to  be  impending,  and 
the  minds  of  men  are  ill  at  ease,  we  do 
not  look  for  exact  discrimination  in  the 
public  discussion  of  fundamental  ques- 
tions. The  mood  of  apprehension  is  not 
favorable  to  precision.  It  contributes 
rather  to  that  "mixing  up  of  things" 
which  Carlyle  said  "is  the  great  bad." 
And  when,  with  apprehension,  are  com- 
mingled a  deep  indignation  over  wrong- 
doing in  high  places,  a  profound  sense 
of  injustice?  that  ought  not  to  be  borne, 
and  pity  for  those  miserable  ones  upon 
whom  the  weight  of  injustice  chiefly 
falls,  it  is  peculiarly  difficult  to  think 
otherwise  than  passionately.  which 
means  crudely  and  vaguely,  about  the 
problem-   of  cause  and   remedy. 

Yet  it  is  at  such  times  that  the  clear- 
headed man,  who.  sees  how  the  world  of 
truth  should  be  divided,  can  render  in- 
estimable service  to  the  community.  A 
distinguishing  merit  of  Mr.  Bryan'-  re- 
cent contribution  to  the  discussion  of 
"individualism  versus  Socialism"  i<  the 
attempt  that  it  makes  by   clean   intellec- 


tual methods  to  mark  off  the  realm  of 
collective  responsibility  from  that  of  in- 
dividual opportunity.  In  popular  think- 
ing, these  two  realms  are  hopeles>iy  con- 
founded. Mr.  Bryan  has  at  least  seen 
that  they  are  not  identical,  and.  by  help- 
ing a  multitude  of  readers  also  to  sec, 
he  has  prepared  their  minds  for  a  more 
intelligent  study  of  the  issue. 

That  a  man  of  Mr.  Bryan's  political 
sagacity,  at  the  moment  when  hi-  coun- 
trymen are  talking  of  naming  him  a 
third  time  for  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  should  venture  to  declare 
himself  at  all  upon  this  theme  is  proof 
that  the  people  of  this  country,  no  less 
than  the  peoples  of  continental  Europe, 
are  at  last  face  to  face  with  ultimate 
questions.  Hitherto  our  statesmen  have 
not  entered  into  serious  discussion  with 
those  who  question  not  "the  Constitu- 
tion.'' but  the  existing  social  order  itself. 
Mr.  Bryan  is  the  first  of  his  class  to 
scrutinize  that  underlying  system  of 
human  forces  and  relations  which  Pro- 
fessor Burgess  has  happily  named  "the 
state   behind    the    Constitution." 


The  earliest  Providence  imprint  of 
which  I  have  present  knowledge  is  a  ser- 
mon preached  at  Norwich.  Conn.,  by 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  O.  M. .  Whitaker, 
and  printed  at  Providence  by  William 
Coddard.  t 7th  March,  1762,  six  months 
before  the  beginning  of  the  Providence 
Gazette.  The  only  copy  of  which  I  have 
ever  heard  is  in  the  Sidney  S.  Rider 
Collection  now  in  Brown  University.  It 
is  in  a  bound  volume  of  things  relating 
to  a  religious  controversy  then  existing 
in   the   vallev  of  the  Thames. 


Our  ice  experience  this  past  season 
has  been  a  lesson  to  us.  In  former 
years  our  ice  bills  have  been  $10  for  the 
season.  This  year  we  have  paid  $5-55. 
and  have  as  much  saving  of  food  as 
ever  and  have  not  suffered  for  drinking 
water.  Our  experience  will  be  made  an 
available   asset  next  vear. 


,  en 
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Two  great  Law.  Books  for  Great  Law- 
yers or  Great  Students  of  Law  upon 
which  practically  all  English  or  Amer- 
icans or   French   Statutes   rest. 

Pandectse  Justinianere  111  Novum  Ordi- 
nem  Digcsta-;  cum  legibus  codicis  et 
novellis,  qua*  Jus  Pandectarum,  con- 
firmant,  explicant,  aut  abrogant.  Pr:e- 
fixus  est  Index  Titulorum  &  Divesienem 
omnium,  quo  totius  Opervis.  Specimen 
quoddam  &  quasi  materiar  urn  appendix 
cxhibetur.  Subjecta  quoque  Tabula 
qua  nominatim  Leges  omnes  cum  suis 
Paragraphia  &  Versieulis  ordini  Diges- 
torum  restituumur.  (3.  vols.  Polio, 
Lugduni,   1782.) 

The  arrangement  of  this  edition  of 
the  Pandects  was  made  by  Pothier,  a 
great  French  jurist,  born  in  1699.  It 
i.,  what  we  now  call  such  work  a 
"Digest"  of  Perpetual  Edicts..  But  this 
edition,  differs  from  all  others  by  the 
division  into  .subjects  and  digested 
from  two  thousand  treatises,  containing 
three  millions  of  sentences.  It  is  de- 
clared by  James  Bryce  to  be  "by  far  the 
most  precious  monument  of  legal  genius 
of  the  Romans,  and  indeed  whether  one 


regards  the  intrinsic  merits  of  its  sub- 
stance or  the  prodigious  influence  it  has 
exerted,  and  still  (1S81)  exerts  the  most 
remarkable  law  book  that  the  world  has 
ever  seen." 

Another  of  these  uncommon  books  is 
GIttck's  great  Commentary  on  the  Pan- 
dects of  Justinian,  or  Ausfuhrlichc  crlau- 
terung  der  Pandcktcn  nach  hcllfc'.d  cin 
co'nvmeniar,  by  Gluck,  with  the  suc- 
cessive writers,  Muhlenbruck. — Fein,— 
Arndts, — Arndts,  V.  Arnesburg  and 
Burchard,  1790 — 1891,  ending  with  the 
third  of  Burchard,  and  bringing  the 
Commentary  down  to  include  the  40th 
book  of  the  Pandects,  of  which  work 
there  are  fifty  books.  This  set  include- 
the  I'ollsstandiges  Sach-und  Gcstz- 
Rcgistcr,  (indexes),  in  four  volume-, 
the  whole  forming  a  Commentaire  h" 
plus  complete  qui  ait  encore  paru  sur 
le«  Pandeete>.  This,  according  to 
Bruriet,  the  greatest  of  French  Bibliog- 
raphers. This  set-  is  in  60  volume:, 
octavo.  Both  sets  are  in  excellent  con- 
ditions, both  as  to  the  leaves  and  the 
bindings ;  and  they  will  be  sold  for  $4° 
for  the  two  sets.  Apply  to  Sidney  S. 
I    Rider,    Providence,  R.   I. 
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HOW  CROMWELL  SAW  THE  WORKING 
OF  THE  LAW  IN  1650;  AND  HOW 
ROOSEVELT  SEES  ITS  WAV  OE  WORK- 
ING  in   190(5. 

The  condition  in  which  Cromwell 
found  the  Legal  and  Judicial  situation 
us  England  cu  ici  the  exit  oi  Charles 
the  hirst,  1648-1653,  is  told  by  himself 
in  these  four  extracts  from  his  letters 
to  Parliament.  Men  will  do  well  to 
consider  the  situation  here  to-day  in 
comparison,  and  consider  well  the  blood 
which  Mowed  in  England  because  of  the 
conditions  which  Cromwell  so  well  sets 
forth : 

Following  the  victory  of  Dunbar  in 
September,  1650,  Cromwell  declared  he 
would  do  his  "utmost  to  make  a  thor- 
ough .  reformation  of  the  clergy  and  the 
law."  Again,  "We  cannot  mention  the 
reformation  of  the  law.  hut  they  pre- 
sently cry  out— we  design  to  destroy 
property — whereas  the  law  as  it  is  now 
constituted  serves  only  to  maintain  the 
language  and  to  encourage  the  rich  to 
oppose  the  poor."  (Knight  Pop.  Hist., 
Eng.  v.  4.  p.  135)  Also  (Memoirs  2. 
p.  31Q.   Carlyle.) 

A  commission  was  appointed  (1652) 
to  "consider  how  the  mischiefs  that 
grow  from  the  delay-,  the  change- 
ablencss.  and  the  irregularities  in  law 
proceedings  may  be  prevented."  Crom- 
well's First  Speech  in  Parliament,  in 
1652,  led  to  this,  (Carlyle  3.  44.)  Sec 
Knight  4.    155. 


Cromwell's  purpose  was  "that  the  laws 
might  be  made  plain  and  short,  and 
less  chargeable  to  the  people."     (Knight 

4.   183.) 

Cromwell — "There  is  one  general 
grievance  in  the  nation,  it  is  the  law. 
Not  that  the  laws  are  a  grievan.ee.  but 
there  are  laws  that  are:  and  the  griev- 
ance lies  in  the  execution  and  adminis- 
tration. I  think  I  may  say  it.  1  have  as 
eminent  judges  in  this  land  as  have  been 
had,  as  the  nation  has  had  for  these 
many  years — to  hang  a  man  for  six  and 
eight  pence,  and  I  know  not  what — to 
hang  for  a  trifle — and  acquit  murder,  is 
in  the  ministration  of  the  law — this  is 
a  thing  God  will  reckon  for."  (Knight 
4.  202.) 

Now  stud}r  for  a  moment  what  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  said  the  other  day  at 
Harrisburg,  Penn. : 

TRUST  JUGGLERY    WITH   THE  LAWS. 

"These  evils,  therefore,  must  be 
grappled  with  by  governmental  action. 
In  some  cases  this  governmental  action 
must  be  exercised  by  the  several  States 
individually.  In  yet  other?  it  has  be- 
come increasing!}'  evident  that  no  efficient 
State  action  is  possible,  and  that  we 
need  through  executive  action,  through 
legislation,  and  through  judicial  inter- 
pretation and  construction  of  law.  to 
increase  the  power  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

"Tf  we  fail  thus  to  increase  h.  we 
show  our  impotence  and  leave  ourselves 
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at  the  mercy  of  those  ingenious  legal 
advisers  of  the  holders  of  vast  corporate 
wealth,  who,  in  the  performance  of  what 
they  regard  as  their  duty,  and  to  serve 
the  ends  of  their  clients,  invoke  the  law 
at  one  time  for  the  confounding  of  their 
rivals,  and  at  another  time  strive  for 
the  nullification  of  the  law,  in  order 
that  they  themselves  may  be  left  free 
tu  work  their  unbridled  will  on  these 
same  rivals,  or  on  those  who  labor  for 
them,  or  on  the  general  public.  In  the 
exercise  of  their  profession  and  in  the 
service  of  their  clients  these  astute  law- 
yers strive  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
efficient  laws  and  strive  to  secure  judi- 
cial determinations  of  those  that  pass 
which  shall  emasculate  them.  They  do 
not  invoke  the  Constitution  in  order  to 
compel  the  due  observance  of  law  alike 
by  rich  and  poor,  by  great  and  small ; 
on  ,the  contrary,  they  are  ceaselessly  on 
the  watch  to  cry  out  that  the  Constitu- 
tion is  violated  whenever  any  effort  is 
made  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  National 
Government,  whether  for.  the  efficient 
regulation   of   railroads,   for   the   efficient 


.-.upervision  of  great  corporations,  or  for 
efficiently  securing  obedience  to  such  a 
law  as  the  national  eight-hour  law  and 
similar  so-called  'labor  statutes.'  '" 


The  Newport  Herald  takes  the  ground 
that  the  city  of  Newport  or  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  should  appropriate 
money  to  "Support  Parochial"  school* 
which  term  means  schools,  specially  es- 
tablished in  the  American^  cities  to  teach 
the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
upon  the  children  which  attend  them. 
This  State  was  planted  to  escape  from 
the  bloody  persecutions  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Europe.  These  cities  all 
v,.,,-e  c^tmnU  f^r  in  advance  so  far  a> 
education  is  concerned  of  anything  ever 
taught  by  these  Roman  Catholic  schools. 
Here  in  Providence  this  church  has  led. 
the  School  Committee  to  appoint  more 
than  half  the  women  teachers  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  church ;  our  American 
.-chools  being  too  wicked  to  penr.it 
Roman    Catholic    children    to    attend. 


/IDam:  cbose  to  be  neb  ano  miserable  tbau  part  witb 
monev?  ano  be  bappp.    put  it  in  tbis 
Bank  ano  be  bappv?  " 
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THE      MOTHER     OF     ALL      TRUSTS      IS      THE 
TARIFF." 

Mr.  H.  O.  Havemeyer,  President  of 
the  Suc^ar  Refinery  Company,  was  ex- 
amined by  the  industrial  Commission 
sitting'  in  1899,  at  Washington;  to  which 

body  he  read  a  statement  concerning 
the  result  of  legislation  on  tariffs,  trusts 
and  other  forms  of  legalized  robbery 
of  the  people.  Book  Notes  selects  a  few 
of   Mr.    Havemeyer's   sentences : 

"The  mother  of  all  trusts  is  the  cus- 
toms tariff  bill,  the  existing  bill,  and 
the  one  preceding  it  have  been  the  occa- 
sion of  the  formation  of  all  the  large 
trusts." 

"The  United  States  tariff  bill,  in  as- 
sessing about  $40  per  ton  duty  on  im- 
ported sugar,  pays  into  the  pockets  of  a 
few  Louisianans  on  their  annual  crop 
of  250,000  tons,  $10,000,000;  to  the 
Hawaiian  islanders,  probably  repre- 
sented by  150  foreigners,  on  their  an- 
nual crop  of  250,000  tons,  $10,000,000; 
say,  100,000  tons  produced  elsewhere  in 
the  United    States,  $4,000,000. 

"Here  you  have  $24,000,000  extracted 
from    the    people    of    the    United    States 


for     the     sake    of    getting    the     revenue 
which  $40  per  ton  on  foreign  sugar  pro- 
vides.      This     is     itnerely     illustrative    of 
the    whole    tariff — every    line    of    it — and 
;    it.-   effect  upon   the  people.     In   fact,  the 
J    tariff    b:ll    clutches     the    people    by    the 
I    throat,   and   then   the   Governors   and   the 
;    attorneys-general    of    the    several    States 
J    take    action,    not    against    the    cause,    but 
against   the   machinery   which   the    people 
employ  to   rifle  the  public's  pocket. 


"It    would    have    been    very    easy    ami 
proper   for  the   government   to  have   put 
a     corresponding     internal     revenue     tax 
on    sugar    simultaneously    with    the    im- 
position  of   the   customs   duty   and    have 
J   these  $24,000,000  which  now  go  into  the 
j    pockets    of    a    few    individual-     go    in!" 
I    the  treasury  for  tlie  benetit  ot  the  whole 
i   people. 


"There  appears  to  be  in  the  public 
mind  a  distinction  between  robbery  by 
an  individual  and  that  by  a  corporation. 
T  maintain  that  it  is  immaterial  to  the 
public  in  what  form  business  is  done — 
whether  by  an  individual,  firm,  corpora- 
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tion,  or  even  a  thist.  They  are  merely 
forms    of    conducting    btisin'ess,    or,    in 

other  words,  machinery  for  the  opera- 
tion of  business.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
government  to  see  that,  under  the  tariff 
laws  they  enact,  this  machinery  cannot 
in  its  actions  result  to  the  detriment  or 
impoverishment   of    the   public."' 

"There  is  no  such  thing  as  monopoly 
in  these  days  except  that  which  resuhs 
from    patents    and    copyrights." 

"The  true  communism  of  pelf  is  the 
Customs  tariff  bill;  it  says  to  the  people 
here  is  the  law  we  have  enacted  for 
your  robbery ;  do  not  complain  of  it,  but 
do  your  utmost  to  attack  the  machinery 
■  engaged  in  extracting  from  you  what  we 
legislate  shall  be  taken  from  you  :  keep 
nn  the  clatter  while'  the  voters  on  the 
tariff  bill  take  advantage  of  the  noise 
to  enact  laws  that  cause  your  im- 
poverishment and  thus  contribute  to  the 
greed  and   avarice  of  the   few."' 

"There  is  no  excuse  for  giving  to 
one  industry  a  protection  of  too  per 
cent,  as  against  4  per  cent,  for  another." 

"Citizens  are  divided  into  two  classes, 
the   industrious   and   those   who   wish   to 


live  on   the  industry  of  others." 
"idie  greatest  monopoly  is  that   which 

comes  from  unfair  tariff  discrimination." 
Book  Notes  is  too  small  a  vehicle  for 

such    a    paper,    but    not    a    paper    in    thi> 

State   has   given   to   its    readers   a    single 

lme   of  this    document. 


The   Hon.   Royal   C.   Taft.   William    fi. 

Weeden    and    ])r.    Legri-    advise    me    to 

vote    for    the    men    whom    the    Standard 

Oil    Bible    Class    put    in    control    of    the 

Mutual   Life  Insurance   Company.     Jt   i- 

kind    of   these    gentlemen    to    advise    me 

who,  I  believe,  has  been  a  policy  holder 

more   years   than    either   of    them.      Con- 

I    servatism  is  the  thing  with  them.     When 

;    a    man    is    a    thief    stopping    him    from 

I    stealing   i*    radicalism. 

A  report  has  been  found,  made  to  the 
United  States  Senate  by  the  Republican 
Committee  of  the  Senate.  Senator  Cul- 
lom  presiding,  which  declares  that  gov- 
ernment ownership  will  be  the  probable 
solution  of  railroad  swindles.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  report  is  as  positive  as  was 
the  recent  speeches  of  Bryan,  "the  Peer- 
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less."  Nevertheless,  every  Republican 
newspaper  in  the  land  is  denouncing 
Bryan  for  his  ultra  radical  doctrines. 
1  his  was  Republican  doctrine  in  1885. 

"The  time  may  come  when  the  people 
of  the  United  States  will  be  forced  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  placing  the 
railroads  of  the  country  completely  un- 
der the  control  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, as  the  postal  service  is,  and  many 
believe  the  telegraph  service  should  be. 
This  would  seem  to  be  the  surest 
method  of  securing  the  highest  perfec- 
tion and  greatest  efficiency  of  the  rail- 
road system  in  its  entirety,  and  the  best 
method  of  making  a  harmonious  whole 
in  its  operations  and  of  bringing  about 
that  uniformity  and  stability  of  rates 
which  is  the  greatest  need  of  trade  and 
commerce." 


When  the  Standard  Oil  Bible  Clas.^, 
under  the  advice  of  great  lawyers,  placed 
its  Ohio  property  in  the  hands  of  a 
British  Holding  Company,  it  must  have 
been  working  for  the  nomination  of  the 
"Peerless  One"  in  1908.     It  begins  really 


to  look  as  if  destruction  confronted 
this  huge  swindle.  '  Can  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  affix  a  rudder  to  the  rising 

sun? 

For  the  railroad  corporation  and  the 
Standard  Oil  Bible  Class  and  the  Steal 
Trust  to  place  the  nominal  ownership 
of  stocks  in  English  hands  would  be 
in  a  politico-legal  aspect — fine  strategy. 
Of  course  the  men,  if  any  men  arc  then 
left,  would  shiver  with  delight  at  seeing 
Englishmen  holding  these  necessary  in- 
dustries over  all  laborers  and  all  those 
who  u.>e  the  things  controlled.  If  any- 
thing can  ever  arouse  the  people  to  ac- 
tion, it  will  be  these  Englishmen  who 
pretend  to  own;  but  oi\.mership  wiil  not 
then  be  recognized  any  more  than  was 
the  ownership  of  negro  slaves. 


The  Springfield  Republican  does  me 
the  honor  to  reprint  my  paper  <<n  Mr.  J. 
P.  Xoyes'  poetical  version  of  the  Psalms, 
the  version  of  Edward  the  6th,  paying 
me  a  very  high  compliment.  I  made- 
no  reference  to  the  Prayer  Book  of  Ed- 
ward  the  6th,  because  of  the   length   of 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 

as  they  were  known  to 

CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 


An  Indian  Map  of  the  Principal  Locations 

known  to  the  NAHIGANSETS  and  ELABORATE 
HISTORICAL     NOTES    by    Sidney    S.    Rider. 


The  edition  consisted  of  495  copies,  369  have  been  sold;    126  remain  to 
be  sold.   Price,  post  paid,  $4.50.   Address  the  Author,  Providence,  R.  1. 
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my  note.  '1  he  Republican  remarks  that 
Mr.  Xoyes  "may  have  taken  his  text 
from  that  Prayer  Book^"  for  this  reason 
1  again  touch  this  subject.  The  Liturgy 
of  Edward  the  6th  was  the  original  of 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  now 
known  to  us  as  used  by  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Two  editions  printed.  The 
first  during  the  reign  of  Henry  the  8th 
after  1540,  and  before  1547;  the  second 
edition  came  in  the  first,  year  of  Edward 
the  6th,  1547-8.  From  this  second  edi- 
tion came   our  Book  of  Commons. 

This  Prayer  Book  was  prepared  by  a 
convocation  of  bishops  and  other  promi- 
nent men  in  the  church.  There  were 
thirteen  men  engaged  in  the  work. 
Thomas  Crammer,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
berry,  was  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
body,  and  the  leading  spirit  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Book,  It  was  taken 
verbatim  from  what  was  then  called 
"The  Great  English  Bible."  This  Bible 
was  that  issued  by  Coverdale  in  1535, 
which  contained  the  work  which  Tyn- 
dale  had  done ;  it  was  revised  by  Rogers 
and  reprinted  in  1537;  again  revised  by 
Cranmer  in  1539,  and  reprinted  in  1540. 
From  this  edition  was  taken  the  Psalms 
as  they  appeared  in  the  second  edition 
of  what  is  called  the  Prayer  Book  of 
Edward  the  6th.  ( Wheat ly  on  the  Com- 
mon Prayer,  London,  1870,  pp.  24,  134.) 
Another  writer,  Mr.  Proctor,  states  that 
the  version  used  is  that  known  as  ''The 
Old  Translation  of  the  Bible,"  which 
consisted  as  above  stated  of  the  Tyndale 
and  Coverdale  Bible  of  1535,  revised  by 
Rogers-  and  by  Cranmer;  the  first  in 
1537;  the  second  in  1539.  Mr.  Procter 
continues,  "the  Old  Psalter  was  not  al- 
tered." (Proctor's  Hi^t.  Prayer  Book, 
London.  1861,  p.  215.)  Hence  the 
Psalms  were  put  into  English  before  the 
birth  of  Edward  the  6th.  But  were  in- 
corporated into  the  second  edition  of 
the  Prayer  Book  of  Edward  the  6th. 
Bishop  Burnet  has  written  for  us  an 
interesting  note  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  this  new  poetical  rendering  by 


Mr.  Xoyes.  'The  Psalms  were  put  into 
verse  by  Apolmarius  early,  perhaps,  in 
the  fifth  century;  his  object  being  to 
assist  the  memory.  But  at  the  time  of 
the  Reformation,  sonic  poets,  such  as 
the  times  afforded,  translated  certain 
Psalms  into  verse;  but  the  poetry  was 
then  low.  Hence  this  part  of  Divine- 
worship  because  of  the  meanness  of  the 
verse  has  not  maintained  a  due  esteem. 
(Burnet's  Hist.  Reformation,  p.  359. 
London,   1679.) 

THE  OBLIGATIONS   OF    THE  LAWYER. 

The  Hon.  James  C.  Collins,  Jr.,  of 
this  city,  delivered  an  address  before 
the  Christian  Association  of  Brown 
University  on  the  subject:  "The  Lawyer, 
His  Moral  Obligations  to  His  Clients  and 
to  the  Community."  In  speaking  of  tin- 
obligations   of   the    lawyer,    he   said: 

"There  are  four  duties  which  tiie  law- 
yer has:  The  first  is  his  obligation  to 
the  State:  the  second  toward  the  court: 
the  third  his  duty  to  the  profession, 
and,  last,  his  obligation  toward  his  cli- 
ent. Oftentimes  the  honorable  lawyer 
must  sacrifice  his  reputation  and  his  so- 
cial standing  must  go  without  sufficient 
recompense  in  order  that  he  may  follow 
out  what  he  thinks   is  right." 

I  fail  to  see  how  a  lawyer's  obligations 
to  the  State  are  any  greater  than  those 
of  his  client,  nor  can  I  see  how  the  last 
of  his  obligations  are  to  h\<  client. 
Treachery  to  a  client,  in  plain  English, 
the  betrayals  of  his  client  for  some  pecu- 
niary gain,  direct  or  indirect,  is  not. 
according  to  my  ethics,  a  moral  quality: 
but   it   is   constantly  practiced. 


"The  pages  of  History  are  imperish- 
able." That  is  why  a  notice  in  Book 
Notes  never  ceases  to  attract  attention 
and  bear  fruit,  for  the  eye  of  the  Mas- 
ter is  the  best   fertilizer. 


It  was  a  Dire  Defeat ;  nevertheless, 
the  schools  will  continue  to  exist. 
Dverhoea  seems  to  have  been  checked. 


iQi 


Senator  William  A.  Morgan,  in  a  polit- 
ical speech,  about  the  27th  of  October 
last,  used  this  language,  in  relation  to 
what  he  calls  Democratic  attacks  upon 
the  Constitution   of  Rhode   Island: 

"Now  they  are  attacking  also  our 
State  Constitution,  which  in  my  opinion 
is  one  of  the  best  possessed  by  any  State 
in  the  country.  And  what  is  the  fault 
they  find   with   it? 

"Chierly  that  it  is  60  years  old  and 
because  they  think  it  doesn't  allow  them 
to  get  the  offices." 

Again  : 

"We  have  one  of  the  best  Constitutions 
governing  any  State  in  this  country," 
was  the  declaration  of  Senator  William 
A.  Morgan  in  defence  of  Democratic  at- 
tacks thereon,  in  his  address  to  the 
Pioneer  .Republican  Club  at  noon  Satur- 
day. 

The  Supreme  Court,  under  this  Con- 
stitution, has  given  the  General  Assem- 
bly the  power  to  release  corporations 
from  the  payment  of  any  tax.  Thus 
increasing  the  tax  of  individuals.  Is 
that,  according  to  this  Senator,  a  speci- 
men of   constitutional  virtue  ? 

The  General  Assembly  has,  under  this 
Constitution  and  backed  by  the  court, 
taken  away  from  towns  the  power  to 
elect  their  own  officers,  a  power  guar- 
anteed in  Rhode  Island  two  centuries. 

Is  that  according  to  the  Senator  a 
specimen    of    constitutional    virtue? 

The  population  of  the  State  is  480,082. 
Twenty  of  the  smallest  towns,  basing  a 
population  of  38,473.  control  the  vote  of 
each  House;  and  2S  of  the  smallest 
towns,  having  a  population  of  only 
87,192,  control  the  vote  in  Grand  Com- 
mittee; thus  controlling  the  election  of 
every  judge  of  every  court  and  the  elec- 
tion of  every  Senator  to  the  United 
States    Senate. 

Providence  sends  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  from  each  15.279  in- 
habitants, while  Foster  sends  one  repre- 
sentative    for    each     580;     Charlestown, 


'    one  for  each  479;    Exeter,  one   for  each 
:    394;  West  Greenwich,  one  for  each  237, 
etc.,  etc. 

If  such  is  the  work  of  the  brst  Coit- 
|  >titution  governing  any  State  in  this 
I  country,  in  the  devil's  name  what  must 
I    the  worst  be? 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the 
■  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  ami 
j  shall  be  inviolate.  The  courts  under  the 
i  General  Assembly  have  taken  this  funda- 
;  mental  right  away  from  the  people. 
!  Does  a  Constitution  under  which  such 
j  work  is  done  show  itself  to  be  the  best 
I    in   this    country? 


Mrs.  M.  Lee  Clifford  has  written  .-. 
clever  story  for  children,  "Polly  the 
Parrot,"  an  autobiography;  for  Polly 
tells  her  own  story  from  her  birth  and 
life  in  one  of  the  South  American 
Jungles  to  the  time  when  she  reached  iter 
New  England  home,  in  which  she  lived 
so  happy.  It  is  a  pretty  book  published 
by  the  11.  M.  Caldwell  Company  of  Bos- 
ton,  and   sells   for  $1.25. 


John  Ruskin's  only  fairy  tale,  "The 
King  of  the  Golden  River,"  has  jusl 
been  exquisitely  printed  by  the  H.  M. 
Caldwell  Company  of  Boston,  and  sells 
for  40  or  j?  cents,  according  to  the 
binding.  It  is  a  beautiful  book,  and  as 
excellent   as  beautiful. 


Baker's  bread  costs  5  cents  a  loaf  and 

weighs    13    ounces.      Home-made    bread 

is  far  more  nourishing,  and  can  be  made 

piactically  with  no  labor  for  3  cents  pel 

i    16  ounces. 


Where   did   Hezekiah   get   his   story   of 
i    the    keeping    of    the    homes    of    '"lewd  ' 

I    women  open  for  '"lewd"  men  011  Walker 

- 
1    street  by  our   former   Mayor  Granger.'' 


A  $20.00  space  on  a  newspaper  for  a 
I  mention  of  a  book  worth  50  cents  seems 
j    pretty    low    to    ordinary   advertisers. 
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UNION  TRUST  COMPANY 


PROVIDENCE,  R.   I 


THE    BANK   OF   THE   PEOPLE 


THE  WISE.  MAN  SAVES  MONEY— 

Because — the  wise  man  is  thrifty.  Because— he  profits  by  the 
sad  experience  of  unwise  men  who  neglected  to  save.  Because 
— he  knows  the  value  of  a  financial  anchor  to  cast  to  wind- 
ward. This  great,  healthy,  progressive  institution  carries  the 
savings  accounts  of  wise  men  and  women — many  thousands  of 
them.  Every  dollar  deposited  earns  fy%  per  annum  !  Interest 
is  compounded  twice  a  year. 

ADD  YOUR  NAME  TO   OUR   ROLL   OF    WISE   MEN    AND  WOMEN 


Two  great  Law  Books  for  Great  Law- 
yers or  Great  Students  of  Law  upon 
which  practically  all  English  or  Amer- 
icans or  French    Statutes   rest. 

PandecUe  Justinianere  in  Novum  Ordi- 
nem  Digestie ;  cum  legibus  codicis  et 
novellis,  qv\x  Jus  Pandectarum,  con- 
formant, explicant,  aut  abrogant.  Pne- 
fixus  est  Index  Titulorum  &  Divesionem 
omnium,  quo  totius  Opervis.  Specimen 
quoddam  &  quasi  materiar  um  appendix 
exhibetur.  Subjecta  quoque  Tabula 
qua  nominatim  Leges  oranes  cum  suis 
Paragraphis  &  Versiculis  ordini  Diges- 
torum  restituuntur.  (3.  vols.  Folio. 
Lugduni,   1782.) 

The  arrangement  of  this  edition  of 
the  Pandects  was  made  by  Pothier,  a 
great  French  jurist,  born  in  1699.  It 
ia  what  we  now  call  such  work  a 
"Digest"  of  Perpetual  Edicts.  But  this 
edition  differs  from  all  others  by  the 
division  into  subjects  and  digested 
from  two  thousand  treatises,  containing 
three  millions  of  sentences.  It  is  de- 
clared by  James  Bryce  to  be  "by  far  the 
most  precious  monument  of  legal  genius 
of  the  Romans,  and  indeed  whether  one 


regards  the  intrinsic  merits  of  its  sub- 
stance or  the  prodigious  influence  it  has 
exerted,  and  still  (1&S1J  exerts  the  most 
remarkable  law  book  that  the  world  ha- 
ever  seen.'" 

Another  of  these  uncommon  books  i> 
Gluck's  great  Commentary  on  the  Pan- 
dects of  Justinian,  or  Ausfuhrliche  erlau- 
tehtng  der  Pandcktcn  nach  hcllfc.d  cin 
commentar,  by  Gluck,  with  the  suc- 
cessive writers,  Muhlenbruck, — Fein; — 
Arndts, — Arndts,  V,  Arnesburg  and 
Burchard,  1790 — 1891,  ending  with  the 
third  of  Burchard,  and  bringing  tin- 
Commentary  down  to  include  the  401b 
book  of  the  Pandects,  of  which  work- 
there  are  fifty  books.  This  set  includes 
the  Volhstand'xgcs  Sach-und  Gestz- 
Register,  (indexes),  in  four  volume-, 
the  whole  forming  a  Commentaire  1c 
plus  complete  qui  ait  encore  paru  sur 
je=  Pandectcs.  Thi<.  according  1  ■ 
Brunet.  the  greatest  of  French  Bibliog- 
raphers. This  set  is  in  60  volunies 
octavo.  Both  sets  are  in  excellent  con- 
ditions, both  a-  to  the  leaves  and  the 
binding-:  and  they  will  be  sold  for  $4° 
for  the  two  sets.  Apply  to  Sidney  S. 
Rider.    Providence,   R.   I. 


BOOK   NOTES 

HISTORICAL,    LITERARY    AND    CRITICAL. 
CONDUCTED    BY 

SIDNEY   S.    RIDER, 


73    ALMY  STREET, 


PROVIDENCE,     R.    I 
Entered  as  Second   class  Matter,  at  the   Providence,    R.    I.    P,,vt  Office. 


50  Cents  per  annum.     Fortnight! y 
Smgie  Copy  5  Cents. 


Saturday,  Dec.  1,  1906.       ™  «■ 


AN  ORIGINAL  LETTER  WRITTEN  ON  THE 
NIGHT  OF  THE  BOMBARDMENT  OFF 
CHARLESTON,    S.    C,    JUNE    28th;     I//6. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  June  28th, 
1776,  that  the  Bristol  Fleet  opened  fire 
upon  Fort  Sullivan  in  Charleston  Har- 
bor. It  was  terrific,  lasting  all  day  and 
until  nine  o'clock  at  night.  The  follow- 
ing letter  was  written  on  the  night 
of  the  battle,  and  after  the  artillery- 
fire  was  discontinued.  It  is  now  the 
property  of  my  neighbor,  Benjamin  B. 
Edmands,  who  was  in  1S61,  a  lieutenant 
in  the  54th  Regiment  sent  by  Massa- 
chusetts. The  first  colored  regiment  of 
which  Col-  Robert  G.  Shaw  was  com- 
mander. One  day,  visiting  a  deserted 
house  near  the  camp,  Lieut.  Edmands 
found  this  letter  with  some  other 
-papers  in  an  attic.  It  is  a  vivid  picture, 
given  at  the  moment  of  one  of  the  most 
famous  affairs  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution.    Here   is   the   letter. 

Charleston.    28th,    June.    1776, 

10  o'clock  at  night. 

Dear  Brother  Ravenel :— Yr  Buff  go- 
ing up  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quainting you  (as  none  other  had  time 
so  to  do)  that  the  contest  of  our  free- 
dom, or  abject  slavery,  commenced  this 
day  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.  The  Boom 
Catch  fired  10  shells  on  the  Island  as 
a  signal  for  CI  in  ion's  troops  to  land 
on  the  back  of  Haddrel's  Point,  which 
they  attempted,  but  was  repulsed  twice 
with    loss,    while   the    50,   4-b    36   and   28 


and     20    gun     ships     made     up     for     the 
Island;   when  about  a   \  of  a   mile   dis- 
tance  a   most   violent   cannonade    insudc, 
which     continued    without     intermissii  n 
instill   \  after  nine.    The  express  sent   up 
after   3    o'clock   gives    account    that    our 
works  was  no  wise  injured,  but  the  flag 
staff   carried   away  by   the  4th    shott;    1 
gun    dismounted,    a    boy    killed    and    2 
turkeys*    killed    by    the    bursting    oi    a 
shell.     The  50  gun   ship  much   damaged, 
as    well    the    others,    as    appears    by    the 
wainscotting  carving,  blocks,  yards,  &c, 
&:c,  &c,  &c,  drifted  up  and  were   lodged 
hi     the    exchanges    as    trophies    of    the 
day;    3    shots    in    5    of    ours    took    place. 
:    Its  computed  the  ships   fired   13,000  shot 
I    and  50,000  weight  of  powder.     The  Siren 
i    of  28,  and  a  frigate  of  20  guns,   in  mak- 
ing   up    to    the    Island,    got    aground,    on 
I    the  Middle  Bank,  and  still  remains,  per- 
•    haps   forever,   or   they   would   have   been 
j    in  the   line   of  battle.     The  boom  vessel 
1    played  all  day,  but  with  no  great   effect. 
!    A   reinforcement    of    400   men    was    sent 
i    down    this    evening   in   4    schooners,    and 
,    this    evening    brought    over    from    Hol- 
I    beans    that    number    just    arrived    there 
j    from  North  Carolina  in  nick  of  time  to 
replace    them.      The    whole    town    is    un- 
der   arms    this    night,    as    a    greater    or 
their  whole  naval  force  will  be  in  a  line 
before     the     Tsland     tomorrow,     and     a 
vigorous    push    made    by    Clinton.      The 
ff:te    of    the    Tsland.    town    ami    province 
will   be   determined,   or  they'll   make   the 
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Dest  of  their  way  out  from  whence  they 
came.  As  soon  as  the  engagement  be- 
gun, the  Crown  officers  and  Tories  were 
carried  to  Russel's  house  under  a  guard; 
a  seasure  made  cm  their  papers,  &c. 
The  monies  in  the  treasury,  &c.,.sent 
out  of  town  to  Dorchester  this  after- 
noon and  the  powder,  sent  for;  from 
thence  a  supply  also  sent  down  to  the 
Island  this  evening.  The  troops  here 
gained   great   honor    this    day. 

Notwithstanding  a  report,  a  report 
is  received  in  town  that  5  or  6  men  in 
the  fort  was  killed.  I  hope  in  God, 
your  nephew,  my  son  is  not  one,  as  he 
v.  as  to  have  fired  the  first  shot;  his  post 
being  on  the  weather  flank  and  most 
exposed. 

T  came  down  Tuesdav  intending  to  ! 
s:ay  bur  one  night,  but  finding  my 
daughter  in  town,  Mrs.  Waring  intreat- 
tng  me  very  pressingly  to  stay  to  carry 
her  out  of  the  way  when  danger  ap- 
proached, which  shall  tomorrow,  if  I 
can  obtain  a  pass,  as  none  is  now  suf- 
fered to  quit.  It's  said  this  is  the 
Greatest    cannonading    that    was    ever    in 


America  before.  May  the  God  of  Israel, 
who  is  the  God  of  host-,  give  su 
and  victory  to  our  arms,  then  we  will 
not  fear  their  strength  and  numb  r- 
My  best  regards  and  love  to  in 
and  am  in  great  haste.  Vr  friend  and 
brother,  R.   B.    Muzyck. 

P.  S. — General  Lee  went  ever  to 
Haddrels  tins  morning  and  will  be  there 
to  oppose  Clinton.  The  transports  lay 
in  their  former  position,  but  the  ship< 
of  war  have  Come   up. 

Saturday    Morning — The   50   gun 
is    now   all    in    flames.      Soon   after   sli  • 
began  to  cannonade,  the  gun   roi  m   ti  ■  k 
fire.     God   of   his    Infiniteness   Goodius- 
fights  our  battle. 

I  "follow   with   the  earliest   accoui 
this    battle    in    the    succeeding    histori 
Here    is    the    first,    published    in    Lincoln 
in    i7<So. 

The  fleet  anchored  off  Charleston  bar 
in  the  beginning  of  June.  The  first  ob- 
ject of  the  Bristol  after  passing  the  bar. 
was  the  back  of  a  for:  on  the  south- 
west point  of  Sullivan's  Island.  This 
fort  commanded  the  passage  to  Charles- 
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ton.  It  was  near  the  end  of  the  month 
before  the  auack  took  place.  Every- 
thing being  settled,  the  ihunderer,  bomb 
covered  by  an  armed  ship  began  the 
attack,  by  throwing  shells  at  the  fort. 
About  ii  o'clock  the  Bristol,  Experi- 
ment, Active  and  Solcbay  brought  up 
directly  against  the  fort,  and  began  a 
most  furious  and  incessant  cannonade. 
The  Sphynx,  Acteo.ii  and  Syren  were 
ordered  westward  between  the  end  of 
the  island  and  Charleston  to  cut  off 
communication;  this  design  was  upset 
by  an  unskillful  pilot  who  entangled 
the  frigates;  two  were  got  off,  but  the 
Act  eon  could  not  be  got  off,  and  she 
was  burnt  by  the  crew.  The  action 
continued  till  the  darkness  of  the  night 
compelled  the  ending  of  it,  and  Sir 
Peter  Parker,  finding  all  hope  of  suc- 
cess at  an  end.  withdrew  his  shattered 
\esells  between  9  and  10  o'clock  in  the 
evening  after  an  engagement  of  10 
hours.  The  Bristol  had  ill  and  the 
Experiment  79  men  killed  and  wounded. 
It  was  not  expected  that  this  small  fort 
could  withstand  the  heavy  fire  of  the 
British    ships    the    space    of    one    hour. 


I  in->  is  an  abridgment  «-f  an  account 
published  in  "An  Imperial  Historj 
of  the  War  in  Anurica."  London,  1780, 
reprint  Boston,  17S-2,  v.  2,  pages  68-74. 

Here  is  the  next  succeeding  account; 
it  is  really  interesting  to  note  the 
strength  which  this  original  letter  gives 
to  true   histories: 

in  1788  William  Gordon  published  a 
History  of  the  American  Revolution  in 
3  volumes  (London.)  Mr.  Gordon 
tells  us  that  Lord  Den-more,  being  then 
in  Virginia,  sent  despatches  by  a  small 
vessel  to  Annapolis.  1  bis  vessel  was 
captured  and  the  despatches  were  sent 
to  the  Secretary,  by  them  it  became 
known  that  the  British  had  planned  an 
expedition  to  attaek  either  North  Caro- 
lina or  South  Carolina  or  Virginia  by  a 
tieet,  under  Sir  Petti  Paiker.  Charles- 
ton, being  the  most  valuable  sea  port, 
was  at  once  put  in  order  for  defence. 
"A  fleet  of  40,  or  50,  sail  away,  and  lay  at 
anchor  6  leagues  north  of  Sullivan's 
Island;  on  the  icth  June,  the  Bristol, 
a  50-gun  ship,  her  guns  being  taken  out, 
got  safe  over  the  bar.  June  28,  the 
fort  on   Sullivan's    Island   is   now    to   be 
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attacked.  The  2(1  and  3d  regiments  of 
the  Colony  occupied  Sullivan's  Island; 
the  other  forces  had  occupied  Haddrell's 
Point,  James'  Island  and  the  hay  (coast 
line)  in  front  of  die  town.  The 
thunder  Bomb  began  to  throw  shells 
between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven ; 
the  British  tire  was  kept  up  without  in- 
termission till  near  '  seven  o'clock ;  at 
hall-past  nine  the  firing  ceased ;  a! 
eleven  the  shattered  ships  slipped  their 
cables  and  withdrew.  The  Bristol  had 
40  men  killed  and  71  wounded.  The 
Experiment  had  23  killed  and  76 
wounded.  There  were  many  thousand 
shots  fired  at  the  fort  from  the  shipping. 
but  the  works  suffered  little  damage; 
those  which  struck  the  fort  were  buried 
in  the  soft  wood.  Hardly  a  hut  or  a 
tree  on  the  island  escaped.  Seven  thou- 
sand balls  have  been  picked  up  since  the 
engagement.  (Gordon's  American  Rev- 
olution,  London,    17.S8,  v.   2,  pp.  80-85.) 


eminent     ownership    o'f    railroads     tl 
any    argument    thai    ha>    e,ar    been    pi:: 
forward  is  support  of  that  idea." 


(From    Providence    Tribune,    13th    No- 
vember,  1906.) 
"Mr.  E.  H.  Harriman  i?  probably  do- 
wig  more   to   advance  the   cause  of  gov-   i 


JOHN    ROWLANDS    ACCOUNT    OF    BUSIXEa: 
CONDITIONS     IN    PROVIDENCE     IN     1 789. 

The     Mechanicks     &     Manufac 

association     of     Providence     was 
poratcd  in    1789.     Thirty-six   y      - 
ir    established    quarters    added    to    which 
was  a  hall  for  public  meetings  and  ad 
dresses.     This  was  in   1825.  John   How- 
bnd    was   then    President,   and   ck-ln 
the    opening    address    on     the     10th    •  t 
January.      Pie    gives    an    account    of    ! 
business    conditions    as    they    existed    in 
1789.     the     year     of     the     incorporation. 
"This     town    then    contained    a    popula- 
tion of  less  than  half  its   present  num- 
ber   (to    wit,    6300).      livery    branch    ■  ; 
industry     was     cramped     and     fettered; 
credit    was  not   to   be   obtained,    for  this 
plain   and    simple    reason,   because    there 
was    no    money    to    let    or    to    lend,    and 
no  enterprise   in  which   it   could   be   em- 
ployed, provided   it    could  have  been  ob- 
tained.    Banks    did  not    then   exist,  and 
there  was  not  capital  enough  exchange- 
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able  for  specie  to  bring  one   into  exist- 
ence.     The    war,    which    established    the 

independence  of  the  nation,  after  a  dura- 
tion of  eight  years,  had  left  the  coun-  I 
try  destitute  of  personal  property,  ex- 
cept  what  existed  in  certificates  of  the  ! 
government  for  services  rendered,  or  for 
supplies  furnished  for  the  support  of 
the  army.  These  (certificates)  the 
government  was  unable  to  redeem  or 
even  to  provide  funds  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest.     Their  value  was  merely 


Thes 


e    circumstances    w 


count  for  one  (the  Mechanicks'  Asso- 
ciations) admission  payment,  twenty- 
five  cents;  and  the  annual  payment  be- 
ing limited  to  the  same  sum.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  for  the  present  gener- 
ation to  conceive  the  depressing  circum- 
stance of   those   times. 

"These  things  could  not  so  ocntinue; 
the  people  of  this  country  were  too 
wise  to  remain  under  such  a  system. 
Delegates  were  therefore  appointed  to 
form  a  Constitution  of  National  Gov-  j 
eminent  that  we  might  become  one  peo- 
ple.      Twelve     of     the     thirteen     States 


adopted  the  constitution  and  established 
the  present  government,  and  Wa 
ton  was  elected  President.  Rhode 
Island  refused  to  adopt  it;  we  were 
consequently  a  nation  by  ourselves,  our 
ships  and  coasting  vessels  were  ad;, 
into  the  ports  uf  the  Union  011I3  as 
foreigners.  Trade  was  consequent!)  .1! 
an  end,  and  the  grass  grew  on  our 
wharves.  Many  removed  from  this 
State  into  the  United  State-,  etc."  It 
was  these  conditions  just  preceding 
the  year  17S9  that  led  to  the  issue  1  :" 
paper  money  known  as  the  Bank  of 
1786,  and  the  making  the  refusal  of  a 
man  to  take  the  bills  of  this  Bank  for 
money— a  criminal  offence.  But  Mr. 
Howland  did  not  understand  the  con- 
stitutional work  here  in  Rhode  l-land 
of  those  years.  It  was  not  "Rhode- 
Island  that  refused  to  adopt,"  it  was 
the  work  of  the  Charter  General  Assem- 
bly which  prevented  the  people  from 
acting.  This  General  Assembly  actually 
prevented  the  people  of  Rhode  Island 
from  casting  a  single  vote  for  George- 
Washington  for  President  at  either  of 
his  elections. 


The   Lands  of  Rhode  Island 

as  they  were  known  to 

CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU  . 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 
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Paracelsus  is  the  god  of  the  Doctors, 
A.  D.  1526,  was  his  beginning'.  Here 
are  a  couple  of  his  principles  in  medi- 
cine. "It  matters  not  whether  it  be 
God,  or  the  devil,  or  angels,  or  unclean 
spirits,  cufe  him,  so  that  he  he  eased." 
He  encouraged  "his  patients  to  have  a 
good  faith,  a  strong  imagination,  and 
they  shall  find  the  effects."  He  con- 
tends and  proves  that  many  diseases 
cannot  be  otherwise  cured  if  they  be 
caused  by  incantation,  they  must  be 
cured  by  incantation.  (Burton's  Anat- 
omy of  Melancholy,  p.  271.)  Pliny  the 
elder  almost  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Christian  era  held  the  same  opinion 
"Quosdam  esse  morbus  qui  incantation- 
ibus  solum  curentur."  This  was  the 
opinion  01  Hahneman  in  179(5,  and  \w»s 
the  foundation  of  the  homeopathic 
theory  of  medicine- — Similia  similibiis 
curantur-  Pliny,  one  of  the  greatest  of 
human  minds,  held  it  A.  D.  26;  Para- 
celsus, the  greatest  medical  genius  the 
world  has  yet  discovered,  held  it  in 
1526;  Burton,  the  author  of  the  anatomy 
of  melancholy,  held  it  in  1600 ;  and 
Hahneman  held  it  in   1796. 


Here  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the 
learning  and  the  integrity  of  men  who 
pretend  to  educate  men  in  the  virtues  of 
the  practice  of  druggery.  Dr.  C.  Creigh- 
ton  prints  in  the  latest  edition  of  the 
Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  a  long  articles, 
"synopicar  medicine.  Here  is  a  clause 
written  by  him,  "numerous  instances 
having  occured  of  the  extensive  diffu- 
sion of  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  and 
diptheria,  by  means  of  milk,  the  Privy 
Council  has  issued  an  order,  called  the 
dairies,  milkshops  and  cowsheds  order." 
Now  here  is  another  of  his  clauses : 
"The  Vaccination  Acts  (of  Parliament  in 
1871),  are  an  important  part  of  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Laws,  they  are  administered 
for  the  most  part  through  the  agency  of 
the  Medical  Profession."  The  milk  of  a 
cow  is  a  positive  danger  to  human  health, 
but    to    take    matter    from    a    sore    on    a 


C(  w.  gash  a  child'-  flesh  and  thrust  this 
morbid  poi-on  into  the  child's  flesh  is 
a  positive  protection  t<>  life,  not  of  the 
child  but  of  the  man  who  thrust  in  the 
poison.  How  any  doctor  has  the  au- 
dacity to  write  such  stuff,  and  then  sign 
his  name  to  it,  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  illustrative  <i  the  view  held 
by  such  men  of  the  average  intelligence 
of  men— ati:!  the  highest  court  in  Massa- 
chusetts has  supported  such  work. 
Strange  as  it  must  seem  to  be.  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  Rhode  Island  acts 
upon  these  lines,  urging  the  danger  of 
milk  and  the  safety  of  mutter-  form  a 
cow's  sore. 


The  Journal  a   few  weeks  ago  printed 
a    delightful    picture    of     Providence    in 

1S00.  In  real  life  a  hamlet  of  a  hundred 
houses.  The  writer  told  of  catching 
a  dubertus  in  Ma-hapaug  Pond.  1  have 
been  waiting  patiently  for  the  writer 
to  give  a  picture  in  English  of  the 
manner  how  the  dubertus  got  into  this 
pond.  A  dubertus — jubertus  is  the  word 
— was  a  finback  whale,  from  50  to  6c 
feet  in  length.  These  local  pictures  in 
the  papers  are  certainly  amusing  to  us 
ignoramuses. 


The  writer  of  Book  Notes  has  re- 
ceived a  note,  signed  "S.  Walker,"  about 
a  "notorious  dive"  and  the  "owner 
thereof.''  Give  me  the  legal  evidence 
upon  which  your  story  rest-.  Siippo 
I  were  to  print  his  story,  how  am  1  to 
explain  upon  whom  1  rested  for  tin 
truth  of  it?  "Swalker"  must  take  me 
for  a   fool. 


The  beauty  of  the  swindle  in  eggs   in 

:  the   prices    now    charged    in    the    various 

I  markets    in    this    city    is    cleverly    shown 

!  by    my    latest    purchase.      I    bought    tw 

!  dozen  eggs  at  jr  cent-,  :um\  cne  dozen  a; 

i  50  cent?.     The  27-cent  eggs   weighed    y 

\  ounces,    the    30-cent     eggs     weighed    21 

]  ounce-.       The    30-cent     eggs     ought 

i  have  weighed  11  per  cent,  more  than  the 
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27  cents,  both  being  of  exactly  the  same 

quality.  The  increased  price  ought  to 
have  given  me  more  egg,  but  instead 
of  giving  me  27  ounces  it  gave  me  only 
21  ounces.  It  was,  and  is  a  downright 
swindle. 


Mr.  Bryan  defines  civilization  as  the 
''harmonious  development  of  the  human 
race,  physically,  mentally  and  morally; 
not  the  development  of  all  along  one  line, 
or  the  development  of  a  few  along  all 
lines,  but  the  full  and  well-rounded  de- 
velopment of  all  in  boy,  mind  and  heart." 
That  definition  1  ^Dickinson)  accept; 
and  to  accept  it  is  to  accept  the  ideal  of 
democracy.  Hitherto,  through  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  the  principle,  tacit,  if 
not  avowed,  of  every  civilization  has  been 
the  sacrifice  of  the  many  to  the  few.  In 
slavery — and  how  recent  is  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  West ! — this  principle 
is  explicitly  affirmed ;  and  it  has  been, 
and  is,  operative  under  more  insidious 
forms  even  where  slavery  has  been 
repudiated.  It  is  the  principle  of  aris- 
tocracy, or,  if  the  word  be  preferred,  of 
oligarchy;  and  where  it  has  prevailed, 
there  have  been  accomplished  all  the 
great  achievements  of  mankind  in  sociai 
organization,  in  letters,  in  art,  and  in 
science.  The  human  race  hitherto  has 
progressed,  where  it  has  progressed. 
Upon  the  basis  of  oligarchy. — From 
Dickinson's  '"Eastern  and  Western 
Ideals"  in  the  December  Century; 


Men  have  been  educated  in  the  days 
that  are  gone,  that  the  better  quality 
cost  more  money  than  the  poorer  quality 
brought.  The  management  of  these 
present  city  markets  lakes  advantage  of 
this  public  belief  relative  to  quality  and 
value  charge  from  6  to  10  different 
prices  for  legs  of  mutton,  al!  costing 
exactly  the  same  price  at  the  same  time. 
These  retail  prices  run  from  9  cents  to 
18  cent^  a  pound;  the  9-cent  mutton 
pays  the  dealer  a  profit,  and  so  on.  for 
every    species    of    food.      As    President 


Hadlcy  of  Yale  said  last  week:  •"Modern 
trade"  is  '"gambling  or  something 
worse."  There  must  come  but  on^:  re- 
sult— destruction. 


"'The  great  mistake  is  that  of  looking 
upon    men   as   virtuous,   or   thinking   that 
they    can    be    made    so    by    law;    conse- 
quently the  greatest   art  of  the  politician 
is    to    render    vices    serviceable     to    the 
cause     of     virtue."     Thus     spoke      Lord 
Bolingbroke.     (Spence's  Anecdotes,   to.) 
1     Thus  to  make  men  thieves  and  use  their 
■    plunder   in   the  bribing  of   the    franchise 
!    lies  today  the   "greatest   art"  of  the  poli- 
!    ticians   in   Rhode  Island. 


The     Standard    Oil    Trust,  the    Steel 

I  Trust,  the  Railroad  Combine,  the   \mer- 

I  ican     Express     Company,     et  id     genus 

j  onme,  are  trying  to  head  off  the  people 

:  in    their    madness    against    their    corrupt 

j  corporations     by    raising    the  wages    of 

j  their    employes.       Can    these  employers 

j  crush  out   the  people? 


I       Once   it  was  called  stealing,  now  it  is 
;    '"exploitation." 


It  is  an  interesting  age  in  which 
we  are  now  living.  An  American  mar- 
ried woman  has  just  published  a  book- 
on  marriage  in  which  she  advocates  the 
re- establishment  of  the  "Fleet  Mar- 
riages" as  they  once  existed  in  London. 

Edmund  Quinn,  recently  an   ofheer   of 

I  the  2nd  R.  I.   Regt.  induced  a  woman  to 

I  enter   the  armory  on   Westminster   -tree; 

i  one  night  a  week  or  two  ago  to  practice 

j  tatics    probably.      In    the    morning    I 

I  were    found     dead,    asphixiated    by    the 

i  gas    of    the    Providence    Gas    Company. 

I  The  papers  have  given  numerous  obitu- 

|  aries    of   Quinn,    but    not    one    w<  rd    for 

i  the  woman,  nor  one  word  appeared  a<   to 

1  poison   gas  as  is   now    sent    into   all   our 

J  houses.      Newspaper    justice    is    sublime. 
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Two  great  Law  Books  for  Great  Law- 
yers or  Great  Students  of  Law  upon 
which  practically  all  English  or  Amer- 
icans  or   French    Statutes   rest. 

Pandecta;  Justinianeae  in  Novum  Ordi- 
nem  Digesta:- ;  cum  legibus  codicis  et 
novellis,  quce  Jus  Panciectarum,  con- 
formant, explicaut,  aut  abrogant.  Prce- 
fixus  est  Index  Titulorum  &  Divesk  nem 
omnium,  quo  totius  Opervis.  Specimen 
qupddam  &  quasi  ma'teriar  urn  appendix 
exhibetur.  Subjecta  quoque  Tabula 
qua  nominatim  Leges  omnes  cum  suis 
Paragraphis  &  Versiculis  ordini  Diges- 
torum  restituuntur.  (3.  vol'si  Folio, 
Lugduni,   1782.) 

The  arrangement  of  this  edition  of 
the  Pandects  was  made  by  Pothier,  a 
great  French  jurist,  born  in  160,9.  It 
i.->  what  we  now  call  such  work  a 
"Digest"  of  Perpetual  Edict-.  But  this 
edition  differs  from  all  others  by  the 
division  into  subjects  and  digested 
from  two  thousand  treatises,  containing 
three  millions  of  sentences.  It  is  de- 
clared by  James  Bryce  to  be  "by  far  the 
most  precious  monument  of  legal  genius 
of  the  Romans,  and  indeed  whether  one 


regards  the  intrinsic  merits  of  its  sub- 
stance or  the  prodigious  influence7  it  has 
exerted,  and  still  (1881)  exerts  the  most 
remarkable  law  book  that  the  world  has 
ever  seen." 

Another  of  these  uncommon  books   is 
Gluck's   great   Commentary  on   the   Pan- 
dects of  Justinian,  or  Ausfuhrliche  erlau- 
teriing   der  Pandekten   nacli   hellfchi   cin 
commentar,    by     Gluck,     with     the     suc- 
cessive    writers.     Muhlenbruck.— Fein. — 
Arndts. — Arndts,      V.      Arnesburg      and 
Burchard,    1790 — T8qr,    ending    with    the 
third     of     Burchard.     and     bringing     the 
Commentary    down    to    include    the   40th 
book    of    the    Pandect-,    of   which    work- 
there  are  fifty  books.     This   set   include- 
the       VoUsstaudi'zcs      Sach-uud      Gcs't'z- 
j    Register,     (indexes),    in    four    volumes. 
i    the  'whole    forming    a    Comnvnlnirc    le 
I    nlus    complete    qui    ait    encrre    p-mi    sur 
I    !ec      Pandectev".        This,      according      tn 
I    Brunet.   the   greatest   of  French    Bibliog- 
|    ranher-.       This     set    is     in    Co    volumes 
i    octavo.     Both    sets  are  in   excellent    mn- 
\    dftinns,    both    as    to    the    have-:    and    the 
i    bindings  :   nnd   they  will  he   sold   for  Suo 
I    for   the   two   sets.      Apply   to    Sidney    S. 
Rider,    Providence.   R.    I. 
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THE   SOFT  COAL   SMOKE   NUISANCE. 

Here  is  the  latest  from  Cincinnati, 
Ohio: 

"A  scientist  has  been  gathering  data 
as  to  the  amount  of  soot  that  falls  in 
Cincinnati,  and  he  has  secured  some  sur- 
prising results.  He  placed  buckets,  part- 
ly filled  with  water,  on  n  high  roofs  in 
different  sections  of  the  city,  and  after 
leaving  them  for  three  months  he  ana- 
lyzed the  mixture  that  had  been  de- 
posited in  the  buckets.  He  found  in  the 
downtown  district,  basing  his  estimate 
on  the  ii  buckets,  that  541  tons  of  soot 
had  fallen  per  month,  or  18  tons  per  day. 
Within  one  square  mile  in  the  smoke 
district  he  estimated  there  had  fallen 
343,728  pounds  of  soot,  an  average  of 
several  pounds  for  each  resident  who 
did  business  or  who  lived  in  the  terri- 
tory. 

'"It  is  only  by  translating  the  smoke 
nuisance  into  figures  of  this  sort  that 
the  vast  amount  of  soot  that  can  be  sus- 
pended in  the  .iir  of  an  infected  district 
is    appreciated.'' 

Here  is  a  case  right  here  in  Provi- 
dence: The  Tobey  Street  Children's 
Home  has  during  the  past  six  months 
expended  three  thousand  dollars  in  paint- 
ing the  inside  wafls  of  the  building  in 
order  to  get  lid  of  the  soot  on  these 
walls    in    every   room,   more    or   less,    in 


the  building.  Last  May,  before  the  re- 
painting, I  was  taken  through  these 
rooms  and  shown  the  soot.  Within  a 
month,  or  since  this  re-painting,  Mrs. 
Easterbrooks,  the  matron,  has  shown  the 
new  soot  again  covering  these  walls  to 
the  Smoke  Inspector,  a  Providence  p  >- 
liceman  and  myself,  we  being  together. 
This  soot  could  not  be  seen  when  coming 
in ;  it  must  have  been  of  a  very  light 
gray. 

The  Rochester  Herald  prints  these 
notes  suggested  by  the  Cincinnati  con- 
dition :  "How  many  pounds  are  re- 
quired to  spoil  the  hou^e  furnishings, 
curtains,  draperies,  walls  and  washed 
linen  of  the  average  household;  how 
many  pounds  must  be  breathed  by  a  man 
to  affect  his  lungs;  how  much  of  general 
discomfort,  ugliness  of  environment,  co-r 
of  damaged  household  goods  and  ill- 
health  can  be  distributed  by  a  ton  of 
scot,  can  only  be  approximately  esti- 
mated. It  is  hard  to  figure  the  nuisance 
in  cash  or  to  say  what  represents  it  m 
the  health  reports  But  the  investigation 
of  the  Cincinnati  scientist,  put  in  the 
concrete  form  of  tons  and  pounds,  makes 
a  most  impressive  argument  for  the  strict 
enforcement  of  the  smoke  nuisance." 

The  people  of  Providence  have  recent- 
ly had  a  specimen  of  the  "strict  enforce- 
ment" of  this  law.  It  consists  of  the 
opinion  of  a  Superior  Court  Judge  in 
the  case  against  the  Kendall  Son;.  Com- 
pany. 
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OPINION    OF    MR.    JUSTICE   TANNER,   OF   THE 

SUPERIOR    COURT    IX    THE    CASE,    STATE, 

PATRICK    EGAN     (DEPUTY   CHIEF   OF 

POLICE,    CITY    OF    PROVIDENCE  J 

V.    KENDALL     MFG.    CO. 

This  was  a  criminal  complaint  fur 
violation  of  the  so-called  smoke  law. 
The  substance  of  the  offence  charged  was 
the  emission  of  thick  or  dense  black  or 
gray  smoke  for  a  period  of  more  than 
rive  minutes  at  a  time.  The  real  gist 
of' the  offence  consists  in  emitting  thick 
or  dense  smoke.  The  smoke  inspector, 
however,  judging  from  his  testimony, 
evidently  regarded  the  adjective  "thick 
or  dense"  as  qualifying  only  the  word 
"black",  with  the  result  that  he  regarded 
any  kind  of  gray  smoke,  thick  or  thin, 
as  being  within  the   statute. 

C.  Q.  83.  My  question  is  why  in  read- 
ing it  off  to  the  jury  did  you  give  us 
the  impression  that  they  exceeded  the 
time  limit  so  much,  by  giving  these  long 
intervals,  in  which  you  included  the  light 
gray  smoke?  Ans.  I  thought  that 
should  be  included;  it  says,  "Dense  black 
or  gray". 


C\  Q.  S6.  if  J  make  it  clear,  my  ques- 
tion, the  substance  of  it,  is  this:  Instead 
of  giving  us  8  1-2  minutes  en  the  rir^i 
one,  the  first  offence,  you  read  off  this 
morning  to  the  jury,  why  didn't  you  give 
us  5  1-2,  including  simply  black  and 
dark  gray?  Ans.  1  wanted  to  give  you 
the  whole  offence. 

It  is  true  that  the  inspector  testified  111 
other  places  that  he  ordinarily  had  been 
accustomed  to  include  within  the  statute 
only  black  and  dark  gray,  but  not  light 
gray  smoke.  The  only  way  in  which 
these  different  statements  can  be  recon- 
ciled is  by  saying  that  the  inspector 
really  thought  as  expressly  stated  in  the 
testimony  quoted,  that  the  statute  in- 
cluded °'ra"  sifoke  v*hcth**r  -4->-1-  ••- 
light,  but  that  he  ordinarily,  as  a  matter 
of  safety,  treated  the  light  gray  inter- 
vening between  two  perio-ds  of  black  or 
dark  gray  as  separating  them  into  two 
offences.  (See  his  testimony,  C.  Q..  140- 
IJ2.)  This  interpretation  of  the  in- 
spector's opinion  is  made  almost  certain 
on  reading  his  direct  testimony,  in  which 
he    gives    14    observations,    on    the    day 
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named  in  the  complaint,  and  expressly 
gives  the  time  of  the  offence  as  includ- 
ing the  whole  period  of  Mack,  dark  gray 
and  light  gray  smoke,  thus  giving  the 
jury  the  impression  on  his  direct  testi- 
mony that  the  time  of  the  offence  ex- 
ceeded by  many  minutes  the  permitted 
period  of  five  minutes  ;  whereas,  an  ana- 
lysis of  the  original  memoranda  on  the 
back  of  the  printed  tabulation,  shows 
that  in  only  four  instances  would  there 
have  been  any  violation  of  the  statute 
if  only  consecutive  black  and  dark  gray 
smoke  had  been  included-  and  in  these 
instances  three  would  only  exceed  the 
limit  from  1-2  to  1  minute,  and  the 
other  by  2  minutes. 

In  some  instances,  on  the  tabulations 
of  results,  the  several  periods  of  black 
smoke  in  a  single  observation  are  added 
together  so  as  to  give  the  impression 
of  a  single  long  period  of  black  smoke 
when  these  different  periods  were  ac- 
tually separated  by  periods  of  not  only 
dark'  gray,  but  also  tight  gray  smoke. 
We  cannot  escape  the  conclusion  that 
a  witness  who  really  considered  a  light 
gray  smoke   as  being   within   the   statute 


to  such  an  extent  that  he  actually  in- 
cluded it  as  such  in  his  testimony  until 
1  he  was  cross-examined  on  the  subject 
i  might  fail  to  discriminate  accurately 
!  between  the  dark  gray,  which  came 
!  within  the  statute,  and  the  light  gray. 
J   which  probably  did  not. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  the  un- 
contradicted testimony  of  the  defendants' 
witnesses  that  they  knew  the  inspector 
was  watching  them  on  the  day  in  ques- 
tion and  were  tiring  carefully  to  avoid 
the  offence.  These  witnesses  testified 
I  that  they  also  timed  the  periods  of  the 
different  kind-  of  smoke,  and  that  in 
no  instance  did  they  exceed  the  statutory 
limit.  In  this  ^ase  the  evidence  to  prove 
the  offence  consisted  wholly  of  the  judg- 
ment of  witnesses  as  to  the  quality  nf 
:  smoke,  without  giving  the  jury  evidence 
j  or  any  phenomena  other  than  thin  judg- 
I  ment  by  which  the  jury  could  independ- 
ently test  the  correctness  of  the  observa- 
tions. The  evidence  cf  the  policeman 
was  so  evidently  the  adoption  of  the 
judgment  of  the  smoke  inspector  as  to 
add  little  to  the  testimony.  For  the-*.- 
reasons   we   feel    we   can   hardlv   sav   the 
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offence  was  so  clearly  proven  as  to  jus- 
tify the  verdict.     New  trial  granted. 

1  propose  a  few  moments'  considera- 
tion of  tins  opinion.  1  he  legal  title  to 
this  "smoke  law",  as  Mr.  Justice  Fanner 
iiaxnes  it,  is:  "An  Act  to  Define  and 
Prevent  Nuisances  Caused  by  Smoke". 
(Public  Laws,  January,  1902,  p,  58.) 

The  law  declares  that  "the  issue  er 
emission  of  dense  or  thick  black  or  gray 
smoke  from,  any  smokestack  connected 
with  any  engine,  steam  boiler  or  fur- 
nace of  any  description  for  a  longer 
period  than  five  minutes  at  any  one 
time,  within  a  city  having  a  population 
of  150,000  or  more,  shall  be  deemed  and 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  Public  Nui- 
sance". The  ;ime  limit  is  five  minutes, 
hence  five  and  a  half  minutes  breaks 
the  law  and  the  owners  of  the  works 
are  liable.  This  law  does  not  apply  to 
dwellings. 

The  law  again  specifically  applies  to 
persons  employed  by  the  mill  owners  in 
the  following  form :  "Every  person 
bavins:  charge  of  the  igniting,  making, 
feeding,   stoking,   or   attending  any   such 


furnace  or  smoke  preveiitors  attached 
thereto,  who  shall  so  ignite,  make,  stoke, 
etc.,  so  that  dense  or  thick  black  or  gray 
smoke  shall  issue,  shall  be  held  guilty 
of  creating  a  public  nuisance". 

It  must  here  be  observed  that  no  time 
limit  exists  in  the  working  of  a  stoker 
or  any  other  person  "attending  such  fur- 
nace." This  law  uses  but  one  phrase  de- 
scriptive of  color,  to  wit,  "Dense  or  thick 
black  or  gray."  The  word  "light"  as 
applied  to  gray  is  not  used  in  the  statute. 
These  men  are  subject  to  a  fine  each 
from  ten  to  one   hundred   dollars. 

The  Judge  cites  favorably  Mr.  Tilling- 
hast's  question  No.  86,  in  which  the 
phrase  "black  and  dark  gray"  is  u^-d. 
The  law  contains  no  such  description  of 
"gray".  Again,  the  Tudge  cites  unfavor- 
ably the  smoke  inspector's  use  of  the 
word  "light"  as  applied  to  gray.  The 
Judge,  uses  himself  the  phrase,  "Any 
kind  of  gray  smoke,  thick  or  thin".  The 
law  uses  no  such  characterization. 

The  opinion  reads :  "The  printed 
tabulation  (of  the  number  of  offences  by 
the  Kendall  Company)  shows  that  in 
only    four    instances    would    there    have 


INDUSTRIAL  TRUST  COMPANY, 

49  WESTMINSTER  ST.,     PROVIDENCE,   R.   I. 

Capital,   $3,000,000.  Surplus     $4,000,000. 

Transacts  a  General   Banking  and  Trust  Business.  Interest   paid   on    Deposits 

Legal   Depository   for   Executors,   Administrators,   Guardians,   Trustees,    Etc. 

DIRECTORS. 
H.  Martin  Brown, 
Frederick  Tompkins, 
Levi  P.   Morton, 
James  Stillman, 
George   F.   Backer, 
G.   G.   Haven, 
Thomas   F.    Ryan, 
Henry  A.  C.  Taylor, 
George  M.   Thornton, 
George  H.   Norman, 
Cyrus  P.  Brown, 


Samuel  P.  Colt, 
Olney  T.  Inman, 
George   P.   Wetmore, 
William  R.  Dupee, 
Warren  O.  Arnold, 
Richard   A.    Robertson, 
Joshua   M.   Addeman, 
W.  T.  C.  Wardwell, 
James  M.   Scott, 
William   H.   Perry, 
Arthur  L.   Kelley, 

SAMUEL    P.    COLT,    President  J.   M.    ADDEMAN,   Vice-President 

CYRUS   P.    BROWN,   Treasurer.  WALDO  M.   PLACE.  Asst.  Treasurer. 

WARD    E.    SMITH,    Secretary.  HENRY   B.   CONGDON,   Asst.   Sec'y. 

OTIS  EVERETT,  Auditor. 


Elbridge  T.  Gerry, 
Jacob  H.   Schiff, 
Richard  S.  Howland, 
Charles  C.   Harrington, 
Joseph   Davol, 
Louis  H.  Comstock, 
Herbert  N.  Fenner. 
J.  Milton  Payne, 
Eben  N.   Littlefield. 
James  Speyer. 


205 


been  any  violation  of  the  statute,  if  only 
consecutive  black  and  dark  gray  smoke 
had  been  included  (in  the  tabulation)." 
The  Judge  continues:  "And  in  these 
(jour)  instances  three  would  only  ex- 
ceed the  limit  (of  five  minutes)  from 
one-half  a  minute  to  one  minute,'  and 
the  other  by  two  minutes". 

Does  not  the  opinion  here  admit  four 
breaches  of  the  law  by  the  Kendall  Com- 
pany? If  five  and  one-half  minutes  issue 
of  dense  black  or  gray  smoke  is  not  a 
breach  of  the  law,  how  much  time  would 
Judge  Tanner  require  under  this  statute? 

Judge  Tanner's  opinion  continues: 
"The  ,  defendants"  witnesses'  uncon- 
tradicted testimony  was  that  they  knew 
the  inspector  was  watching  them,  and 
they  were  'firing'  carefully  to  avoid  of- 
fence". My  dictionary  defines  "firing" 
as  the  "introduction  of  fuel  into  a  fur- 
nace"; it  also  defines  a  "stoker"  as  "One 
employed  to  attend  a  furnace  and  supply 
ir.  with  fuel".  The  law  reads:  ''Every 
person  who  shall  stoke,  feed,  ignite  or 
attend  a  furnace  fire  from  which  a  thick 
black  or  gray  smoke  shall  issue  shall 
be  deemed  and  held  guilty  of  creating  a 


public  nuisance".     Time  is  not  a   factor 

in  the  guilt  of  these  parties;  the  tivc 
minutes  clause  does  not  apply  to  tin  in; 
they  were  parties  in  the  criminal  act. 
Hut  Judge  fanner  admits  their  testi- 
mony  and  says  it  was  "uncontradicied  , 
and  he  decides  that  the  evidence  .»t  the 
policeman  who  testified  with  the  smoke 
inspector  was  so  evidently  the  adoption 
of  the  judgment  of  the  smoke  inspector 
as  to  add  little  to  the  testimony. 

Here  Judge  Tanner  accepts  the  evi- 
dence of  the  participators  of  the  crime 
under  the  statute,  and  rejects  the  evi- 
dence of  the  legal  officer,  sworn  to  en- 
force and  to  execute  the  law. 

The  Judge  makes  large  use  of  sundry 
terms,  as,  for  instance,  "thick  or  dense 
black  or  gray";  "thick  or  dense";  "light 
gray";  "black  and  dark  gray";  "only 
black  and  dark  gray,  but  not  light  gray"; 
"light  gray  intervening;"  "black,  dark 
gray  and  light  gray;"  "consecutive 
black  and  dark  gray";  "not  only  dark 
gray,  but  light  gray";  "fail  to  discrimi- 
nate accurately  between  the  dark  gray, 
which  came  within  the  statute,  and  the 
light  gray,  which  probably  did  not". 
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Let  ine  discriminate  for  a  moment. 
Will  Judge  Tanner  give  me  his  opinion 
as  to  what  caused  a  change  of  color  in 
a  column  of  thick,  dense,  black  smoke 
to  a  gray,  light  or  dark?  Was  it  a 
chemical  change,  or  was  it  caused  by 
scattering  the  dense,  thick,  black  smoke 
on  a  larger  expanse  of  atmosphere  than 
the  chimney  could  be  made  to  give? 
By  this  expansion  did  not  the  real  nui- 
sance become  a  nuisance  much  more 
general  and  a  crime  against  a  greater 
number  of  people?  Did  it  not  become 
more  dangerous  the  less  it  could  be 
seen?  Was  it  taken  from  the  air  we  are 
forced  to  breathe?  Was  it  not  there. 
because  we  could  not  see  it?  It  had 
become  insidious  and,  as  I  have  be- 
lieved, more  destructive;  characterized 
by  treachery  and  deceit;  like  a  disease, 
not  appearing  to  be  so  bad  as  it  really  is. 
But  according  to  this  opinion,  the  more 
insidious  the  nuisance  the  less  the' law 
applies  to  it.  I  submit  the  question.  Is 
that  a  proper  construction  of  a  public 
law?  I  have  a  right  to  an  opinion,  and 
I  answer,  No.  But  what  is  the  use  of 
a  new  trial  ? 

This  is  the  "Printed  Tabulation''  men- 
tioned in  the  opinion.  It  is  the  Time, 
and  the  Color  of  the  Smoke,  noted  by 
Superintendent  Chadwick  and  sworn  to 
by  him;  and  also  by  a  member  of  the 
Providence  Police: 


Suppose  a  law  made  it  a  penai  offence 
to  pour  dense  b'ack  ink   into  our  drink 
ing  water;  and   witness   swear   to  seeing 
it  done;  would  the  Court  lie  justified  in 

J    introducing  testimony    if   the    water    was 
of  light  gray,  or  dark  gray,  at   the   time 
when  the  witness  saw  the  water?  Would 
\    such  testimony  change  the  fact  ? 

The  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Tanner  :- 
•  final.  There  is  no  appeal.  The  entire 
!  work  of  the  attorney  for  the  Kendall 
I  company  was  t>>  confuse,  and  befog,  the 
;    Smoke    Inspector    (Chadwick)    and    thus 
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confuse    the    Jury.      The     effort     failed. 

|    'idle   Jury  gave  a  verdict   for  the   plain- 

I   tiff    in    less    than    ten    minutes,    and    the 

Foreman  was  William  A  me--,  one  of  the 

j   intellectually  strong  business  men  in  this 

j    city,  the  eldest  son  ot  the  late  Chief  Jus- 

j    tice   Ames.     His   head    is   level,    and   his 

■    heart  beats  at  perfect  equipoise. 

I        The    practical     result    of    Mr.    Jr. -tice 

I    Tanner's   work  is  the   destruction  oi  the 

statute;    why    should     the    city    elect     a 

Smoke  Inspector  at  $icoo  a  year?      i  h  - 

office,  but  not  the  officer,  is  destroyed  in 

its   usefulness;  but   greater   than   all   else 

the  Judge  has  violated  the   constitution, 

in   destroying  the  verdict  of  a   Jury. 

"The  right  of  Trial  by  Jury  shall   re- 
main inviolate."''     But  to  re-try  the   case 
before  the  same  judge  would  be  a  farce. 
Moreover,  I  maintain  that  no  judge  has 
the  power,  nor  is  it  right  that  he  should 
take  the  power  to  construe  laws  enacted 
in    the  public   interest    from   the   protec- 
tion of  the  public  to  the  interest  of  tho-e 
who    violate    such    laws    and    refuse    l 
obey  them.     Statutes   made  for  the  pro- 
tection    of     the     public    are    not    to    be 
judicially  reconstructed  in  the  interest  oi 
those  who  break  or  will  not  obey  the  la 
Here   are   the    decision-    of   the    greatest 
English    and    American    law    writers: 

"The   words   of   a    statute,   if  of   com- 
mon    use,     are     to    be     taken     in     their 
natural      and      ordinary      significations. 
(Kent's    Com.    Amer.   Law,    I,   462.) 

"The   current   of  authority   is   in    fav 
of    reading     statutes    according     to    ' 
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natural,  and  must  obvious  import  of 
the  language."  Kent's  Corou  Amer.  Law, 
i.  462.) 

"Statutes,  which  were  made  to  pre- 
vent and  not  to  uphold  frauds."  (Kent's 
Com.  Amer.  Laws,   i,  465.) 

"To  interpret  a  statute  strictly  is  to 
adhere  precisely  to  the  words  or  letter 
of  the  law."  (Kent's  Com.  Amer.  Law, 
1.  465.-  note.) 

"The  great  object  of  the  maxim  of 
interpretation  is  to  discover  the  true 
intention  of  the  law;  and  whenever 
that  intention  can  be  in  indubitably  ascer- 
tained and  it  be  not  a  violation  of  con- 
stitutional right,  the  courts  are  bound 
to  obey  ir,  whatever  may  be  their 
opinion  of  its  wisdom  or  policy."  Kent's 
Com.  Amer.  Law,  1,  465.) 

"It  was  held  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
judges  to  make  such  a  construction  as 
should  repress  the  mischief  and  advance 
the  remedy."     (Kent's  Com.  Amer.  Law, 

I,  '465-) 

It  is  an  established  rule  in  the  ex- 
positions of  statutes  that  the  intention 
of  the  law- given  is  to  be  rendered  from 
a  view  of  the  whole."  (Kent's  Com. 
Amer.  Law,  1,  461.) 

"The  object  of  this  rule  is  to  ascertain 
and  carry  into  effect  the  intention  of  the 
law."     (463.) 

"He  shall  not  prevail  because  that 
would  be  to  counteract  the  intent  and 
policy  of  the  statutes."     (465.) 

"It  is  the  business  of  judges  so  to 
construe  the  act,  as  to  suppress  the  mis- 
chief and  advance  the  remedy."  (Black- 
stone's  Com.,  1,  87.) 

"Penal  statutes  must  be  strictly  con- 
strued." (Blackstone's  Commentary. 
1.  88.)  This  Smoke  Nuisance  I—aw  is  a 
Penal   Statute. 

I  close  with  a  paragraph  delivered  in 
New  York  city  on  the  12th  inst.,  by 
Elihu  Root.  United  States  Secretary  of 
Si  ate: 

"Every  individual  is  bound  to  regulate 
his  conduct  with  some  reference  to  its 
effect  upon  his  neighbors,  and  the  more 
populous  the   community  and   the  closer 
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individuals    are     brought     together,    the 
more    imperative    becomes    the    nee 
which   constrains   and    limits    in di\ 
conduct.      If    any    State    is    maintaining 
j    laws  which  afford  oportunity  and  ai 
i'.y  for  practices  condemned  h\  the  public 
>cnse    of    the     whole    country,    or     laws 
which,    through    the    operation    of    our 
modern    system    of  communications    and 
business,    are    injurious    to    the  'ini 
of  the  whole  country,  that  State  is  violat- 
ing the  conditions  upon  which  alone  can 
its    power  be    preserved." 


According  to  the  New  York  Sun,  an 
j  organ  owned  by  the  owners  of  the 
I  Standard  Oil  Trust.  Bryan  is  again 
\  dead  and  buried.  According  to  this  or- 
I  gan  of  the  Bible  class,  it  is  a  modem 
instance  of  a   man  risen  from   the  dead. 


The  Harriman  Illinois  Railroad  deal 
has  fixed  the  fact  of  government  owner- 
ship of  railroads  covering  this  continent. 
Is  any  man  living  such  a  fool  as  to  think 
that  the  people  will  ever  submit  to 
such  a  swindle  in  transportation  high- 
ways ? 


The  ■  matter    of    dealers    in    the    most 
necessary    foods    for    supporting    human 
life,  having  half  a  dozen  different  prices 
for  goods  which  all  of  us  must  have,  or 
we   die,  and   these  goods   sold   at   prices 
cent,     and     yet      of      the      same     exact 
quality.        The      subject      has      two      or 
three     times     been     touched     in     thes< 
Book    Notes.      I    come    again    to    the 
matter  of  egg?.     On   Saturday,  the   20th 
of   October   last,   a   person    (one    Sidney 
S,   Rider)    bought   for  a   test  one   dozen 
egg?  at   30  cents,  and  anothei    doz 
36  cents.     The  weight  of  each  dozen  was 
exactly  the  same,  to  wit,  1  lb.  6  r>z.     Flu 
water  test  was    precisely  the   same,   an  I 
every   one    was    good.      The    purp<  • 
the   dealer  was  to   make  me  believe  I 
the  30  cent  eggs  were  inferior  in  q 
in    comparison    with    the    tf    ecu; 
There  was  no  difference. 
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Two  great  Law  Books  for  Great  Law- 
yers or  Great  Students  of  Law  upon 
which  practically  all  English  or  Amer- 
icans  or   French    Statutes   rest. 

Pandectae  Justinianea:  in  Novum  Ordi- 
nem  Digests;  cum  legibus  codicis  et 
novellis,  quce  Jus  Pandectarum,  con- 
firmant,  explicant,  aut  abrogant.  Pr:e- 
fixus  est  Index  Titulorum  &  Divesionerh 
omnium,  quo  totius  Opervis.  Specimen 
quoddam  &  quasi  materiar  urn  appendix 
cxhibetur.  Subjecta  quoque  Tabula 
qua  nominatim  Leges  oinnes  cum  sins 
Paragraphia  &:  Versiculis  ordini  Diges- 
torum  restitutmtur.  (3-  vols.  Folio, 
Lugduni,   17S2.) 

The  arrangement  of  this  edition  of 
the  Pandects  was  made  by  Pothier,  a 
great  French  jurist,  born  in  1699.  It 
i3  what  we  now  call  such  work  a 
-Digest"  of  Perpetual  Edicts.  But  this 
edition  differs  from  all  others  by  the 
division  into  subjects  and  digested 
from  two  thousand  treatises,  containing 
three  millions  of  sentences.  It  is  de- 
clared by  Jame.  Bryce  to  be  "'by  far  the 
most  precious  monument  of  legal  genius 
of  the  Romans,  and  indeed  whether  one 


regards  the  intrinsic  merits  of  its  sub- 
stance or  the  prodigious  influence  it  has 
exerted,  and  still  (1881)  exerts  the  most 
remarkable  law  book  that  the  world  has 
ever  seen." 

Another  of  these  uncommon  books  is 
Gluck's  great  Commentary  on  the  Pan- 
dects of  Justinian,  or  Ausfuhrlichc  crlau- 
tcrung  der  Pandekten  tiach  hell f eld  ein 
commeritar,  by  Gluck,  with  the  suc- 
cessive writers.  Muhlenbruck, — Fein. — 
Arndts, — Arndts,  V.  Arnesburg  and 
Burchard,  1790 — i8cjr,  ending  with  the 
third  of  Burchard.  arid  bringing  the 
Commentary  down  to  include  the  40th 
book  of  the  Pandects,  of  which  work 
there  are  fifty  books.  This  set  include? 
the  Vollsstandiges  Sach-und  Gests- 
Register,  (indexes),  in  four  volumes. 
the  whole  forming  a  Commentaire  1« 
plus  complete  qui  ait  encore  paru  sur 
les  Pandectes.  This,  according  '■ 
Brunct.  the  greatest  of  French  Bibliog- 
raphers. This  set  is  in  60  volume- 
octavo.  Both  sets  are  in  excellent  con- 
ditions, both  as  to  the  leaves  and  thf 
binding? :  and  they  will  be  ^old  for  $-!''' 
for  the  two  sets.  Apply  to  Sidney  S 
Rider.    Providence,   R.    I. 
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ROGER     WILLIAMS     WAS     NOT     IN     FAVOR    OF 

INDIAN    SLAVERY,  AS  IT  WAS   PRACTICED 

IN    THE    .MASSACHUSETTS   AND 

PLYMOUTH    COLONIES. 

A  writer,  J.  G.  V.,  mentioning  a  lec- 
ture on  Slavery  as  it  once  prevailed 
in  Massachusetts,  says  "the  same  writer 
(Governor    Washburn)    informs   us    that 


uavery 


was     then     regarded     as     a     i'n 


punishment  for  crime."  "The  transac- 
tion now  first  published,  in  which  Roger 
Williams  seems  to  have  had  a  leading 
part,  would  indicate  that  his  views  with 
regard  to  the  justifiableness  of  Slavery 
in  the  case  of  captives  in  war,  at  least 
heathen  captives  did  not  differ  mate- 
rially from  those  generally  held  in  the 
colonies  or  throughout  Christendom." 
(Pub.  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc,  Oct.,  1893.  p.  240. ) 
J.  G.  V.  arc  the  initials  of  the  Rev; 
Dr.  James  G.  Yose.  He  was,  at  the 
time  of  the  above  publication,  one  of  the 
committee  of  the  R.  1.  Historical  So- 
ciety for  its  publications,!  He  says 
"  The  Transaction'?  selling  d>i  the  In- 
dians at  the  close  of  the  war  against 
King  Philip  arc  HOW  first  published,  etc. 
Ik  refers  to  the  matter  printed  in  num- 
ber of  the  Hist.  Soc.  Pub.  above  cited; 
and  he  refers  to  a  Paw,  enacted  by  the 
colony:  and  second,  to  an  ordinance 
passed  by  the  town  of  Providence.  Tin 
Law,  as  printed  in  this  Hist.  Soc.  Puh„ 
is  terribly  defective^  Here  is  the  Lavv 
correctly  printed  from  the  Colony 
Record  : 


In  March,  1676,  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Rhode  Island  enacted  this  law  : 
"It  is  ordered  that  any  that  hath  a  man 
Indian  or  Indians  capable,  shall  pay  for 
a  watcher  and  warder,  as  much  a:  if 
the  Indian  were  an  Englishman ;  and  that 
noe  Indian  in  i:his  colony  be  a  slave,  but 
i;nly  to  pay  their  debts  or  for  their  bring- 
ing up,  or  custody  they  have  received 
or  to  perform  covenant  as  if  they  had 
been  country  men  not  in  war."  (R.  I. 
Col.  Rec.  2,  p.  535-) 

In    printing    this    law,    the    committee 
of    the    Historical    Society,    omitted    this 
'■    clause:      "Voted    as    an    addition    to    the- 
ft, nner    order,    it    is    ordered     that    any 
I    that     hath    a    man     Indian,     or     Indians 
j    capable,    shall    pay    for    a    watcher    and 
I    warder,   as   much   a-   if   the    Indian   were 
]    an    Englishman"    which    is    vital    to    the 
j    question   of  Indian   slavery. 
i        The  Rev.  Dr.  Yose  further  says:  "The 
l    prevailing    opinion    of    the    time,    which 
I    seems   to   have   been   that   slavery   was   a 
1    mercy  in-tead  of  death   for  the  captive-; 
j    and   it   might    possibly   be   the   means   oi 
I    their   conversions    to    Christianity.     The 
views   of  Roger  Williams  did   not   diffi  r 
materially   from   those   generally   held   in 
the    colonies."      (R.    I.    Hisf    Soc,    Pub. 
Oct.,  1893,  p.  240.) 

Here  is   the  way  that   Roger  Will 
looked    upon    the    conversion    of    the    In- 
dians   to   Christianjty :     "Now,   secondly, 
for  the  hopes  of  conversion  and  tm 
the  people  of  America  unto  God      There 
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is  no  respect  of  persons  with  (Him), 
God,  for  we  are  ail  the  worke  of  his 
hinds;  from  the  rising  of  the  Sunne 
to  the  going  down  thereof  his  name 
shall  be  great  among  the  nations  from 
the  East  and  from  the  West,  etc.  If 
we  respect  their  sins  they  are  far  short 
or  European  sinners.  They  neither 
abuse  such  corporall  mercies,  for  they 
have  them  not ;  nor  sin  they  against  Gos- 
pel light  (which  shines  not  amongst 
them),  as  the  men  of  Europe  do.  And 
yet  if  they  were  greater  sinners  than 
the  Europeans,  they  are  not  further  from 
the  Great  Ocean  of  Mercy  in  that  re- 
spect." (Christenings  make  not  Chris- 
tians, by  Roger  Williams.  R.  I.  Hist. 
Tract   ist_.  Ser.   14,  pp    Q-10.) 

Holding  these  views,  would  Roger 
Williams  have  admitted  that  perpetual 
slavery  "might  be  a  mercy  by  means  of 
their  conversion  to  Christianity?"  Such 
a  view  would,  of  course,  be  preposterous. 

Mr.  Vose  further  says  :  "The  original 
papers  and  signatures  are  to  be  found 
in  the  First  Volume  of  the  Foster  Col- 
lection in  the  R.  I.  Hi<=t  Society:"     Since 


this  was  written  the  Foster  Collection 
has  been  split  to  pieces,  and  a  large 
portion  taken  to  the  City  Hall. 

The  Foster  papers  can  be  cited  for 
authority  from  Mr.  Yose  only  on  one 
point.  These  papers  contain  the  original 
of  the  Town  Order,  which  Mr.  Vose 
had  printed  in  this  copy  of  the  Hi-:. 
Soc  Publications  In  reporting  it.  these 
important  portions,  are  omitted. 

The  law  reads:  ''And  Captain  Fenncr 
shall  have  ecjua!  whole  shares  of  ye  prod- 
uct yt  is,  what  i.-.  made  of  all  ye  com- 
panies' of  Indians  in  Towne  thi>  morn- 
ing when  ye  order  was  made  at  ye 
Towne  meeting.  Tt  (item)  we  agree 
yt,"  etc. 

'•Tfe""> — They  thai  v>av^  bene  at  yc 
trouble  &  charge  with  the  keeping  of 
v  Indians  make  their  demands  ye  Com- 
pany. Shall  satishe  them  in  reason  to 
their  content,  or  if  these  be  different  as 
2  men  chosen  shall  judg."  Prow  Early 
Rec.   15,  p.   I54-) 

The  case,  thus  presented  by  the  His- 
torical Societ}%  is  so  filled  with  error  as 
to  be  verv  misleading.     An  examination 
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of' the  original  law,  enacted  by  the  Gen-  | 
eral    Assembly,    will    disclose    the    facts 
that  in  the  margin  of  the  original  manu- 
script is  this  in  the  hand  writing  of  John  I 
San  ford,    the  ^Recorder,    who    Recorded 
the  Statute,  "Indians  Not  to  be  Slaves."  i 

This   stands   upon   the   margin  written  j 

there   in    1676.      It    is   a   most   interesting  i 

fact,  and    utterly    destroys   the   innuendo  I 

of  Mr.   Vose.     Roger  Williams   was  not  1 

in  favor  of  slavery  in  any  form  ;  and  the  ' 
Rhode    Island    law    made    it    impossible. 

This    line   appears    in    the    printed    copy,  |. 

but   was  not   put   there  by  the   Secretary  I 

ci   State  Bartlett,  under  whose  direction  I 
I  he  printing  was   done. 

The    General    Assembly    on    the    30th  : 
June,     1676,     voted:       ''Whereas,     there 

was    some    Indians    sent    to    this    Island  I 

by  Captain   Roger  Williams  from  Provi-  : 

dence,  this  Assembly  seariously  weighing  \ 

the  matter,  doe  order,  that  the  said   In-  : 

dians  shall  be  forthwith  sent  back  again  : 

t:>    the    said    Providence;    judginge    they  ; 

properly    belong    to    Plymouth    Collony,  i 
because,    it    is    said,    they    were  left    as 
hostages    to    the    English    forces    of    the 
Flirted    Colonys."      (R.    I.    Col.    Rec.   2, 


548.)  This  is  proof  positive  that  certain 
men,  living  jpon  the  island  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  hud  bought  Indians  from 
Williams  refused  to  keep  them,  unless 
slaves  for  life,  an  I  this  Williams  did 
not  d<:>,  nor  could  it  be  done,  under  th< 
existing   statute. 

The  Providence  Committee  t«>  dispos>e 
of  Indians,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
Koger  Williams,  was  appointed  August 
14.  1676.  Five  days  before  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  committee,  to  wit,  <  u 
August  6,  1676,  the  General  Assembly 
enacted  a  law,  fixing  the  utmost  limit  of 
time  for  which  an  Indian,  ■  man  or 
woman,  could  be  sold  as  nine  year-.  It 
was  in  no  sense  slavery  as  described  by 
Mr.  Vose.     (R.  1.  Col.  Rec.  2,  549.  j 

That  other  men  have  erred  in  this 
matter  is  no  excuse  for  Mr.  Vose;  he 
should  have  exposed  their  errors  and 
never  followed  them.  For  instance. 
Judge  Staples  made  ail  these  errors 
(Annals  of  Providence,  170-171).  in 
1842;  and  in  1859.  Mr.  Arnold  followed 
Staples  (History  of  R.  I.,  1.  419).  But 
neither  Staples  nor  Arnold  will  sustain 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Vose  that  actual 
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slavery  was  practiced  here  as  in  other 
colonic-. 

This  is  what  Judge  Staples  writes  con- 
eciniug  this  transaction:  "in  most  in- 
stances Indian^,  who  were  taken  prison- 
ers by  the  English,  were  sent  out  of  the 
euuntry  and  .--old  as  slaves  for  life.  This 
was  the  cause  adopted  generally  in  the 
other  colonies.  In  the  case  of  Philip's 
son  it  was  seriously  agitated  whether 
he  ought  not  to  be  pur  to  death.  The 
civil  authority  doubted,  and  consulted 
four  of  the  most  eminent  ministers, 
three  of  whom  decided  that  punishment 
origin  to  be  iuriicted.  lie  was  not,  how- 
e\er,  so  punished:  Inn  was  only  sent  to 
Bermuda  out  there,  sold  as  a  slave.  The 
short  times  for  which  these  captives  of 
Providence  men  were  disposed  or,  con- 
sidering the  general  practice  of  Xevv 
England  are  honorable  to  the  men  who 
proposed  them."  (Staple^  Annals  of 
Pro  v.,    170.) 

And    this    is    what    Mr.    Arnold    said: 

"This  was  in  fact  a  true  apprentice- 
ship system  whose  terms  were  strictly 
carried    out     each    as    generally    existed 


until  a  recent  day  among  the  white  popu- 
lation."     (Hist,   of  R.  J.,    1,  419.; 

Before  leaving  the  mass  of  err<>r>  in 
history,  I  must  refer  to  one  more  point. 
In  the  Index  to  the  Providence  Earl} 
Records,  vol.  8,  p.  206,  is  given  this  line: 
"'Slaves  order  for  Indian-  to  be  made 
[2,  13..  The  word  "Slave"  is  not  in 
the  book. 


The     Aldermen     have     increased     the 

salary  of  Dr.  Eugene  King,  the  Medical 
Inspector  of  the  Health  Department. 
three  hundred  dollars  a  year.  For  this 
act  I  would  forgive  the  Aldermen  for 
nearly  all  the  political  sins  of  the  year 
now  ending.  Never  did  I  know  a  more 
conscientious  man.  be  he  physician  or 
philanthropist.  Were  the  power  mine 
the  figures  should  be  ten  times  greater. 
Earnestness,  honesty,  prudence  are  the 
King   characteristics. 


The  office  of  "Probation  Officer"'  ought 
to  be  at  once  abolished.  If  not  abolished 
a  new  head  is  needed  for  it.  Mr.  Wal- 
lace ought  to  be  given  a  pension — <>r 
something. 


INDUSTRIAL  TRUST  COMPANY, 

49  WESTMINSTER  ST.,     PROVIDENCE,   R.   I. 


Capital,  $3,000,000. 


Surplus      $4,000,000. 
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li  is  a  fine  illustration  that  of  Nicholas  j 

Sheldon,     the     head     of     the     Kendall  ! 

Soap    Company,    resisting    obedience    to  i 

a    Rhode   Island    Statute   and,    finer   still,  | 

is  the  work  of  a  court  in  assisting.    What  ' 

right  or  power   has   a   court    to  annul  a  ; 

Public    Law    enacted    for    the    protection  ! 
bi  People  from  a  Public  Nuisance? 

An  excellent  lady,  my  own.  neighbor, 
in  ironing  a  table  cloth  last  week,  the 
clay  being  warm,  opened  a  window  a 
few  inches ;  instantly  something  small 
but  black  blew  in,  and  on  the  table  cover. 
Never  thinking  of  soot,  the  lady,  with 
her  hand,  brushed  the  speck  away;  it 
was  soot,  and  it  required  three  subse- 
quent washings  to  exterminate  the  black, 
or  light,  or  dark  gray. 


that  fair  competition  does  net  exist  and 
cannot  exist  except  when  buyer  and 
seller  are  on  equal  terms.  When  tiny 
are  unequal,  as  when  a  capitalist  an  1  a 
laborer  are  (leading  with  one  an 
the  weaker  is  crushed  by  the  strong*  :  .' 
Which  was  delivered  in  New  Vork 
city  on  the  oth  of  November  last,  he- 
fore  a  great  audience.  I  say  when  1 
see  such  things  happening,  1  cannot 
divest  myself  of  the  idea  that  ""snmc- 
thing"  is  going  to  happen  in  this  coun- 
try; but  not  here  alone,  but  in  ail  the 
world.     Here  is  an  illustration. 


When  a  man  holding  a  position  in  this 
country  so  high  as  being  President  of 
"Harvard"'  or  "Yale"  or  "Columbia" 
speaks  and  prints  such  tilings  as  this: 

''The  objections  to  modern  trade 
ethics  are  two  :  First,  modern  trade  in 
its  larger  forms  is  mere  speculation — 
gambling  or  something   worse.     Second, 


I  bought  on  Dee.  7 1 h ,  one  dozen  eggs 
at  J5  cents  and  one  dozen  at  35  cent.-,. 
In  quality  both  were  exactly  the  same; 
none  bad  in  either  lot.  In  weight  the 
25-cent  lot  weighed  23  ounces,  and  the 
35-cent  lot  weighed  2$  ounces.  L  was 
swindled  out  of  nearly  40  per  cent,  in 
buying  the  35-cent  lot. 


These  newspapers,  paid,  or  not  paid, 
can  no  more  stop  the  rising  wrath  of 
the  Plebian  people  then  they  can  shut 
out    the  break  of   day. 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 

as  they  were  known  to 

CAUNOIJNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 


An  Indian  Map  of  the  Principal  Locations 

known  to  the  NAHIGANSETS  and   ELABORATE 
HISTORICAL     NOTES    by    Sidney    S.    Ridkk. 


The  edition  consisted  of  495  copies,  369  have  been  sold;    126  remain  to 
be  sold.    Price,  post  paid,  $4.50.    Address  the  Author,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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lhcre  have  been  oi  late  so  few  maga- 
zine contributions  from  1  heodore  Roose- 
Vcjt  that  his  essay  on  "The  Ancient  Irish 
Sagas"  in. the  January  Lcmnry  will  be 
ihe  "  notable,  magazine  leature  of  the 
month.  Mr.  Roosevelt  ranks  the  wealth 
of  poems  and  talcs  in  the  ancient  Celtic, 
and  especially  in  the  ancient  Erse  manu- 
scripts— already  a  matter  of  keen  interest 
tc  scholars — as  a  treasure-house  of  litera- 
ture of  much  importance  and  value.  He 
desires  to  see  popularized  this  literature 
— -**a  body  of  prose  and  poetry  of  great 
and  well-nigh  unique  interest  from  every 
standpoint,  which  in  some  respects  can 
be  matched  only  by  the  Xorse  sagas, 
and  which  has  some  striking  beauties  the 
jike  of  which  are  not  to  be  found  even 
m  these  Xorse  sagas" — and  to  this  end 
urges  that,  wherever  possible,  chairs  of 
Celtic  should  be  established  in  Amer- 
ica's  leading   universities. 


i  know  of  the  same  tremendous  move- 
,  ment  in  England  against  the  control  oi 
j  ail  schools  by  the  State  church  of  Eng- 
land, it  seems  strange  to  see  in  a  new  - 
j  paper  printed  in  Rhode  Island  an  article 
in  favor  of  an  appropriation  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  for  the  support  of  Roman 
,  Catholic  parochials  here  in  Rhode  Island 
i  where  was  hrst  established  by  Roger 
j  Williams  the  principle  oi  religious 
]  liberty.  The  Roman  Catholic  Papal 
|  Government  is  trying  to  arouse  the 
I  world  in  favor  of  their  church  right.-, 
|  and  they  are  using  these  "rights"  to  re- 
j  tain  control  tn  France;  but  to  over- 
j  throw  the  "Established*'  church  in  Eng- 
|  land,  which  church  is  doing  in  Englan  I 
!  just  what  the  Papal  Government  has 
i  been  domi  :,y  France  Tbe-e  'iv:n  are 
j   just   three  centuries  behind  the  age. 


It  makes  me  tremble  to  read  in  the 
Providence  Tribune  of  14th  of  Novem- 
ber an  editorial  on  "Frank  Physicians" 
and  then  this  : 

'Tn  this  age  of  progress  doctors  of 
medicine  are  more  and  more  coming  to 
adopt  the  policy  of  frankness  in  dealing 
with  the  public. 

'Tt  surely  is  worthy  of  attention  in 
connection  with  the  up-to-date  treat- 
ment of  diseases.  Such  serious  mala- 
dies as  consumption,  typhoid  fever  and 
pneumonia,  formerly  drugged  in  all  man- 
ner of  ways,  are  now  let  alone  by  some 
of  ihe  best  practitioners,  who  are  con- 
fident that  once  the  patient  has  been 
made  clean  ?nd  comfortable  nature 
needs  little  assistance.  And  it  is  signifi- 
cant thai  the  percentage  of  recoveries 
from  these  diseases  is  greater  now  than 
ever  before." 

The  best  ;hing  about  all  this  is,  that 
it   is  bed-rock  truth.  . 

When  we  see  the  tremendous  move- 
ment against  Roman  Catholic  control  of 
education    in    Frrmce    and    in    Italv    and 


Mr.  Larned  is  great ;  yes,  I  may  say.  ad- 
mirable. His  ''History  for  Ready  Refer- 
ence" (v.  1,  n.  139),  gives  the  fact  of  the 
expulsion  of  kings  from  Rome  and  the 
providing  of  a  Republic.  We  mu<t  n<:i 
fcrget  that  it  was  not  a  Democratic  re- 
public, by  which  term,  I  mean,  a  govern- 
ment* of  the  People,  by  the  People,  for 
the  People,  but  it  was  a  government  by 
Patrician  aristocrats,  chosen  only  by  the 
holders  of  vast  areas  of  the  lands,  upon 
which  men  were  by  nature  obliged  to 
live.  The  immediate  result  was,  that 
every  Plebian  was  oppres-ed  .in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Patrician  as  the  latter  be- 
lieved; but  ''something"  took  place.  The 
Plebian  of  that  day  must  have  been  dif- 
ferent from  what  he  appears  to  be  at 
present.  They  were  not  a  tame  nor 
servile  race;  they  demanded  powers  for 
their  protection;  2nd.  therefore,  the 
Piebians  won  and  obtained,  in  spite  oi 
the  vast  wealth,  and  trained  political 
trickery  of  the  Patrician.  Is  there  a  les- 
son  in   this   Larned  story? 


"It  was  a  common  saying  that  tin; 
Vanderpoels  were  possessed  of  a  m  ►ne^  • 
making   spell.     Their   spell    lay    in    their 
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entire  mental  and  physical  absorption 
in  one  idea.  Their  peculiarity  was  not 
so  much  that  they  wished  to  be  rich  as 
that  Nature  itself  impelled  them  to  col- 
lect wealth  as  the  lodestOne  draws  to- 
ward it  iron.  Having  possessed  noth- 
ing, they  became  rich;  having  become 
rich,  they  became  richer;  having  founded 
their  fortune  on  small  schemes,  they  in- 
creased it  by  enormous  ones.  In  time 
they  obtained  that  omnipotence  of  wealth 
which  it  would  seem  no  circumstance  can 
control  or  limit." — From  Mrs.  Frances 
Hodgson  Burnett's  "The  Shuttle"  run- 
ning serially  in  The  Century. 


Yes,  by  all  means,  name  a  Public 
Park  in  honor  of  William  Arnold,  the 
greatest  political  criminal  that  ever  in- 
fested the  colonial  governments  of 
Rhode  Island.  Upon  knowledge  of 
Arnold's  forgeries  of  the  Sachem's 
Deed,  which  Arnold  had  seized,  ''The 
Town  men  were  exceeding  angry,  and 
would  have  had  William  Arnold  ears 
bin  cropt.  and  him  perjured."  (R.  I. 
Hist.,  Soc.  Pubs.,  v.  4.  p.  196.) 


Worcester,  Mass.,  Nov.  7,  1906. 
Dear    Mr.    Rider: 

Noting  your  item  in  latest  Book  Notes 
o-i  the  tower,  standing  in  our  Institute 
Park,  I  am  contrained  to  write,  stating 
that  the  city  of  Worcester  did  not  erect 
the  same.  The  entire  plant,  land,  adorn- 
ments and  everything  were  the  out  and 
out  gift  of  the  late  Stephen  Salisbury, 
than  who  no  city  ever  had  a  more  gener- 
ous son  and  benefactor,  1  am  quite  sure 
that  any  question  as  to  "the  origin  of 
the  tower  never  occurred  to  Mr.  Salis- 
bury. He  desired  to  place  some  kind  of 
an  ornament  in  a  conspicuous  part  of 
the  park  and,  as  the  Old  Tower  of  New- 
port was  celebrated  in  both  prose  .and 
verses,  he  quite  naturally  seized  upon 
the  thought  of  reproducing  it  as  a  figure 
fo.'  the  pleasure  of  Worcester  citizens- 
Living  quite  near  the  same,  I  may  state- 
further  that  the  question,  of  the  New- 
port structure  I  have  heard  mooted  here 


j    only  occasionally.     That  il  is  old,  a^  age 
1    is  reckoned  in  America,   I   think  all   will 

admit,  but  whether  Norse  or  Arnold 
i  built,  I  question  if  the 'thought  ever  ab- 
!    sorbed    a    moment    of    Mr.    Salisbury's 

time.  Certainly,  it  was  not  in  the  pro- 
|    vmce  of  the  city;   in  accepting  the  gift, 

to  demand  his  notion  of  the  antiquity 
;    of  the  original.     Should  you  ever   favor 

Worcester  with  a  visit,  you  would  find 
I  the  park  a  most  delightful  setting  be- 
|    tween  the  world  famous  American  Steel 

and  Wire  Works,  and  the  almost  equally 
;  noted  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  a 
j  sort  of  connecting  link  leading  from 
j    theory,    to    practice,    in    the    useful    arts. 

When  you  make  the  trip  and  discover 
I  the  copy  with  its  outlook  anrl  snrround- 
1  ings,  you  cannot  resist  thinking  that  Mr. 
j    Salisbury  builded    well. 

Sincerely  yours, 

ALFRED  S.  ROE. 

1  he  foundation  of  my  note  in  Book 
I  Notes  tor  Nov.  3d,  was  the  Columbian 
Tribute,  published  for  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Worcester.  It  contains  these 
paragraphs  :  "For  several  years  previous 
to  1887,  the  Park  Commissioners  and 
other  citizens  had  cast  longing  eyes  upon 
!  an  unoccupied  land,  *  *  *  in  1887, 
j  all  consideration  was  ended  by  the 
formal  gift  of  the  land  by  the  Hon. 
Stephen  Salisbury.  The  city  at  once 
accepted  the  gift,  and  today  the  park  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  city.  Mr.  Salis- 
bury did  net  let  his  liberality  rest  with 
the  act  of  presentation,  but  assisted  the 
city  in  laying  out  walks  and  lawns.  The 
chief  feature  of  the  new  landscape 
adornment  completed  last  season  (1892) 
is  a  rustic  stone  tower,  a  fac-simile  of 
the  Old  Mill  at  Newport."  Whoever 
built  this  Newport  "Old  Mill"  have  re- 
produced merely  Benedict  Arnold  stone- 
built  windmill.  All  the  "Prose  and 
Verse"  about  it  ha?  asserted  that  it  wa> 
j  a  -chapel  erected  by  the  northmen  abotil 
I  the  year  1000.  When  it  was 'merely  a 
I  grist  mill  built  in  1667  or  about  that 
I    time. 
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ION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

PROVIDENCE,   R.   I. 


THE    BANK    OF   THE    PEOPLE 


YOU  GET  A  FOOTHOLD  on  prosperity  when  you 
start    a    savings   account       Every  week  you  should 

---; '\  add  to  the  strength  and  value  of  your  account  to 
the  extent  of  51.00  .or  more — as  much  as  you  can 
■--■   spare.      Now— today — is  the  time  to  start. 

Thu  Rank  pays  FOUR  PER  CENT,  on  Savings  Accounts. 

Money  deposited   on    or    before    the    16th  of  anj  month  draws  hit 

.from  the  ist. 


Two  great  Law  Books  for  Great  Law- 
yers or  Great  Students  of  Law  upon 
which  practically  all  English  or  Amer- 
icans  or   French    Statutes   rest. 

Pandectc'e  Justmiane'se  in  Novum  Ordi- 
nem  "Digests;  cum  legibus  codicis  et 
novellis,  quae  Jus  Pandectarum.  con- 
firmant,  explicant,  aut  abrogant:  Pr:e- 
fixus  est  Index  Titulorurn  &  Divcsicncm 
"omnium,  quo  "totius  Opervis.  Specimen 
quoddam  &  quasi  materiar  tun  appendix 
exhibetur.  Subjecta  quoque  Tabula 
qua  nominatim  Leges  omnes  cum  suis 
Paragraphis  &  VcrsicitHs"  ordini  Diges- 
torum  restituuntur.  (3  vols.  Folio, 
Ltigduni,   1 782.) 

The  arrangement  of  this  edition  of 
the  Pandects  was  made  by  Pothier,  a 
great  French  jurist,  born  in  1699.  It 
i3  what  we  now  call  such  work  a 
."Digest!'  of  Perpetual  Edicts.  But  this 
edition  .differs  from  all  others  by  the 
division  into  subjects  and  .  digested 
"from  two  thousand  treatises,  containing 
three  millions  of  sentences;  It  is  de- 
clared by  James  Bfyce  to  be  "by  far  the 
most  precious  monument  of  legal  genius 
of  the  Romans,  and  indeed   whether  one 


regards  the  intrinsic  merits  of  its  sub- 
stance or  the  prodigious  influence  it  Im« 
exerted,  and  still  (1881)  exerts  the  mo>i 
remarkable  law  book  that  the  world  ha- 
ever  seen.'" 

Another  of  these  uncommon  books  is 
Giuek's  great  Commentary  on  the  Pan 
dects  of  Justinian,  or  Ausfulirlichc  erlau- 
icrung  der  Pandekten  nach  h'cllfe'd  cin 
commcnlar,  by  Gluck,  with  the  suc- 
cessive writers,  Muhlenbrtick. —  Fein.-  - 
Arndts. — Arndts,  V.  Arnesburg  and 
Burchard,  1790—1891,  ending  with  the 
third  of  Burchard.  and  bringing  the 
Commentary  down  to  include  the  40tli 
book  of  the  Pandects,  of  which  work 
there  are  fifty  books.  This  set  include' 
the  Vollsstandiges  Sach-und  Gcstr-- 
Register,  (indexes),  in  four  volume*. 
the  whole  forming  a  Commentaire  'lc 
plus  complete  qui  ait  encore  paru  >«i" 
ie?  Pandectes.  This,  according  t  • 
Brunct,  the  greatest  of  French  Bibliog- 
raphers. This  set  is  in  Co  volumes 
octavo.  Both  sets,  are,  in  excellent  con- 
ditions, both  as  to  the  leaves  and  the 
bindings;  and  they  will  be  sold  for  $4n 
for  the  two  sets.  Apply  to  Sidney  S 
Rider,    Providence,   R.   I. 
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HISTORICAL    MATTERS. 


Aldrich,  Senator,  against  the  Rail- 
road Rate  Law 

On  Food  Swindles 

Alonzo  and  Melissa — A  huge  lit- 
erary fraud  connected  with  it 

Arnold,  James  N.  Assumes  the 
title,  ''The  Historian  of  PJiode  Is- 
land     

Arnold,  John  N.  Art  and  Artists 
in   Rhode  Tsland 

Arnolds — The  mixing  of   them, 

1S1, 

Bicknell,  Thomas  W.  Takes  the 
Earliest  Record  Book  from  War- 
ren Town  Clerk's  Office, 

85,  in,   134, 

Finds   Holiman's    Grave 

His   rotten  "historical"  work, 
57,  6$, 

Birnam  Wood,  and  Dunsinane  inci- 
dent     

Black  Maria.  An  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  origin  of  the  name.,  as  ap- 
plied to  police  wagons 

Book  Notes  "Tooting*'  for  the 
Machine    

Bowen,  Henry.  Secretary  of  State 
of  R.  I.     Specimen  of  his  work.  . 

Boypen.  George  B.  His  work  in 
lowering  the  morals  of  the  people 
here 

Bradford,  Gov.  William,  obliged  to 
turn  the  Plymouth  lands  over  to 
the  people,  -elects  his  private  hold- 
ings  

Then  writes  the  '-History"  of  Ply- 
mouth.  Colony    1 13> 

Holds  individually  all  the  lands  of 

Plymouth   Colony 113.   I21- 

Works  to  get  a  tariff  tax  put  into 
his   patent    
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Bread.  Home  made  better  and 
cheaper  in  comparison  with  any 
baker    [91 

Bryan  and  Cromwell,  politically 
compared    158 

Burbank.  A  lawsuit  anecdote  about 
trading   clients    . 153 

Chace,  Henry  R.  Letter  on  a 
Providence  "Playhouse"  142 

Chapin,  Dr.   C.   V..   Health   OiTicer, 
on    peani'-ness    —A    Disinfection. 
101,  108.  167 

Charlestown,  Bombardment,  28th 
June..  T776.  An  original  letter 
written  at  the  close  of  the  day.  . .  .    193 

Coal  Dealers  combine  to  rob  men 
in   Providence    71 

Coal  Mines.  The  people  wiil  take 
them    15 l 

Common  Law  adequate  to  destroy 
trusts    54 

Constitutional  Government.  Its 
origin  in  New  England,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Salem  witch- 
craft      169,  176 

Cromwell.  How  he  saw  the  work- 
ing of  the  lawyers,  and  how 
Roosevelt  sees   it.    185 

Daniels,  Alice.  Curtesy  in  town 
lands    25 

Darned  Man  174 

See    "Old    Darned    Man." 

Divorce  Decision  by  the  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court   n° 

Dred  Scott.  Decisions  by  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court,  and  what  it  cost 
the  people    *68 

Dubertus.  The  Journal  tells  us  of 
catching  one  in  Mashapaug  Pond.    10S 

Dyer-rhoea — A  Providence  po- 
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